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“Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 
heart.” I can see the question going through your mind right now. How can I 
possibly pray always?  Similar verses may also be going through your mind like 
“pray without ceasing” from 1Thessalonians or one of the verses highlighted in our 
A Generous Life devotional book this week from Colossians “pray diligently”. 

The expectation to pray always can make us feel overwhelmed and even 
more aware of how we fall short of living as we should every day. However, 
before we go too far down that path, let’s think about what prayer looks like.  

If we were in a different setting today, I would ask you to share what prayer 
means to you. I imagine you might say prayer is talking to God, listening to God, 
asking God for strength or healing, thanking God, and the list would go on and on.  
We would talk about praying through music, art, words, dance, or silence, and how 
prayer can happen in worship, in solitude, in nature, or anywhere you find yourself. 

Prayer is certainly all those things and can happen in all those places, but I 
believe prayer is also much more than something you can point to in a specific 
moment. I believe prayer is a way of living. I believe it is a way of focusing and 
centering our lives on God. 

We know prayer is a significant part of Christian living because Jesus taught 
us the importance of prayer by modeling it. Jesus often goes off alone to center 
himself through prayer. In Luke’s gospel, Jesus goes off to pray before naming his 
apostles, before the Transfiguration, and on the Mount of Olives just before he was 
betrayed. Prayer is an ongoing conversation with God and how Jesus received 
strength and guidance for living.  

The widow and unjust judge are certainly contrasting characters in this 
parable. We are able to see this, but the contrast would have been even larger and 
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more obvious to those who originally heard the parable. Widows were at the 
absolute bottom of authority and influence in Jesus day, and it would have been 
humorous to think of a judge acknowledging or listening to them.   

In the Bible, widows almost always symbolize powerlessness and 
vulnerability, but this widow is persistent in her pursuit for justice. A widow 
prevailing in bringing about justice would have been unimaginable to the parable’s 
initial audience, but this isn’t the only time in Luke’s gospel where God uses a 
widow. The widow Anna blesses Jesus as an infant and a poor widow puts 2 
copper coins into the treasury. In each story, the widow uses whatever God has 
given her whether it be her persistence, her gift of prayer, or her resources. 

It is as if each widow has read our A Generous Life devotional book and 
knows that all they have are divine gifts.  It is as if they know we give because God 
first gave to us.  

The widow was seeking justice. Justice is a word that seems to have lost its 
meaning since biblical days or at least has multiple meanings these days. When 
people hear the word justice, many think about the criminal justice system. We 
often hear people say “we want justice” when they are seeking punitive justice, but 
as we read this week in our Growth Group book Speaking Christian by Marcus 
Borg, justice and righteousness are often synonyms in the Bible.  

Justice and righteousness refer to the way things should be. Using the words 
from the prophet Amos, “But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness 
like an ever-flowing stream.” We can all join our voices to the prayer asking God 
to let justice roll down like waters. We all want things to be as we believe they 
should be, even if we don’t all agree with exactly what that “should be” looks like.   

 As I was talking with a friend about justice, she offered a definition of 
justice as love in action. This resonated with me because justice is less about an 
outcome and more about the action. Justice requires response and is how we live 
our faith. Justice is the countless ways we respond to God’s grace.   

 Justice is participating in Second Saturdays and offering food through our 
Meal Ministry. It is going on a mission trip and visiting a member through our 
Visitation Ministry. It is donating handwarmers and making a prayer shawl. Justice 
is praying for those on our prayer list and serving as a Stephen Minister. Each 
ministry of the church is an expression of justice. Each ministry is love in action. 
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 This all makes sense until we remember that it is the unjust judge who grants 
the widow justice. He certainly wouldn’t have described his granting her justice as 
love in action, but do not to worry too much about this as this isn’t the heart of this 
parable.  

 If this judge who does not fear God and has no respect for anyone is able to 
grant justice, how much more will God grant justice for those who pray always by 
crying out day and night? How much more will God grant? As always, parables 
teach us about God. So the heart of the parable isn’t how the judge acts but how 
God acts. 

