
1st Sunday of Advent 
November 27, 2022 

 
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church, Franklin. Worship begins with the Prelude. Please silence cell 
phones. The asterisk (*) invites all to rise in body or spirit. The people’s responses are in bold type.  

 
Gathering 

Chiming of the Hour 
 
Pouring of the Water               
 
Welcome and Announcements            
 
Prelude      Once He Came in Blessing    Michael Burkhardt 
 Once he came in blessing, all our ills redressing. Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy. Bore 
the cross to save us, hope and freedom gave us.   
 
*Call to Worship             
 They shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 May God bring joy to our hearts as we worship. 
  May God bring joy to the world. 
 
*Hymn 82   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus       HYFRYDOL  
 
*Prayer of the Day           

O God whose day draws near, 
through long generations you prepared a way 
for the coming of your Son, 
and by your Spirit you still bring light to illumine our paths. 
Renew us in faith and hope 
that we may welcome Christ to rule our thoughts 
and claim our love, as Lord of lords and King of kings, 
to whom be glory always. Amen.  
 

Advent Wreath Candle Verse 
 How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given. So God imparts to human hearts the 
blessing of his heaven. No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, where meek souls will 
receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath              The Freiburg Family 
 We light the candle of hope. 
  On this day, we remember to hopefully look for the coming of Christ.  



  Come, Lord Jesus, and bring us home to peace. Amen. 
 
Call to Confession     
 
Prayer of Confession  

God who is with us, and God who is on the way, 
we confess that we do not wait or watch for you. 
Our eyes do not see the vision of Isaiah. 
We have become cynical with the world, 
our hope dimming and in danger of disappearing, 
seeing ourselves as unworthy of the light, 
seeing one another less as neighbor and more as threat. 
Clear our eyes, God of grace, cleanse our thoughts, 
renew our hope, illumine our paths, 
and give us strength to walk in your light,  
reflecting it to the world. 
 

Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness             
 
*The Peace 
 The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

(Please greet those around you with the peace of Christ.) 
 
*Gloria        Glory Be to the Father                 MEINEKE  
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 
*The Reading of the Law 

Let us now remember the standard by which God calls us to live. 
God spoke all these words, saying, I am the Lord your God. You shall have no other gods 
before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is 
in heaven above or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You 
shall not bow down to them or worship them. You shall not make wrongful use of the name 
of the Lord your God. Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. Honor your father and 
your mother. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You 
shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
home; you shall not covet your neighbor’s spouse, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor. 

Blessed are they whose delight is in the law of the Lord. Amen. 
 

The Word 
 
Time With The Young Church 

  Children of all ages are invited to come forward.  
Nursery and Children’s Worship info is on the back of the bulletin. 

  
Prayer for Illumination                

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that as the scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, 
we may hear with joy what you say to us today.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading                                 
  Isaiah 2:1-5  The Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon     Coming Home to Peace         Chris Joiner 

http://fpcfranklin.org/about/sermons-text


Response 
 
*Hymn 121    O Little Town of Bethlehem             ST. LOUIS  
 
*Affirmation of Faith 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 

son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
Prayers of the People        

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Stories of Belonging    Communications       Sara Chang 
 
The Offering                    

Fold and place your completed Connection Card in the offering plate. 
 
Offertory Anthem    He Comes to Us as One Unknown   Michael Burkhardt 
 He comes to us as one unknown, a breath unseen, unheard; As though within a heart of stone, or 
shriveled seed in darkness sown, a pulse of being stirred. He comes when souls in silence lie and 
thoughts of day depart; Half-seen upon the inward eye, a falling star across the sky, of night within the 
heart. He comes in love as once he came, by flesh and blood and birth; To bear within our mortal frame, 
a life, a death, a saving name, for every child of earth. He comes in truth when faith is grown,believed, 
obeyed, adored. The Christ in all the scripture shown, as yet unseen, but not unknown, our Savior and our 
Lord.  
  
*Doxology   Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow    OLD 100TH  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures, here below. Praise Him 
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  
*Prayer of Thanksgiving     
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Sending 

 
*Hymn 93     Lift Up Your Heads            TRURO 
 
*Congregational Verse While We Are Waiting, Come  WAITING 
 While we are waiting, come. While we are waiting, come.  
 Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, While we are waiting, come. 
 Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, While we are waiting, come. 
 
*Benediction 
 
Postlude        Arise, All You of the Kingdom          J. S. Bach  
 
Ringing of the Carillon                   Five Bell Peal 



Leading in Worship Today 
Chris Joiner, Pastor 

Mary Sellers Shaw, Associate Pastor 
Michael Snoddy, Director of Music and Organist 

Duke Ellis, Liturgist 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
New: 
Tony Inglis 
Martha Johnson's friends, Janice and Steve Hulen 
Leanne and Steve Hoeffler' nephew, Guthrie Hayward 
Leah Stein 
Jean Acklin 
John and Ruthie Moulton's friend, Ellen Gardener 
 
Deaths: 
Don Fields, November 7, 2022 
Inge Smith, November 5, 2022 
Thomas D. Walker, October 22, 2022 
 
Members: 
Dee Bechtel 
Barb Heerman 
Mike Henry and family 
Cliff Kirby 
Gerry Reams 
Rhonda Moyers 
Sam Moore 
D.J. Gottlieb 
 
In Memory Of: 
Dorothy Risen, November 29, 2020 
Harriett Erwin, December 1, 1995 
John Latreille, December 2, 2012 

 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 

Music in Worship: In worship on this first Sunday in Advent, we begin the new church year with words of 
hope and an exhortation to “walk in the light of the Lord.” Allow these words of the hymnwriter to be your 
prayer this day, “Redeemer come! O open wide my heart to thee; here, Lord abide. Let me thy inner presence 
feel; thy grace and love (and hope) in me reveal. A blessed Advent be yours! 
  
