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A Message from our
Director of Youth Ministries, Janelle Brinker
January 2018
Way back in October our youth talked about vulnerability on Sunday nights. We talked about how it related to
inclusion, that in order to welcome people in we have to open ourselves up, we have to be vulnerable. Below is a
poem I wrote, and shared with our youth. I told them that reading my poem out loud was very personal, and was a
practice of vulnerability for me. And they were so gracious to receive these words from my heart. The following is
that poem, and I would like to share with all of you. It is inspired by a talk my friend and colleague Keri Cress gave
about belonging in our faith communities.
You Belong Here
By Janelle Brinker
Today feels like magic
It’s going to be okay
The leaves have sweetly fallen
The air is cool and grey
Today feels like magic
My heart wells up with hope
Dreams can and do come true
It won’t be long ‘til we are home
Today feels like magic
Can you see it in my eyes
There is more for all of us
We are made to live, alive

Let’s love each other like Jesus did
Let’s try on humility and grace
Let’s open up our hearts
Look each other in the face and say:
You belong here
You belong here
You belong here
Yes you do
You belong here
You belong here
And so does everybody else so make
some room.

If we can open up our hearts
If we can learn to keep being brave
If we can say thanks and sorry
We will live into the new day
The day where love is more important than power
Faithfulness praised over success
If we can wake up and see the magic
If we can let our hearts say yes
Then we will know the life abundant
We will know the freedom of joy
We will experience the Realm of God
We will hear the holy noise
Of love breaking forth
Captives being set free
Liberated from our loneliness
If we only look and see
We belong to each other
It’s a magical day
We belong to each other
So praise God for abundant grace
We belong to each other
So go on and make some room
These are the days that Jesus promised
When he rose up out of that tomb
These are the day that Jesus promised
That we’d belong to each other and to God
These are the days that Jesus promised
So let’s give this all we’ve got
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Looking Back with Gratitude and Ahead
With Anticipation
The twelve days of Christmas take us from the end of December, to New Year’s Day,
and then on to Epiphany on January 6th. It is a time of celebration and reflection. As
we watch 2017 turn to 2018, with the story of Jesus’ birth still fresh in our minds, we are able to reflect on
all the ways Christ has been with us in the year just past and anticipate with great hope the ways he will be
among us in the year to come.
2017 was a year that saw us continue to implement the capital campaign plans. We were able to complete
the second phase of that plan because of your generosity in response to God’s grace. Renovations to the
flooring, new paint, renovated office spaces, and many other projects were completed in order to address
the normal aging of a 23-year-old facility.
Throughout the year we were reminded in profound ways that attention to the facility, the spaces in which
we gather, is important. But its primary importance is not for its own sake, but for the sake of the
ministries and relationships that are fostered in those sacred spaces. As we experienced the freshness of
the spaces, we also renewed our commitment at every turn to the Spirit’s work of creating community and
connection as we worship, learn, and play together in this place.
We were also able in 2017 to conduct what for me was one of the most meaningful annual campaigns I
have experienced, “Taking the Next Step.” Your response to the invitation to join in prayerful consideration
of your giving and your generosity in light of God’s blessings resulted in a significant increase in estimates
of giving. This frees us up to move forward in the process of calling an Associate Pastor. The session took
action recently to allow the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee to place our church on the system that
our denomination uses to help candidates and churches connect. Please be in prayer for the APNC as they
search for the person God is calling to join this tremendous staff.
As we look back now over the past two years and ahead to the year to come, we can see the contours of
the ways Christ has guided us on the inner journey and the journey out into the world. With renewed
resources for mission and outreach, a deepening of our commitment to multi-generational education and
faith formation, additional pastoral staff, facilities that can serve the ministries here for another 25 years, a
session of elders with a passion for following where Christ leads without fear, and a current staff deeply
committed to the mission of worship, study, and service, First Presbyterian Church is positioned to answer
Christ’s call in our time.
As we walk into the new year together, I am grateful for each one of you, for the ways you are an authentic
expression of Christ in this church and in our community, and I look forward with joyful anticipation to
what God will do through you in 2018 and beyond.
Peace,
Pastor Chris
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Worship Flowers
Flowers remind us
of the goodness of
God’s creation.
When they are
present in the
sanctuary during
worship, they lift
our hearts to God.
If you would like to
provide flowers for

Sunday Worship services
during 2018, email
rgarner@fpcfranklin.org or
call the office (794-5114).
The cost is $85.00.

Sincere Appreciation
We would like to take this
opportunity to express
sincere appreciation to
the following elders of the
outgoing Class of 2017

David Bell, Mark
Blackburn, Sally Bullock,
Susan Burns, Becky Hunt,
Steve Lewis, Jim Mahurin,
Mike Moyers, Herb
Nappier and Elizabeth
Stivers.

Installation/Ordination of New Elders
The elders of the
incoming class of 2020
will be ordained/installed
during worship on
Sunday, January 7, 2018.
Members of the Class of

2020: Claire Crunk, Jenna Crunk,
Steve Hoeffler, Rick Moody and
Brent Sower.
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College Students
Our Keep in Touch Ministry sends care packages to our college students each
year. We will be sending them in February and want to make sure we have
current addresses for all college students. If you are a college student or have
a college student, please email Glenda Andrews at gandrews@fpcfranklin.org
with the current contact information so each can receive a care package and
remember they are an important part of our faith community even when they
are away at school.

Stephen Ministry
“Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” Mark 4:41
God’s presence brings us peace even on the worst days. If you or
someone you know is faced with a stormy situation in life, tell them about
our Stephen Ministry program. To find out more information call our
confidential telephone line at 615-746-7888 or email
stephenministry@fpcfranklin.org.

