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Taking the Next Step - To Tell Their Stories
“Why do we give financially to the church?” Perhaps that question can be better asked if we say “Why do we
give at all since it’s not required?”
Both of us grew up in church-going families. It was ingrained in us that you just contributed money to the
church. So that’s what we individually did from allowances and then from summer earnings.
Once married we had to think about giving to the church with all the demands that hit you…just living.
But, a funny thing happened. We started regularly giving in our church home in Memphis, not because the
church needed it, but because we felt we needed to give back some of what God had given to us. If you believe
that all you have comes from God, then it is a responsible act to financially return a portion to the church. But,
aside from that, we have found a joy associated in giving a portion of our money in response to all the blessings
we have in life.
This particular congregation has been our church home for 40 years. Over the years, many long standing
friendships originated here. Our three sons grew up in this church. Two sons have married here and four of our
grandchildren have been baptized here. One of our sons and his family still attend. The other two sons and their
families are active in their Nashville churches. The church foundation for our sons was laid in this congregation.
We have experienced the tremendous challenge and opportunity this congregation met to purchase this 12-acre
site and ultimately move to this facility 24 years ago. The original mission goal of providing a welcoming place for
children and families continues.
This congregation responded again with the overwhelming success of the All Things Possible Capital Campaign,
now 3 years ago, that not only achieved more than was thought possible both in dollars as well as an increased
enthusiasm involving so many in the congregation.
There are many examples of individuals who find their place in strengthening our church family….teaching,
serving in other mission endeavors, assisting with facility upkeep, serving on committees, learning and growing
in faith to sustain us in a hectic community and world.
From the blessings we have received, there comes a sense of responsibility not only to give of our time but also
our money in thanksgiving to God.
~ Margaret and Jim Roberts
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News from our pastoral assistant,
Anne Keener
I have a confession. When I registered this winter for the PC (USA) Polity class in my
Certificate in Ministry program through Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, I may
not have had high expectations. Although I never doubted I would learn much needed
information, I didn’t really expect to enjoy it. My confession is that I have not only enjoyed
this class, but it has also brought me joy.
Polity has always been one of those words that I didn’t really understand. I associated it with a set of rules or
church laws, but I have learned that Presbyterian Polity is about much more than rules or laws. It is the
description of our common life together as a community of faith, hope, love, and witness. It is the covenant
by which we govern ourselves.
I have enjoyed most of the reading assigned during my prior classes. So when I realized the only assigned
reading for this course was the Book of Order, I admit I was a little disappointed. I expected the weekly
reading wouldn’t easily keep my attention, but I was mistaken.
For those of you who may not be familiar with the Book of Order, it is Part II of the Constitution of the PC
(USA) with the Book of Confessions as Part I, and it is organized in four sections: the Foundations of
Presbyterian Polity, the Form of Government, the Directory for Worship, and the Rules of Discipline. The
Foundations of Presbyterian Polity is a wonderful statement of the theological principals underlying our
polity and provides the foundation for the entire Book of Order. I have especially appreciated the inclusive
language throughout the Book of Order as I wrote in one of my class discussion board posts:
“The good news of the Gospel is that the triune God -Father, Son, and Holy Spirit- creates, redeems, sustains,
rules, and transforms all things and all people.” This is the first sentence from the Foundations in F-1.01 God’s
Mission, and it clearly states that the good news is for all, not just for some, since the word “all” is used nine
times in this first section. It goes on to say the good news is for all things, all people, all who are
impoverished, all who are blind, all who are oppressed and all creation, and the Church participates in God’s
mission “by proclaiming to all people the good news of God’s love, offering to all people the grace of God at
font and table, and calling all people to discipleship in Christ.”
This class has not only allowed me to learn from my professor who helped write part of the Book of Order,
but it has also provided space to reflect on what I believe and why. It was especially meaningful to be
studying our beliefs around baptism in W-3.04 Sacrament from the Directory for Worship as I reflected on
Jesus’ baptism and wrote the sermon from this past week. One sentence has especially stayed with me,
“Baptism is at once God’s gift of grace, God’s means of grace, and God’s call to respond to that grace.”
W-3.0402
I would like to say thank you to this congregation for providing the opportunity for me to study through
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. The relationships I have developed and the ways my faith has
deepened have certainly been life-giving. I am grateful for all the ways this community of faith has nurtured
me for the past 20 years and continues to nurture me.
- Peace, Anne
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Save the date….March 18th
Youth Silent Auction and Sunday Dinner
It’s that wonderful time of the year…once again the
youth of FPC will be hosting their annual Silent
Auction and Luncheon. Proceeds from this event will
benefit the youth summer mission trips to
Washington, D.C. and Heifer Ranch. Get your thinking
caps on, and start those ideas rolling as we will be
looking for your donations. Do you know someone
who would be willing to donate items for the auction,
or do you work for a company that would consider
donating? Past donation examples: Tickets to
Concerts, Sporting Events or Theatre, Timeshare
vacations, Gift Cards or other merchandise?
Additionally, one of our most popular sellers are those
personal talents and items handcrafted with love. These have included baked goods, paintings, knitting/
crochet, baby sitting, craft items, personal services and many more…the ideas are truly limitless.
Youth will be in Wilson Hall between the 8:30 and 11:00 am services taking reservations for lunch, as well
as collecting donations. Reservations, payment for lunch, and donations can also be delivered to the
church office, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Checks should be made payable to FPC – Note: Youth Auction/
Luncheon. Donation Forms should be completed for all donated items and the deadline for donations is
Wednesday, March 7th.
Contact Heather Reimer at heatherreimer@comcast.net or 630-750-5776 if you have any questions.
Thanks in advance for support the youth of FPC.

