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The next day they say yes. This is an odd way to begin a story much less a 
sermon. Beginning with the next day places you squarely in the middle of the story 
and creates confusion. You need to know who is agreeing to do what before you 
can move forward. You need to know what happened on the day prior to provide 
context, and the same is needed for our story today.  

On the day before John the Baptist had testified to the priests and Levites, 
who were sent from Jerusalem to question him as if he was a witness on a trial. He 
confessed that he was not the Messiah when they asked, “Who are you?” but his 
answer did not satisfy them, so the questions continued. Are you Elijah? No. Are 
you the prophet? No. Who are you? What do you say about yourself? 

John responds, “I am the voice of the one calling out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’” He goes on to explain that he is baptizing 
with water, but another who is already among them is coming after him to do much 
more. 

It is with this backstory that we are greeted with this next day where we hear 
John the Baptist testifying that Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world.  

In John’s gospel, John the Baptist’s role is solely to testify to the light.  John 
the Baptist’s witness has nothing to do with him but everything to do with God.  
He doesn’t even realize Jesus is the Messiah until God gives him eyes to see the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove and remaining on him which God had 
previously explained would be the sign of the one who would baptize with the 
Holy Spirit.  

John the Baptist is a witness but an even more profound witness than shown 
in the questioning by the priests and Levites. As written earlier in John 1:7, “He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.”  
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John isn’t drawing attention to himself. He isn’t beating his chest saying 
look at me, see what I have done, give me the glory. He is actually doing the 
complete opposite. John the Baptist speaks, his disciples listen to him, and as a 
result they decide to follow Jesus instead of John. By fulfilling his purpose people 
turn away from him and toward Jesus. In all that John the Baptist does and says, he 
is pointing to Jesus.  

This mental image of John the Baptist pointing to Jesus reminds me of the 
painting by Matthias Grunewald entitled Crucifixion that includes John the Baptist 
pointing to the crucified Christ with a lamb holding a cross at John’s feet. This 
image clearly echoes the words from our text, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world.” It gives us a concrete image of this metaphorical image 
we have of John pointing to Jesus.  

John the Baptist came as a witness to testify to the light, to point others to 
Jesus.  As followers of Christ, we are called to follow John’s model and live our 
lives in such a way that point others to Jesus. But before we can point to Jesus, we 
need to know where or how to point. In order to do this, we need to first have a 
relationship with Christ.  It is through that relationship that we learn how to point. 
The deeper our relationship, the better we can point.  

During a recent Wednesday Night Live adult study, Vance Lahey and Mike 
Freiburg invited us to reflect on our values. They gave us a sheet of dozens of 
words and asked us to choose our top 5 values. It was a challenging yet affirming 
exercise to think about what values are most important to us. The purpose of the 
exercise was to then consider how these values shape our financial decisions.  In 
other words, do our financial choices and our values align?  

Another good question might be, does our living align with our values? John 
the Baptist’s living points to Jesus which I expect was an accurate reflection of his 
values. Values play an important role in our individual lives and our communal 
living. Do the choices we make and the words we share reflect our values?  Do our 
values reflect our faith? 

Like many of you I have been reading articles about Martin Luther King Jr. 
this week. Dr. King’s message was a consistent reflection of his values.  Values 
such as honesty, justice, equality, and knowing right from wrong. Values that were 
important in 1960s and are just as important today. Values that we heard expressed 
in Dr. King’s speeches and sermons, and values that we still need to hear in 
speeches and sermons today. 
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We hear Jesus’ first words in John’s gospel today. I doubt it will surprise 
you that the first words of Jesus form a question, “What are you looking for?” This 
question was initially directed to John’s disciples, but it is also being asked of each 
of us today. “What are you looking for?”  

We do a lot of looking in life.  At any given moment, if someone asked what 
you are looking for, you could probably offer a list of things, but this isn’t just 
anyone asking the question. This is the Son of God looking deep into your eyes 
and asking, “What are you looking for?” 

The confusion or maybe a better word is strangeness of this text continues as 
the conversation between Jesus and the two disciples continues.  After Jesus asks 
what they are looking for, they respond with their own question, “Where are you 
staying?” 

The disciples’ response to Jesus doesn’t make a lot of sense initially. A 
better way of understanding the heart of this question is to hear it as asking, 
“Where are you dwelling?” or “Where are you abiding?”  The question phrased 
this way is a deeper question than simply “where are you spending the night?”  
Where are you staying appears surface and temporary, but where are you abiding is 
a much more personal and eternal question.  

