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WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE RETURNS SEPT. 6th
WNL is our midweek evening program for all ages. Even with all the busy schedules many take this opportunity
to connect with their church family. Come and join us!
5:15 –6:30 pm Adult Handbell Rehearsal
6:00 MEAL SERVED IN WILSON HALL
6:30—8:15 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal
6:45—7:30 pm Adult, Youth, Children and Nursery programs (see below)
Listening Across the Lines of Race
Adults—Sept. 6 at 6:45 pm: The Belhar Confession will be presented by Dr. Jaco Hamman, Vanderbilt Divinity
School Director of the Program in Theology and Practice and Associate Professor in the area of religion,
psychology and culture. (Room 211)
Youth—Sept 6 at 6:45 pm: Come hang out in Room 120 for a devotion and board games.
Adults & Youth—Sept. 13, 20, 27 & Oct. 4 at 6:30 pm: (Note the earlier start time to allow for discussion)
These nights will be led by Rev. Warner Durnell, Middle Tennessee Executive Presbyter and Dr. Kenneth Hill,
Pastor of Shorter Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Franklin, 255 Natchez St. They will lead a
community discussion of race in America, using feature films and documentaries that dramatize the
experiences of African Americans in our land. This is a joint program with Shorter Chapel. We will meet twice
at our facility and twice at their church facility. We will view the film then have small group discussions to learn
from each other. On Sept. 20 and Oct. 4 the participants will meet at Shorter Chapel for a 6:00 pm meal and
the program from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. On the two nights we meet at Shorter Chapel we will offer childcare with
games at Shorter Chapel. The youth will be participating in the discussion on all four evenings.
PLEASE SIGN UP AND LET US KNOW THE CHILDCARE NEEDS. (Click Here)
WE HOPE YOU CAN ATTEND ALL FIVE SESSIONS.
Children and Nursery at WNL—The nursery is available for children 3 years and under in Room 111 beginning
at 6:30 pm. We offer a multiage class for PreK through 6th grade that will include special guests offering their
talents and hobbies for the children to experiment with. The children will gather and dismiss from the
Children’s Library Room 210. If you have a talent/hobby to share please contact Kelly Oldham
kellyoldham@gmail.com.
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News from our pastoral assistant,
Anne Keener

When it takes effort to move around and you are instructed to constantly keep your foot raised after surgery,
stillness can feel more like a punishment than a gift. My perspective on the stillness changed one August
morning after having been inside my house for over a week. Looking back, I would describe it as God nudging
me to go outside to get some fresh air and gain a new perspective. Over the last few years, I have come to
experience God more and more in nature, especially from the sanctuary of my back porch. While reflecting
on the beauty around me that morning, I reached for my journal and started writing. These are some of my
thoughts from that day.
As I breathe in the fresh air, I can’t help but give thanks for the beauty that surrounds me. The sunlight is
peeking through the leaves and dancing all around me. The light moves as if it has a mind of its own, with the
wind blowing the leaves about, causing bursts of God’s light to shine through the openings where just
seconds before limbs and leaves blocked it. The cool breeze reminds me that God’s Spirit is always with me,
as close as my next breath.
Shades of green surround me, causing me to pause and soak in the gift of the new day. These same leaves
that diffuse the sunlight keeping my favorite porch spot cool in the summer will soon turn into rich autumn
colors and eventually fall to the ground, allowing the sun to shine through and warm the space as the
temperatures drop. While the brightness of the sun will bring the warmth, it will also bring overwhelming
morning brightness that will cause me to adjust my chair position if I want to read and take in the beautiful
scenery.
The light, God’s light, has this effect on all of us. When we feel God’s light and love, we cannot help but be
affected. It is what we mean in our mission statement when we say “Responding to God’s grace.” In these
moments of realization and transformation, we see the world differently. Sometimes God’s light causes us to
adjust our chair- to shift our vision, our perspective, or our behavior. How is God’s light breaking through the
trees of your life? How are you feeling led to respond to the love and light that God freely gives us?
The stillness and the sunlight that once felt like an intrusion can become gifts. The movement from intrusion
to gift doesn’t happen on its own. It is in the recognition of God’s presence in the moment that shifts our
perspective. I believe it is part of our journey from image to likeness. May we walk this journey as individuals
and as a community.
Peace,
Anne

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance Prepares to Send National Response Team to Texas

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is in touch with presbyteries in affected areas of Texas to
offer assistance. We are standing by with resources and National Response Team members ready
to deploy upon invitation and when it is safe to do so.

We need your help. Please give generously.
For those who wish to support PDA's emergency response and recovery efforts, gifts can be made the
following ways:
1. To make an online gift click: Donate Online to PDA
2. You may also make a gift through First Presbyterian Church by cash or check noting DR000169-Harvey on
your donation.
3. Gift of the Heart Kits help replenish supplies for future needs:
When a hurricane (or other event) disrupts lives, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance draws on the response
kits available in warehouses. You can help prepare for future disasters by putting kits together. More info on
Heart Kits
"Please join us in praying for courage for those who are suffering; wisdom and diligence among
agencies and individuals assessing damage and directing relief efforts; and for generosity to flow as
powerfully as rivers and streams, as we respond to the deep human needs left in the wake of the
storm." A prayer from Rev. Dr. Laurie Ann Kraus of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
If you have any questions please feel free to contact the church office – 615-794-5114, or Cathy McCall,
Mission Chair – cathymccall@icloud.com
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is an agency that may take more time to become established in devastated
communities, but remains in those communities sometimes long after other volunteer groups have left.
If you would prefer your donation to go to more immediate relief efforts, we encourage you to do so through
these agencies that are already at work in Houston and the surrounding area:
Red Cross – Call 1-800-RED-CROSS or text the word HARVEY to 90999 to make a $10 donation.
Catholic Charities - https://catholiccharities.org/catholic-charities-hurricane-harvey-updates/

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Women’s Retreat– Save the Date
Please join us November 3-6 for the 2017 Women’s
Retreat at NaCoMe Camp and Conference Center. Rev.
Lindsey Groves, the UKIRK minister for Vanderbilt and
Belmont Universities, will be leading us this
year. UKIRK Nashville is a ministry of the Presbyterian
Church (USA). Please join us for all or part of the
weekend. Additional details will be forthcoming over
the next several weeks. In the meantime, mark your
calendars and if you have any questions please feel
free to contact Stephanie Lampley at
Stephphilli@yahoo.com.