Hospitality Teams 2018
It's time again to get our teams organized for the next 6 months. 2018 has arrived and we need to get the new
teams in place. We're going to try to use Sign Up Genius for signing up this time. Hopefully it will be a helpful
way to get the teams organized as it will allow everyone to see where help is
needed, and plug in accordingly. Also, be aware that January is a five Sunday
month, and that you can go ahead and sign up for that specific Sunday.
As always, we need 8 members per team per service. Team members will
warmly greet members and guests while distributing bulletins as they enter the
sanctuary. Team members are also needed during the offertory to pass plates
and then sort monies and connection cards once collected. After the service,
team members are needed to help pick up items left in the pews.
Click here to sign up!

Contact for more info: Tony Inglis tony@inglis.me.
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First Presbyterian Preschool
As a new year begins, we often “take stock.” We look at the year past and anticipate the year to come. It is a time
of reflection and renewal of purpose. The mission statement of First Presbyterian Preschool says
FPC Preschool, a ministry of First Presbyterian Church Franklin,
seeks to nurture the faith of children while providing educational
opportunities. We commit to guiding children and their families
as they grow in their understanding of our loving God, our savior
Jesus and the promises of the Bible.

The mission of the preschool is our mission. Please support the teachers and administrators as they guide, nurture,
and teach our children.

First Presbyterian Preschool classes are for ages 2 - 5. Hours are 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. with aftercare to
2:55 p.m. Call Cheri Lindsley at 615-791-9061 for information or to schedule a visit.
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Welcome our new members
Welcome to our newest members, Christi and Jack Granstaff and Max, Erin, David and Caleb Miller.
On Sunday, December 3, they met with the session and united with our congregation. We are delighted to
have them as part of our faith community and to be part of their faith journey. Please find an opportunity
to introduce yourself and welcome them.
Christi Granstaff and her son, Jack, who is 4 years old, moved to Franklin from East Nashville. They had been active in a Methodist Church in
Nashville but wanted to find a church closer to home so they could be
more involved. After visiting several churches, they felt like First Presbyterian Church was the place for them. Christi joined a Growth Group
and attended the Women’s Retreat where she was able to make connections before they even joined. Jack loves Sunday School and looks
forward to Wednesday Night Live. We joyfully welcome them to our
community of faith.

Christi and Jack Granstaff

Max and Erin Miller and their sons, David who is 3 and Caleb who
is 20 months, moved to Franklin recently from Memphis. Max
attended FPC Franklin as a child, and Erin grew up in the Houston,
Texas area. They met while both interning at Walt Disney World
Max, Erin, David and Caleb Miller
while in college. After the details and stress of building a house,
they are happy to be settled in their home in Thompson’s Station
and to have found a church home. They were also part of a
Growth Group this fall where they made connections. We give
thanks that they have chosen to be part of our congregation.

Invitation to all Guests- Inquirer Lunch- January 7
"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God." Romans 15:7.
Are you looking for a church home or would simply like to learn more about our community of faith at FPC
Franklin? We invite you to join us Sunday, January 7, following the 11:00 worship service for our Inquirer
Lunch. It is a wonderful opportunity to learn how God is at work through the mission and ministries of our
congregation, to tour all parts of the church, and to make connections with others in our faith community.
Contact Jennifer Godwin today at jenjac99@aol.com or 615-587-8150 to reserve your place at the table.
Please let us know by this Tuesday, January 2, if childcare is needed. We hope you will join us.
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Visitation Ministry
During December, we have shared information concerning our
Visitation Ministry through a Moment for Mission on December 3,
the weekly bulletins, the e-news, and the monthly newsletter.
This ministry is being formed in response to the strategic planning
process last year. We want to expand the love and care we offer
to those in our congregation who are not able to worship with us
and would appreciate a visit. We believe this love and care is an
expression of and response to the love Christ offers us.
The Visitation Ministry will provide structure and regular visits, and it will be in addition to the care already
provided by our pastoral staff, Chris Joiner and Anne Keener, the Congregational Care Committee, and our
individual members. This is different from our Stephen Ministry, which provides extensive training and
weekly one on one care for those who are experiencing a significant life event. The Visitation Ministry will
not provide weekly visits and the visits will be made by different people.
Visitation Ministry Training Sessions are planned for Tuesday, January 16 from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. and
Thursday, January 18, from 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. at the church. We have had several people express an
interest in this ministry, and we hope others will prayerfully consider joining with us. Contact Karen
Hanson (KLH680@charter.net or 407-341-3944) or Sandra Fields (sandrafields50@comcast.net or 615-4064886) to learn more. Also, if you are interested in serving in this ministry, please let us know which
training session works best for you on the connection card. Thank you for helping us bring life to this
important ministry.

Service of Light

Those who attended the Service of Light on December 3
entered a candlelit sanctuary where they were given space to
pause and pray. All were invited to write names and prayers
they wanted to lift into the light and then come forward to
place the cards under a lit candle. We all long for healing and
wholeness for ourselves, for those we love, and for this broken
world in which we live.
We considered what it means to walk in the dark as we
reflected on the opening verses of John. “The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” The
darkness is still there but so is the light. God does not leave us.
There are times when God uses us to reflect God's light on
others, and there are also times when we are the blessed
recipients of this reflected light. We are a community that
reflects this light on each other.
As with all Sunday sermons, you may watch, listen, or read the
sermon from this service at http://fpcfranklin.org/worship-and
-sermons. May your coming year be filled with light.
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Making Connections Inside Out
Mark your calendars for an engaging Multigenerational Sunday
School on January 7, Making Connections Inside Out, led by the
Outreach and Congregational Care Committees. These
committees work hand in hand welcoming guests and helping
them and all members get more connected into the life of the
church and to one another. We all long for connection and a
sense of belonging, and our community of faith values
opportunities to build relationships with those in the same stage
of life and across generations. Multigenerational Sunday Schools
provide these opportunities.
“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better
than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:1-5
Having the same mind as Christ involves connecting with and caring for others. We strive to be a
community of faith that looks to the interests of others within our congregation and without. The more
connected we are inside (to each other) the better we are able to reach out (to others.)
The Outreach Committee looks for ways to connect with those outside our congregation and invite them
into our community. Come learn how we can connect
with members both when we are inside and outside the
church walls. What connects us to each other? (hint- it
is more than technology but bring your smartphone
with you.) How do we make connections in Wilson Hall?
How can we use social media to connect?
We care for each other as individuals and through the
many caring ministries of our Congregational Care
Committee. Did you know there are over 10 ministries
that flow out of this committee? How many can you name? Which ones have
helped you get connected into the life of the church and which have you or could
you serve within as you respond to God’s grace?
When was the last time you played Hangman? Come play with us as we learn how
you can make connections and let the same mind be in you that was in Christ
Jesus. All ages will start the year off together for our first Sunday School of 2018 in
Wilson Hall. Don’t miss the opportunity to deepen connections and have some
fun!
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Growth Groups
Growth Groups create opportunities to foster authentic relationships in small
groups through community, study, and prayer. The fall Growth Groups were
a gift to those who participated, and we hope you will join one this spring. We
will be reading 40-Day Journey with Parker Palmer together. These daily
readings for the 40 days of Lent contain:
•

