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Advent/Christmas at First Presbyterian Church 

Happy Birthday to you, Happy Birthday to you, Happy Birthday dear Jesus, Happy Birthday to you! 

 

Before singing happy birthday to Jesus and eating birthday cake, we enjoyed our Intergenerational Sunday School 

time.  Members of all ages joined their groups in wrapping their present (which was the group member with the 

birthday closest to the date.) It was funny how that privilege fell on 2 families.  Thank you to our “presents”, Mark 

& Mason Blackburn and Rhonda & Jonathan Moyers. It was fun to watch the teamwork. We have some very 

creative people at FPC! 

 

It is always fun and a time of joy when we gather for these Intergenerational Sunday Schools and our next date is 

March 27.  Mark your calendars and plan to join us.     



A Message from our  

Director of Youth Ministries, Janelle Brinker 
 

The past few months have been wonderful and difficult in so many ways. When I share with people the timeline of our wedding, 

moving states, starting school, and beginning in ministry at FPC Franklin, they usually say something like, “That’s a lot of changes 

all at once!” And how true an exclamation. I usually respond by smiling and exhaling the words “Yes, it is.” Because I don’t know 

what else to say. It would take far too long to paint a picture of all the changes, and all the feelings. But in this season of newness 

and change a prayer by former Swedish Diplomat and UN Secretary General, Dag Hammarskjöld, has taught me of gratitude and 

hope. He writes, “For all that has been –thanks. For all that will be –yes.”  

 

In moments when I long for the way things used to be, when I wish I were surrounded by the familiar streets of my hometown, 

and faces of old friends, I say this prayer, “for all that has been –thanks.” When things don’t work out the way I had planned, and 

disappointment creeps in, I repeat to myself with emphasis, “for all that has been –thanks.” When I awake to another day of the 

unknown, and anxiety and fear creep in I pray, “For all that will be –yes.” And when I plan in hopes of empowering FPC Youth to 

grow in faith and love I pray again fiercely, “For all that will be –yes.”  

 

This prayer is simple, but as I have allowed the words to become the meditation of my heart, it has turned self-pity and 

disappointment into gratitude. It has turned anxiety and doubt into hope. I wanted to share this prayer because it  shapes the 

way I do ministry here, and it is shaping my relationships with all of you. So finally, FPC Franklin congregation, youth, parents, 

adult participants, staff, for you –I say thanks. To you –I say yes.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Janelle Brinker  

Director of Youth Ministries  
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 Flowers remind us 

of the goodness of 

God’s creation.  

When they are 

present in the 

sanctuary during 

worship, they lift 

our hearts to God.  

If you would like to 

provide flowers for 

Sunday Worship 

services during 

2016, sign your 

name on the flower 

chart in the church 

office or call the 

office (794-5114).  

The cost is $85.00. 

 

 

Worship Flowers 

Sincere Appreciation 

Joe Duarte, Leanne 

Hoeffler, Anne Keener, 

Tim Kelly, Gretchen 

Napier, Whitney 

Thompson, Troy Tschantz 

and Fred Williams. 

We would like to take this 

opportunity to express 

sincere appreciation to 

the following elders of the 

outgoing Class of 2015:   

 

The elders of the 

incoming class of 2018 

will be ordained/installed 

during worship on 

Sunday, January 10.  

Members of the Class of 

2018 are:  Namaste 

Anderson, Hunter Battle, 

David Boyette, Joy Crunk, 

Eva Dover, Tony Inglis, Bruce 

Jones, Terry Love, Jessica 

Queen and Jaclyn 

Tarkington. 

Installation/Ordination of New Elders 
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Stephen Ministry 

James 1:17 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 

lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 

 

God’s gifts are all around us.  If you or someone you know could use the gift of a Stephen 

Minister, call our confidential telephone line at 615-746-7888 or email 

stephenministry@fpcfranklin.org.  Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you. 

 

Save the Date - VBS is only 5 months away! 

The January Lunch 
and Learn will 
feature Operation 
Stand Down 
Tennessee, which 
assists veterans 
and their families 
so that they can be 

Now that 
Christmas is over, 
we are looking 
ahead to this 
summer! FPC will 
host our annual 
VBS for four fun-

filled days, June 20-
23, and we are 
looking for a few 
key center leaders. 
If you are 
interested in 
helping us with 
crafts, storytelling, 

self-sustaining and 
better connected to 
the community. 
Sean Muldoon, 
Deputy Executive 
Director for OSDTN 
will be the speaker. 
Saturday, January 9, 

at 11:30 a.m. 
Senior adults and 
anyone else who 
has an interest will 
gather for a 
potluck luncheon 
followed by the 
program. 

Senior Adult Ministry 

Lunch and Learn - January 9 

Ash Wednesday - February 10, 6:45 p.m. 

Midweek Lenten Services - Wednesday, February 10 - March 16, 6:45 p.m. 

Palm Sunday - March 20, 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday - March 24, 6:00 p.m. 

Good Friday - March 25, 6:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunrise - March 27, 6:00 a.m. - Historic Franklin Presbyterian Church 

Easter Day - March 27, 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

or decorations, 
please contact Sarah 
Jones at 
VBS@fpcfranklin.org. 
Registration for 
children and youth/
adult volunteers will 
open on March 1st. 

mailto:VBS@fpcfranklin.org
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 November 
Actual 

November 
Budget 

March - Nov. 
Actual 

March- Nov. 
Budget 

Income 94,439.82 77,894.00 728,518.00 709,034.00 

Fixed Expenses 70,964.78 76,153.00 647,880.12 668,627.00 

Other Expenses 5,370.92 5,300.00 78,677.21 83,877.00 

   Profit/(Loss) 18,104.12 (3,559.00) 1,960.67 (43,470.00) 

Church Financial Information 

Stewardship and Finance would like to report to the congregation the following financial information.   