Why we love the Women’s Retreat…
“Connecting with women on our spiritual journey is
wonderfully unique as children of God and renews our
visions of where our paths will lead us, separately and
together.”
“I love getting away to the quiet and stillness of NaCoMe
but also being able to share laughter and stories and
getting to make new friends.”

Inquirer Lunch
"Welcome one another,
therefore, just as Christ
has welcomed you, for
the glory of God."
- Romans 15:7

If you are looking for a church home or would simply like to learn more about our community of faith at FPC
Franklin, we invite you to join us on September 10 following the 11:00 worship service for our Inquirer Lunch. We
will get to know one another over lunch and then Pastor Chris and other members of the staff and congregation
will share more about how God is at work through the mission and ministries of our congregation. Contact Jennifer
Godwin at 615-587-8150 or jenjac99@aol.com to reserve your place at the table. Please let us know by Tuesday,
September 5, if childcare is needed. We hope you will join us.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Growth Groups
What a wonderful day of worship and learning this past Sunday, August 27. After
leading us in worship, Rev. Marjorie J. Thompson also shared some insights about her
book, Soul Feast: An Invitation to the Christian Spiritual Life, during our Growth Group
Facilitator Training. Thank you to all those who are responding to God’s grace by
serving as a Growth Group Facilitator. We are looking forward to hearing how God will
work through these groups.

Soul Feast Books
For those who still need a book, they are available to purchase in the church office for $10
through September 17. Simply leave cash or check in the envelope marked Growth Group
Books which is on the counter.
For more info about Growth Groups contact, Sarah Fox @ sarahfox87@gmail.com.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Mission
August 12 2NDSAT

The Society of St
Andrew was our Mission Partner for the
summer months and we had a productive
July green bean drop. Unfortunately, our
plan to bring beans back to the church in
August was thwarted by the
weather. Beans are a fragile crop, and
when rain is in the forecast it is likely they
will mold during the transport and
storage. Many farmers are just like
Chris Hughes, our Crossville partner, who
regularly gives us as many free beans as we
have trucks to transport. They often have
excess crops that are not commercially
viable but would be a financial hardship
for them to transport to agencies
themselves. Gleaning these beans puts
fresh food on the tables of our neighbors in need and out of landfills. Our call to you is to talk to farmer friends
and connections and see if we can build up partners to work with Society of St. Andrew as we go
forward. The Mission committee will donate financial support to Society of St. Andrew for August and we look
forward to working with them again for our February sweet potato drop.

September 9 2NDSAT - 8:00 a.m. at FPC Wilson Hall for Project J.O.Y.
We will be assembling school supplies and bags for Harlan KY. History: Harlan is a small town northeast of
Knoxville. In years past this coal mining area thrived, and the county boasted a population of over 80,000. With
the population now down to less than 32,000, almost 40% of the county's children live in poverty. This ministry
was founded by Priest Lake Presbyterian Church 18 years ago, we join with them in their work by putting together learning bags with items bought by FPC Mission Committee and you.
Donation requests are listed on the next page under, All 2ND SAT donations.

Share the Table 2017 ran it’s Father’s Day - Labor Day course! Everything from fresh garden vegetables,
homemade breads and pies and goodies, straight from the hen house eggs…hand made ink pens, hot sauce and
Tennessee Iris bulbs have worked their magic and sent over $1000.00 to GraceWorks! Thank you to Duke Ellis
and his helpers for making this program a success.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Basic Essentials Cart
Come by and see the beautiful renovated Wilson Hall this
September. The Basic Essentials cart is FPC Mission collections
headquarters where various items are collected year
round. This is where to leave your donations of:

1. All of the basic essentials: pantry items, toiletries and
cleaning supplies.
* Basic Essentials are collected year round at the Basic
Essentials Cart and distributed between our Mission Partners;
GraceWorks, My Friends House, and Bridges Domestic
Violence Center.

2. All 2ND SAT Donations: September is Project J.O.Y.:
• Wide rule and college rule looseleaf paper in bulk, that
will be given directly to the teachers to help them midyear.
• Crosswords, Seek A Words - Sudoku, etc . puzzle
magazines, each child will also get one of these in their bag.
• Books! Consider the books your students read this past
year in school or those they are expecting to read next year as you
clean bookshelves this summer and prepare for the upcoming
school year, or purchase the new or used book that meant a lot to
you in junior high or high school; a classic novel, an important
biography or a historical event told well… pick it up for Project J.O.Y. We will put one book in for each of the 300
Learning Bags, for the upcoming September 2NDSAT.... too many books is never a problem!

3. Room In The Inn Collection for our guests during the
upcoming November - March Season, we collect only:
• sturdy winter coats
• sturdy shoes
• sturdy pants
• hats, gloves.
(We do not collect any other clothing items)