A short reflection, a scripture verse, questions to ponder, journal
prompts, and a prayer for the day.

We will continue to meet after Easter and reflect on the Easter story from
each of the four Gospels for our remaining time.
This is what the Growth Group experience has meant to a few members:

“Growth Groups live up to
their name. I feel like
each time I participate in
one I “grow” in a different
way– in knowledge, in
spirit and in
relationships.”

“I was needing and longing for a community of
people who would not judge me and allow me to be
honest about where I am in my faith journey.
By
joining a Growth Group my life was enriched. I
found a community of people who I prayed for each
day and who prayed for me. A community of people
that opened their hearts and shared their life
stories and allowed me to know what it was like to
be a part of something bigger than myself.“

“Growth Groups provided me the opportunity to reconnect in a spirit-filled
setting. It allowed me to strengthen current relationships and form new ones. I
love the intergenerational group sharing of life’s joys and struggles together.”
•

Growth Groups will meet in a variety of locations, either in
members’ homes throughout the area or at church, to build
community.

•

They will meet weekly for 1 1/2 hours beginning the week of
February 11 and continuing through April.

•

Look for a churchwide email in January with the signup details.

•

Books will be available to purchase in the church office for $12
beginning in January, and we will have them available in the
narthex on Sundays closer to the start date.

•

A Kindle edition of the book is also available if you prefer.

If you have any questions, please contact Anne Keener
(akeener@fpcfranklin.org or 615-516-0653.) We hope you will
make plans to join a group so we can grow together.
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Christian Education ...Faith Formation for All Ages

Love...and Learn About...Your Neighbor
Wednesday Night Live 2018
Jan 3 – Birthday and Trivia/Game Night (multigenerational)
Jan 10 – Learning about our Bahá'í Neighbors—Soheil and Carol Monsour
Jan 17—Love Before You Look, Learning about our Differences – Gary
Harmon, author of My Daddy Takes Off His Legs
Jan 24 – Learning about our A.M.E. Neighbors—Dr. Kenneth Hill – History
of the African Methodist Episcopal Denomination and Ministries of Shorter

Come to the Table by Mike Moyers
(Artwork is located in the sanctuary
narthex)
“This painting is a vision of God’s grace and
serves as a reminder of how we are to be
to each other. The painting depicts a
peaceable, abundant table which has been
prepared for all ages, genders, races,
and abilities. Among the variety of food on
the table, there are also sacramental
symbols of bread, wine, and water. The
figures are vague and rough around the
edges because we come together as we
are, with all our imperfections. Near the
bottom, there is an empty place
setting which is an open sign of grace for all
people present, separated, departed, and
yet to come.”

Chapel A.M.E. Church
Jan 31 - Loving our Neighbors at Our Place Nashville—Dr. Jaco Hamman,
Vanderbilt Divinity School – “Our Place Nashville,” formerly The Nashville
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Housing Group
Feb 7 –Love Your Neighbor – Face to Face—Just like Jesus
(multigenerational) – Chris and Kim Joiner

Wednesday Night Live (WNL) has something for
everyone!
WNL is our midweek evening program for all
ages. Even with all the busy schedules many
take this opportunity to connect with their
church family.
Come and join us!
5:15 –6:30 pm Carillon Handbell Rehearsal
6:00 MEAL SERVED IN WILSON HALL
6:30—8:15 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal
6:45—7:30 pm Adult, Youth, Children and Nursery programs
If you come to WNL on your birthday week your meal is free!
WNL dinner is served buffet style at 6:00. The meal is only $5
for adults, $3 for children and a $15 family max.
THANK YOU TO OUR WNL COOKS! Nancy Moody, Lucy Battle
and Margaret Roberts cook and serve us each Wednesday.
Thank you for their many years of service. We also have a
wonderful clean-up crew! Come join us at WNL.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Christian Education ...Faith Formation for All Ages

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
SAVE THE DATE
June 18-21

2018 Summer DATES
Plan to attend with Church friends!

9-12 noon

Springs is for rising 3rd-5th grader
June 10-15, Jun 17-22
Village camp is for rising 6th-8th grades
June 3-8, June 10-15, June 17-22

LOST DICTIONARY

Ridge is for High School, June 3-8
Verge is for Counselor in Training (CIT)
June 3-8
Family Camp is for Pre-K-5th with a parent/grandparent,
June 29-July 1
NaCoMe online registration opens on January 2nd.
OUR CHURCH PAYS 1/2 THE EARLY BIRD
REGISTRATION FEE!
FPC Half Fee Code: Franklin18

During our recent renovation of the adult library
we have discovered a missing “antique” English
Dictionary.
Did you by chance purchase from the Library Cart
this summer? If so, please contact Kim at
kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org or call 615-794-5114 to
help us return to the owner.