Senior Recognition Luncheon
April 15, 2018

All are welcome to join us for our Senior Recognition Luncheon
following the 11:00 a.m. service on April 15 to honor our high
school graduates. Please mark your calendars and join us for this
wonderful celebration.
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Spirituality Center for the Season of Lent
Our Spirituality Center, room 211, will be open anytime you are at church, the lighting and water fountains
can easily be turned on by individuals. There are prayer stations for individuals and/or family groups.

Wednesday Night Live Lenten Services
6:45 p.m. in the Sanctuary
February 28, 2018
March 7, 2018
March 14, 2018
March 21, 2018
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Guided Meditation
Tuesdays and Thursdays of Lent
In the Sanctuary
6 a.m. and 6 p.m.
(You may stay and pray longer after 10 minute guided meditation.)
All are welcome…
Be still and know that I am God.
Psalm 46:10

Gentle Yoga
Tuesdays and Thursdays of Lent

In the Spirituality Center (Room 211)
6:15 a.m. and 6:15 p.m.
(Bring a mat for 15 minutes of guided yoga)
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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March 29, 2018 - 6:00 p.m.
Our Maundy Thursday worship will be entirely in Wilson Hall, where we will gather around tables and
share a simple meal much like early Christians did for hundreds of years after the death and resurrection
of Jesus. Worship will begin as you enter and continue throughout the meal. At each table there will be
opportunity to engage with others around the scripture for the day. People of all ages including families
with children are encouraged to attend. A nursery will be available for infants thru 3 years old, if
needed. Worship will include Communion which will be celebrated around our meal tables. We need
everyone to sign up in advance for the service, since it involves a meal. Please register on our website,
www.fpcfranklin.org or fill out the blue connection card on Sunday.

ALL ARE WELCOME
Cost per person is:
$5.00 adults; children 6 – 12 $3.00;
children under 6 are free.
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Easter - Memorials/Honorarium
Donations in the amount of $10 are being accepted. If you would
like to give an Easter Memorial/Honorarium, please fill out the
form in the announcements and return to the offering plate, call
the office at (615) 794-5114 or email Becky Garner at
rgarner@fpcfranklin.org. Checks should be made payable to:
First Presbyterian Church (Easter Memorial/Honorarium

Easter Egg Hunt
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt for children age 10
and under will be held on Saturday, March 31, at
11:00 a.m. Please bring 12 filled eggs (per child)
and designated snacks. We are requesting that
those attending please bring the following
refreshments: If your last name begins with:
A-I sweet snacks, J-R salty snacks, S-Z water/juice
boxes. We will gather at 11:00 in Wilson Hall and
the eggs will be hidden outside at 11:15. In the
event of inclement weather this event will be held
in Wilson Hall.

Flowering The Cross
Easter Sunday we will once again flower the
cross in the narthex. Please bring fresh cut
flowers and place on the cross as you arrive
in worship.
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Mission

Over 25 women gathered at NaCoMe in early November for a time of spiritual renewal, fellowship and a whole lot of
laughs! Programming was led by Rev. Lil Smith of Richardson, TX. She is an ordained Teaching Elder in the PCUSA
March 10th @ 9 a.m./2NDSAT/Mission Partner
church and the sister of Lissa Bradford. Lil guided our Saturday morning program by setting the table to be inviting and
BrightStone
the FPC
Spring
Cleaning
Day
@ the
4184
Columbia
nourishing
forand
all who
wereInside/Outside
there. We were
fed with
Jesus’
story
of the
feeding
of the 5,000.
Pike, Franklin TN 37064 Property.
Our work varies each year, but there is always something for everybody! We will
again do spring chores both indoors and out at Columbia Pike Property.

FPC Lesvos/Camp Moria Mission Trip
FPC began a relationship with Lesvos and Camp Moria two years and three trips ago. We fell in love with the
people we encountered, the land, and the sunrises. It is in some ways small work…a week each year. However,
within that week much happens both here and there. On the island we interact with the Greeks who are so hard
pressed, make friends and bring commerce to the community. In Camp Moria, we give respite to tired long-term
workers, interact and make connections with so many of the Refugees, while doing small acts of help and
support. Within the team, we discover strengths in one another, learning together just how powerfully God can
work through us. At home, our familes and the FPC family, our friends and acquaintances hear the old story with
new ears through the words of our team members. It is a blessing to share our stories. Read on page 9 a few
words from each of our team members, but there is so much more! Please join us March 11 for dinner and a
Lesvos/Camp Moria presentation. RSVP: mission@fpcfranklin.org.

Thank you FPC
$1,739.57 was collected to provide diapers for the Moria
Mothers! We collected during December and January, and this week
ordered them delivered through Servant Group International. Many
of us worked at either stocking the diapers or handing them out to the
families in line. We were grateful to know our church family was part
of the solution to help them through that day.

