
 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

JANUARY 29, 2023 

 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church, Franklin. The asterisk (*) invites all to rise in body or 

spirit. The people’s responses are in bold type.  

Please silence cell phones.  
 

Today’s liturgical color is green, to represent the time of growth and expansion of the Church 

following the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.   

 

GATHERING 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

POURING OF THE WATER      

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

PRELUDE/HYMN INTONATION 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP             

 With what shall we come before the Lord, 

 to bow before God on high? 

  Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 Who can abide in the temple of the Lord, 

 or stand in God’s presence? 

Blessed are the pure in heart, 

  for they will see God.   

 

*HYMN 63                   The Lord is God                           AZMON  

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY           

 Holy God, 

 you confound the world’s wisdom 

 in giving your kingdom to the lowly 

 and the pure in heart. 

 Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice 

 and perseverance in striving for peace, 

 that by our words and deeds 

 the world may see the promise of your kingdom, 

 revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord, 

 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

 one God, forever and ever. Amen. 



CALL TO CONFESSION     

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Merciful God, 

we belong to your church, 

the body of your Son Jesus Christ. 

We hear your call to blessedness. 

You count us among the poor in spirit, 

the grieving, and the meek. 

You summon us to hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

practicing mercy and peace, even when we are persecuted. 

Forgive us, Lord, for all the ways we fail to live this calling. 

In your forgiveness, grant us the power and grace of your Spirit, 

that we might walk in your ways,  

and live by your light. 

 

SILENT CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS             

 

*THE PEACE 

 The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

(Please greet those around you with the peace of Christ.) 

 

*GLORIA 581                  Gloria Be to the Father                GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;   

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be.  

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

*THE READING OF THE LAW 

Let us now remember the standard by which God calls us to live. 

God spoke all these words, saying, I am the Lord your God. You shall have no 

other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the 

form of anything that is in heaven above or that is on the earth beneath, or that 

is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship 

them. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. Honor your father and your 

mother. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not 

steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not 

covet your neighbor’s home; you shall not covet your neighbor’s spouse, or 

anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

Blessed are they whose delight is in the law of the Lord. Amen. 



THE WORD 

TIME WITH THE YOUNG CHURCH           Anne Keener 

Children of all ages are invited to come forward.  

Nursery and Children’s Worship info on back of bulletin. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                

God of mercy,  

 you promised never to break your covenant with us. 

 Amid all the changing words of our generation, 

 speak your eternal Word that does not change. 

 Then may we respond to your gracious promises 

 with faithful and obedient lives; 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

SCRIPTURE READING                                 Matthew 5:1-12 

 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON     #Blessed                   Chris Joiner 

 

RESPONSE 

 

*HYMN 450                   Be Thou My Vision                        SLANE 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – APOSTLES’ CREED                         

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus 

Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead. and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 



STORIES OF BELONGING               Anne Keener 

 

THE OFFERING  Fold and place your completed Connection Card in the offering plate. 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC     What Does the Lord Require of You?            J. Stathdee 

What does the Lord require of you?  

To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.  

 

*DOXOLOGY 606  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow    OLD 100TH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,  

all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly hosts;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING     

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

SENDING 

 

*HYMN 694              Great God of Every Blessing                  AURELIA         

 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE                 

RINGING OF THE CARILLON                 Five Bell Peal 

 

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Chris Joiner, Pastor  

Anne Keener, Commissioned Pastor  

Michael Snoddy, Director of Music and Organist 

Susan Burns, Liturgist 

 

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given in memory of our Mom, Alice Boyce, 

for her January 28th birthday by her children. 

 

PRAYER LIST 

 

New: 

Valerie Blackburn's mother, Lila Eby 

Barbara Roos' cousin, Karl Lache 

Cathie Davidson's friend, Tim Holder 

Ruthie and John Moulton's friends, Hernandez and Kee families 

Judith Wilson's friend, Pam Spencer 



Births/Adoptions: *rosebud  

Owen Gregory Bennorth, son of Alex and Liz Bennorth, January 17 * 

  grandson of Greg and Sue Bennorth 

Sawyer Elisabeth Elder, daughter of Libby and Carson Elder, January 21 

  granddaughter of Lashlee and Sam Webb 

 

Members: 

Jean Acklin 

Dee Bechtel 

Dean Crosswhite 

Barb Heerman 

Sam Moore 

Gerry Reams 
 

In Memory of:  

Lucinda Sandlin, January 29, 2001  

 

Responding to God's grace through worship, study, and service. 

 

Our purpose is to joyfully follow Christ and respond to God's grace as an inclusive, 

multigenerational faith community by: 

• Deepening discipleship through relevant worship and life-long learning 

• Creating and nurturing congregational relationships 

• Transforming lives and connecting with others through service 

Welcome! We extend a warm welcome to all who are here today. Whether you are from our 

community or visiting, we are glad to have you among us.  