GraceWorks Manger Gifts: It can be Christmas
year round here at FPC. We accept the wonderful
buys found year round for the the annual Christmas
program run by GraceWorks for eligible
neighbors. With the generosity of the local
community donating new items ($30 or less for
infants to seniors), and with the help from teams of
volunteers, a “store-like” environment is created just
for local families to choose their own gifts. They are
encouraged to make cash donations back into
the program. So, when you find those special items,
or incredible sales, go ahead and purchase and bring
to the cart, we will carry them on to GraceWorks who
puts them into storage until December.
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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First Presbyterian Preschool
What is Reggio Emilia anyway?
First Presbyterian Franklin Preschool is a Reggio-inspired preschool. What does that mean?
Reggio Emilia is a town in Italy where a movement toward progressive and cooperative early childhood
education originated. The community rebuilt their school and formed their philosophy from the rubble
of WW2. The basic principles grew out of a desire to help children learn at their own pace and form an
understanding of themselves and their place in the world through interactions with others. Children
search out knowledge through personal investigation and construct their own learning with teachers as
mentors and guides.
The environment is the “third teacher.” Classrooms are filled with light, natural materials, order,
and beauty to inspire children and encourage collaboration, communication and exploration. Displaying
and documenting children’s thoughts and progress of thinking are emphasized. The belief in The
Hundred Languages of Children expresses how children use many (many!) different ways to show
understanding and express their thoughts and creativity.
Want to see a Reggio-inspired school in action? Call Cheri Lindsley at 615-791-9061 to inquire
about the 2017-18 school year. First Presbyterian Preschool classes are for ages 2 - 5. Children must be
two years old by August 15, 2017, to enroll. Preschool hours are 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. with aftercare to
2:55 p.m. On the Web at www.fpfpreschool.com.

FPC Welcomes our Newest Members
Woody Bibb joined the FPC family when he joined the Lewis
family. Woody and Kim were married at First Presbyterian in
May. Woody also has three children Sam, Maggie and Braxton-who all
attend college in Florida. He enjoys giving back to the community and has
supported the Maryland Farms YMCA for many years by serving as a
board member. Using Woody’s phrase, we are glad he is now an “official
member.” Welcome to the family.

Woody Bibb, Kim, Mackenzie, Allyson, and Connor Lewis

David and JoAnn Brundage have already been an active part of our
community, participating in our Habitat for Humanity build and being
involved in both the making and serving of ice cream at the Miss
Martha’s Ice Cream Crankin’. They have a strong desire to serve others,
and we are glad they have decided to make First Presbyterian their
church home.
David and JoAnne Brundage
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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FPC Franklin is hosting a Blood Drive
When: Sunday, September 24, 2017
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Where: Wilson Hall
Why:

Blood Donation is Important….and YOU
can help patients who need blood
products!

To make an appointment to donate, please
visit www.redcrossblood.org and use
Sponsor Code FPCF19.
You may also contact Connie Bond at
cbond@comcast.net / 615-790-4043 or Don Bittick
at dbittick@msn.com / 615-794-5768 to schedule
an appointment.

Why donate blood?
•

Every two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood.

•

More than 41,000 blood donations are needed every day.

•

One in five of your neighbors will need blood.

•

Blood donation is a simple four-step process: registration, medical history and mini-physical, donation
and refreshments (we all enjoy refreshments!).

•

One donation can help save the lives of up to three people.

If you’re not eligible to donate, please consider asking a friend to donate at this drive or volunteer to work at
this drive! To make an appointment to donate, please visit www.redcrossblood.org and use Sponsor Code
FPCF19.

Please contact Connie Bond at cbond@comcast.net / 615-790-4043 or Don Bittick at dbittick@msn.com /
615-794-5768 if you have questions, would like to volunteer to work the drive, or would like to schedule a
donation appointment.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Renovation Update
The second phase of renovations from the All Things Possible Capital Campaign are almost complete.
New paint and flooring has now been installed in the entire upstairs part of the facility (except for offices),
and a new sound system and t-coil hearing loop has been installed in Wilson Hall and Barr Conference
Room. Soon the offices will be renovated, bringing phase 2 to a close. Thank you to all whose generosity,
in response to God’s grace, has enabled us to care for these spaces that become holy ground when we
meet in them.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Presbyterian Women
The monthly P. W. Bible study will resume for the year 2017 -2018 on
Tuesday, September 12 meeting in the Parlor at 9:45 -11:00 a.m. Our
moderator is Janice Stevens and our Bible leader is Nancy Faye
Williams. We are a small group, and are not active in “big
projects”. However, the friendship among us is a big project as we
enjoy our time together so much and gain new perspectives as well as
review the old perspectives as we study our lessons.
The 2017 - 18 lesson is titled Cloud of Witnesses: The Community of Christ in Hebrews by Melissa Bane
Sevier. In nine lessons the author invites us to explore major themes found in Hebrews, relate these
themes to other parts of our faith tradition and tie them together with the overarching motif of
community. We hope others will consider joining into our circle of friends – it is time well spent!
Study books will be available for $10, in the church office.
Questions – Betty Willoughby 615-794-1131 or Janice Stevens 919-816-6767

Fall Bible Study - Adult
September 13 - December 13,2017
Falling Upward: A
Spirituality for the
Two Halves of Life
by Richard Rohr
Wednesdays, 10:30-Noon,
Barr Conference Room 211

Join us as we explore this outstanding book that articulates how
the heartbreaks, disappointments, and first loves of life are
actually stepping stones to the spiritual joys that the second half
of life has in store for us.
Whether you are in the first half, second half, or somewhere in
between, this book, combined with relevant scripture passages,
will help you understand how falling down, how failing, can be
the foundation for ongoing spiritual growth.
This book is recognized around the world as one of the best
spiritual guides for those of us on the path of faith.
Pastor Chris will lead the study and all are welcome to attend.
Click HERE to register.
We look forward to seeing you September 13.

Church Picnic September 17, 4:00 p.m.
Are you looking for an
afternoon of food,
fellowship, and FUN? If
so, we've got the event
for you! The annual
church picnic will be
held Sunday, September
17, at 4:00 p.m. at the
Boyce Pavilion on the
church grounds. The

main course will
include fried chicken,
and everyone
attending is asked to
provide a dish that
serves 12 people
from the following:
last name beginning
with A to P should
bring a dessert and

last name beginning
with Q to Z should
bring a salad or
vegetable. Bring a
lawn chair, wear
comfy clothes and
come prepared to
have an afternoon of
fun for the whole
family! We will

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.

provide transportation
for those needing
assistance getting up to
the Pavilion. Members
and guests are all
welcome to come and
enjoy the afternoon of
fellowship, rain or
shine!
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Thank you Letters
We are committed as a church to God ’s transforming mission in the world. Below are
notes we have recently received from our mission partners.
Dear Reverend Joiner and our friends at FPC,

Dear First Presbyterian Church,

Martha O’Bryan Center has served our city’s most
distressed communities for 122 years, living out
our core values of faith, hope, and love. Thank you
for being an important part of the work we do, and
thank you for your gift on July 13, 2017.