February 2NDSAT w/Society of St. Andrew
February 2NDSAT is in the books! We sorted and bagged 6,000
pounds of sweet potatoes and sent them out with OneGenAway,
The Nashville Food Project and Feed America First out of
Murfreesboro. Click here to learn more about SOSA
http://endhunger.org/.
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“This snippet of a conversation with a young man from Iraq, whom I befriended over
the course of two long nights at a locked gate, will always stay with me. He asked
“why are you here?” I responded simply “to help.” He asked “why?” to which I said
“because I care.” He thought this over and finally said “you’re good, you’re
kind...are you Christian?” I said “yes, I am.” He looked me right in the eyes and said
“Me, Muslim. You, Christian. Religion? No problem. We are friends.” In that moment, we bonded. That’s why I go. That’s why I’m incredibly thankful for the
church sending us and supporting us.” Jenna Crunk
“I smelled the sewage and stepped over its stream flowing along the road in front of the main gate. I saw the mountains of
trash and plastic water bottles. I touched the gates that barred all except the vulnerable ones. I heard "Euro Relief No Good!"
shouted in my face. I tasted the weak chai tea that the fifteen-year-old boy made for me. But, what I sensed the most, what I
felt in my heart, was an intense kinship with the "POCs", persons of concern, the euphemism used for refugees. I hope these
brothers and sisters could sense our concern for them in some small way.” Sally Bullock
“During our commissioning for this mission trip, Chris said something that I pray every single one of you has heard and
knows to be true as deeply as I do. Our Lesvos mission team goes far beyond the nine of us who stepped onto the airplane.
It is this entire church family that continues to find ways to answer God’s call to serve these people. The ways in which First
Presbyterian Church, Franklin, as part of the body of Christ, has been called to action during this world crisis is becoming a
part of this church’s story. It is all of our story. It has never been “us” and “them” because they are a part of us. It has always
been us.” Elizabeth Stivers
“Why Greece? Really when I look at the bigger picture, I help because it’s who I am. It’s a part of me wanting and willing to
offer whatever is needed to be able to help those in need. There are others who are giving their time and talent for months
on end in the camp…If I can give my time and talent even if it’s only for a week, I’ve made a difference. My heart is fuller,
and makes me the person I am today, one with compassion and love, willing to help others! Support from family and friends
made it easy for me to step out of my comfort zone, put aside day to day duties, be away from loved ones, and enabled me
to commit to helping others in whatever way I can!” Heather Reimer
“It has been suggested, the biggest obstacle we face in the refugee crisis is not the scale of the problem but the fear we cannot make a difference. It has been offered, if we rescue the dignity and hopes of refugees and displaced people, we will rescue our own values. The refugee crisis is ultimately about “us”- they are “us”. What can I do to ease the suffering of those
who have lost nearly everything? With God’s help, I will give away a smile where there is none, listen as stories are told, provide wanted hugs to ensure they know we have open arms. With God’s help, I will be patient and present doing His will. All
of this may seem quite small, but in the end we start a connection. We remind each other no matter how long the journey,
we have not forgotten. We continue to be your witness.” Robin Pulliam
"As we were returning home from Lesvos (and in the days and weeks that followed), I kept thinking I saw people I met in the
camp. The teenage boy with the sad smile. The kid with glasses who kept us all laughing. The father with his 5-month old
daughter. I did double takes repeatedly as I passed someone in the airport or someone in a store...and I was sure it was
them. And, of course, it wasn't. But the truth is - in a way, it was. Because the people I met in the camp are just like us. And
we are just like them. There is no difference between my daughter's friends at high school and the teenagers we encountered in camp - or me and the fathers I met in camp - except that I was fortunate enough to be born here and not into oppression or war in Syria or Iraq or Afghanistan. We are all God's children. We are all more alike than we are different. I wish I
could do more for every single person we met in camp than we were able to do in the week we were there. I will never forget the people I met there. But I can do more for the people I encounter in my life every day here. Through kindness and
respect and showing God's love. And through sharing these stories. I hope it's a start, in some small way." Brent Sower
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Preschool
Childhood - A Small Window of Time
Magda Gerber said, “Childhood is not a race to see how quickly a
child can read, write and count. Childhood is a small window of
time to learn and develop at the pace which is right for each
individual child.”
Our Reggio-inspired art studio is available for ARTful learning to
church members as well as our preschool students. It is a magical
place where students explore, create, and express themselves.
An art teacher, is on staff two days this year which will increase to
four days next year. In February, the preschool students studied
the work of Dale Chihuly and created a chandelier to hang in the
art studio. Take a small window of your time and enjoy that
special place.
The fifth annual I LOVE BOOKS! DAY was celebrated at First
Presbyterian Preschool February 14. Students delighted to hear
books read by volunteers. New books as well as beloved classics
were enjoyed. A Scholastic book fair was part of the fun and
Chihuly Chandelier
fund….raising of the day. WE DO LOVE BOOKS! and WE LOVE PRESCHOOL at FPC!
Registration for the 2018-2019 school year has begun! Enrollment for current, legacy, and church
families began February 1. Enrollment was open to the community February 15. Preschool hours are 9:00
a .m. – 1:00 p.m. with aftercare to 2:55 p.m. Children must be two years old by August 15, 2018, to enroll.
Call Cheri Lindsley at 615-791-9061 for information or to schedule a visit.

I LOVE BOOK DAY

I LOVE BOOK DAY
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Family Play Day at NaCoMe
May 5
Come spend the day with your church family at NaCoMe enjoying
God’s beautiful creation. Mark your calendar and join us! You will be
glad you did.

Director’s Corner (February Newsletter)
I was visiting a church to talk about camp recently and a camper came right up to me,
pulled out her phone, and showed me a string of messages from her summer camp
family group's ongoing group chat. I was genuinely impressed. Not about the group
chat, but about how important it was to her. She talked about the value that these particular people
and this particular string of messages has. In a world of increasingly shallow connections, these kids
have found depth. And they're keeping that depth going using technology in ways that past generations
couldn't.
This isn't groundbreaking stuff. The deepest parts of our being desire authentic, deep connections. Our
souls need those kinds of relationships if we are going to be fulfilled. While Facebook tells me I have
somehow accumulated 754 "friends," I don't think I have 754 people I could call for help if I got into a
tight spot. And while it's easy to say that kids today have more troubles because they're missing the
deep, authentic connections (and I would agree), it's also a mistake to blame the internet and stop the
conversation there. If we want to remedy the situation, we have to put children and youth in situations
where they can have these fulfilling experiences of authentic communities. We have to push kids
toward experiences where they can explore the depth of friendships, where empathy can form true
bonds. We have to create and foster chances for kids to build these relationships between each other
and their Creator. I'm certainly biased, but I think camp is the best place for that exploration to occur.
- Ryan "Flash" Moore, Director - NaCoMe
Click here to view the NaCoMe Camp and Retreat Centers newsletter.
FPC CODE: FRANKLIN18
All members will receive 1/2 price early bird registration.
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Welcome to Our Newest Members
Welcome to our newest members, Mike, Kellie, Finn and Emma Pearson. On Sunday, February 25, they
met with the session and united with our congregation. We are delighted to have them as part of our
faith community and to be part of their faith journey. Please find an opportunity to introduce yourself and
welcome them.
Mike, Kellie, Finn and Emma have been part of our community of
faith since the fall, and we give thanks that they have officially
joined. Finn and Emma immediately got involved in our youth
ministry and have already been on youth retreats. Kellie has
already been supporting our youth as her chili “Thunder” was the
big winner of the youth Chili Cookoff during the Live Nativity. We
joyfully welcome them into our community of faith and look
forward to growing together.

