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Greeting from Lesvos
This is Part 1 of a 3 Part Essay from Kim Joiner. Look for the second portion to be posted on the church Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/FPCFranklin/) soon and the final portion read on January 31 during the Greece Trip All Generation Sunday School in Wilson Hall.
On Dec. 28, 2015 I embarked on the journey to Lesvos, Greece with
8 others from FPC. We still didn’t know exactly what work we would
be doing, but I was confident we would work for the good of the
Kingdom. That morning I had read in Common Prayer: A Liturgy for
Ordinary Radicals a few prayer lines that stuck with me the entire
trip:
Remember the lives of your little ones, Lord: and break the sword of
the oppressor.
This was my prayer throughout the week. I had hoped we would be
a small beacon of light in the lives of a few little ones, and I believe
we were indeed. (continues on page two)
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Greeting from Lesvos continued
I have been on many mission trips, and the accommodations are always in the forefront
of my mind. I have never been a “good” sleeper and always hope for a quiet, dark
corner close to the bathroom. On previous trips I have taken an extra blow-up mattress,
extra mosquito netting, extra warm blanket or an extra fan depending on the location,
eye mask, earphones and relaxation app, all to be prepared for the unknown. Flying to
Lesvos limited what I could take along as security for my sleep needs. I didn’t need them
at all! The accommodations at Hotel Gorgona with Michael and Roula Kiparissis were
heavenly. Granted, we worked the night shift and were bone tired, so sleep was not hard to come by.
There just wasn’t enough of it! I start by telling you my “First” world problem of worrying about my own comfort for
sleep to let you know this trip gave me a deep appreciation for my own comforts of home but also a deep longing for
everyone to have a safe, warm place to sleep.
It is very hard to narrow the 10 days into a short overview. Instead I will tell you details of a few of my highlighted times.

The “B” Team
The first night we were divided into two teams. The “A” team had been sent to Karakas Lighthouse to be on watch for
boats. They departed with a travel guide, wet suits and instructions on what their job would be with the promise of an
orientation upon arrival. I was a part of the “B” team. These are my labels for the teams because I did feel a bit like we
were the junior mission team. The “B” team did not have a clear direction on what our job would be or if we were going
to be used at all. We were sent on our own without a guide or person to welcome us as volunteers to the large Camp
Moria in search of our own work. Five of us departed with gusto and enjoyed our van ride swapping stories and getting
to know each other better. After searching for the camp for three hours, we descended upon a grocery store to ask
someone for directions. The security guard spoke broken English and was trying her best to help us. However, two of
our party noticed a group of 5 young English-speaking orange-vested shoppers…volunteers! The road was so tricky to
find, so they offered to lead us there. Upon arrival another team member and I volunteered to search for the check-in
point and seek out work for us. It was dark, and we could see refugees warming themselves by fires. Upon finding the
volunteer tent we were told every job was covered, and we were not needed. We could come back tomorrow for the
2:00 orientation and see what was needed then. We had driven and flown all that way to be told we were not needed.
We walked to the van very defeated. The group decided to head back to our hotel/village area of Skala and walk to the
Lighthouse Camp to see what we might could do there. We found our way back much quicker and descended upon the
camp just as they were receiving news of a possible boat arrival. We were quickly placed in jobs and were ready to
serve! This was one of the roughest nights at sea ,and the temperature had plummeted. Thank goodness it turned out
to be a false alarm. No one could survive that crossing. However, we were needed to stay at the camp throughout the
night just to be on standby. We stirred soup and kept the fire going all to be ready. It was a quiet night, but we knew our
presence enabled others that had been awake for too long to get some needed rest. In the early morning hours we
walked back to our hotel with a sense that God needed us. We just had a long van ride to get there! The van ride and
sitting around the fire enabled us to get to know each other better and bond as team members. We were anxious for
our other team members to get back so we could partake in the 10:00 a.m. breakfast feast that was set before us. They
arrived, and we prayed, ate, swapped stories of the evening, worshiped, and then made haste to get to sleep for the
next night’s adventures.
Serving on God's team means there is no A or B team. I came away from this trip truly grateful for all our experiences as
a shared mission team for God's Kingdom. I am amazed and grateful for the leadership and passion that Claire offered
our team. I am honored to have served on God's team with Claire, Cathy, Harding, Robin, Lexie, Elizabeth, Tony and
Chris.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.

Pa ge

3

Growth Groups
From the beginning of the early church, Christianity was described as a community more than a set of doctrines. Believing that the church is at its
strongest when we embrace this ancient way, we want to create more opportunities for community and connections within our congregation. In that
effort, we are forming Growth Groups during the season of Lent and Easter
as a way to provide space for community to grow.
As Pastor Chris mentioned in his letter in this newsletter, we are inviting the
congregation to embrace reading a book together during the Lent and Easter
starting Ash Wednesday, February 10. Bread and Wine: Readings for Lent
and Easter offers daily readings throughout the season from a host of authors. One of the many reasons we were drawn to this particular book is that
each day’s reading stands alone instead of building on one another, so you
do not need to worry that you will be behind if you miss a day for some reason. In addition to reading this book, we invite you to come together weekly
in Growth Groups to reflect together on what you are reading and experiencing.
These groups will provide time for sharing and getting to know one another better, discussion and reflection on the
readings from the week, and sharing prayer concerns and prayer together. The groups will be meeting weekly in various homes from February 14-April 30, excluding Holy Week, which will be 10 times. We will be sending an email in
the next week with all the details of when and where the groups are meeting so you can see what fits best in your
schedule. Lent and Easter are a gift of grace to all of us, an invitation to pause and breathe in what for many of us are
busy lives. It gives us a chance to embrace the time to view our lives through a different lens.
I have been reading the book, Hearing Beyond the Words, and felt this paragraph spoke directly to the importance of
Growth Groups. Emma Justes writes, “Longing for the connections, and the belonging that listening offers to us,
draws us to community. Communities of faith in particular, ideally, are places where we are received and feel connected; where we are nurtured and we take the risks of growing. Being welcomed, received, and heard builds the
realities of community. Within community- as part of community- people learn to speak and learn to listen. Listening is not acquired without community. Community is not created without listening.”
Please embrace the model of the early church with this special opportunity to be with your church family in various
homes reflecting and praying in community on what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.
Peace,

Anne Keener
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Worship Flowers
Flowers remind us
of the goodness of
God’s creation.
When they are
present in the
sanctuary during
worship, they lift
our hearts to God.
If you would like to
provide flowers for

Sunday Worship
services during
2016, sign your
name on the
flower chart in
the church office
or call the office
(794-5114). The
cost is $85.00.