We received your recent gift to the Outreach
Foundation and are grateful for your generosity.
As you know, many of our mission partners are
located in dangerous areas of the world. They are
in places like Pakistan, Syria, Iraq, and North Korea
where it is not only dangerous to live but even
more dangerous to be doing ministry in the name
of Jesus Christ. They see their role as bringing
hope, encouragement and the Good News, We’re
honored to be their partners. Again, thank you for
helping us serve those on Jesus’ “front lines.”

We are an organization dedicated to building
relationships in our community, creating
innovative educational, employment, and wraparound programs that affect the root causes of
poverty and demonstrating real impact in the lives
of those we serve. Thank you for supporting this
work.

Grace and peace,

With faith, hope and love,
Marsha Edwards
President and CEO

Rob Weingartner
Executive Director

Dear Pastor Joiner and FPC,
Thank you for your support! With your help, we are able to sustain supportive
programs and a place to call home for young people who may not otherwise have one.
We appreciate your generosity, and your partnership in Monroe Harding’s mission and
vision for this generation and for those to come. Together we are creating a healing community. For the integral
part that you play, we truly thank you.
Mary N. Baker, President and CEO

Erik Borg, Chief Development Officer

Dear FPC,
With your recent donation you are providing hope to
the families currently served by BrightStone and also
for the families to come. We are very grateful for this
contribution as we know the blessings it will bring to
so many.

Thank you for your generous gift to My Friend’s
House Family & Children’s Services. Our
organization is successful, due in large part to
churches and organizations like yours, walking along
side us in support of our mission.

Sincerely,

Again, thank you for your support.

Brenda K. Hauk, Executive Director

Tina Edwards, Executive Director

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Primetimers
Attention Primetimers of FPC -

Our group consists of “Primetimers”,

people who are 55 or over. Are you looking for some activities in which to
participate for socializing and fun? We meet on the third Thursday of the
month. Many interesting activities have been planned. Our first gathering will
be dinner at Cheddar’s. It is fairly new and a delightful place to eat.
The food is excellent and the service is superb! The menu provides something
for everyone at a reasonable price! September’s outing will be Thursday,
Primetimers 2016
September 21 at 6:00 p.m.
Any questions, call Jay or Kathy Strunk at (615)807-1061 or Charles and Carlene Higley at
(615) 591-0033.
Address for Cheddars: 1654 Westgate Circle, Brentwood (across from Outback) Phone: (615) 922-2301 Please
sign up on the Adult bulletin board in Wilson Hall, or the Blue Connection Card.

September 23
Lunch and Learn in Wilson Hall
11:00 Potluck, 11:45 Presentation
What goes on in the City of Franklin Board of Mayor and
Alderman’s meetings?
J. Edward Campbell, member of the Housing Commission of the city of Franklin, will
moderate an open discussion on the City of Franklin. We will hear from Ann
Petersen (yes, our FPC member!) and Pearl Bransford who are Aldermen-at-Large,
and Eric Stuckey, who is the City Administrator for Franklin. They will give us insight
into the inner workings of the City of Franklin.

Lunch and Learn Events are sponsored by the Christian Education
Senior Adult Ministry Team. Their programs are targeted to those aged 55 and above,
but any age is welcome and would benefit from the educational presentations and
the fellowship.

October 21
Lunch and Learn in Wilson Hall
11:00 Potluck, 11:45 Presentation
Solving the Medicare Puzzle
Are you turning 65 soon or just turned 65 years young? If so, please join us Oct. 21 for FPC's Saturday lunch and
learn. Solving the Medicare puzzle will focus on what you need to know and do if you are eligible for Medicare
benefits. Betty Webb, who recently retired from TN Farm Bureau Health Plans, will be speaking on the topic and will
give an overview of how to navigate the sometimes complicated maze of options for Medicare. She has made the
presentation to numerous regional Farm Bureau Office conferences, and will be sharing it with us.
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Adult Sunday School Classes September 2017 – May 2018
Sundays 9:45 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. (*unless noted)
The Bible Class, Room 207
A focus on ancient history in the Holy Land during a time span of 960 B.C. through 135 A.D.
Contacts: Hugh DuPree (hughjdupree@gmail.com) and Duke Ellis (familyellisd@bellsouth.net)
Christian Faith & Life Class, Adult Library Room 201
A Bible study class that focuses on a particular book of the Bible and uses the Barclay’s Commentary as a resource. Contact: Missy Kitchings (missy@kitchings.net)
*Crossroads, Room 208 New class! No Matter the age we have crossroads in our faith, come share together.
*Class discussion starts at 10:00 am and dismissal at 10:50 am.
The lessons will be Biblically based and the topics discussed will be relevant to modern Christian life through the
discussion of current events using The Wired Word, an online curriculum. Contacts: Will Crunk
(wwcrunk21@gmail.com); Vance Lahey (vancelahey@gmail.com); and Betty Webb
(betty.webb42352@gmail.com)
Exploration Class, Barr Conference Room 211
A spirited discussion-based class with in-depth conversation regarding the impact a faith-based book has on our
lives, our family and our community.
Fall book: Radical Spirit: 12 Ways to Live a Free and Authentic Life by Joan Chittister
Contact: Doug Halleen (doug.halleen@mentorakid.org)
Feasting on the Word, Parlor Room 218
An in-depth study of the weekly Lectionary scripture text using Feasting on the Word curriculum.
Contacts: Jim Skillen (jim@skillendad.com); Adam Crunk (adam.crunk@gmail.com; and
Clarke Oldham (oldhamfamily@bellsouth.net)
Living Faith Class, Room 213
Video and podcast based class that views a 20-25 minute selection in class then has a guided discussion.
Fall study: Balanced by Andy Stanley. Contact: Steve Lewis (stevelewis22@comcast.net)
*Parenting at All Stages and Ages, Music Room 215-B
*Discussion starts at 9:55 am, immediately after the Children’s Musical Gathering, dismissal 10:30 am.
A book study class designed to help parents with all aged children/youth/YA integrate their faith into their everyday life with their families. Fall book: More than Words: 10 Values for the Modern Family by Erin Wathen
Contacts: Eva and Troy Dover (troyeva@comcast.net) and Kim Joiner (kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org)
Bethel Bible Series, Room 206 (This is a two year commitment class, new study begins Fall 2018)
This two-year Bible study is an overview of the Old and New Testaments. They will be studying the O.T. this year.
Contacts: Susan Bowling (susan@raybowling.com), Ray Bowling (ray@raybowling.com) and Tim Kelly
(timkelly56@gmail.com)
Christian Education Committee Chair: Doug Halleen doug.halleen@mentorakid.org
Director of Christian Education: Kim Joiner kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Sunday School Rally Day
September 10
9:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Everyone will gather together for an overview of our new
Sunday school year. The children and youth will be
3rd Grade Students will
dismissed with their new grade-level teachers and have a
receive Bibles
short time in their classrooms. The adults will remain and
6th Grade Students will
hear an overview of each class being offered this fall.
begin Confirmation
Our children, youth and one adult class will be using
Contact Kim Joiner if you
lectionary based curriculum that coincides with the
are a visitor and would
like your child on the list.
Sunday scripture texts called Feasting on the Word.
Milestone Celebrations:

kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org

WE HAVE A CLASS FOR YOU!

Sunday School is Christian
education along with …
support and care from a
small group; relationship
building; learning how to
serve your neighbor; prayer
time for your journey and
making connections with
your FPC family.

Sunday Night Summit Parent vs. Kids
Sept. 10
5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Night Summit will have its fall kick off on Sept. 10 at 5:30 p.m. SNS includes 4 different age groups:
Path 34 for 3rd & 4th grades; Trek 56 for 5th & 6th grades; Middle School for 7th & 8th; and High School for 9th
– 12th graders. During the school year a delicious dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. and parents volunteer to
cook, set up and clean up. Leanne Hoeffler and Michele Boyette coordinate the menus, purchase the food
and have easy instructions for the volunteers. On Sept. 10 all parents of 3rd—12th grade students are
invited to attend, play some games with the kids and get more information on the programming. There is
a nominal fee for the dinner and childcare is provided.

Click here to sign up.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Saturday, Sept. 30
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Wilson Hall
FREE Multigenerational Event

Jump, Jive & Swing !!
Fun for all ages! CLICK HERE to sign up.
Guaranteed fun for all! Come, enjoy and dance to swing tunes from the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s
with the 18 piece band including our own Jim Skillen and Randy Frame.
Come and Worship!
Parent and Caregiver Orientation for
Children’s Worship
Sunday, Sept. 24, 10:30 am, Room 210
Beginning when a child is 4 years old and continuing through their
kindergarten year we offer a unique Children’s Worship during both of our
worship services. If your child will attend, we encourage YOU to attend this
orientation session. We have trained leaders but you will be given the
opportunity to sign up as a helper. We will be sending you an email the first
week of September to register.

Two NEW Book Studies for Busy Moms
Join FPC Preschool Moms on Wednesdays 9:15 to 10:15 am in the Parlor
Room 218 to discuss Breathe: Making Room for Sabbath by Priscilla Shirer.
Childcare will be available, Click here to register.

Contact Jonelle Summitt for more information: jonellesummitt@bellsouth.net

Moms Monthly Bookclub
COMING SOON
Searching for Sunday by Rachel Held Evans
Click here to register.

For more info: Kim Joiner
kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org
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Youth

Fall Kickoff Retreat!
A big thanks to Hank and Cathy McCall for hosting our youth and adult participants on their river front property.
And also thanks to the members of the student leadership team who gathered together to plan a fun and
welcoming day in nature. It was a wonderful way to start of another year of FPC Youth Ministries!
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Youth
Wednesday Night Live this Fall!
On Wednesday, Sept. 6th we will gather in Wilson Hall for dinner from 6-6:45 p.m., then we will gather in the
youth wing for a short devotional, and some board games from 6:45-7:30 p.m. The following Wednesdays (Sept.
13, 20, 27, Oct. 4) following dinner our youth will join the congregation in the sessions on “Listening Across The
Lines Of Race”. Stayed tuned for what’s next at WNL in the October newsletter.
On September 20 and October 4 we will meet at Shorter Chapel AME Church in downtown Franklin. Click here to
sign up for these special nights of discussion. Your presence will give a fresh perspective and is welcome!

Rally Day: September 10th
Sunday, September 10th, kicks off a new year for Christian Education and our youth program with Rally Day! We
will be commissioning our new teachers and leaders and introducing them to you. The entire congregation will
meet at 9:45 a.m. in the sanctuary and classes will be dismissed from there. So, mark your calendars! We hope to
see you all there!

Parents vs. Kids Night @ SNS: Sept. 10th
Join us Sunday, Sept. 10th at 5:30 p.m. for our first SNS of the school year! As we kick off the SNS year, parents and
kids will face-off in fun and silly competition! There will also be dinner and important info on the upcoming year in
FPC Youth Ministries! This is a night you won’t want to miss! This is a great opportunity for us to come together as
families and a church family, get to know one another, and have a little bit of fun (ok it’ll be a lot of fun..). So join
us September 10th at 5:30 p.m. and encourage others to do the same! Click here to signup.