Stephen Ministry

Mike, Kellie, Finn and Emma Pearson

Cast all your cares upon him; for he cares for you.” 1 Peter 5:7
Our Stephen Ministers are ready to help shoulder your burdens. If you or
someone you know could benefit from a Christian caregiver, contact our
Stephen Ministry.
To find out more information call our confidential voicemail at 615-746-7888
or email stephenministry@fpcfranklin.org.

One Great Hour of Sharing http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs
Fish banks available at church for at-home collection and offering to be collected on Easter, April 1.
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Ministry Plan for 2018 - 2019
In thanksgiving to God for the generosity of God’s people, the Session approved the following
Ministry Plan for 2018/2019 fiscal year. We look forward to responding to God’s grace together.

INCOME

2018-2019 BUDGET

PLEDGES

1,001,182.

LOOSE PLATE-REGULAR GIVERS

25,500.

LOOSE PLATE-OTHER

60,000.

USER GROUP

8,000.

PRESCHOOL

17,160.

TRANSFER FROM RESTRICTED ACCOUNT

5,000.

MISC. INCOME

20,000.

TOTAL INCOME

1,136,842.

EXPENSE
ADMINISTRATION

749,628.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

29,000.

CONGREGATION CARE

2,000.

DENOMINATION SUPPORT

30,000.

FACILITY MANAGEMENT

189,045.

FELLOWSHIP

7,500.

FINANCE

500.

MISSION

85,500.

OUTREACH

12,000.

WORSHIP

40,000.

STEWARDSHIP

1,400.

SUB TOTAL EXPENSES

1,146,573.

NET ORDINARY INCOME

(9,731.)

TOTAL EXPENSES

1,136,842.
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1 3

P a g e

1 4
T h e

F r a n k l i n

P r e s b y t e ri a n

Confirmation Students Preparing
Worship for April 29
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Love Before You Look

How well do we accept our differences? Do we get to
know the PERSON before we ask about a disability?
Gary Harmon spoke to our WNL adults and youth and
gave a riveting and honest disability awareness
presentation. We laughed and we cried at Gary's
"brutiful" life story. His story challenged us to love
before we look. Thanks to everyone at FPC for
welcoming Gary. Help share his story of acceptance and
love. For more information: www.harmonspeaks.com
(brutal+beautiful=brutiful as coined by Glennon Doyle
Melton)

SAVE THE DATE
Join us for
Vacation Bible School 2018!
Monday through Thursday, June 18 - 21

9:00 am to noon
Ages 4* through 6th grade
Registration Opens March 25
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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New Home For Quilt of Love
Have you seen this beautiful and symbolic quilt made with loving hands and hearts? It is now hanging
in Room 206 with the new symbol descriptions.

Mom’s Bookclub
March 22, 7:00 pm

Book: Present Over Perfect by Shauna Niequist
Host: Sarah Fox

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Women’s Retreat at Montreat
Through the Valley
August 10 - 12, 2018

REGISTER NOW at www.montreat.org
Email Kim Joiner by April 1 if you are interested and want to stay in a house together.
Kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org.
Women’s Connection 2018 will seek to be a time for women to find encouragement, empowerment,
connection, comfort, and challenge. We will do this through powerful and authentic worship led by women,
providing space for honest and faithful conversation, and allowing time for discernment and renewing rest.

Keynote

Speaker: K ate

Bowler

The 2018 Women’s Connection keynote speaker will be divinity professor, young mother, historian, and
author Kate Bowler! At thirty-five, after writing her first book about the American prosperity Gospel, Bowler
was a professor at the school of divinity at Duke and a new mother when she received the earth-shattering
diagnosis of Stage IV colon cancer. Reckoning with the news, Bowler discovered, to her chagrin, that she
would have to learn how to give up her own “prosperity gospel.” As she struggled to find the balance
between optimism and delusion, she wondered how to accept her own finitude without feeling like she was
giving up.
As she learns to live with cancer as a chronic condition, Bowler speaks powerfully about the ways in which
her brush with mortality transformed her. She also frankly addresses the uniquely American concept that
tragedy is a test of character, and looks at the different ways that people try to rationalize suffering and
catastrophe, for better or worse.
You can read her latest piece on the subject, What to Say When You Meet the Angel of Death at a Party,
in The New York Times.
To learn more about Kate Bowler, visit www.prhspeakers.com/kate-bowler.
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Youth
FPC Youth Sunday: March 18th
Preparing for Youth Sunday
The youth have been very busy planning for Youth Sunday! A team of youth began the process by
digging into the Lectionary texts, and coming up with a theme for the service. Then on Feb. 11th youth
broke into groups based on their interests to plan various aspects of the services. On Feb. 18th, we were
joined by our worship planning experts! Music was facilitated by Director of Music, Michael Snoddy.
Time with the Young Church was facilitated by Kim Joiner. Liturgy was facilitated by Anne Keener.
Sermon writing was facilitated by Pastor Chris Joiner. Visual arts was facilitated by Mike Moyers. Our
youth also worked on the Call to Worship, prayers and the Time with the Young Church, as Sunday
School classes. I am so thankful for the thoughtfulness and support of both youth and adults who have
been involved in the planning of this very special service.
Our hope in this process is that our youth would learn about and grow in their faith, and have an
opportunity to collectively share their gifts and make a connection with the congregation. We also hope
that the congregation would be inspired to continuing connecting with and listening to the amazing and
creative voices of our young people. I am certain that you will be inspired by the enthusiasm and
thoughtfulness of our youth here at FPC.
Join us for our Youth Sunday services on March 18th and stay for the Youth Silent Auction and
Luncheon following the 11am service. If you have donations for the Auction email
heatherreimer@comcast.net and purchase your tickets for the Luncheon in Wilson Hall between Sunday
services from now until March 18th! We hope to see you all March 18th for the Youth Sunday
Services, Silent Auction, and Luncheon!