www.nacome.org

Sexuality Courses for preteens and teens at First Presbyterian
Course I—Amazing Me for Grades 5 and 6—Feb. 2 & 3—Will include basic biological and developmental information, suggestions for open communication between student and parents, and an introduction to the fact that sexuality is an integral part of being human.
Course II—Reality of Sexuality for Grades 7 and 8—Feb.2 & 3—Will include basic biological and developmental information, the differences between friendship, love and intimacy, as well as information about responsible sexual behavior and the consequences.
Courses I and II are taught simultaneously at FPC, Friday, Feb. 3, 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 4, 9:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. There will be a parent meeting on Thursday, Feb. 2 at 6:30 p.m. Letters with more details will be
sent the first week of January.
Course III—High School Course for Grades 9-12—Jan. 7, 12 to 5:30 p.m.
Course III will help the student explore the emotional and relational aspects along with a review.
Contact Kim Joiner for more information, kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study
January 17—April 25
10:30 to 12 noon
Meeting God in Mark: Reflections for the Season of Lent
and
Meeting God in Paul: Reflections for the Season of Lent
By Rowan Williams
Rowan Williams is the former Archbishop of Canterbury and author
of many books dealing with Christian faith, church life, and biblical
interpretation. Even though these books have been written with Lent
in mind, every season is a good one to spend with these biblical
voices. Our time together will extend a few weeks before Lent and a
few weeks after. This study has been meeting now for 14 years,
offering opportunity for connection with God and each other around
the word. Join us.

Happy New Year! Come Celebrate and Join a Sunday School Class
Nursery, Room 111
2 and 3-year-olds, Room 114 (Spark lectionary based curriculum), 9:45 a.m.
Musical Gathering, Room 215 B, 9:45 a.m.
Each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. the Pre-K through 5th grade students will gather for music, hear an introduction to the Bible story and celebrate the liturgical season. Parents should drop off in room 215-B and
pick up in the classroom.
Confirmation for 6th grade and above, Room 209, 9:45 a.m.
Youth 7th—12th grade Hospitality Bar, Room 117, 9:40 a.m.
7th Room 117, 8th Room 118, 9th & 10th Room 120, 11th & 12th Room 205
MANY OPTIONS FOR ADULTS
9:45 a.m. The Bible Class, Room 207; Christian Faith and Life, Room 201; Exploration, Room
211;Feasting on the Word, Room 218; Living Faith, Room 213
9:55 a.m. Parenting at All Stages and Ages, Room 215-B
10:00 a.m. Crossroads, Room 208
Sunday School is Christian education along with support and care from a small group; relationship building;
learning how to serve your neighbor; prayer time for your journey and making connections with your FPC
family.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Primetimers
Christmas Party 2017
Food, fun and fellowship
made for a lovely evening.
The bonus was being entertained by the Franklin Suzuki
Academy students led by
Director Andra Prewitt.
Thank you to everyone who
helped make it a success.

You are invited to a special fundraiser:
OUR PLACE NASHVILLE is the sole organization in Nashville empowering Adults with Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities by helping them secure affordable housing and meaningful work within inclusive communities designed
to surround them for a lifetime. We just received funding for a third Friendship House to open in 2019 and
our fourth Friendship House is in the final stages of planning. With the third Friendship House our community will
grow to 50 friends, elderly and students living in an intentional community as they eat together, pray together, and
celebrate life together. As you can imagine, our operating budget is increasing alongside this growth.
~ Jaco Hamman, PhD; Co-Founder Our Place Nashville jaco.hamman@ourplacenashville.org
What: An evening with one of the world's best mind readers, Sidney Friedman (www.sidneyfriedman.com) AND the
Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter James Slater (www.jamestslater.com) will be making a special guest
appearance.
When: January 16, 2018, 7:30-9:30pm; Doors open 6:30pm.
Where: 3rd and Lindsley (818 3rd Ave. S, Nashville, TN 37210 phone: 615.259.9891; www.3rdandlindsley.com).
How much: $15 per ticket. Click on Calendar, scroll down to January 16th and click on "Buy Tickets!"
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Youth
Youth Summer Trips:
FPC Youth Ministries is already registered for Summer Trips! That means it is time for you to sign up! Below are
the dates and locations for each of our Summer Trips. Sign-up on the bulletin board in the youth wing (next to
the coke machine) or email jbrinker@fpcfranklin.org by no later than March 1st to save your spot on the trip.
That’s right, I want YOU to SIGN UP by no later than MARCH 1. So check you calendars and sign up today!

2018 High School Montreat Trip
Who: Rising 9th-Graduated 12th grades
Where: Montreat Conference Center.
Montreat, NC
When: June 10-16, 2018

2018 High School Mission Trip
Who: Rising 9th - Graduated 12th grades
Where: Washington DC with William Penn House
(Quaker Center)
When: June 24-30, 2018

2018 Middle School Mission Trip
Who: Rising 7th-8th grades
Where: Perryville, ARK with Heifer
Ranch
When: July 10-13, 2018

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Youth
Youth Lock-In: January 12-13
All youth grades 7-12 are welcome to participate in the youth lock-in from 5:30pm-10pm Friday, January 12th. Then
our high school youth are welcome to stay the night at the church for some more fellowship together! Here’s what to
expect:
5:30 p.m. - All youth dinner and games
7:30 p.m. - Board bus for Jumpstreet
10:00 p.m. - Middle school youth dismissed from Jumpstreet , 1735 Galleria Blvd. #2, Franklin, Tn. 37067
10:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. - High School Cosmic Bowling at Franklin Lanes
12:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Games, snacks, activities, and some sleep at FPC Franklin

Sign up on the clipboard in the youth wing by no later than Jan. 7th.

High School Sexuality Course III: January 7
First Presbyterian Church will offer a high school sexuality course led by Leanne Hoeffler and Claire Crunk on Sunday
afternoon, January 7, 2018 from 12:00 – 5:30. This is the third course in our sexuality education program; the first and
second courses are not prerequisites for participation. This class will review many of the concepts covered in the two
previous courses, going deeper into some of the emotional and relational aspects. To register send an email to Leanne
Hoeffler at leannehoeffler@gmail.com by December 31.