Regular Weekly Rehearsals Continue 
Carillon Handbells (5:00 p.m. in Room 215-A) and Chancel Choir (6:45 p.m. in Room 215-B).  This is your 
personal invitation to join us! If you’re not able to join us on Wednesdays, we would love to have you join us 
on Sundays! Please see the Director of Music for more information on how you may do so. Welcome New & 
Returning Choir Members & Friends: Sara Chang, Christy Hathcock, Russ Phillips, & Sammy Tarkington. 
 
Christmas Eve Choir 
If you would like to join the choir for the second service on Christmas Eve (Rehearsal: 5:15 PM/ Service: 6 
PM), we would love to have you join us. Familiar carols, a simple anthem, and candlelight Communion are 
yours. See Michael for more information. 
 



GraceWorks Manger Tree 
Join in this annual tradition! Now through December 12, FPC will collect gifts for children ages 0-18. You can 
pick up tags and drop off unwrapped gifts at the Manger Tree in Wilson Hall. (Smaller gifts can be left in the 
tub at the Basic Essentials Cart.) FPC will not have  a specified group night this year. If you’d like to volunteer, 
please sign up on graceworksministries.net.  
 
Wednesday Night Live 
Sign up on our website/Connection Card for dinner each week catered by Daily Dish! SignUp Genius sends a 
reminder email on the Saturday before, so if you did not receive your WNL meal reminder yesterday, make 
sure to sign up today! Dinner starts at 6 and programming follows at 6:45 PM. Suggested pricing: $10 per 
adult/youth, $5 per child, $25 family max. This week and next week we will hear from Bill Carver: A two-
part study on the the Franciscan underpinnings of Thomas Merton's thought and spiritual growth, 
with a special emphasis on his notion of finding one's "true self" in God.  The primary text we'll be 
using is The Franciscan Heart of Thomas Merton by Dan Horan, OFM. (It is not necessary to have read 
the book in advance.) In addition, we will refer to New Seeds of Contemplation and The Seven Story 
Mountain by Thomas Merton.  We'll also touch on the influences of Francis of Assisi, Thomas Aquinas, 
and John Duns Scotus on the way in which Merton came to express his remarkable spiritual 
gifts. Pretty ambitious, for sure, but big fun as well!   
 
Room In The Inn 
We are hosting RITI this year and need volunteers! Our next date is December 21 and we still need 
innkeepers and an evening ride along. Scan the QR code on the Connection Card to sign up! 
  
Youth Live Nativity & Chili Cookoff 
The youth are hosting the annual Chili Cook Off competition and Live Nativity on December 11th! We'll 
kick things off at 5 PM at the church with the Chili contest; scan the QR code to enter your dish (and try 
for the coveted first place trophy!). Afterwards, our youth will lead the congregation through the Live 
Nativity. 
 



Responding to God's grace through worship, study, and service. 

Our purpose is to joyfully follow Christ and respond to God's grace as an inclusive, multigenerational faith 
community by: 

• Deepening discipleship through relevant worship and life-long learning 

• Creating and nurturing congregational relationships 

• Transforming lives and connecting with others through service 

Welcome! We extend a warm welcome to all who are here today. Whether you are from our community or 
visiting, we are glad to have you among us.  

We strive to be inclusive and offer assistance for those with disabilities.  
T-Coil hearing devices are available from members of the Hospitality Team who have blue name tags. We 
have several pew cutouts for accessibility and offer sensory nurturing items for children. If anyone has other 
needs or disabilities requiring assistance or accommodations for any church activity, please contact the church 
office at 615-794-5114. 

Nursery is available for infant – 3 year old children downstairs in Room 111.  
Children of all ages are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary.  

Children’s Worship is available for children 4 years old – kindergarten in Room 101 following the Time with 
the Young Church, and those attending will be returned to the sanctuary before the end of the service. For 
accommodations and more information please contact the coordinator, Katie Oldham, 
k.oldham1994@gmail.com. 

Prayer requests to convey concerns or celebrations may be shared with Chris Joiner cjoiner@fpcfranklin.org 
or 615-794-5114 ) 
 

The Session 

 

 Class of 2022 
 Don Arnold 
 Katie Gottlieb 
 Karen Hanson 
 Robin Pulliam 
 Dale Roos 

 

The Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Emeritus 
Thomas D. Walker  

 

First Presbyterian Church, Franklin is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and a member of the 
Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, the Synod of Living Waters, and the General Assembly of the PC(USA). 

615.794.5114 | fpcfranklin.org 

Class of 2023 

Christi Granstaff 

Rich Johnson 

Heather Reimer 

Andrew Stevens 

Bruce Tarkington 

Class of 2024 

Mike Anderson 

Hunter Battle 

Chris Jones 

Jennifer Sower 

Sam Webb 

Christopher A. Joiner, Pastor 

Mary Sellers Shaw, Associate Pastor 

Anne Keener Commissioned Pastor 

Michael Snoddy, Director of Music/Organist 

Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education 

Sam Belcher, Director of Youth Ministries 

 

Sara Chang, Communications Director 

Marie Hayman, Accountant 

Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator 

Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator 

Linda Cairatti, Nursery Staff 

Katie Oldham, Children’s Worship 

 

mailto:akeener@fpcfranklin.org