Lent and Easter at FPC
Ash Wednesday - February 10, 6:45 p.m.
Midweek Lenten Services - Wednesday, February 10 - March 16, 6:45 p.m.
Palm Sunday - March 20, 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Maundy Thursday - March 24, 6:00 p.m.
Good Friday - March 25, 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunrise - March 27, 6:00 a.m. - Historic Franklin Presbyterian Church
Easter Day - March 27, 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Family time at NaCoMe
April 30 — May 1
Come spend the day with your church family at NaCoMe enjoying God’s
beautiful creation. You may spend Saturday night or just come for the day.
Either way, join us! You will be glad you did.
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Save the Date - VBS is only 4 months away!
Now that
Christmas is over,
we are looking
ahead to this
summer! FPC will
host our annual
VBS for four fun-

filled days, June 2023, and we are
looking for a few
key center leaders.
If you are
interested in
helping us with
crafts, storytelling,

or decorations,
please contact Sarah
Jones at
VBS@fpcfranklin.org.
Registration for
children and youth/
adult volunteers will
open on March 1st.

Room In the Inn
My family had an Uncle Johnny. He was well loved, sometimes misunderstood, sometimes not. There was a certain
mystery about him. He lived without a home from the 60’s until about 2 years before the end of his life in 2001. For
those who knew him, we knew there was a deep moral standing within him; we knew that there were stories only he
could tell well and a wit and charisma that everyone just wanted to be around. This never diminished.
There are many faces of homelessness, many reasons and hopefully many potential solutions. However, the one
thing that each of us can do is be in conversation. Often there is fear when we ask for new Inn Keepers (people from
FPC to spend the night at the church with our guests). It is not fear of danger so much as fear of the unknown and
that most familiar fear of “what do I say”. The fact is that mostly they are a tired crew who just want to find the private spot where they can lay their head and be alone for a few precious hours. There is often one who is restless and
looking for a bit of conversation, and they, like us, enjoy just being asked about who they are, or hearing about who
you are. Small talk 101. If it goes deeper, so be it. If not, shut out the lights and get some sleep. 5:00 will soon be
arriving!
Uncle Johnny’s name to me was Daddy, and for many years I would not have shared this out of some type of fear of
what would be thought; however, he was simply a man whose life took a turn. He still taught me much about many
things. Today the lesson I remember from him is to always remember to consider what it is I do not know, and just
be with people. They could be our mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, sons and daughters, nieces and nephews,
grandchildren, or perhaps your high school best friend. They of course also have these same familial connections,
but for whatever reason, they are adrift. We cannot change some things, but we can forge into the unknown of
what to say and simply say hello and be a host to them in the name of Christ and FPCFranklin.
We need to broaden our base of FPC InnKeepers. We host each Wednesday night from November 1~ March 31 regardless of holidays. We have many seasoned InnKeepers that will gladly stay with you, or we will support you and
your spouse or friend with the right information and a number to call in order to have a successful night.
Consider making this a once a year personal mission. You will meet new people. It will broaden your horizons. You’ll
see the beauty of the sunrise over the cross, and you will support and give respite by sharing this job with those who
run this important mission. Thank you.
Cathy McCall, Mission Committee Chairperson
Contact: mission@fpcfranklin.org.
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February Birthdays
Mendy Davis
Tom Davis
Anne Deemy
Luke Dover
Hannah Dozier
Rachel Dozier
Ellie Elrod
Bill Fitts
Steven Fuller
Reagan Gentile
Jennifer Godwin
Gunnar Greathouse
Garrett Griffis
Katy Griffis
Colln Henry
Logan Holdcroft
Becky Hughes
Lynne Hutson
Alex Jackson
Kathleen Jefferson
Janice Jones
Spencer Jones
Brian Keener
Julie Keener
J.P. Kitchings, Jr.
Taylor Kubricky
John LaGrasse
Skylar Lahoda

Trace Adams III
Jennifer Albrecht
Grace Anderson
Sue Banner
Oriol Barenys
Nikki Barney
Ben Battle
Simon Benesh
Kaitlyn Bennorth
Annison Blackburn
Dan Bloing
Emma Boysen
Luke Brock
Madlyn Brown
Scott Burns
Hailee Carollo
Michelle Chewning
Michael Cilimberg

Scott Lahoda
Matt Lewis
Ginny Lund
Beth Maher
Rob McCain
Julia McGirt
Heather Milburn
Jodi Miller
Linda Moore
Rhonda Moyers
Gretchen Nappier
Abbie Oldham
Helen Phillips
Chris Pianta
Susan Pitts
Dan Posthuma
Adelaide Pratt
Micah Pratt
Shawn Raines
Brody Reese
Audrey Reynolds
Jordan Shanafelt
Michael Sinkey
Ed Snyder
Andy Sponsel
Monica Stone
Marti Sumrall
Ron Tapscott

Eva Thomas
Natalie Michelle Traylor
Julian VeenstraVanderWeele
Ben Weaver
Abby Wheeler
Rhett Wieland, Jr.
Susan Williams
Morgan Zander

Please note: Birthdays are published weekly in Enews and monthly in the newsletter. If you would prefer not to be
listed, please email rgarner@fpcfranklin.org for the Enews and gandrews@fpcfranklin.org for the newsletter.

Church Financial Information
Stewardship and Finance would like to report to the congregation the following financial information.

Income
Fixed Expenses

December
Actual
105, 417.47
71,685.99

December
Budget
149,090.00
75,727.00

March—Dec.
Actual
833,935.57
719,566.11

March—Dec.
Budget
858,124.00
744,354.00

Other Expenses
Profit/(Loss)

12,859.37
20,872.21

15,247.00
58,116.00

91,566.58
22,802.88

99,124.00
14,646.00
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Sunday School for the New Year at FPC
Our children, youth and adults all love to learn at Sunday school. We offer grade level classes for 2-year-olds through
12th grade along with many adult options. Take time to survey your options and come give it a try. Classes are held
from 9:45 to 10:30 a.m.
The children, youth and one adult class all study the same text we use in worship. This common lectionary text and
lessons give families many more talking points and ways to connect what they learn at church to their home life.