We strive to be inclusive and offer assistance for those with disabilities.  

T-Coil hearing devices are available from members of the Hospitality Team who have blue name 

tags. We have several pew cutouts for accessibility and offer sensory nurturing items for 

children. If anyone has other needs or disabilities requiring assistance or accommodations for 

any church activity, please contact the church office at 615-794-5114. 

Nursery is available for infant – 3 year old children downstairs in Room 111.  

Children of all ages are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary.  

Children’s Worship is available for childrenyears old – kindergarten in Room 101 following the 

Time with the Young Church, and those attending will be returned to the sanctuary before the 

end of the service. For accommodations and more information please contact the coordinator, 

Katie Oldham, k.oldham1994@gmail.com. 

Prayer requests to convey concerns or celebrations may be shared with Anne Keener 

akeener@fpcfranklin.org. 

 



THE SESSION 

Class of 2023 

Christi Granstaff 

Rich Johnson 

Heather Reimer 

Andrew Stevens 

Bruce Tarkington 

 

Class of 2024 

Mike Anderson 

Hunter Battle 

Chris Jones 

Jennifer Sower 

Sam Webb 

 

Class of 2025 

Jason Coleman 

Marti Downey 

Christine Grisham  

Jim Mahurin 

Verna Rydlund 

THE CHURCH STAFF 

Christopher A. Joiner, Pastor 

Mary Sellers Shaw, Associate Pastor 

Anne Keener Commissioned Pastor 

Michael Snoddy, Director of Music/Organist 

Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education  

Sam Belcher, Director of Youth Ministries 

Marie Hayman, Accountant 

Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator 

Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator 

Linda Cairatti, Nursery Staff 

Katie Oldham, Children’s Worship 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Music in Worship: This is your invitation to join us in the new year.   

Carillon Handbell Choir (WED at 5:00 p.m. in Room 215-A) and  

Chancel Choir (WED at 6:45 p.m. in Room 215-B)  

Wednesday Night Live is for everyone! Sign up on the Connection Card—dinner starts at 6 

and programming follows at 6:45 PM.  Suggested pricing: $10 per adult/youth, $5 per child, 

$25 family max. This week, February 1, we will hear from local Westhaven resident, Katrina 

Wilson, as she shares her fascinating story of escaping from the Republic of Latvia.  

Growth Groups for Lent: The deadline to sign up is TODAY. All the information is on the back 

of the connection card. You may sign up there or online using the QR code below. Groups begin 

the week of February 12 and will meet for 8 weeks. We will be reading A Time to Grow: Lenten 

Lessons from the Garden to the Table by Kara Eidson. Growth Groups are small groups that meet 

in various locations or on Zoom providing space to get to know one another better, to discuss a 

common book, and to pray for one another. We invite you to find a group that works for you. 

Sparkle for Smiles: The Mission Committee is sponsoring a table at the Jiselle Lauren 

Foundation’s annual fundraiser, Sparkle for Smiles. The event will be from 6-9 PM on February 

4, and attire is cocktail. RSVP to Mary Sellers if you’d like to attend this special evening to 

support our very own Pratt family, founders of the Foundation, and families with children with 

disabilities.  



FPC Winter Potluck– Sunday, February 5 after worship: No signups and no rules! Make and 

bring a favorite dish; meat, veg, bread or dessert, and together we will create a feast. As you 

arrive, leave potluck offerings in kitchen.  

Youth Sunday- February 12: Our youth will lead worship on February 12. As part of the focus 

on our Youth that morning, we'll also have an Envelope Fundraising board set up in the 

Narthex. In order to raise money for our Youth's summer mission trips, there will be envelopes 

numbered 1 through 100 set up on a board. We ask that you take an envelope, fill it with a 

dollar amount based on the number chosen, and return it the next Sunday! 

At FPC we pride ourselves on being able to help any and all students who want to attend a 

life-changing summer mission trip or Montreat Youth Conference, and that is only possible 

through your generous contributions! 

Primetimers 2023 Events: February 14, 11:30 AM Valentine Brown Bag lunch and special 

games at FPC; March 16, 1 PM lunch at Quinn’s; April 13, 11 AM Tour the Reclaimed Water 

Project & lunch. Sign up on our website.  

Men’s Saturday Bible Study is at 7:30 AM in the Parlor: They use William Barclay's New Daily 

Study Bible and are currently studying the book of First Peter.  

Sisters in Spirit meets on Fridays, 10 AM: We are reading Lysa TerKeurst's book The Best Yes: 

Making Wise Decisions in the Midst of Endless Demands. Newcomers are welcome!  We look 

forward to fellowship and prayer, as well as lively discussions of this biblical approach to 

decision making. 

 

First Presbyterian Church, Franklin is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)      

and a member of the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, the Synod of Living Waters,           

and the General Assembly of the PC(USA). 

615.794.5114 | fpcfranklin.org 

 


