
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
 On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and 
Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they 
called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” When he saw them, he said to 
them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. 
Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 
voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. 
Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was 
none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said 
to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.” 
  
 Above our doors to the sanctuary, we have written, “Welcome one another just as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” We talk a lot here about how we give 
and receive welcome. Through our guest bags that the children hand out; with our 
hospitality teams at the doors; in our visitation and meal ministries; and in the sacrament 
of baptism that we participated in just a few moments ago. Welcome is part of who we 
are called to be. What does it look like to welcome one another as Christ, though? Jesus 
actually gives us a lot of examples of this—and they can sometimes feel a bit 
uncomfortable. In the scripture today, we hear how Jesus once again welcomes in 
someone from the “outside.”  
  

The 10 lepers were outsiders to their community, exiled because of their unclean 
skin. Jesus is walking through the region between Samaria and Galilee, on his journey 
back to Jerusalem. Earlier in Luke, Jesus heals another leper right after the calling of the 
disciples, and this healing served to increase his popularity. Since then, though, the 
societal mood has changed for many. His healings have increased concern and have 
become unpopular for community leaders, and Jesus is on the road that will ultimately 
lead to his death.  

  
The lepers who approached him ask him for mercy, but they are sure to keep their 
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distance. People with leprosy were exiled from their communities and forced to live 
outside the city because of their uncleanliness, so they were bold to approach Jesus at all; 
they take care, though, not to violate the social norms that had kept them isolated for so 
long. Imagine how they felt, then, when Jesus told them to present themselves to the 
priests. It took a great deal of trust in Jesus—whom they readily call “Master”—to go 
back into the city where they had actively been told they were not welcomed. It is on this 
journey back to the priests that they are healed. Imagine their joy! They are clean—they 
can go back to their family and friends, can be present at worship services, can sit at a 
table and eat with their community. We don’t know anything about their reception back 
into society after their cleansing. Were people skeptical, or did they rejoice? Did they 
recognize the lepers when they were no longer covered in leprosy? Were the lepers able 
to fit back easily into the community, or had they missed so much in their time away that 
they still felt isolated?  

  
We are not told any of this information, because they aren’t the focus of this story. 

I hope, though, that their return was celebrated and that they went on to live happy, full 
lives. The focus of this story is the Samaritan man. He, too, was cleansed—and his 
reaction was very different. He was not welcome both because of his skin and because of 
his status as a Samaritan. So even when he was healed, he was still not welcomed back in 
due to his origin. Instead of running home to his family and friends, he turns back to 
Jesus and throws himself at his feet. 

  
There are two important pieces of note in this: first is a question that we will not 

find the answer to. What happened to the Samaritan’s community? While he was isolated 
from society while he suffered from leprosy, he was clearly still surrounded by the other 
nine lepers. But when they are healed, he was still a Samaritan—still isolated, while the 
others left him behind.  

  
The other piece of note is this man’s gratitude to Jesus. This is not a quick, 

throwaway thanks that the man shouted over his shoulder as he went on his way. The 
Samaritan man turned around and threw himself at the ground at Jesus’ feet- a marked 
change from the distance he held before the healing. This action shows a surrender of his 
life and a recognition that Jesus was God. He asks for nothing in this moment, just gives 
his whole self in gratitude to what Christ had done for him. His gratitude showed that this 
moment was more than just a transaction—it was the beginning of a relationship that the 
man perhaps didn’t even know he needed. Jesus offered him grace that others for so long 
had not—for the welcome that had been kept from him because of his appearance and his 
origin.  

  
We are taught a few basic manners as children, one of which rules them all: say 



please and thank you. Thank you for my dinner, or the birthday present, or for having me 
over to play. And if you rush through your thank you or forget to say it, turn around and 
look them in the eye and say it properly. Our thanks are often due to transactions—thank 
you for whatever it is that you’ve given or done for me. As an adult, I’ll admit that it’s 
easy to throw a thank you into the midst of an interaction without a whole lot of thought 
behind it, especially when you’re just out and about. When was the last time that you felt 
this overwhelming sense of thankfulness for something—not just said “thank you,” but 
felt truly, deeply grateful for something or someone else? It’s in those moments that we 
can most often feel God’s presence.   