Summer Opportunities for Youth!
Volunteer with Vacation Bible School (June 18-21)
This Summer at VBS dozens of children will come through our church to go on awesome adventures to
learn about God. And perhaps more than any of the other volunteers, our children love to adventure
alongside of our youth. The children connect with our youth, and watch them sing, dance, and
participate in activities, and they follow along with enthusiasm. So mark your calendars for June 18-21 if
you have a desire to lead our young children to grow in faith and discover that life with God is an
adventure full of wonder and surprise, and that they can trust God to be with them through anything.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Youth Summer Trips
FPC Youth Ministries is already registered for Summer Trips! That means it is time for you to sign up! Below
are the dates and locations for each of our Summer Trips. Sign-up on the bulletin board in the youth wing
(next to the coke machine) or email jbrinker@fpcfranklin.org by no later than March 18th to save your spot
on the trip. That’s right I want YOU to SIGN UP by no later than MARCH 18th. So check you calendars and
sign up today!

2018 High School Montreat Trip
Who: Rising 9th-Graduated 12th grades
Where: Montreat Conference Center. Montreat, NC
When: June 10-16, 2018

2018 High School Mission Trip
Who: Rising 9th - Graduated 12th grades
Where: Washington DC with William Penn House (Quaker Center)
When: June 24-30, 2018

2018 Middle School Mission Trip
Who: Rising 7th-8th grades
Where: Perryville, AK with Heifer Ranch
When: July 10-13, 2018

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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A Message from Our
Director of Music, Michael Snoddy
Greetings to All!
The final three days of Holy Week include Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday and Holy Saturday. Though these days are technically part of
Lent, they have long been treated as a single, separate event in the
Christian year. In the Western Church, this period is known as the
Triduum (“TRI-doo-um”, derived from the Latin word for “three
days”).
The Triduum incorporated the way early believers readied themselves to celebrate the Resurrection
each year. In the beginning, the observance grew organically out of the community’s response to the
Holy Spirit, but later became rituals as early believers expanded on them to encompass and memorialize the final movements of Jesus’ life.
Maundy Thursday—This day is given to remembering the events of the final night
Jesus spent with his disciples. Jesus gathered with them for a Passover meal and
adapted its elements in order to demonstrate for them what he’d come to do. He washed
his disciple’s feet, he infused the meal with new meaning, and gave a clear and specific
command: Love one another, even as I have loved you (The mandatum or “commandment”).
Good Friday—Author W. H Auden once noted that while “Christmas and Easter can be
subjects of poetry…Good Friday, like Auschwitz, cannot.” Jesus, the one heralded as
a hero only days earlier, was rushed into a kangaroo court before being sentenced to death
by crucifixion. Lent has moved us into the most solemn day of the entire Christian year.
Holy Saturday—On Holy Saturday, we wait. We feel the weight of the events of
Holy Week and realize that we are not at peace without the soon-to-be resurrected Jesus.

We continue to ready ourselves for that most glorious day of Easter, to watch and to pray, that we
might be ready to receive him anew, transforming the world with a cross-shaped life.
A continued blessed Lent be yours,
Michael
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Musical Musings for March
Music List – Chancel/Chapel Choir
March 4 (Lent III) – Almighty God, Your Word is Cast, Kenneth T. Kosche
11 (Lent IV) – All My Hope on God Is Founded, H. Howells
18 (Lent V) – Youth Sunday
25 (Palm Sunday) – Fling Wide the Gates from The Crucifixion, John Stainer

Carillon Handbell Choir
Works for March: Second Suite for Handbells – I. Prelude and II. Soliloquy, Helman

Musical Schedule Reminders
We would like to cordially invite you to join us, whether for the first time or as a continuing part of our
musical community. We are strengthened and encouraged by your participation and gifts.
Carillon Adult Handbell Choir – WED at 5:15 p.m. (Room 215-A)
Chancel/Chapel Choir – WED at 6:30 p.m. (Room 215-B)
Children’s Music Gathering – SUN at 9:45 a.m. (Room 215-B)
+ + +

Upcoming Dates of Note
Please note these special upcoming services and musical presentations and make plans now to join us.
Watch for more information to follow soon!
Good Friday Service – Friday, March 30
Presentation of SEVEN WORDS FROM THE CROSS, Carl Schalk (Chancel/Chapel Choir)
Franklin Suzuki Concert Presentation – Saturday, April 21
Just Justin – An Evening of Music with Justin Belew – Friday, May 18
+ + +
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March 11, 2018
4th Sunday in Lent

March 4, 2018
3rd Sunday in Lent

March 18, 2018
5th Sunday in Lent
Youth Sunday

Scripture: Jonah 3-4

Scripture: Matthew 27:45-56
Sermon: Forsaken - Chris Joiner

Sermon: Should God Not Be Concerned?
- Chris Joiner

Liturgists:
8:30: Hugh DuPree
11:00: Steve Lewis

Liturgists:
8:30: Hugh DuPree
11:00: Sue Mahurin

Children’s Worship:
8:30: CW Leader; Libby Loftin
11:00: Kim Joiner; Emily Oldahm