Take a look at all the adult offerings. Which one interests you?
Adult Forum Class - We are exploring the Questions of Faith series. This is a video/discussion series that invites the
participants to seriously consider life questions in the light of our personal and shared faith. From the opening
narration: "Certain basic questions of belief and meaning come to us over and over in our lives. Sometimes we think
we've got them answered. Other times we think we've gone beyond them. But the world and circumstances of our
lives change. And so, in every generation, we struggle to find new meaning that fits what we now know. In this series
a variety of contemporary thinkers reflect on such issues. We hope that what they say will provoke responses in you
and will help in your struggle with the questions." Contact: Bill Carver (William.Carver@HCAHealthcare.com)
Bethel Bible Series -This time-tested study is a two-year overview of the Bible, using picture illustrations to
enhance understanding and retention. It focuses on God’s unconditional love for us and what that means for our
everyday choices. This year is the second half of our survey and focuses on the New Testament. We anticipate
another two-year class to follow with sign-ups during the spring and summer of 2016. Contact: Susan Bowling
(susan@raybowling.com)

The Bible Class - The study is “How Jesus Became God”. This video based lecture series by Professor Bart Ehrman
delves into the process by which the divinity of Jesus was first conceived by his followers and demonstrating how this
conception was refined over time to become the core of the Christian theology that has significantly shaped our
civilization. Contacts: Hugh DuPree (hughjdupree@gmail.com) and Duke Ellis (familyellisd@bellsouth.net).
Christian Faith & Life Class - Our class continues with Bible study. We are now studying the Gospels in chronological
order. Our primary resource, of course, is the Bible; our main secondary source continues to be The Layman's Bible
Commentary. Please join us. Contact: Missy Kitchings (missy@kitchings.net).
Exploration Class - Be Not Afraid: Facing Fear with Faith (2011) by Samuel Wells, Dean of the Chapel and Professor
of Christian Ethics at Duke University. Chapters include: “Be Not Afraid of … Death, Weakness, Power, Difference,
Faith, and Life.” Tom Long (Candler School of Theology, Emory University) says: In this book of reflections, Samuel
Wells makes profound theological insight and artful language seem effortless. Each essay is a gem, the product of
deep thought and the wordsmith’s craft. This book is so directly addressed to the reader’s heart and mind, so
precisely on target about the fears that ensnare us, that Wells comes across not as a distant thinker but as a wise,
understanding, and compassionate friend. Contact: Doug Halleen (doug.halleen@mentorakid.org).
Feasting on the Word - Each week we will offer an in-depth study of the weekly bible verse from the lectionary used
by the PCUSA. The scripture studied each week is also read during worship and is the focus of Pastor Chris's sermon.
Our class offers background information about the bible verse and is discussion-based as we explore together the
meaning of God's word in our daily living. Contacts: Jim Skillen (jim@skillendad.com);
Adam Crunk (adam.crunk@gmail.com; Clarke Oldham (oldhamfamily@bellsouth.net).
Living Faith Class - We will be studying Breathing Room, which is a series with Andy Stanley from his on line series
called Your Move. In our busy and fast paced lives it is easy to lose sight of what’s important. Stanley describes why
life is better with “breathing room”. Contact: Steve Lewis (stevelewis22@comcast.net).
Young Adult Class - Our class is studying "To Do Justice A Guide for Progressive Christians" It is a study of complex
domestic social problems and how to become involved in social action. Contact: Garry Collins
(drgarry@bellsouth.net).
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Over 25 women gathered at NaCoMe in early November for a time of spiritual renewal, fellowship and a whole lot of
laughs! Programming was led by Rev. Lil Smith of Richardson, TX. She is an ordained Teaching Elder in the PCUSA
church and the sister of Lissa Bradford. Lil guided our Saturday morning program by setting the table to be inviting and
nourishing for all who were there. We were fed with Jesus’ story of the feeding of the 5,000.

Silent Auction and
Sunday Dinner
Sunday, March 6th

The youth of our congregation are hosting a Silent Auction and Sunday Dinner on March 6 th. We are asking
that you help by donating items or services to the silent auction and purchasing lunch tickets in advance. All
the funds raised will be used for the youth summer mission trips to New Orleans and the Heifer Ranch. The
cost of the lunch is $10 per person or $30 per family and children 3 or under are free.
In addition to your generous donations of treasures, goods and services, this year we will be adding a table
featuring those donations that support family time together. AUCTION DONATIONS…Do you know someone
or work for a company who would be willing to donate items for the auction (ie. tickets to sporting events or
concerts, timeshare vacations, or actual items or gift cards that represent your company)? Search your attics
for those treasures; buy something anyone would love to have – a bird feeder and seed, movie tickets, gift
cards to restaurants. Some great sellers are your personal talents: baked goods (maybe cookie of the
month club), monogramming, painting, knitting/crochet, gardening services (do you have that green thumb
to help others), meals (are you willing to create a meal for a special occasion)? Contact Heather Reimer at
mikeheatherchase@comcast.net if you have any questions.
Lunch reservations, along with any items or services to donate will be taken every Sunday during the month
of February in Wilson Hall between the 8:30 and 11:00 services. You can also make reservations by emailing
Heather Reimer at mikeheatherchase@comcast.net or calling the church office at 615-794-5114. Please
drop your payment in the office on weekdays or in Wilson Hall on Sunday morning. Checks should be made
payable to FPC. Donations can also be brought to the church office before February 28 th. Please make sure
that you complete the donation form.
Monetary donations are welcomed as well.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Snow, Winter Sports and a trip to the moon
Students in our preschool are discovering how interesting winter days can
be. Snowflakes! Snowmen! Snow days!! Winter sports are delightful especially
when students push back the tables and create hockey arenas in the center of
the room. With rules of play established, let the games begin! If you’re
“stuck” inside, students agree it is time to plan a trip to the moon! With several
boxes, masking tape of every color, and an abundance of imagination and energy, they were preparing for liftoff! The days of winter bring opportunities for
our preschool students to explore, create and learn.
First Presbyterian Preschool classes are for ages 2 - 5. Hours are 9 a.m. – 1 p .m. with aftercare to 2:55 p.m. Call
Cheri Lindsley for information or to schedule a visit at 615-971-9061.