  
Jesus isn’t just lifting this man up as a hallmark for how to give thanks. The 

Samaritan’s thanks are important because they show a response to God’s grace and a 
willingness to be in relationship with Christ. In turning back, the man hands himself over 
at the feet of Jesus, no longer asking for healing but grateful for what Christ had done in 
their midst. Jesus, seeing the man’s desire for closeness with him, gives the man what he 
did not know he needed: he made him well. It was his faith, not his identity, that made 
Jesus issue this proclamation. Jesus is proclaiming the good news that all people are to be 
healed—and not just that, but to be made well.  

  
The Greek has three different words used in this passage that are representative of 

healing. Katharizo is used when we read the word “clean”: this is descriptive of both the 
physical healing that occurs and also is related to the cleanliness that was required to 
enter into certain rituals in society. Iaomai is used when we read the verb “healed”: so we 
see that the 10 lepers were made clean, and then the one saw that he was healed and 
turned back to Jesus. Lastly is the word sozo, which means to be made well, made whole, 
or saved. There’s a differentiation here in how Jesus describes each person that’s 
important: the other nine lepers are cleansed and healed, but only the Samaritan man is 
made well, which we can read from other uses of sozo that the man was made whole and 
“saved.” We must note this because the other uses of sozo offer insight into its use here. 
This “wellness” is more than just a physical healing of the man’s leprosy; his return to 
Jesus and his faith help him reach the inner wellness that connected his body with his 
spirit.  

  
We hear a lot about the idea of “wellness” in today’s society. There are so many 

diets and lifestyles and wellness bloggers out there that try to teach us how to be a little 
more “whole,” which really can be interpreted as how to achieve perfection. We need to 
eat all the right things, and have a put-together house, and save enough money for a 
lengthy retirement—but we should also volunteer, and be vulnerable with our emotions, 
and still save room for a full night’s sleep every night. It’s overwhelming. And these 
goals aren’t necessarily bad, but when we get caught up in the process of getting there 



instead of living grateful lives for where we are, we forget to pause and turn around to 
Christ and just say “thank you.”  

  
We aren’t told that Jesus changes a single thing about the Samaritan man besides 

healing him from leprosy. This “being made well” doesn’t come from Jesus changing the 
man’s essence or identity. In fact, Jesus recognizes the man as a Samaritan, names this 
difference, and accepts him; he does not ask him to assimilate. Instead, this wellness 
comes from Jesus recognizing the man’s faith and his overwhelming gratitude and 
reminding him that that is what to hold onto. Jesus is giving the Samaritan man 
permission to be comfortable in his own skin and challenging us to accept him too.  

  
What would it look like if our goal was to help all, but especially those who have 

been isolated or discounted from society, to feel well and whole? Jesus claims that we are 
whole not despite who we are but because of who we are. What if we said no to racism, 
sexism, ageism, and all the other forms of discrimination that in essence tell someone that 
they are not whole?  

  
All the other things in life that we cling to cannot make us feel whole. We will not 

be made whole by our job success, or our workout routine, or that vacation that we’ve 
been saving for. Our American nationality will not make us whole. Our whiteness will 
not make us whole. We can only be made whole when we find our identity, and the 
identities of others, not in our physical beings but in our beings as images and children of 
God.  

  
That’s not to say our physical well-being isn’t important, but it’s a reminder that all 

the things we add or subtract from our lives mean nothing if we do not ground ourselves 
in our faith. Because that’s the difference in being healed and being made well.  

  
Jesus is welcoming the Samaritan man in because he is a child of God, fearfully 

and wonderfully made—just as are each of us. God extends God’s grace to us over and 
over again throughout our lives. When we respond with gratitude and accept God’s 
welcome, we in turn show this gratitude and welcome to others. This living out of our 
faith reveals God’s grace to us once again, until we are caught up in a cycle of grace and 
gratitude that is the very heart of who we are. Jesus extends grace to all, particularly those 
who have been pushed to the outside. May we have the courage to do the same: to 
welcome the stranger, provide comfort to those who struggle, and see in each person the 
face of Christ, wholly God’s just as they are. And may we also accept God’s welcome for 
ourselves, trusting that through our faith we will be made well. This is the wholeness that 
God wants for our lives: the connection of physical and spiritual well-being that reminds 
us to breathe and to give pause for deep thanks for all the ways God claims each of us.  



  
God is bigger than all that divides us and welcomes all into the kingdom. Thanks 

be to God. Amen.  
  

 