Children’s Worship:
8:30: Casey Pianta; Allison Lewis
11:00: Jaclyn Tarkington; Olivia Anderson

Acolytes:
8:30: Kate Henderson
11:00: Emma Wilson
Hospitality Team 1
8:30: Fred and Sue Banner; Fred Williams
Margaret, Phillip, Sanders, and Shelby Whiteside;
11:00: Avery DeYoung; David and Kathy
Garst; Christi and Jack Granstaff; Rich and Pat
Johnson; Cary and Robin Pulliam

Acolytes:
Water
8:30: Julia Pianta
11:00: Jake Wilson

Candle
Braden Stivers
Ainsley Coleman

Hospitality Team 2:
8:30: Duke Ellis; Myers Parsons; Ruthie
Moulton; Bruce and Betty Waterman; Susan
Williams
11:00: J. Edward and Brenda Campbell;
Jenna Crunk; Janice Eddlemon; Mark, Shawn,
Ian and Dylan Raines

P r e s b y t e ri a n

Scripture: Youth Leading
Sermon: Youth Leading
Children’s Worship:
8:30: Melina Stevens; Helper needed
11:00: CW Leader and Helper needed
Acolytes:
8:30: Hannah Story
11:00: Avery DeYoung
Hospitality Team 3:
8:30: Jennifer, Chris, Meryl, Brooks and
Hollis Godwin; Casey, Chris, Jack, Julia and Sam
Pianta
11:00: David, Michele, John and Mac Boyette;
Ken, Ann, Josh and Madison Zander

Communion Preparation
Duke Ellis; Karen Sartin
Communion Clean-up
Millard and Connie Jefferson

March 25, 2018
Palm Sunday

Homebound Communion
David Boyette, Joy Crunk, Duke Ellis, Dianne
Green, Rich Johnson, Jo Singer, Sally Wanzer
and Betty Webb

Scripture: Mark 11:1-11
Sermon: Hosanna on the Next Day
- Chris Joiner
Liturgists:
8:30: Duke Ellis
11:00: Steve Lewis
Children’s Worship:
8:30: Jana Roberts; CW Helper
11:00: CW Leader; Madison Zander
Acolytes:
8:30: Amelia Tschantz
11:00: Barrett DeYoung
Hospitality Team 4:
8:30: Don Bittick; Karen and Miller Sartin;
Paul, Rebecca, Hannah, Emma and Jake
Wilson
11:00: Emily and Caroline Oldham; Jessica
Queen; Brent, Jennifer, Emma, Elijah and
Owen Sower

Dear FPC:
We are so grateful for your gifts to the
Kairos Prison Ministry of Tennessee,
Riverbend Advisory Council. Through
your donations the ministry is able to
pursue its mission of ministry to the
men incarcerated at Riverbend
Maximum Security Institution,
Nashville, Tn.
We hope you understand how much
your support of this ministry means to
the people with whom we come into
contact.
Tammy S. Horton, Financial Secretary
Riverbend Maximum Security
Institution

Dear First Presbyterian Church,
Greetings in this new year and thank
you for your thoughtful gift to The
Outreach Foundation. And I pray that
we at the Outreach Foundation will
continue to serve you and all our
donor partners.
Again, thank you for your support.
Blessings,
Rob Weingartner, Executive Director
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Church Family News
Deaths
The First Presbyterian Church
family extends prayers and
sympathy to the following
people and to other members
of their family during their
time of loss:

The family of Duke Ellis on
the death of his brother,
John Ellis, who died on
February 5, 2018.
The family of Brian Lang on
the death of his father,
Donald Lang, who died on
February 1, 2018.

The family of Hunter Battle on
the death of his aunt, Marjorie
Claire Pitts, who died on
February 14, 2018.
The family of Joyce Crutcher on
the death of her brother, Bryant
McMillan, who died on February
18, 2018.

Births
With joy and thanksgiving, we announce the birth of Molly Elizabeth
Reynolds, daughter of Larry and Blair Reynolds, brother of Jackson, and
granddaughter of Hunter and Lucy Battle, on February 1.

With joy and thanksgiving we
announce the birth of Blake
Hunter Battle, son of Ben and
Kim Battle, sister of Aubrey,
grandson of Hunter and Lucy
Battle, on February 5.

Molly Elizabeth Reynolds

With joy and thanksgiving we
announce the birth of Ayden
Reese Hawley, son of Brett
and Caitlin Hawley, brother of
Austin, on December 28.

Blake Hunter Battle

Beckett Graham Lewis

Ayden Reese Hawley

With joy and thanksgiving we announce
the birth of Beckett Graham Lewis, son
of Andrea and Jamie Lewis, great
grandson of Rita Ferari, on February 5.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Dear Friends at First Presbyterian Church,
Thank you for your generous donation. Your gift
makes it possible for Bridges Domestic Violence
Center to assist victims of physical, mental and
sexual abuse.
We realize that there are many worthy nonprofit
organizations, so on behalf of the clients, staff
and board of directors of Bridges, thank you for
believing in our mission to ensure a safe
transition to successful independent living
through education, intervention, and case
management. We could not do it without your
support!