CHRISTMAS CARDS THAT Gave
Fourteen of our members sent out these cards and 1,625.00
was dispersed among all of the agencies that FPC supports
Thank you! Also, much appreciation goes to Mike Moyers for
contributing the design. The Mission Committee will again
offer Christmas Cards That Give this November in time for the
season. We hope you will look for these and add them to your
Christmas traditions.

Wednesday Night Live Adult Study
The adults will embark upon an overview of the life and thoughts of Thomas Merton, a Cistercian monk at the Our Lady
of Gethsemani Abbey in Kentucky, and a noted author, contemplative and student of comparative religion. This study
will be led by Bill Carver. The remaining sessions we will consider Merton’s fascinating and somewhat controversial
explorations of Zen Buddhism as reflected in his relatively short but densely packed work Zen and the Birds of Appetite.
Although Father Louis (as he was known at the Abbey) died in a freak accident in 1968, his work continues to inspire
and excite Christians, non-Christians and even non-believers. And he still generates controversy. Pope Francis
specifically recognized his influence during his recent visit to the US. So please join us in our exploration of the thought
of Thomas Merton we will continue this thru February 3, 2016.
February 10—Ash Wednesday Service; 6:45 p.m.
February 17—Lenten Worship Service; 6:45 p.m.

February 24—Lenten Worship Service; 6:45 p.m.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Ruling Elders - Class of 2016
Ron Crutcher and his wife Joyce, natives of Williamson County, have been
members of First Presbyterian Church Franklin since 1970. They have two
daughters, Susan and Elizabeth, and five grandchildren. In 2008 Ron retired from
The Parent Company, a construction and construction management company,
located in Brentwood, Tennessee. Including two years in the US Army (one year in
Vietnam) and two years in Saudi Arabia, he had forty-one years in the construction
industry. His company managed all of the Williamson County Schools from 1989 to
1999. The Parent Company also built the FPC building. Ron has served numerous
times on the Session and now serves on the preschool committee. He looks
forward to working in a debt-free church.

Linnie Frazier starts her third year as elder. She heads up the Fellowship Committee
and is on the Flower Committee where she enjoys arranging flowers for Sunday
services. Linnie joined FPC in 1997 and is married to Reid. They will celebrate their
40th wedding anniversary this year. Linnie and Reid have 3 children and enjoy their 7
grandchildren with #8 expected in June. Linnie is a retired legal assistant and came out
of retirement to work for her son-in-law's professional staffing business.

Michael Gentile is a lifelong Presbyterian and began attending FPC when he moved to
Franklin in 2004. In 1983 Michael spent a year studying religious philosophy in Israel,
served his first of four terms on Session at St. Andrew’s Scot’s Memorial Church in Jerusalem and has since been involved as a Sunday School teacher at FPC and congregations
in Cookeville, Atlanta, and Kent, Ohio. He and his soon to be 11 year old daughter,
Reagan, live in Franklin.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Class of 2016 (Cont.)

Jennifer Godwin is a speech language pathologist. She is married to Chris and
has three children. She serves on the Outreach Committee and teaches Sunday
School at FPC.

Jane Herron was born into a Presbyterian minister’s family. Jane’s
return to the Presbyterian church four years ago was a “natural.” A
graduate of Maryville College, she taught English and social studies for 27
years, the last 22 at Battle Ground Academy. Jane and Art moved to
Franklin 31 years ago with their daughter Sara, who married David and
gave them two grandchildren, Abby and Wyatt. At FPC, Jane has taught
youth Sunday school and is chairman of the Christian Education
Committee.

Rich Johnson was born and raised in Nashville and was a member of the
West Nashville Presbyterian Church. Rich perused a career in revenue cycle
management in healthcare. After 45 years, Rich retired in 2011. Rich met his
wife, Pat, while living in Atlanta and shortly thereafter moved to Tidewater ,Virginia where they attended Providence Presbyterian Church. In 1995
Rich and Pat returned to the Franklin area and became members at First Presbyterian Church Franklin. Rich currently serves on the Mission Committee and
has participated in mission trips to Oklahoma and Virginia. Rich is also Chairperson of the Facilities Management Committee. Rich and Pat also serve on
the Communion Guild and the Hospitality Teams. Many days Rich can be
found at the church building or at GraceWorks delivering or picking up donated food. Rich and Pat share four daughters, three grandsons and a granddaughter.
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Class of 2016(Cont.)

Myers Parsons, was President of Sales for 30 years. He is now a
consultant for Great American Opportunities. They have 2 children, Kelly
Tschantz and Clay Parsons, and 6 grandchildren … all of whom are
Presbyterians! Serving and attending Church has always been an important
part of Myers’ life.

Paula Snyder, growing up a tomboy in Colorado gave Paula a love of nature
which quite naturally led to a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology with a minor
in Chemistry. Later, after her attention shifted to business, she added an M.B.A.
She and husband, Ed, share three grown children and have been members of
First Presbyterian Church Franklin since moving to Franklin in 1997. Paula
currently serves as a Senior Software Support Engineer for a computer software
company in Brentwood which provides opportunities to learn something new
every day, solve problems, mentor staff, and serve customers as a trusted
consultant and technical trainer. At church, she enjoys serving on the Preschool
and Administration Committees and became Clerk of Session in 2015.

Please note two members of the Elder Class of 2016, Roger Fender and Janet Frame, are not
represented here. They will be listed in next month's newsletter.
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Second Saturdays ….Save Those Dates
The Mission
Committee is
working toward
providing a
monthly work day
(Second Saturday)
with some type of
work for all the

ages that make up
our Church
Family. We want to
use these days to
tangibly help
organizations we
already support as

well as to help
make us ready to
tackle the
unexpected. More
information soon!