Our God is a God of much more. Whatever justice looks like for you, God is 
capable of much more. As I reflected on God doing much more, our All Things 
Possible Capital Campaign that began in 2015 came to mind. Many of you will 
remember this meaningful time in the life of our church, but some are new to our 
community since then.  

Our initial goal for the capital campaign was to raise $1,000,000 to pay off 
our mortgage so that we could use that money in the annual budget for mission and 
outreach. As with most capital campaigns our initial focus was on the money, but 
our focus quickly shifted. We raised over $2,000,000 dollars, but that wasn’t the 
“much more” of the story. The “much more” of the campaign was the renewed 
recognition of the Spirit of God at work in our congregation.  

The Spirit was at work through a renewed heart for mission in our 
community with the birth of Second Saturdays and through a new heart for 
supporting refugees with our first mission trip to Lesvos, Greece. The Spirit was at 
work through our first season of Growth Groups with members gathered in homes 
to connect deeper with God and one another.  

The Spirit of God was evident in the stories told in a variety of ways 
throughout the campaign of people feeling welcomed, of children being loved and 
supported, of faith growing through worship, and of lives being transformed 
through various ministries. 

Our parable today ends with the question, “when Son of Man comes, will he 
find faith on earth?”  The gospel is certainly filled with stories of faith like the 
Samaritan leper who after being healed returns to thank Jesus and is made well, 
like the friends of a paraplegic who are willing to dig a hole through a roof so they 
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can lower their friend into the presence of Jesus, and like the bleeding, unclean 
woman who touches the hem of Jesus’ cloak in the crowd and is healed.  

This question was being asked to the early church, and it is still being asked 
of us today. So, where is there evidence of faith in action?  

I see faith in action each time someone introduces themselves to a new 
person in worship. I see faith in action each time a member knocks on a door, 
looks another in the eye, and hands them a warm Meals on Wheels lunch. I see it in 
a community that welcomes all and believes we are all created in the image of our 
loving and generous God.  

I have seen faith in action through a session that felt God calling us to have a 
capital campaign at an unexpected time which paved the way for unexpected 
results. I have seen faith in action when a session sees gifts and graces in a person 
who isn’t ordained but desires to serve and then asks presbytery to affirm and 
install her as a commissioned pastor.  

This language of action resonates with us because we are a culture of action. 
This culture is evident each time I hear someone say, “all I can do is pray.”  Please 
know I understand the spirit with which that phrase is offered, but it can sound like 
a last resort implying there is no way to act so we must now resort to asking God 
for help.  

What if we shift our understanding of action? What if we when we first learn 
of a need we act by praying and then consider if there are any other ways to 
respond to the need?   

If justice is love in action, what about prayer as faith in action? Just like 
justice, prayer is less about the outcome and more about the action. Prayer is a 
response to God’s grace. It is a way of living. Prayer doesn’t change God, prayer 
changes us. Prayer doesn’t just deepen our relationship with God. Prayer is our 
relationship with God. So, it does make sense that prayer is our faith in action.  

A Generous Life devotional book begins by referencing John 3:16, “For God 
so loved the world he gave…” and saying, “The journey home- the journey to 
discover your best self- begins with this fundamental truth: we are created in the 
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image of a loving and generous God… The very essence of God is loving and 
giving. Because we are born in the image of God, we are born to be generous.1”  

In the words of Eugene Peterson, “Giving is what we do best. It is the air 
into which we were born. It is the action that was designed into us before birth.2” 

We are a people of action.  Peterson says giving was the action instilled in us 
before we were born. Generosity isn’t as much about the outcome as it is about the 
action. It is about response. Generosity is the reflection of the Spirit at work in our 
heart. It is love and faith in action.   

Prayer helps us to see that all we have- our time, resources, and talents- are 
all from God. Prayer helps us to see it all as divine gifts, and then just as the 
widows in Luke, to use whatever God has given us in our gracious response.  

God is a loving and generous God, and as we pray always, we will not lose 
heart.  Through prayer we will keep our focus on God. On our God who can do 
much more than we could ever imagine was possible.  

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 A Generous Life 28 Days of Devotion, Abingdon Press, 2019, p. 10 
2 Eugene H. Peterson, Run with Horses: The quest for Life at Its Best; IVP Books, 2009, p.44 