F r a n k l i n

P r e s b y t e ri a n

Dear Reverend Joiner and FPC Members,
We believe in Nashville as a place of opportunity,
where people can build economic momentum for
their family. Martha O’ Bryan Center’s programs
work strategically together to help families build
upward mobility, resiliency, and well – being,
ending poverty in one generation.
Your generosity allows us to continue our mission
to empower families to transform their lives. On
behalf of our staff, Board of Directors, and the
families we serve, thank you for your support.
With faith, hope, and love,
Marsha Edwards - President and CEO

With deepest appreciation,
Linda Crockett, Executive Director

Dear Pastor Chris and FPC,
Thank you for your recent donation. You are
providing opportunities for success for adults who
live with developmental disabilities. These
opportunities involve personal achievements in job
training, life skills development, and community
services.
On behalf of all of our adults at BrightStone, we
thank you.
Sincerely,
Brenda K. Hauk, Executive Director

Dear FPC,
From all of us at Monroe Harding, we want to say
thank you for your gift. Your support allows us to
do what a family would do for children and youth
in foster care. Our staff is there at every step along
the way - Doctors’ appointments, tutoring,
therapy, making sure a child just coming into care
today has the clothes, shoes and comfort items
that need during a stressful time in their young
lives.
Since 1893, Monroe Harding has been serving
children in the ways they need it most. Thank you
for being a part of our family and standing with us
as we celebrate our 125th Anniversary!
With gratitude,
Anne Weber, Interim CEO

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Dear Members,
Thank you for your recent gift to Living Waters for
the World. Because of your generosity, children
and their families will have life-saving clean water
to drink. The truth of that statement was made
particularly evident to me during a visit with
Cuban Water partners in September 2017.
Today, the water system operators serve 300
people every Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
We have provided over 750,000 gallons of safe
drinking water to the community.
Blessings,
Jenifer Zehnder - Director of Development
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Dear Friends,
At Room In The Inn, home is experienced in
tangible and intangible ways. Shelter. Respect.
Food. Independence. Family. Safety. Health. Love.
Support. For 30 years the heart of Room In The
Inn has been to provide these to our neighbors
who struggle with homelessness.
We thank you for your most recent donation.
Because you give, we can continue to offer the
tangibles and intangibles of home to our friends
and neighbors around Nashville.
With grateful hearts,
Rachel Hester, Executive Director

Dear Members,
We are profoundly grateful for your gift which was received on January 18, 2018, given by
a member of First Presbyterian Church of Franklin. Your support ensures that our programs
continue to build prosperity, holistically serving families. We are only a vehicle for change
with you as our partner.
With faith, hope and love,
Marsha Edwards
President and CEO - Martha O’Bryan Center
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Birthdays
8

1
Tory Garst
Rebecca Weaver
Rylan Ball
2
Eddy Jackson
3
Josh Zander
Megan Townsend
Georgia Dziedzic
4
Jim Skillen
Brett Hawley
Brent Sower
5
Marc Lively
Tim Lampley
6
David Crumley
7
Erik Lund
Gunner Davidson Elrod
Avery Holland DeYoung

Knox Burns
Steve Kelly
Emma Rose Smith
9
Alvin Clayton
Sarah Brown
10
Reed Cothron
Miller Sartin
Joe Henson
11
Will Stanfill
12
Fred Williams Jr.
Maggie Carroll
Michael Bowling
13
Ellison Ball
14
McLean Haws
Scott Bowden
15
Cara Moyers

16
Robert Nichols Jr.
Molly Hoeffler
17
Carol Busby
Elise Burns
18
Brad Dorman
Audree Saltmarsh
19
Ron Watson
20
Kristian Lewis
Paul Gaddis
Carolyn Keller
21
Samuel Weaver
Erin Gwydir
Samantha Wahlfeld
23
Ryan Clark
Adam Fuller
24
Janet Cothron
Emma Kate Carroll

P r e s b y t e ri a n

Julie Hughes
Joe Duarte
26
Valerie Blackburn
Melinda Henderson
Aaron Lopacinski
27
Lauren Claire Roberts
Maria Mielnik
Keith Legenzoff
28
Randy Frame
Gary Osburn
Rachel Sturm
Bill Lewis
Leah Stein
29
Tim Stein
30
Vickie Ellis
Chris Lewis
Ali McLain
31
Sue Mahurin

Please note: Birthdays are published weekly in Enews and monthly in the newsletter. If you would prefer not to be
listed, please email rgarner@fpcfranklin.org for the Enews and the newsletter.

Church Financial Information
Stewardship and Finance would like to report to the congregation the following financial information.
January
Actual
Income
Fixed Expenses
Other Expenses
Income over/(under) expenses

64,284.44
69,704.62
26,983.05
(32,403.23)

January
Budget
80,217.00
66,463.62
32,547.66
(18,794.28)

March—Jan.
Actual
929,132.11
728,980.88
161,206.25
38,944.98
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March—Jan.
Budget
926,444.00
733,204.82
190,944.33
2,294.85

March 2018 Daily Lectionary
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These Scripture readings are from the two-year daily lectionary of the Presbyterian Book of Common Worship (Westminster John Knox)
Thursday, March 1
Morning Pss. 27,
147:12–20
Evening Pss. 126, 102
Gen. 42:29–38; 1 Cor. 6:12–20;
Mark 4:21–34
Friday, March 2
Morning Pss. 22, 148
Evening Pss. 105, 130
Gen. 43:1–15; 1 Cor. 7:1–9
Mark 4:35–41
Saturday, March 3
Morning Pss. 43, 149
Evening Pss. 31, 143
Gen. 43:16–34; Cor. 7:10–24;
Mark 5:1–20
Sunday, March 4
3rd Sunday in Lent
Morning Pss. 84, 150
Evening Pss. 42, 32
Gen. 44:1–17; Rom. 8:1–10
John 5:25–29
Monday, March 5
Morning Pss. 119:73–80,
145
Evening Pss. 121, 6
Gen. 44:18–34; 1 Cor. 7:25–31;
Mark 5:21–43

Friday, March 9
Morning: Pss. 22; 148
Evening: Pss. 105; 130
Gen. 47:1–26; 1 Cor. 9:16–27;
Mark 6:47–56