Confirmation Kick-off September 10
Fourteen of our 6th graders will be embarking on their confirmation journey beginning
September 10. They will meet their Covenant Partners at 4:00 p.m. Keep these partnerships in your prayers.
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A Message from our
Music Director, Michael Snoddy
Greetings to All!
So many good, good things are taking place right now, even in our midst. I am reminded of this each time
I drive into the parking lot and see all the dirt moving to our south. Before long our “parish” will increase,
as well our opportunity to engage the world for the sake of the Gospel. The theologian John Wesley is
quoted as say that “the world is my parish”, meaning that our work is to make the whole of God’s creation
a better place because of our presence. He is also credited with the following:

“Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. In all the ways you can. In all the places you
can. At all the times you can. To all the people you can. As long as ever you can.”
Wow! A tall order from our brother John. Thank you, Mr. Wesley, for this inspiration and instructive
words.
On September 17th, we will commission those who take part in the music ministry and the anthem selected
for the day, Sing Out All Voices Clear and Bright, also encourages us in a similar way as Mr. Wesley:
Sing out all voices clear and bright; Our God brings forth the light from light;
O Light of light, the fountain spring; O Days our days illumining.

Teach us to praise with all our might; Put darkness and all gloom to flight;
Turns all to good that seems most ill; Help us our calling to fulfill.
Come, very Sun of truth and love, come in thy radiance from above,
and shed the Holy Spirit’s ray on all we think, or do, or say.
Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heav’nly hosts, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
“Our calling to fulfill” is, as Frederick Buechner reminds us, that place where your passion and the
world’s great need meet. Do good to all in every way, in every time and place, to the glory of God the
Father. Amen! Let us bless the Lord.
Grace and peace to you,
Michael
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Musical Musings for September
Music List for the Month
September 10 (Holy Communion) – At the Table of the Lord, Jay Althouse
17 (Music Commissioning) – Sing Out Voices Clear and Bright, Hal H. Hopson
24 (Laboring in the Vineyard) – Forever Blest Is He, Royal Stanton
October 1 (The Authority of Jesus) – Built on a Rock the Church Shall Stand, Dale Wood
8 (Holy Communion) - Blessed Jesus, W. Glen Darst

Fall Schedule Reminders
As we look forward to fall we would like to cordially invite you to join us, whether for the first time or as a
continuing part of our musical community. We are strengthened and encouraged by your participation and
gifts. Join us!!
Carillon Adult Handbell Choir – Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m. (Room 215-A)
Chancel/Chapel Choir – Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. (Room 215-B)
Children’s Music Gathering – Resumes Sunday, September 17th at 9:45 a.m. (Room 215-B)

Music Commissioning and Coffee Hour/Open House
The Music Commissioning for fall will take place at both services on Sunday, September 17th, at which
time we will seek God’s continued blessing on our work in this place. Following the early service the choir
will be providing the morning coffee house and you are invited to join us in Wilson Hall for a bit of
refreshment and to hear more about our upcoming plans for the fall. Additionally, you are also invited to
stop in and see our renovated office/rehearsal space.

Open Rehearsal – September 20th
We invite to you join the choir for an “open” rehearsal on Wednesday, September 20th. This will be an
opportunity to join the choir for the first half of rehearsal to sing some familiar songs, hear a bit about us,
and share some light refreshments. If you have been considering joining your musical “tithe” to ours we
encourage you to do so during this special event in September.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.

P a g e

2 0

T h e

September 3, 2017
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture: Exodus 3:1-15
Sermon: “Holy Ground“- Anne Keener
Liturgists:
8:30: Don Bittick
11:00: Vicky Stiles
Children’s Worship:
8:30: Susan Bowling
Acolytes:
8:30: Kate Henderson
11:00: Bella Givens
Hospitality Team 1:
8:30: Fred and Sue Banner; Ryan, Sarah,
Hannah and Elizabeth Fox; Keith Legenzoff;
Shirley Malchow; Janice Stevens
11:00: Jenna Crunk; Avery DeYoung;
Kay Hartman; Sandra Fields; Cary, Robin and
Lexie Pulliam; Bruce, Jaclyn, Sammy and Joseph
Tarkington

September 24, 2017
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 10, 2017
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

F r a n k l i n

September 17, 2017
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Scripture: Matthew 18:15-20

Scripture: Matthew 18:21-35

Sermon: “The Effort of Love” - Chris Joiner

Sermon: “Counting” - Chris Joiner

Liturgists:
8:30: Don Bittick
11:00: Vicky Stiles

Liturgists:
8:30: Leah Stein
11:00: Elise Burns

Children’s Worship:
8:30: Rhonda Moyers
11:00: Kim Joiner

Acolytes:
8:30: Julia Pianta
11:00: Jack Hoeffler

Acolytes:
8:30: Water: Hannah Story
Candles: Braden Stivers
11:00: Water: Avery DeYoung
Candles: Barrett DeYoung
Hospitality Team 2:
8:30: Ruthie Moulton; Myers Parsons;
Duke Ellis; Tim and Leah Stein; Susan Williams;
Bruce and Betty Waterman
11:00: David, Michele, John and Mac Boyette;
Roberta Chamberlain; Avery DeYoung; Tony,
Lauren, Claire and Kinley Inglis

Hospitality Team 3:
8:30: Chris, Jennifer, Meryl, Brooks and
Hollis Godwin; Chris, Casey, Jack, Julia and
Samuel Pianta
11:00: Brent, Jennifer, Emma, Elijah and Owen
Sower; Ken, Ann, Josh and Madison Zander

Communion Preparation
Anne Parsons; Karen Sartin
Communion Clean-up
Pat and Rich Johnson
Communion for Shut-ins
Terry Love; Jessica Queen

Scripture: Matthew 20:1-16
Sermon: “Kingdom Generosity”
- Chris Joiner
Liturgists:
8:30: Leah Stein
11:00: Elise Burns

Stephen Ministry

Acolytes:
8:30: Myers Tschantz
Hospitality Team 4:
8:30: Betsy Adgent; Chad Story;
Will Crunk; Priscilla Duarte; Nick and Maria
Mielnik; Don Savage
11:00: David Bell; Chris, Julie, Spencer, Ellie
and Gracie Jones; Jessica Queen

Acts 6: 3,6 “ . . .choose seven from among you who are known to be full of
the Spirit and wisdom . . . they were presented to the apostles, who
prayed and laid their hands on them”.
Following the example of the early church, we commissioned our newest
Stephen Ministers on Sunday, August 20. John Sakich was commissioned
and Sally Wanzer was recommissioned. They are ready to join our current
Stephen Ministers in providing distinctive, one on one Christian care to
members of our congregation and surrounding community. Let’s
welcome and congratulate our newest Stephen Ministers! If you or
someone you know could benefit from talking to a Christian caregiver
about a life situation, call the FPC Franklin Stephen Ministry telephone
number 615-746-7888 or email stephenministry@fpcfranklin.org. Our
Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you.
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Church Family News - Deaths
The First Presbyterian
Church family extends
prayers and sympathy to
the following people and to
other members of their
family during their time of
loss.