Middle School Sexuality Course II: February 3 - 4
Sign ups for Sexuality Course II are coming soon. This year we will be offering Course II to 7th and 8th grade youth
Friday, Feb. 3 and Saturday, Feb. 4th. It is a wonderful opportunity to start conversations about healthy sexuality in a
safe space, and these retreats are actually a lot of fun! Please mark your calendars and be on the lookout for more
information.

Important Dates in January:
7: HS Sexuality Course III
7: First Sunday Night Summit of 2018
12-13: Youth Lock-In
14: No Sunday Night Summit (MLK Weekend)
21: Parent Info Meeting @Sunday Night Summit

Thank you to all our Adult Participants!

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Missions

The 2018 Graceworks Manger
Gift Drive received 350 gifts this year
from FPC, Thank You! BUT...DID YOU
KNOW? We collect Manger items year
round at the Basic Essentials Cart in
Wilson Hall. Keep your “Manger Eyes”
open year round for sales of popular
items and we will get them
to GraceWorks to store in their
warehouse until Christmas 2018 rolls
around. Indicate on the items “Manger."

Do you want to do mission trips, but cannot take a week off work? FPC Mission Partner
OneGenAway needs people to join a crew Jan 19-21st in Ft. Myers FL to sort and distribute 40,000 pounds of food
on Jan 20th for those still devastated by the hurricanes. If you would like to join this effort, contact OneGenAway
founder and friend; Chris Whitney: chris@onegenaway.com OR: mission@fpc.org and we will help you connect
and plan your trip.
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Missions

2017 Lesvos Team

FPC Mission Team back to Lesvos: $32.87… this is how much it costs to support a child with diapers for
one full month in Camp Moria (destination of the January 26 - February 4th Mission Trip) on Lesvos Island. Moria has around 700 toddlers and all funding for diapers has ended. Mothers put plastic bags around
their children due to the lack of diapers. They try to give each child under 2 years 35 diapers per week, and so
use an estimated 12,000 diapers per week. FPC Mission Partner, Servant Group International sends the funds
to their ground contacts from Euro Relief. Jeremy and Marianna Hollman purchase the items there in support
of the Greek economy. Donations can be sent to the church or left in the offering plate with the Subject
line: "Diapers"
We will send all offerings in early February.
The Lesvos Team for our third year is now complete and
they are preparing themselves to bring support to EuroRelief,
the only remaining nongovernmental organization still active
at Camp Moria in Lesvos Greece. Boats still arrive on the
shores of this island regularly, the need for support from the
world continues. The FPC Team: Sally Bullock, Jenna Crunk,
Chris Jones, Stephanie Lampley, Cathy McCall, Robin Pulliam,
Heather Reimer, Brent Sower, Elizabeth Stivers and Servant
Group International Trip Leader; Jill Kalinski. “Moria, which
was built to accommodate 2,000 people, now hosts upwards
of 6,000 asylum seekers, according to the United Nations
refugee agency (UNHCR). "Right now, it is dangerous for
children, families, and vulnerable people to stay in Moria,"
says UNHCR spokesperson Boris Cheshirkov. "Conditions could
still deteriorate if overcrowding persists and as colder weather
sets in. Home to 90,000 Greeks, Lesvos hosts an estimated
8,500 refugees and migrants, according to Mayor Spyros
Galinos, who says "urgent action is needed" to relieve
widespread suffering.”

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Missions

9:00 a.m.
2018 will begin a new start time for 2NDSAT!
With one exception the Nov/Dec events with OneGenAway
will always start at 8:00 a.m. However; Jan-October 2NDSAT
will now begin at 9:00 a.m.

January 2NDSAT/Mission
Partner: GraceWorks Fuel Bags. The
numbers keep rising, according to Phil
Rutledge, GraceWorks Food Pantry
Manager. He is now distributing 736
weekly Fuel Bags to Williamson County
students and says the number goes up
about 5 to 6 each week. These Fuel Bags
help to ensure these children have access to
food over the weekends. Join us in
assembling the bags on January 13th @ 9
a.m.

Harvey, Irma and Maria - These names have become personal to many of us and indelibly in our memories
of 2017. Sadly, there are many such catastrophes always occurring around the world, and Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance works hard to be ready and lend support. FPC Mission, will join in this effort in 2018. On Sunday
afternoon, January 21st @ 1:30 in Wilson Hall, we invite you to come back after Sunday lunch and join us in assembling “Gift of the Heart” Hygiene Kits. Each kit costs 15.00 and we have committed the last of the 2017 Budget to purchase 100 of them. If you would like us to add to this number, please indicate “PDA Kits” on donations
by January 14th and we will add that to our bulk purchase. These kits will aid PDA so “we can be ready when the
next disaster strikes, and unfortunately it will strike." Cameron Stevens/Constituent Relations, PDA.
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Christian Education ...Faith Formation for All Ages

Mom’s Bookclub:
Breaking Busy: How to Find Peace and Purpose in a World of Crazy by Alli Worthington
Moms will gather on January 11 at Jennifer Sower’s home, 1904 Canary Ct, Franklin. We begin at 7 p.m. and encourage Moms of all ages to join us for fellowship and the book discussion