Adult Mission Trip to Virginia
It’s a New Year… and perfect time to expand your personal Mission focus: Will you step with us out of your comfort zone? Are you willing and able to put aside your work schedule for a week? Here is your opportunity to enter
communities and homes of others with sensitivity, concern and love – accepting people right where they are and
the way they are! Consider joining a group of FPC members on a Mission Trip to Jonesville, VA. We will travel Sunday, April 17th, work Monday – Friday, and return home Saturday, April 23rd.
The cost of the trip is $65 per person per day which covers food, lodging and construction materials. The church will
pay this cost in installments in advance for the number of work days reserved and you may reimburse the church as
you are able. In the past a 50% reimbursement was suggested. Scholarships are available should you need assistance with funding in order to join this trip.
If you are interested, or have additional questions, please contact Heather Reimer
at mikeheatherchase@comcast.net. Deadline to sign up will be February 15th, 2016.

Room In The Inn
3 Things you can do today to support RITI TODAY!
1. Donate new/gently used warm jeans/work pants
2. Donate gently used back packs or small rolling suitcases
3. Become an Inn Keeper. We will provide a seasoned partner!
contact: mission@fpcfranklin.org

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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New Wednesday Morning Bible Study
January 27— April 13, 2016
We will study the story of the last week of Jesus’ life as told by Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John alongside the book, “Unapologetic: Why, Despite Everything Christianity Can Still
Make Surprising Emotional Sense,” by Francis Spufford.
Francis Spufford writes, “You can easily look up what Christians believe in. You can read
any number of defenses of Christian ideas. This, however, is a defense of Christian
emotions – of their intelligibility, of their grown-up dignity. This book is called
“Unapologetic” because it isn’t giving an ‘apologia,’ the technical term for a defense of the
ideas. And also because I’m not sorry.”
We will explore the ideas in this book alongside the emotional center of the Christian faith, the death and
resurrection of Christ. We will be reading the accounts of Christ’s last week from all four gospels, looking for the
ways these stories help us make emotional sense of our faith and our lives. Click here to register.

Thank You!
As you know, due to the recent inclement weather, the
blood drive scheduled for Sunday, January 24th in Wilson
Hall was cancelled.
Thank you to everyone who signed-up to donate blood or
volunteer at this drive. The Red Cross currently has a critical
need for blood. There are a number of blood drives
scheduled in Franklin and the surrounding area (http://
franklinhomepage.com/red-cross-seeking-blood-donors-atupcoming-events-cms-23634#.VqUN0lMrIkg).
Please consider donating blood at one of these drives.
Be sure to add the next blood drive hosted by FPC-Franklin, scheduled for May 22, 2016 in Wilson Hall, to your
calendar!
Don Bittick and Connie Bond

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.

Pa ge

15

Sunday Night Summit
Room In The Inn would like to say “Thank You” to all
our Trek 56 volunteers for making Room In The Inn a success on January 13. They worked together to get everything done. Our guests arrived to freshly made beds and
a warm welcome. The 5th and 6th graders worked well
as a team making beds, packing lunches and filling bags
with personal care items for each guest. Thank you to
Claire Crunk and Heather Reimer for spending the night and having a warm
breakfast ready for our guests to enjoy before Lissa Bradford arrived at 6:00 to drive them back to Nashville. It takes a
group effort to make each RITI night a success.

Path 34 hosts RITI on February 24. Please sign up here to be part of the team. It is a fun and meaningful way for
our children to respond to God’s grace.

Sexuality Courses For Trek 56 and Middle School
First Presbyterian Church will sponsor Amazing Me, the first course in our sexuality education program, February 19
-20, 2016 for preteens in the fifth or sixth grade. The course will be led by FPC members Leanne Hoeffler and Sarah
Brown. Please sign up by February 8 on the church website or email leannehoeffler@gmail.com.
First Presbyterian Church will sponsor Reality of Sexuality, the second course in our sexuality education program,
February 19-20, 2016 for middle school youth in the seventh or eighth grade. The course will be led by FPC
members Elizabeth Stivers, and Rebecca Wilson. Please sign up by February 8 on the church website or email
leannehoeffler@gmail.com.

Lenten Spirituality
Center
The Barr Conference Room will be transformed into the Lenten
Spirituality Center beginning Ash Wednesday, February 10. All are
welcome to experience the self-guided mediation stations before
and after Sunday school each week and anytime you are at church
during Lent.
All children and youth Sunday school classes will be assigned a specific Sunday to visit and explore the Spirituality Center. This is a
meaningful space for all of God’s children no matter the
age. Please make time to take advantage of this Lenten gift to our
congregation.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Youth
FPC High School Youth Ski Trip.
Over MLK weekend, nine of our high school youth and five
adults boarded the bus headed to Paoli, Indiana for a ski trip!
The trip got off to a rocky start with some bus trouble, but
thanks to our adult participants and some willing parents, we
got to Paoli and had a blast! Saturday night, after a full day of
skiing, we sat around the dinner table each of us sharing
something we were thankful for that day, and there really was
so much to be thankful for. Smart wool socks, an injury free
day, good weather, successfully arriving in Paoli even after bus
trouble, making memories, and spending time together. These
were some of the words of thanks from our youth and adults. I am so thankful for the time that we had together
to build friendships and make memories, and I am even more thankful for the problem-solving adults and the
considerate and optimistic youth that made the trip such a blessing! Thanks be to God.
Souper Bowl of Caring: Sunday, Feb. 7th FPC Youth will be raising money for the Souper Bowl of Caring. Bring a
dollar or your loose change to be collected after the 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. services. The Souper Bowl of Caring
collection that began with a single prayer for the hungry over 20 years ago, has raised more than $60 million for
those in need and has transformed our nation’s biggest weekend of football into the largest youth-led weekend of
giving and serving. We would love for you to take part! Don’t forget your change!
Parent vs. Youth Night cancelled due to weather: After all the excitement leading up to Parent vs. Youth night, it
all ended in a snow day! I hope everyone enjoyed slowing down and playing in the snow. Parent vs. Youth Night
will be rescheduled for a later date, and be on the lookout for important info concerning Summer Mission Tripsand
other upcoming events!
First Presbyterian Church will sponsor Reality of Sexuality, the second course in our sexuality education program,
February 19-20, 2016 for middle school youth in the seventh or eighth grade. The course will be led by FPC
members Elizabeth Stivers, and Rebecca Wilson. Please sign up by February 8 on the church website or email
leannehoeffler@gmail.com.
NaCoMe Youth retreat: All youth 7-12 grades are welcome to join us for a weekend of fun and worship together
February 26-28. Sign up on the bulletin board outside of Janelle's office, and pick up a registration form! Forms and
money are due no later than Sunday, Feb. 14th.
Youth Silent Auction
Mark your calendar! The youth will hold its annual Silent Auction and Church Dinner on Sunday, March 6th. With
the auction taking place and lunch being served at 12:30.
AUCTION DONATIONS...Do you know someone or work for a company who would be willing to donate
items for the auction (ie. tickets to sporting events or concerts, timeshare vacations, or actual items or gift cards
that represent your company)? Search your attics for those treasures; buy something anyone would love to have a bird feeder with seed, movie tickets, gift cards to restaurants. Do you enjoy creating a themed basket such as
family fun night, complete with popcorn, movies/games and soda, as an idea? Some other best sellers are your
personal talents: baked goods (maybe cookie of the month club), monogramming, painting, knitting/crochet,
gardening services (do you have that green thumb to help others), meals (are you willing to create a meal for a
special occasion)? Think out of the box for those great auction items. Contact Heather Reimer
atmikeheatherchase@comcast.net if you have any questions. More details coming soon!
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Calling All Leaders
Do you teach Sunday School, volunteer with our youth and children or lead a team, committee or ministry of First
Presbyterian Church? If you answer yes, you would benefit from the LEAD 2016 Event on March 5 at Westminster
Presbyterian Church. Click here for all the details. The cost is only $25 and includes lunch.
Contact Jane Herron jherron64@bellsouth.net for more information. It is a great time to learn, grow and meet other
people in our presbytery. Please consider attending!
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A Message from Our
Director of Music, Michael Snoddy