The family of Cathy
McCall on the death of
her aunt, Berlie Mae
Inman, who died on July
26, 2017.
The family of Lucy
Battle and Nancy Moody
on the death of their
uncle, J. O. Gist, who
died on July 28, 2017.
The family of Jessica
Lahey on the death of
her cousin, Sam Penland,
who died on July 29,
2017.
The family of Russ
Phillips’ on the death of
his mother, Beverly
Phillips, who died on
August 24, 2017.

Births

The family of Pat
Johnson on the death
of her sister, Shirley
Griffen, who died on
August 29, 2017.
The family of Bob
Porter, who died
August 26, 2017. Bob
was a member of FPC
since Sept. 26, 2004
and had been
homebound for
several years.
There will not be a
public service for Bob.
Please keep the
Porter family in your
prayers.

Congratulations to the family of Ryoko and Caleb Joiner on
the birth of their daughter, Kotomi Joiner who was born on
August 20, at 7:13 a.m. 8lbs, 2oz. Chris and Kim Joiner and
Alex and Sharon Quintana are the proud grandparents and
great grandparents.

Kotomi Joiner

“Thank you for all the cards and words of congratulations. We are loved . . . and we love!”
- Chris and Kim
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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September Birthdays
16
Lisa McKeand
Kim Joiner
Herb Nappier
Katy Phillips
Dianne Wood
Jeanne Pritchard
9
17
Austin Bond
Susan Oldham
Sara Smith
Kelly Tschantz
10
Bill Waldkirch
Alex Medina
18
Stephanie Savage Julie Garst
Whitney Thompson Will Grisham
11
Carol Phillips
Joel Bednoski
19
Mary Clark
Connie Bond
12
Janelle Brinker
Lynn Hallum
20
Joan LaGrasse
Dylan Akers
Greg Lessley
Jennifer Sower
13
Christian Sponsel
Jenn Fitzgerald
21
Myers Tschantz
Susan Bowling
15
Kim Hagan
Diane Bell
Anne Keener
Rick Blackburn
22
Robert Oldham
Jiselle Pratt
Mary Lou Wilson
Ken Zander

1
Addie Holloway
Gea Jolley
Libby Loftin
Jane Plumley
2
Alan Huddleston
Becky Waldkirch
3
Keri Gentry
Millard Jefferson
Kim Lewis
Joseph Tarkington
4
Billie Rhea Galland
5
Andrew Combos
Kent Holdcroft
6
Katey Burriss
Angela Dyer
7
Mike Carollo
Jack Pianta
Suzette Rutherford
8
Brady Davis
Elizabeth Jackson
Allyson Lewis

P r e s b y t e ri a n

23
Laura Butler
Jonathan Collins
Maddie Saltmarsh
Jay Strunk
24
Hendley Haws
Owen Sower
25
Noah Dover
26
Talbott Grimm
Sharon Jay
Chris Rhodes
27
Marina Holloway
Brooks McAfee
Judith Wilson
28
Claire Crunk
Susan Huddleston
Jackson Phillips
Margie Reese
Levi Sponsel
29
Jane Herron
Shelly Hughes
30
Zoe Boysen
Tim Jefferson
Jack Oldham

Please note: Birthdays are published weekly in Enews and monthly in the newsletter. If you would prefer not to be
listed, please email rgarner@fpcfranklin.org for the Enews and for the newsletter.

Church Financial Information
Stewardship and Finance would like to report to the congregation the following financial information.

Income
Fixed Expenses
Other Expenses
Profit/(Loss)

July
Actual
74,127.05
68,464.80
22,892.57
(17,230.32)

July
Budget
80,217.00
68,121.62
24,799.66
(12,704.28)

March - July
Actual
376,290.20
328,949.37
68,011.36
(20,670.53)