Adult Sunday School, most classes begin at 9:45 a.m., late start time classes are noted:
The Bible Class, Room 207: A focus on ancient history in the Holy Land during a time span of 960 B.C. through 135
A.D. Contacts: Hugh DuPree (hughjdupree@gmail.com) and Duke Ellis (familyellisd@bellsouth.net)
Christian Faith & Life Class, Adult Library Room 201: A Bible study class that focuses on a particular book of the Bible
and uses the Barclay’s Commentary as a resource. Contact: Missy Kitchings (missy@kitchings.net)
Crossroads, Room 208: *Class discussion starts at 10:00 am and dismissal at 10:50 am. The lessons will be Biblically
based and the topics discussed will be relevant to modern Christian life through the discussion of current events using
The Wired Word, an online curriculum. Contacts: Will Crunk (wwcrunk21@gmail.com); Vance Lahey
(vancelahey@gmail.com); and Betty Webb (betty.webb42352@gmail.com)
Exploration Class, Barr Conference Room 211: A spirited discussion based class with in depth conversation regarding
the impact a faith based book has on our lives, our family and our community. Contact: Doug Halleen
(doug.halleen@mentorakid.org)
Feasting on the Word, Parlor Room 218: An in-depth study of the weekly Lectionary scripture text using Feasting on
the Word curriculum. Contacts: Jim Skillen (jim@skillendad.com); Adam Crunk (adam.crunk@gmail.com), and Clarke
Oldham (oldhamfamily@bellsouth.net)
Living Faith Class, Room 213: Video and podcast based class that views a 20-25 minute selection in class then has a
guided discussion. Contact: Steve Lewis (stevelewis22@comcast.net)
Parenting at All Stages and Ages, Music Room 215-B
*Discussion starts at 9:55 am, immediately after the Children’s Musical Gathering, dismissal 10:30 am. A book study
class designed to help parents with all aged children/youth/YA integrate their faith into their everyday life with their
families. Winter book: Making a Home for Faith: Nurturing the Spiritual Life of your Children by Elizabeth Caldwell.
Contacts: Eva and Troy Dover (troyeva@comcast.net), Brent Sower and Kim Joiner (kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org)
Bethel Bible Series, Room 206 (This is a two year commitment class, new study begins Fall 2018) This two-year
Bible study is an overview of the Old and New Testaments. Contacts: Susan Bowling (susan@raybowling.com), Ray
Bowling (ray@raybowling.com) and Tim Kelly (timkelly56@gmail.com)

Lent and Easter Upcoming Services at FPC
Ash Wednesday - February 14, 2018 - 6:45 p.m.
Midweek Lenten Services - Wednesday Nights Feb. 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21
Palm Sunday - March 25, 2018 - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services
Maundy Thursday - March 29, 2018 - 6:00 p.m.
Good Friday - March 30, 2018 - 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunrise - April 1, 2018 joint services at Historic Franklin Presbyterian Church - 6:00 a.m.
Easter Day - April 1, 2018 Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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A Message from Our
Director of Music, Michael Snoddy

Epiphany
Greetings to All!
Epiphany is the final day of the Christmas season. It celebrates those
events in Christ’s early life that revealed his divine nature to those
around him. In a larger sense, it reminds us that the Incarnation involves the announcement of salvation to “all
nations”. The Good News is not for a privileged group but for everyone everywhere.
Epiphany comes from the Greek word epiphaneia, which is translated both as “coming” and “manifestation” or
“appearing”. While Christmas celebrates Christ’s coming in the Incarnation, Epiphany celebrates the
manifestation—the ways in which the Incarnation is revealed to us.
The feast of the Epiphany originated in the Eastern Church and was celebrated as early as the third century,
even before Christmas as part of the liturgical calendar. For early Christians, Epiphany was primarily a feast
celebrating the manifestation of Christ at his baptism, when it was revealed to those present that Jesus was the
Messiah and the Son of God.
In the early church, Epiphany was also a commemoration of Christ’s nativity—God made manifest through his
literal appearance in flesh. This changed in the fourth century, when the church began to observe the feast of
the Incarnation on Christmas Day. As December 25 became the sole feast devoted to Christ’s nativity, the focus
of Epiphany was narrowed to commemorate other important manifestations of Christ.
The Christmas season begins with incarnation and ends with manifestation. The star that guided the Magi was
governed, not solely by gases and gravity, but by God’s desire to convey a message of love to his people—you
and me.
PRAYER: Dear Lord, give us new depth to understand your revelation and the mysteries of your love. Let us
grasp the full revelation brought about by your reign among us. Let us absorb the wisdom of your ancient story.
Give us, also, a spirit of celebration, so that we might revel in your joy and be renewed in mind and in heart.
Amen.
A Merry Christmas and Blessed Epiphany Be Yours!
Michael

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Musical Musings for January
Music List for the New Year – Chancel/Chapel Choir
Works for the New Year: Alleluia! Christ is Risen!, Mathias, Fling Wide the Gates (Crucifixion), Stainer,
Lift High the Cross, Schalk, O Come, Creator Spirit Blest, Scott, The King of Love My Shepherd Is, Beck,
The Seven Words from the Cross, Schalk

Carillon Handbell Choir
Works for the New Year: How Firm a Foundation, Tucker; Hymn to Joy, McChesney; Proclamation,
McChesney; Second Suite for Handbells – I. Prelude and II. Soliloquy, Helman

Musical Schedule Reminders
We would like to cordially invite you to join us, whether for the first time or as a continuing part of our
musical community. We are strengthened and encouraged by your participation and gifts.
Carillon Adult Handbell Choir – WED at 5:15 p.m. (Room 215-A) – Resumes JAN 10
Chancel/Chapel Choir – WED at 6:30 p.m. (Room 215-B) – Resumes JAN 10
Children’s Music Gathering – SUN at 9:45 a.m. (Room 215-B) – Resumes JAN 14
+ + +

Upcoming Dates of Note
Please note these special upcoming services and musical presentations and make plans now to join us.
Watch for more information to follow soon!
Ash Wednesday Service – Wednesday, February 14
Good Friday Service – Friday, March 30
Presentation of THE SEVEN WORDS OF LOVE, Carl Schalk (Chancel/Chapel Choir)
Easter Day – Sunday, April 1
Franklin Suzuki Concert Presentation – Saturday, April 21
Just Justin – An Evening of Music with Justin Belew – Friday, April 18
+ + +

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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January 14, 2018
Communion
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 7, 2018
Baptism of the Lord
Installation/Ordination of Elders

P r e s b y t e ri a n

January 21, 2018
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture: Mark 1:14-20

Scripture: Genesis 1:1-5

Scripture: 1 Samuel 1:1-20

Sermon: Three Words and A Call - Chris Joiner

Sermon: The First Day - Chris Joiner

Sermon:

Acolytes:
8:30: Braden Stivers
11:00: Ainsley Coleman

Acolytes: Water
8:30: Ella Carollo
11:00: Avery DeYoung

Acolytes:
8:30: Amelia Tschantz
11:00: Vivi Garafola

Children’s Worship:
8:30: Rhonda Moyers; Allyson Lewis
11:00: Katie Oldham; Madison Zander

Children’s Worship:
8:30: Jana Roberts; Ashlyn Moyers
11:00: Kim Joiner; Emily Oldham

Liturgists:
8:30: Mike Moyers
11:00: Sue Mahurin

- Anne Keener
Candle
Bryant Downing
Barrett DeYoung

Liturgists:
8:30: Mike Moyers
11:00: Sue Mahurin

Children’s Worship:
8:30: Kim Joiner; Libby Loftin
11:00: Jaclyn Tarkington; Bella Givens
Liturgists:
8:30: Leah Stein
11:00: J. Edward Campbell

Communion Preparation
Becky Hunt; Janice Jones
Communion Clean-up
Pat and Rich Johnson
Communion for Shut-ins
Jean Acklin; Hunter Battle; Jenna Crunk

January 28, 2018
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture: Psalm 111
Sermon: Holy and Awesome - Chris Joiner
Acolytes:
8:30: Rachel Bowling
11:00: Bella Givens
Children’s Worship:
8:30: Casey Pianta; Cara Moyers
11:00: Christine Grisham; Nicole Reimer

Dear First Presbyterian Church, Franklin,
By God’s grace, we provide long-term resources to our neighbors
in need. We do this through Family Support, Instructional
Programs, Seasonal Needs and Hunger Prevention. Your gift has
helped make all of this possible.
Sincerely,
Erin Saurers,
Volunteer and Donor Relation Manger

Liturgists:
8:30 Leah Stein
11:00 J. Edward Campbell

WNL Diners, thank you so much for my most
Generous gift certificate to Kroger. I will use
it to purchase groceries for my family
Christmas dinner.
Sincerely,
Margaret Roberts

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Church Family News
Deaths
The First Presbyterian Church
family extends prayers and
sympathy to the following
people and to other members
of their family during their
time of loss:
The family of Benny Williams
on the death of his brother,
Jimmy Williams, November
18, 2017.

The family of Greg Bennorth, on the
death of his stepfather, Dick Mitchell,
December 3, 2017.
The family of Bob Boyce , on the death
of his sister-in-law, Nancy Boyce,
December 10, 2017.
The family of Dale Roos, on the death of
his aunt, Jean Ernst, December 11, 2017.

The family of Gay Sakich on
the death of her aunts,
Lorraine Coop Williams,
November 23, 2017 and her
aunt, Elizabeth Williams
Hastings on November 27,
2017.

Births
Eden YuHan Burns, daughter of
Scott and Elise Burns, sister to Wren
and Knox, granddaughter of Roger
and Diane Fender, who was born on
August 1, 2016 and was adopted on
December 4, 2017.

Eden YuHan Burns
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Tripp Allen Sweat, son of
Laura Beth and Elliot Sweat,
great grandson of Katie Schutt,
who was born on December 5,
2017.

Tripp Allen Sweat

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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January Birthdays
10
Ben Davis
Chad Story
John Thomason
Thelma Byrd
12
Will Waldkirch
13
Heather Reimer
Lexie Pulliam
Rachael Stanfill
14
David Bell
Jaclyn Bittick
Kristina Latreille
Owen Saltmarsh
15
Elizabeth Stivers
16
Sherri Darnell
Troy Tschantz
17
Eva Dover
18
Garry Collins
Jack Hoeffler
19
Allison Akers
Bill Moore
20
Bill Minshall

1
Dawn Grapes
2
Sanders Whiteside
3
Claire Collins
Emma McCaleb
Vivian Coble
4
Aubrey Battle
Gerry Kopjoe
6
Anne Rutherford
Gretchen Dorman
7
Caroline McCaleb
Judy Darnell
Sidney Frazer
8
Ruth Bloing
Tammy Love
9
Alison Balthrop
Emily Bechtel
Emily Oldham
Leah Wells
Madison Zander
Mark Lucas
Rebecca Hallum

21
Daniel Brown
Jonathan Moyers
22
Richard Qualls
23
Derrell Billingsley
Michael Butler
Roberta
Chamberlain
24
Kirk Lucas
26
Andy Grisham
Bruce Tarkington
Gary Singer
Kevin Phillips
28
Alice Boyce
Betty Waterman
Fred Banner
Janet Huddleston
Jimmy Peterson
29
Christine Grisham
George Carr
30
Nancy Moody
Sadie Lahey
31
Hank McCall
Susan Shute

Please note: Birthdays are published weekly in Enews and monthly in the newsletter. If you would prefer not to be
listed, please email rgarner@fpcfranklin.org for the Enews and gandrews@fpcfranklin.org for the newsletter.

Church Financial Information
Stewardship and Finance would like to report to the congregation the following financial information.
November
Actual
Income
Fixed Expenses
Other Expenses
Profit/(Loss)

November
Budget

March - Nov.
Actual

March- Nov.
Budget

105,708.68

80,216.00

746,502.29

726,950.00

62,901.08
8,836.54
33,971.06

65,738.62
11,500.67
2,976.71

596,523.20
119,196.21
30,782.88

600,283.58
141,349.00
(14,682.58)
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January 2018 Daily Lectionary
Monday, January 1
Morning: Pss. 98; 145
Evening: Pss. 99; 8
Isa. 62:1–5, 10–12
Rev. 19:11–16;
Matt. 1:18–25

Monday, January 8
Morning: Pss. 5; 145
Evening: Pss. 82; 29
Gen. 2:4–9 (10–15) 16–25
Heb. 1:1–14
John 1:1–18