Coming to Stillness
Greetings to All!
I recently shared some of the following thoughts during a staff meeting ,and I would like to do likewise with you as
we prepare for the upcoming Lenten season of reflection and stillness.
The playing of Pomp & Circumstance at a graduation; the singing of The Star-Spangled Banner before a ballgame;
and the playing of an organ prelude: what do these have in common? Get ready! An event is starting! This initial
music or another similar action demarcates then – whatever was happening before – from now, when something
else is about to begin.
One challenge of carrying out a daily spiritual practice, such as one might observe in Lent, is to find things that
serve to separate this activity from everything else we were doing before and are going to do afterward. Michael
Casey, in his book on the wisdom of Western prayer, knows this challenge well. “It is good,” he urges, “to have
some sort of structure to jolly us along into prayer.” How then do we step from the ordinary dailiness into
moments of reflection and quiet? What structure can be set into place that will enable us to make the shift?
There are many answers, for most any activity or any structure can be used as an entrance into both silent and
spoken prayer. Many are simple as the lighting of a candle or ringing a bell. This act says simply; “I am here and
attention is being paid. With this act I signal and mark this time from that.” The use of music in the initial phase
and also as a larger part of our daily prayer can take many forms as music is clearly an opening into the Eternal.
Music has been used as part of worship and prayer for hundreds of years. Chant, antiphon, hymn, and the Psalter,
to name a few, are some of the musical forms utilized in worship - the celebration of the human connection with
the Divine. Used as part of a daily spiritual discipline, music can also prepare us enter into then personal space
where “deep call to deep.”
During this upcoming Lent I encourage you to discover ways to utilize music as part of your daily spiritual discipline
to, as Casey puts it, “jolly you along into prayer.”
A holy and blessed Lent is yours. Rise up singing praise!

Michael
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Chancel/Chapel Choir Anthems for February
7 (Transfiguration Sunday) – Fairest L ord Jesus, Delong
10 (Ash Wednesday – The practice of faith) – Treasures in Heaven, Clokey
Lent I (Jesus is tempted) – L ik e as the Hart, Williamson
II (Gathering Jerusalem as a hen gathers her brood) – Vocal Ensemble
III (A teaching on repentance) – Come, Ye Sinners, Poor & Needy, Tur ner

100% Chance of Rain
A Musical for based upon the Biblical story of Noah!
Watch for further information and details.

Lenten Choral Presentation and the
Service of Tenebrae (Gathering Darkness)
On the Passion of the Christ – Cantata for Mixed Voices and Soloists
by David H. Williams
and
Organ Meditations on the Seven Last Words of the Christ
by John Hutson
Good Friday Evening – March 25 at 7:00 p.m.
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February 14, 2016
1st Sunday in Lent

February 7, 2016
Transfiguration of the Lord

Scripture: Luk e 4:1-13

Scripture: Exodus 34:29-35

Liturgists:
8:30: Bob Osowiecki
11:00: Ryan Fox
Children’s Worship:
8:30: Sarah Jones; Mackenzie Lewis
11:00: Anne Snow; Libbey Roumen

Acolytes:
8:30: Anna Marie Love
11:00: Jack Hoeffler

Acolytes:
Water
8:30: Meryl Godwin
11:00: Reagan Gentile

February 28, 2016
3rd Sunday in Lent
Scripture: Luk e 13:1-9

Candle
John Boyette
Caroline Oldham

Hospitality Team 2:
8:30: Duke Ellis; Jenn and Chad, Ava and
Harper Fitzgerald; Myers Parsons;
Bruce and Betty Waterman; Susan
Williams
11:00: Roberta Chamberlain; Troy, Eva,
Noah and Luke Dover; Larry and
Blair Reynolds; Ken, Ann, Josh and
Madison Zander
Communion Preparation
Fred and Sue Banner
Communion Clean-up
Joy Crunk; Steve and Laura Lewis
Communion for Shut-ins
Elizabeth Stivers; Herb Nappier

Sermon: “Let it Alone“- Chris Joiner
Liturgists:
8:30: Don Bittick
11:00: Clarke Oldham
Children’s Worship:
8:30: Rhonda Moyers; Hailey Story
11:00:
; Dawson Blackburn
Hospitality Team 4:
8:30: Sally Bullock; Jimmy, Jana, Tyler
and Lauren Roberts; Don Savage;
Troy, Kelly, Lucy, Myers and
Amelia Tschantz
11:00: David, Michelle, John and Mac
Boyette; Barbara Lee; Keith, Vicky
and Kory Stiles; Jay and Kathy
Strunk

Thank you, First Presbyterian for your year
end donation! We look forward to working
with you this year.
Peace be with you!
Jennifer Hunter

Sermon:

“Christ’s Desire” - Chris Joiner

Liturgists:
8:30: Bob Osowiecki
11:00: Clarke Oldham

Children’s Worship:
8:30: Melina Stevens; Julie Keener
11:00: Patti Kelly; Nicholas Hutson

Hospitality Team 1
8:30: Fred and Sue Banner; Tammy and
Anna Marie Love; Ruthie Moulton;
Margaret, Phillip, Harrison, Sanders
and Shelby Whiteside
11:00: Jean Acklin; J. Edward and Brenda
Campbell; Kay Hartman; Michelle
Hatcher; Leanne, Steve, Molly and
Jack Hoeffler

February 21, 2016
2nd Sunday in Lent
Scripture: Luk e 13:31-35

Sermon: “Until“- Chris Joiner

Sermon: “The T hin Place of L ight”
- Chris Joiner
Liturgists:
8:30: Duke Ellis
11:00: Greg Lessley

Pres b yte rian

Dear Pastor Chris,
Thank you for remembering my
mom with the beautiful service and
your wonderful sermon of hope.
Please thank Michael for his uplifting
music. His gifts and talents with the
organ are truly a blessing! Thanks
also to Becky for the lovely program;
and , of course, Jerry, for his care,
concern and attention to detail.
What a blessing you and your staff
were to us at our time of need. May
the Lord continue to bless your
ministry at First Presbyterian
Church .
Warmest Regards,
Kathi Wyant and the Bolich family
P.S. I would be remiss not to
mention the caring ladies who gave
their time to facilitate the special
reception for fellowship time with
my mother’s friends.

Children’s Worship:
8:30: Kelly Tschantz; Hailee Story
11:00: Casey Pianta; Will Grisham
Acolytes:
8:30: Kelly Tschantz
11:00: Allison Lewis
Hospitality Team 3:
8:30: Betsy Adgent; Pricilla Duarte; Chris,
Meryl, Brooks and Hollis Godwin;
Arleen Munk
11:00: Michael and Reagan Gentile; Vance
and Jessica Lahey ; Bruce, Jaclyn,
and Sammy Tarkington; Paul,
Rebecca, Hannah, Emma and Jake
Wilson

Dear Duke and FPC Friends,
While most of us think of Christmas as a magical
holiday, it is often a challenging time for women
and children living in-shelter. In addition to the
emotions brought about by the holiday, there are
great financial burdens. In many cases, mothers
cannot afford to provide Christmas gifts for their
children and the stress of trying to do is
overwhelming. For single women in-shelter, the
holidays can feel very lonely. The women residing
here this Christmas were so astounded by your
generosity! Thank you for donating gift cards so
that they and their children could have a
meaningful Christmas. Not only did you put smiles
on their faces, but you also provided a message of
hope that there are people who care and are
willing to help! You truly brought the magic
back! As 2016 begins, celebrate in knowing that
your gifts have touched and changed the lives of
women in need.
With gratitude, Bridges

Dear Members,
The ministry of Living Waters for the World, the
mission of the Synod of Living Waters,
Presbyterian Church (USA), thank you for your
gift to the Legacy Christmas Project.
May the blessings of Christ be yours,
Living Waters for the World Board Directors
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Deaths
The First Presbyterian Church
family extends prayers and
sympathy to the following
people and to other members
of their family during their
time of loss:

The family of Robbie
Woodall who died
January 19.

The family of Becky
Hofstetter who died
January 24.

Births
Elyse Harper Bushman, daughter of Mat and Becky Bushman, granddaughter of
Martha Johnson, who was born January 11.

Aiden Peter O’Neil, son of Tim and Lee O’Neil, grandson of
Dan and Sara Posthuma, who was born December 30.

Stephen Ministry
Those who go out weeping . . . shall come home with shouts of joy.
Psalm 126:6

Do you need someone to laugh with? Cry with? Our church supports a wonderful, graceful program called Stephen Ministry. Stephen Ministers are Christian caregivers trained to listen and offer grace to their care receivers.
If you or someone you know could benefit from talking to a Christian caregiver about a life situation, call the FPC
Franklin Stephen Ministry telephone number 615-746-7888 or email stephenministry@fpcfranklin.org.
Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you.
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Lent As release and Embrace
Lent begins for the Christian church on Ash Wednesday, February 10. Marked by ashes that remind us of our common
beginnings in the dust and our common belonging to God, we set foot on a journey offering us the chance to release
and embrace.

I know that our usual language is uually different from what I have said above. We will all hear a different question, as
familiar as the lengthening days of late winter and early spring, “What are you giving up for Lent?” I want to invite us
to consider that “giving up” in a different light, as an invitation not to deny ourselves something like chocolate or alcohol, but rather to a deeper journey of releasing those things that hinder our walk with Christ.
The forty days of Lent (not including Sundays) is an opportunity to self-examination, to a discernment of the health of
our faith. Perhaps in that prayerful examination we will discover those things that tend to move us away from rather
than toward the grace of God. No one can decide for us what those things are, but all of us know what distracts us
from our walk of faith.
I know one person who had a difficult time with his judgment of others. No matter how hard he tried, he inevitably
saw other person’s weaknesses before he saw their strengths; he was always looking with a critical eye at those
around him. He came to me concerned about this pattern of living, knowing that it was keeping him from being fully
engaged in the life of the church and from entering into richness of relationship with those around him. As we talked,
he jokingly said, “I should give up judging others for Lent.” When I suggested he might be onto something, he decided
to try. I’m not sure he was completely successful (who among us ever is?), but I do know that he was changed by the
intentional, prayerful openness to approaching life released from his need to critique.
It is worth considering what God may be calling you to release this Lent, so that you might be closer to Christ and to
Christ’s body.
Lent is also a time to consider embracing new disciplines, or renewing old ones, which also serve to strengthen our
walk with Christ. This year we are offering a very special opportunity for you to consider embracing. Elsewhere in this
newsletter you will read about a book we are inviting everyone to read together starting on Ash Wednesday. The
book, Bread and Wine: Readings for Lent and Easter, will offer daily readings throughout the season from a host of
authors. We invite you to join with the congregation in the readings and then come together weekly in “Growth
Groups” to reflect together on what you are reading and experiencing.
The season will offer many other opportunities for embracing disciplines, but we hope you will consider this special
chance to be with your church family in various homes reflecting and praying in community on what it means to be a
disciple of Jesus Christ. Please read more about this in the newsletter. I hope you will be able to sign up.
To release, to embrace, to walk with Christ these forty days – what a glorious and challenging invitation to us all. I am
grateful to walk this road with you.
Peace,
Pastor Chris
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These Scripture readings are from the two-year daily lectionary of the Presbyterian Book of Common Worship (Westminster John Knox
Monday, February 1
Morning Pss. 62, 145
Evening Pss. 73, 9
Gen. 19:1–17 (18–23)
24–29
Heb. 11:1–12
John 6:27–40
Tuesday, February 2
Morning Pss. 12, 146
Evening Pss. 36, 7
Gen. 21:1–21
Heb. 11:13–22
John 6:41–51