March- July
Budget
401,084.00
333,240.10
82,022.32
(14,178.42)
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These Scripture readings are from the two-year daily lectionary of the Presbyterian Book of Common Worship (Westminster
John Knox Press 1993).
Saturday, September 16
Friday, September 8
Sunday, September 24
Morning: Pss. 104, 149
Morning: Pss. 84; 148
Friday, September 1
16th Sunday after
Evening: Pss. 138, 98; 1 Kings 18:41Evening:
Pss.
25;
40
Morning: Pss. 88; 148
Pentecost
19:8; Phil. 3:17-4:7
1 Kings 11:26–43;James 4:13– Matt. 3:13-17
Evening: Pss. 6; 20
Morning: Pss. 67; 150
5:6;Mark
15:22–32
1 Kings 5:1–6:1, 7
Evening: Pss. 46; 93
Sunday, September 17
Acts 28:1–16
2 Kings 4:8–37
Saturday, September 9
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Mark 14:27–42
Acts 9:10–31
Morning: Pss. 63; 149
Morning: Pss. 19; 150
Luke 3:7–18
Evening: Pss. 125; 90
Evening: Pss. 81; 113
Saturday, September 2
1 Kings 12:1–20; James 5:7–20 1 Kings 19:8–21; Acts 5:34–42
Monday, September 25
Morning: Pss. 122; 149
Mark 15:33–39
John
11:45–57
Morning: Pss. 57; 145
Evening: Pss. 100; 63
Sunday, September 10
Monday, September 18
Evening: Pss. 85; 47
1 Kings 7:51–8:21
14th Sunday after
Morning:
Pss.
135;
145
2 Kings 5:1–19
Acts 28:17–31
Pentecost
Evening: Pss. 97; 112
1 Cor. 4:8–21
Mark 14:43–52
Morning: Pss. 103; 150
1 Kings 21:1–16;1 Cor. 1:1–19
Matt. 5:21–26
Sunday, September 3
Evening: Pss. 117; 139
Matt. 4:1–11
Tuesday, September 26
13th Sunday after
1 Kings 12:21–33; Acts 4:18–
Tuesday, September 19
Morning: Pss. 54; 146
Pentecost
31; John 10:31–42
Morning:
Pss.
123;
146
Evening: Pss. 28; 99
Morning: Pss. 108; 150
Monday, September 11
Evening: Pss. 30; 86
2 Kings 5:19–27
Evening: Pss. 66; 23
Morning: Pss. 5; 145
1
Kings
21:17–29
1 Cor. 5:1–8
1 Kings 8:22–30 (31–40)
Evening: Pss. 82; 29
1 Cor. 1:20–31
Matt. 5:27–37
1 Tim. 4:7b–16
1 Kings 13:1–10;Phil. 1:1–11
Matt.
4:12–17
John 8:47–59
Mark 15:40–47
Wednesday, September 27
Wednesday, September 20
Tuesday, September 12
Monday, September 4
Morning: Pss. 65; 147:1–11
Morning: Pss. 15; 147:1–11
Morning: Pss. 42; 146
Morning: Pss. 62; 145
Evening: Pss. 125; 91
Evening: Pss. 48; 4
Evening: Pss. 102; 133
Evening: Pss. 73; 9
2 Kings 6:1–23
1 Kings 16:23–34;Phil. 1:12–30 1 Kings 22:1–28
2 Chron. 6:32–7:7
1 Cor. 5:9–6:11
1
Cor.
2:1–13
Mark
16:1–8
(9–20)
James 2:1–13
Matt. 5:38–48
Matt. 4:18–25
Mark 14:53–65
Wednesday, September 13
Thursday, September 28
Thursday,
September
21
Morning:
Pss.
89:1–18;
Tuesday, September 5
Morning: Pss. 143;
Morning: Pss. 36; 147:12–20
147:1–11
Morning: Pss. 12; 146
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 80; 27
Evening: Pss. 1; 33
Evening: Pss. 36; 7
Evening: Pss. 81; 116
1 Kings 17:1–24; Phil. 2:1–11 1 Kings 22:29–45
1 Kings 8:65–9:9
2 Kings 9:1–16
1 Cor. 2:14–3:15
Matt. 2:1–12
James 2:14–26
1 Cor. 6:12–20
Matt. 5:1–10
Thursday, September 14
Mark 14:66–72
Matt. 6:1–6, 16–18
Morning: Pss. 97; 147:12–20
Friday,
September
22
Wednesday, September 6
Friday, September 29
Evening: Pss. 16; 62
Morning:
Pss.
130;
148
Morning: Pss. 96; 147:1–11
Morning: Pss. 88; 148
1 Kings 18:1–19
Evening: Pss. 32; 139
Evening: Pss. 132; 134
Evening: Pss. 6; 20
Phil. 2:12–30
2
Kings
1:2–17
1 Kings 9:24–10:13
2 Kings 9:17–37
Matt. 2:13–23
1 Cor. 3:16–23
James 3:1–12
1 Cor. 7:1–9
Matt.
5:11–16
Friday,
September
15
Mark 15:1–11
Matt. 6:7–15
Morning: Pss. 51; 148
Saturday,
September
23
Thursday, September 7
Saturday, September 30
Evening: Pss. 142; 65; 1 Kings Morning: Pss. 56; 149
Morning: Pss. 116;
Morning: Pss. 122; 149
18:20–40; Phil. 3:1–16; Matt. Evening: Pss. 118; 111; 2 Kings
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 100; 63
3:1–12; 1 Kings 18:41–19:8;
2:1–18; 1 Cor. 4:1–7; Matt. 5:17
Evening: Pss. 26; 130
2 Kings 11:1–20a
Phil. 3:17–4:7; Matt. 3:13–17 –20;
1 Kings 11:1–13
1 Cor. 7:10–24
James 3:13–4:12
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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First Presbyterian Church
101 Legends Club Lane
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PHONE: (615) 794-5114
FAX: (615) 794-5188
PRESCHOOL: (615) 791-9061
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M.

Return Service Requested

CHURCH STAFF
Chris Joiner, Pastor
Anne Keener, Pastoral Assistant
Michael Snoddy, Director of Music
Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education
Janelle Brinker, Director of Youth Ministries
Cheri Lindsley, Preschool Director
Glenda Andrews, Office Administrator
Sarah Cochran, Church Accountant
Becky Garner, Administrative Assistant
Jerry Russell, Sexton
Peter Riek, Assistant Sexton
Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator
Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator
Thomas D. Walker, Pastor Emeritus

Accountant's Corner
If you would like a statement of your 2017 first and
second quarter giving, please email Sarah Cochran at
scochran@fpcfranklin.org.
Sarah’s office hours are 9-2 on Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Thursdays.

New Neighbors Coming
We are sure you have noticed the property next door is being
developed, and soon we will see buildings going up. An
apartment complex is being built there by Embry Company. We
look forward to welcoming our new neighbors soon and
extending the hospitality and welcome of Christ. As part of the
development, a traffic light will be installed at Legends Club and
Franklin Road, street lights will be installed on Legends Club
Lane, and a walking path will connect our property with the path
developed along Franklin Road and connecting to the existing
one on Mack Hatcher. A chart with the schematic drawings of
the new development is displayed in Wilson Hall.

CLICK HERE to view the church
calendar on our website.