Tuesday, January 2
Morning: Pss. 48; 146
Evening: Pss. 9; 29
1 Kings 19:1–8
Eph. 4:1–16
John 6:1–14

Tuesday, January 9
Morning: Pss. 42; 146
Evening: Pss. 102; 133
Gen. 3:1–24
Heb. 2:1–10
John 1:19–28

Wednesday, January 3
Morning: Pss. 111; 147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 107; 15
1 Kgs. 19:9–18
Eph. 4:17–32
John 6:15–27
Thursday, January 4
Morning: Pss. 20; 147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 93; 97
Josh. 3:14—4:7
Eph. 5:1–20
John 9:1–12, 35–38
Friday, January 5
Morning: Pss. 99; 148
Evening: Pss. 96; 110
Jonah 2:2–9
Eph. 6:10–20
John 11:17–27, 38–44
Saturday, January 6
Epiphany of the Lord
Morning: Pss. 72; 149
Evening: Pss. 100; 67
Isa. 49:1–7
Rev. 21:22–27
Matt. 12:14–21
Sunday, January 7
Baptism of the Lord
Morning: Pss. 104; 150
Evening: Ps. 29
Gen. 1:1—2:3
Eph. 1:3–14
John 1:29–34

Wednesday, January 10
Morning: Pss. 89:1–18;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 1; 33
Gen. 4:1–16;Heb. 2:11–18
John 1:(29–34) 35–42
Thursday, January 11
Morning: Pss. 97; 147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 16; 62
Gen. 4:17–26
Heb. 3:1–11
John 1:43–51
Friday, January 12
Morning: Pss. 51; 148
Evening: Pss. 142; 65
Gen. 6:1–8; Heb. 3:12–19
John 2:1–12
Saturday, January 13
Morning: Pss. 104; 149
Evening: Pss. 138; 98
Gen. 6:9–22; Heb. 4:1–13
John 2:13–22
Sunday, January 14
2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Morning: Pss. 19; 150
Evening: Pss. 81; 113
Gen. 7:1–10, 17–23
Eph. 4:1–16; Mark 3:7–19
Monday, January 15
Morning: Pss. 135; 145
Evening: Pss. 97; 112
Gen. 8:6–22; Heb. 4:14—5:6
John 2:23—3:15

Tuesday, January 16
Morning: Pss. 123; 146
Evening: Pss. 30; 86
Gen. 9:1–17; Heb. 5:7–14
John 3:16–21

Wednesday, January 24
Morning: Pss. 65; 147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 125; 91
Gen. 16:1–14; Heb. 9:15–28
John 5:19–29

Wednesday, January 17
Morning: Pss. 15; 147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 48; 4
Gen. 9:18–29; Heb. 6:1–12
John 3:22–36

Thursday, January 25
Morning: Pss. 143;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 81; 116
Gen. 16:15—17:14
Heb. 10:1–10; John 5:30–47

Thursday, January 18
Morning: Pss. 36; 147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 80; 27
Gen. 11:1–9
Heb. 6:13–20
John 4:1–15
Friday, January 19
Morning: Pss. 130; 148
Evening: Pss. 32; 139
Gen. 11:27—12:8
Heb. 7:1–17
John 4:16–26
Saturday, January 20
Morning: Pss. 56; 149
Evening: Pss. 118; 111
Gen. 12:9—13:1
Heb. 7:18–28
John 4:27–42
Sunday, January 21
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Morning: Pss. 67; 150
Evening: Pss. 46; 93
Gen. 13:2–18
Gal. 2:1–10
Mark 7:31–37
Monday, January 22
Morning: Pss. 57; 145
Evening: Pss. 85; 47
Gen. 14:(1–7) 8–24
Heb. 8:1–13
John 4:43–54
Tuesday, January 23
Morning: Pss. 54; 146
Evening: Pss. 28; 99
Gen. 15:1–11, 17–21
Heb. 9:1–14; John 5:1–18

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.

Friday, January 26
Morning: Pss. 88; 148
Evening: Pss. 6; 20
Gen. 17:15–27
Heb. 10:11–25; John 6:1–15
Saturday, January 27
Morning: Pss. 122; 149
Evening: Pss. 100; 63
Gen. 18:1–16; Heb. 10:26–39
John 6:16–27
Sunday, January 28
4th Sunday after Epiphany
Morning: Pss 108; 150
Evening: Pss. 66; 23
Gen. 18:16–33; Gal. 5:13–25
Mark 8:22–30
Monday, January 29
Morning Pss. 62, 145
Evening Pss. 73, 9
Gen. 19:1–17 (18–23)
24–29; Heb. 11:1–12
John 6:27–40
Tuesday, January 30
Morning Pss. 12, 146
Evening Pss. 36, 7
Gen. 21:1–21; Heb. 11:13–22
John 6:41–51
Wednesday, January 31
Morning: Pss. 96;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 132; 134
Gen. 22:1–18; Heb. 11:23–31
John 6:52–59

WE’RE ON THE WEB
WWW.FPCFRANKLIN.ORG

First Presbyterian Church
101 Legends Club Lane
Franklin, TN 37069
PHONE: (615) 794-5114
FAX: (615) 794-5188
PRESCHOOL: (615) 791-9061
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M.

Return Service Requested

CHURCH STAFF
Chris Joiner, Pastor
Anne Keener, Pastoral Assistant
Michael Snoddy, Director of Music
Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education
Janelle Brinker, Director of Youth Ministries
Cheri Lindsley, Preschool Director
Glenda Andrews, Office Administrator
Sarah Cochran, Church Accountant
Becky Garner, Administrative Assistant
Jerry Russell, Sexton
Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator
Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator
Thomas D. Walker, Pastor Emeritus

Accountant’s Corner
Would you like to make a payment online? Visit the church website at
www.fpcfranklin.org and click on “Pledge and Give Online.” You can make online
contributions for your pledge, capital campaign, flowers, Greece mission trip, and
other items. These payments can be made with a credit card or as a draft from your
bank account.

CLICK HERE to view the church
calendar on our website.
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