Saturday, March 17
Morning: Pss. 43; 149
Evening: Pss. 31; 143
Exod. 2:23–3:15; 1 Cor. 13:1–
13; Mark 9:14–29

Saturday, March 10
Morning: Pss. 43; 149
Evening: Pss. 31; 143
Gen. 47:27–48:7; 1 Cor. 10:1–
13; Mark 7:1–23

Sunday, March 18
5th Sunday in Lent
Morning: Pss. 84; 150
Evening: Pss. 42; 32
Exod. 3:16–4:12; Rom. 12:1–
21; John 8:46–59

Sunday, March 11
4th Sunday in Lent
Morning: Pss. 84; 150
Evening: Pss. 42; 32
Gen. 48:8–22; Rom. 8:11–25;
John 6:27–40
Monday, March 12
Morning: Pss. 119:73–80;
145
Evening: Pss. 121; 6
Gen. 49:1–28
1 Cor. 10:14–11:1
Mark 7:24–37

Monday, March 19
Morning: Pss. 119:73–80;
145
Evening: Pss. 121; 6
Exod. 4:10–20 (21–26)
27–31; 1 Cor. 14:1–19
Mark 9:30–41
Tuesday, March 20
Morning: Pss. 34; 146
Evening: Pss. 25; 91
Exod. 5:1–6:1; 1 Cor. 14:20–
33a, 39–40; Mark 9:42–50

Sunday, March 25
Palm/Passion Sunday
Morning: Pss. 84; 150
Evening: Pss. 42; 32
Zech. 9:9–12; 1 Tim. 6:12–16 or
Zech.; 12:9–11; 13:1, 7–9
Luke 19:41–48
Monday, March 26
Monday of Holy Week
Morning: Pss. 119:73–80;
145
Evening: Pss. 121; 6
Lam. 1:1–2, 6–12
2 Cor. 1:1–7; Mark 11:12–25
Tuesday, March 27
Tuesday of Holy Week
Morning: Pss. 34; 146
Evening: Pss. 25; 91
Lam. 1:17–22; 2 Cor. 1:8–22
Mark 11:27–33
Wednesday, March 28
Wednesday of Holy Week
Morning: Pss. 5; 147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 27; 51
Lam. 2:1–9; 2 Cor. 1:23–2:11;
Mark 12:1–11

Tuesday, March 13
Morning: Pss. 34; 146
Evening: Pss. 25; 91
Gen. 49:29–50:14
1 Cor. 11:2–34; Mark 8:1–10

Wednesday, March 21
Morning: Pss. 5; 147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 27; 51
Exod. 7:8–24; 2 Cor. 2:14–3:6;
Mark 10:1–16

Tuesday, March 6
Morning: Pss. 34; 146
Evening: Pss. 25; 91
Gen. 45:1–15; 1 Cor. 7:32–
40;Mark 6:1–13

Wednesday, March 14
Morning: Pss. 5; 147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 27; 51
Gen. 50:15–26; 1 Cor. 12:1–11;
Mark 8:11–26

Wednesday, March 7
Morning: Pss. 5; 147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 27; 51
Gen. 45:16–28; 1 Cor. 8:1–13;
Mark 6:13–29

Thursday, March 15
Morning: Pss. 27;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 126; 102
Exod. 1:6–22; 1 Cor. 12:12–26;
Mark 8:27–9:1

Thursday, March 8
Morning: Pss. 27;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 126; 102
Gen. 46:1–7, 28–34
1 Cor. 9:1–15; Mark 6:30–46

Friday, March 16
Morning: Pss. 22; 148
Evening: Pss. 105; 130
Exod. 2:1–22; 1 Cor. 12:27–
13:3; Mark 9:2–13

Thursday, March 22
Morning: Pss. 27;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 126; 102
Exod. 7:25–8:19; 2 Cor. 3:7–18;
Friday, March 30
Mark 10:17–31
Good Friday
Friday, March 23
Morning: Pss. 22; 148
Morning: Pss. 22; 148
Evening: Pss. 105; 130
Evening: Pss. 105; 130
Lam. 3:1–9, 19–33; 1 Peter
Exod. 9:13–35; 2 Cor. 4:1–12;
1:10–20; John 13:36–38 or
Mark 10:32–45
John 19:38–42
Saturday, March 24
Morning: Pss. 43; 149
Evening: Pss. 31; 143
Exod. 10:21–11:8; 2 Cor. 4:13–
18; Mark 10:46–52
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Thursday, March 29
Maundy Thursday
Morning: Pss. 27;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 126; 102
Lam. 2:10–18; 1 Cor. 10:14–17;
11:27–32; Mark 14:12–25

Saturday, March 31
Holy Saturday/Great Vigil
of Easter
Morning: Pss. 43; 149
Evening: Pss. 31; 143
Lam. 3:37–58; Heb. 4:1–16
Rom. 8:1–11

WE’RE ON THE WEB
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First Presbyterian Church
101 Legends Club Lane
Franklin, TN 37069
PHONE: (615) 794-5114
FAX: (615) 794-5188
PRESCHOOL: (615) 791-9061
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M.

Return Service Requested

CHURCH STAFF
Chris Joiner, Pastor
Anne Keener, Pastoral Assistant
Michael Snoddy, Director of Music
Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education
Janelle Brinker, Director of Youth Ministries
Cheri Lindsley, Preschool Director
Glenda Andrews, Office Administrator
Sarah Cochran, Accountant
Becky Garner, Administrative Assistant
Jerry Russell, Sexton
Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator
Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator
Thomas D. Walker, Pastor Emeritus

Accountant’s Corner

Sarah is available in the church office on Monday 9-2,
Wednesday 9-2, and Thursday 9-2.

CLICK HERE to view the church calendar on our website.

FPC Church Calendar
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