Questions are a good thing. They help us learn and often simply forming the 
questions themselves help point us in the right direction. Just as the disciples ask 
Jesus a question, my prayers often include questions. Questions such as, “God, 
where are you dwelling in the Middle East?” or “Where are you abiding you in the 
ongoing fight for civil rights and equality for all?” Questions help us move deeper 
into relationship with God. 

In response to their question, Jesus doesn’t offer a long answer.  He simply 
responds, “Come and see.” With those three simple words, the disciples accept his 
invitation. Not only do they come and see, but they have the courage to remain 
with Jesus.  

Just as Jesus’ question, “What are you looking for?” is directed to us, Jesus’ 
invitation to “Come and see” is also offered to us. Christ is inviting us to “come 
and see” how God is at work. Currently Christ is inviting us to “come and see” 
how God is at work in Beirut, Lebanon and in the refugee and immigrant 
communities here in Nashville, and our congregation is accepting the invitation. 
Christ is inviting us to “come and see” those in Williamson County who are 
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hungry, and we are accepting the invitation by providing warm meals through 
Meals on Wheels and assembling weekend fuel bags for students through 
GraceWorks during our recent 2NDSAT. 

“Come and see.” I heard Jesus’ response described this week as evangelism 
by invitation.  Evangelism by invitation. Evangelism can be a tricky word for us 
Presbyterians. Some embrace the word while others are terrified by it. Whatever 
your reaction to the word, the response “come and see” is an invitation to witness 
God at work in Christ.  It is evangelism without pressure, without guilt, and 
without shame. It is spreading the gospel of love through a simple invitation to 
come and see, an invitation to relationship, an invitation to witness God is at work.   

John the Baptist’s role is to be a witness to Jesus.  He sees the Spirit descend 
and remain on Jesus, and then he testifies about what he saw.   

The early church grew through the ripple effect. John points to Jesus, Jesus 
invites Andrew to come and see, who then invites Simon Peter to come and see, 
who then invites countless others. Evangelism by invitation continues throughout 
John’s gospel. After a conversation with Jesus at the well, the Samaritan woman 
goes back to the city and invites the people to come and see Jesus. And after 
discovering the stone has be removed from the tomb, Mary Magdalene runs to tell 
Simon Peter and the other disciples to come and see.  

You can visualize the circle widening in all directions as one person invites 
another who invites another who invites another. This is how the early church grew 
all those years ago, this is how we are growing today, and this is how the church 
will continue to grow in the future.  

I first learned about Grunwald’s Crucifixion painting during one of my 
classes through Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary entitled Reading the 
Bible Theologically. My professor was teaching us about Karl Barth and how 
everything in his theology is directed toward Christ. Barth believed this deeply, but 
he also knew it is important to keep reminders of our beliefs front and center. To 
help him continually align his living with his theology, Barth hung a reproduction 
of the Crucifixion painting in his office. Each time he looked at the painting, John 
the Baptist would remind Barth to point to Christ in all things. 

Through my reading and reflecting on Dr. King this week, I realized he 
boldly followed in John the Baptist’s footsteps. During his first public role in the 
civil rights movement as the president of the Montgomery Improvement 
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Association, he proclaimed, “We must keep God in the forefront. Let us be 
Christian in all our actions.1” Dr. King’s living certainly pointed to Jesus, and his 
living inspires us to do the same, to follow in John the Baptist’s footsteps and point 
to Jesus. 

Do you remember the first sentence of the sermon?  “The next day they say 
yes.” Would you like to know the backstory? 

A couple moved to town and met a neighbor who invited them to church. 
The next day they say yes when they see the neighbor on a walk which leads to a 
conversation where they learn more about one another. The next day they come 
and see.  They come to worship and see the congregation pointing to Jesus.  

They continue to come and see and decide to remain.  They hear Jesus 
asking them, “What are you looking for?” They are given space to ask hard 
questions like, “Where is God in the midst of pain and suffering of the world?” and 
come to realize that God is always with us especially in the midst of the pain.  

They hear God inviting them to “come and see” and accept the invitation 
which leads to a deeper relationship with Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world. They find themselves living lives that point to Jesus. They 
even find themselves practicing evangelism by invitation.  

The ripple effect continues as the circle grows wider and wider and wider. 
May it be so. Amen.  

  

 

                                                           
1 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “August 28 1963; MLK Day”, Sara Marsolek, life1025.com 