Wednesday, February 3
Morning: Pss. 96;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 132; 134
Gen. 22:1–18
Heb. 11:23–31
John 6:52–59
Thursday, February 4
Morning: Pss. 116;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 26; 130
Gen. 23:1–20
Heb. 11:32–12:2
John 6:60–71
Friday, February 5
Morning: Pss. 84; 148
Evening: Pss. 25; 40
Gen. 24:1–27
Heb. 12:3–11
John 7:1–13
Saturday, February 6
Morning: Pss. 63; 149
Evening: Pss. 125; 90
Gen. 24:28–38, 49–51
Heb. 12:12–29
John 7:14–36
Sunday, February 7
Morning Pss. 103, 150
Evening Pss. 117, 139
Mal. 4:1–6
2 Cor. 3:7–18
Luke 9:18–27

Monday, February 8
Morning Pss. 5, 145
Evening Pss. 82, 29
Prov. 27:1–6, 10–12
Phil. 2:1–13
John 18:15–18, 25–27

Monday, February 15
Morning Pss. 119:73–80,
145
Evening Pss. 121, 6
Gen. 37:1–11
1 Cor. 1:1–19
Mark 1:1–13

Monday, February 22
Morning Pss. 119:73–80,
145
Evening Pss. 121, 6
Gen. 41:46–57
1 Cor. 4:8–20 (21)
Mark 3:7–19a

Tuesday, February 16
Morning Pss. 34, 146
Evening Pss. 25, 91
Gen. 37:12–24
1 Cor. 1:20–31
Mark 1:14–28

Tuesday, February 23
Morning Pss. 34, 146
Evening Pss. 25, 91
Gen. 42:1–17
1 Cor. 5:1–8
Mark 3:19b–35

Wednesday, February 17
Morning Pss. 5, 147:1–11
Evening Pss. 27, 51
Gen. 37:25–36
1 Cor. 2:1–13
Mark 1:29–45

Wednesday, February 24
Morning Pss. 5, 147:1–11
Evening Pss. 27, 51
Gen. 42:18–28
1 Cor. 5:9—6:11
Mark 4:1–20

Thursday, February 18
Morning Pss. 27,
147:12–20
Evening Pss. 126, 102
Gen. 39:1–23
1 Cor. 2:14—3:15
Mark 2:1–12

Thursday, February 25
Morning Pss. 27,
147:12–20
Evening Pss. 126, 102
Gen. 42:29–38
1 Cor. 6:12–20
Mark 4:21–34

Friday, February 12
Morning Pss. 22, 148
Evening Pss. 105, 130
Ezek. 18:1–4, 25–32
Phil. 4:1–9
John 17:9–19

Friday, February 19
Morning Pss. 22, 148
Evening Pss. 105, 130
Gen. 40:1–23
1 Cor. 3:16–23
Mark 2:13–22

Friday, February 26
Morning Pss. 22, 148
Evening Pss. 105, 130
Gen. 43:1–15
1 Cor. 7:1–9
Mark 4:35–41

Saturday, February 13
Morning Pss. 43, 149
Evening Pss. 31, 143
Ezek. 39:21–29
Phil. 4:10–20
John 17:20–26

Saturday, February 20
Morning Pss. 43, 149
Evening Pss. 31, 143
Gen. 41:1–13
1 Cor. 4:1–7
Mark 2:23—3:6

Saturday, February 27
Morning Pss. 43, 149
Evening Pss. 31, 143
Gen. 43:16–34
1 Cor. 7:10–24
Mark 5:1–20

Sunday, February 14
Morning Pss. 84, 150
Evening Pss. 42, 32
Dan. 9:3–10
Heb. 2:10–18
John 12:44–50

Sunday, February 21
Morning Pss. 84, 150
Evening Pss. 42, 32
Gen. 41:14–45
Rom. 6:3–14
John 5:19–24

Sunday, February 28
Morning Pss. 84, 150
Evening Pss. 42, 32
Gen. 44:1–17
Rom. 8:1–10
John 5:25–29

Tuesday, February 9
Morning Pss. 42, 146
Evening Pss. 102, 133
Prov. 30:1–4, 24–33
Phil. 3:1–11
John 18:28–38
Wednesday, February 10
Morning Pss. 5, 147:1–11
Evening Pss. 27, 51
Amos 5:6–15
Heb. 12:1–14
Luke 18:9–14
Thursday, February 11
Morning Pss. 27,
147:12–20
Evening Pss. 126, 102
Hab. 3:1–10 (11–15)
16–18
Phil. 3:12–21
John 17:1–8

Monday, February 29
Morning Pss. 119:73–80,
145
Evening Pss. 121, 6
Gen. 44:18–34
1 Cor. 7:25–31
Mark 5:21–43
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Anne Keener, Pastoral Assistant
Michael Snoddy, Director of Music
Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education
Janelle Brinker, Director of Youth Ministries
Cheri Lindsley, Preschool Director
Glenda Andrews, Office Administrator
Sarah Cochran, Accountant
Becky Garner, Administrative Assistant
Dena Young, Music Associate for Handbells
Jerry Russell, Sexton
Peter Riek, Assistant Sexton
Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator
Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator
Thomas D. Walker, Pastor Emeritus

Ladies Book Sharing Group
When:
Second and Fourth
Thursdays
Where:
Church Parlor
Time:
10:30—11:30
Who:
Ladies—All Ages

Come join a group
who enjoys sharing
books and
spending time of
fellowship with
friends. For more
information
contact:
Clata Miller
(615) 794-5325.

FPC Church Calendar
CLICK HERE to view the church calendar on our website.
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