
 
  
  
 “Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment. For we 
brought nothing into this world so that we can take nothing out of this world.”  
 
 In other words, you can’t take it with you. So, what do you do with that fact?  
 
 I suppose you could say, “Since I can’t take it with me, I’m going to spend it all 
while I’m here.” I see from time to time a bumper sticker, usually on an RV in some 
destination or other, that says, “We are spending our children’s inheritance.” I guess they 
have taken the fact that they can’t take it with them to heart. Might as well spend it.  
 
 You may have heard the old joke about a man who was so greedy he sought to 
defy the fact that you can’t take it with you by putting in his will that all his money was 
to be put into his casket and buried with him. On the day of the funeral, standing next to 
the casket before it was lowered into the ground, the new widow’s best friend said to her, 
“I hope you didn’t actually do what that greedy old husband of yours said and put that 
money in there.” She responded to her friend, “Now, those were his wishes, and I am a 
faithful wife, so, yes, I did put the money in there. I wrote him a check.” 
 
 I suppose that’s one way to handle the hard truth that you can’t take it with you. 
You can spend like there’s no tomorrow, hoping to balance income and expenditures to 
zero on the day you draw your last breath, or you can do like the Pharaohs of old and 
bury the money with you. 
 
 Or, Paul writes to Timothy, you could embrace a different way in the world, one 
closer to the way of Christ, one that promises the life he called abundant.  
 
 He makes this declaration as part of a longer argument in 1 Timothy against false 
teachers who have come into the young churches Paul founded and are confusing them 
with false teachings. One of the ways you can spot them, Paul argues earlier in this letter, 
is by their love of money. They expect financial riches from their teachings, and Paul is 
quick to condemn this love of money as a root of all kinds of evil.  
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 It reminds me of a television preacher who was recently criticized for asking his 
congregation to finance a new multi-million-dollar private jet for him to travel in to his 
various crusades. When he was challenged on the propriety of such a purchase when he 
could easily fly commercial, he said he could not fly commercial because he would have 
to “get in a long tube with a bunch of demons.” Having recently flown economy, I could 
not agree with him more.  
 
 Those sorts of examples are laughable to be sure, and it is easy to spot so many 
examples of the ways the love of money lies at the root of so many kinds of evil, but 
when we look at the totality of Paul’s argument, we see it is not only these extreme 
examples of greed that are implicated, but us as well.  
 
 We, compared to the vast majority of the world, live lives of wealth that is beyond 
the imagining of so many. We are therefore subject to the temptations that come with 
such wealth, and the opportunities for life that come with it, life that is true life. 
 
 What he wants Timothy to know, and the church that Timothy leads, and we who 
are gathered as the church of Jesus Christ in this day, is that to be content with the basics 
of life is to live a true life. Grace is more valuable than gold, love is more precious than 
fine jewels, a life of integrity before Christ is an incalculable treasure. There is a life that 
is true life, and Paul invites the church to actively embrace it in order to discover the 
authentic joy found in the way of Christ.  
 
 “Those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless 
and harmful desires…in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the 
faith and pierced themselves with many pains.” Those who have decided that the true 
north of their lives, the center around which everything else moves, is the accumulation 
of wealth are at great risk, Paul writes, the risk of losing their way, placing hope in that 
which cannot ultimately give life.  
 
 We must admit that just by living in the United States at this time in history, most 
of us have been formed to a greater or lesser extent by the desire for possessions and 
wealth. Living as we do in one of the wealthiest areas of the state and region, for many of 
us, navigating the waters Paul is talking about here, the intersection between faith and 
money, is a real thing. And none of us will do it perfectly; I suspect many of us will have 
to return again and again to confession and reorientation to the power of money and 
possessions to pierce us with many pains. 
 
 It is you and me that Paul seems to have in mind, and those in the ancient 
congregation who have means, when he shifts the letter from talking about the dangers of 



the love of money to the ways those who have money are called to steward those 
resources. He reminds us of the presence of God, and of Christ Jesus, who did not shrink 
from the call before Pontius Pilate. He calls on the church also to stand up in the face of 
all that might tempt or hinder us and keep the commandment, stay on the way, to take 
hold of the life that really is life. 
 
 In every Christian community in those early days, there was a diversity of classes, 
and much of Paul’s ministry was spent helping create one community out of that 
diversity. He tells Timothy that those who have money should not be haughty or fall into 
the trap of setting their hope on riches, but rather on the God who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment.  
 
 That remains the heart of what it means to be a steward, a caretaker, of what 
ultimately belongs to God. To maintain our hope in God, the same God who blesses the 
world with abundance, is to hold onto our possessions loosely and to take care they do 
not possess us.  
 
 The focus, therefore, of the follower of Christ who is fortunate enough to have 
wealth is to do good, be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share. To do this is to 
store up true treasure and to take hold of the life that really is life.  
 
 When I observe the life of this community of faith, it is a great joy to see the ways 
God is working through you to bring the life that truly is life. You are a community that 
has taken to heart Paul’s reminder that the resources we have do not belong to us, but are 
gifts from a generous God’s abundance, and that God longs for us to recognize that we 
are stewards of these gifts, stewards of this grace.  
 
 I invite you to take a look at the Mission bulletin board in Wilson to see the impact 
of this generosity, or attend one of the many vibrant Sunday school classes, or speak to 
one of our young disciples, or talk with one of the families that have chosen to become 
part of this community. In far too many ways to articulate here, God is working, as God 
worked of old, and everywhere God is working, life is breaking out, real life, life that 
cannot be measured out in dollars and cents, but in transformed persons and 
communities, in love that doesn’t count the cost.  
 
 Not long ago, I had the opportunity to say thank you to someone here who gave a 
gift to the church. The person said they didn’t do it to be thanked, but because they loved 
this church, and, besides, “there won’t be a U-Haul attached to the hearse when I take 
that last ride.” I laughed, but also said thank you again, to this person, and to God, for 
being willing to recognize the truth that we brought nothing into this world and will take 



nothing out; and the greater truth that all we have and are is a gift and we are only 
stewards. The greatest legacy we leave behind is a life of generosity.  
 
 I am grateful to God for the ways you respond to God’s grace and the ways I know 
you will continue to respond as God opens out to us a future of life together in Christ. 
Real life. Life worthy of the name. May it be so. Amen. 