Allison Akers 
Fred Banner 
Aubrey May Battle 
Emily Bechtel 
David Bell 
Ty Bender 
David Biggs 
Derrell Billingsley 
Jaclyn Bittick 
Joe Blackburn 
Ruth Bloing 
Alice Boyce 
Noah Brock 
Sean Brock 
Daniel Brown 
Michael Butler 
Thelma Byrd 
Sarah Cairatti 

Roberta Chamberlain 
Rocco Charland 
Taylor Coble 
Vivian Coble 
Ragan Collier 
Claire Collins 
Garry Collins 
Tammy Dailor 
Judy Darnell 
Sherri Darnell 
Ben Davis 
Gretchen Dorman 
Eva Dover 
Sidney Frazer 
Alison Fuller 
Leslie Fuller 
David Grapes 
Dawn Grapes 
Andy Grisham 
Christine Grisham 
Rebecca Hallum 
Jesse Hartland 
Cal Hendershot 
Jack Hoeffler 
Janet Huddleston 
Lizzy Isaacs 
Loren Johns 
Gerri Kopjoe 
Hannah Lagoski 

Sadie Lahey 
Kristina Latreille 
Ethan Lewis 
Helen Lindell 
Cheri Lindsley 
Tammy Love 
Kirk Lucas 
Mark Lucas 
Will Mahurin 
Caroline McCaleb 
Emma McCaleb 
Hank McCall 
Kevie Mikus 
Bill Minshall 
Nancy Moody 
Bill Moore 
Jonathan Moyers 
Kaye Nickell 
Sydney Ohrt 
Emily Oldham 
Jimmy Petersen 
Drew Peterson 
Kevin Phillips 
Lexie Pulliam 
Jean Ramsay 
Brady Ray 
Heather Reimer 
Taylor Reynolds 
Thomas Reynolds 

January Birthdays 

Please note:  Birthdays are published weekly in Enews and monthly in the newsletter.  If you would prefer not to be 

listed, please email rgarner@fpcfranklin.org for the Enews and gandrews@fpcfranklin.org for the newsletter. 

T h e  F r a n k l i n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

Mark Runnion 
Anne Rutherford 
Owen Saltmarsh 
Leslie Sayers 
Rachel Simpson 
Gary Singer 
Rachael Stanfill 
Libby Stein 
Elizabeth Stivers 
Chad Story 
Bruce Tarkington 
John Thomason 
Wiley Thompson 
Troy Tschantz 
Robin Veenstra-
VanderWeele 
Nan Vincelli 
Will Waldkirch 
Leah Wells 
Donnie Whiteman 
Sanders Whiteside 
Madison Zander 
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  Sunday School for the New Year at FPC 

Our children, youth and adults all love to learn at Sunday school. We offer grade level classes for 2-year-olds through 
12th grade along with many adult options. Take time to survey your options and come give it a try. Classes are held 
from 9:45 to 10:30 a.m.  
 

The children, youth and one adult class all study the same text we use in worship. This common lectionary text and 
lessons give families many more talking points and ways to connect what they learn at church to their home life.  
 

Take a look at all the adult offerings. Which one interests you?  
 

Adult Forum Class  - We are exploring the Questions of Faith series.  This is a video/discussion series that invites the 
participants to seriously consider life questions in the light of our personal and shared faith.  From  the opening 
narration: "Certain basic questions of belief and meaning come to us over and over in our lives.  Sometimes we think 
we've got them answered.  Other times we think we've gone beyond them.  But the world  and circumstances of our 
lives change.  And so, in every generation, we struggle to find new meaning that fits what we now know.  In this series 
a variety of contemporary thinkers reflect on such issues.  We hope that what they say will provoke responses in you 
and will help in your struggle with the questions."    Contact: Bill Carver (William.Carver@HCAHealthcare.com) 
  
Bethel Bible Series -This time-tested study is a two-year overview of the Bible, using picture illustrations to 
enhance understanding and retention. It focuses on God’s unconditional love for us and what that means for our 
everyday choices. This year is the second half of our survey and focuses on the New Testament. We anticipate 
another two-year class to follow with sign-ups during the spring and summer of 2016. Contact:  Susan Bowling 
(susan@raybowling.com) 
  
The Bible Class - The study, “How Jesus Became God”.  This video based lecture series by Professor Bart Ehrman 
delves into the process by which the divinity of Jesus was first conceived by his followers and demonstrating how this 
conception was refined over time to become the core of the Christian theology that has significantly shaped our 
civilization. Contacts: Hugh DuPree (hughjdupree@gmail.com) and Duke Ellis (familyellisd@bellsouth.net). 
 
Christian Faith & Life Class - Our class continues with Bible study. We are now studying the Gospels in chronological 
order. Our primary resource, of course, is the Bible; our main secondary source continues to be The Layman's Bible 
Commentary.  Please join us. Contact: Becky Hofstetter (bwhof@yahoo.com) 
  
Exploration Class - Be Not Afraid: Facing Fear with Faith (2011) by Samuel Wells, Dean of the Chapel and Professor 
of Christian Ethics at Duke University.  Chapters include: “Be Not Afraid of … Death, Weakness, Power, Difference, 
Faith, and Life.” Tom Long (Candler School of Theology, Emory University) says: In this book of reflections, Samuel 
Wells makes profound theological insight and artful language seem effortless.  Each essay is a gem, the product of 
deep thought and the wordsmith’s craft.  This book is so directly addressed to the reader’s heart and mind, so 
precisely on target about the fears that ensnare us, that Wells comes across not as a distant thinker but as a wise, 
understanding, and compassionate friend.  Contact:  Doug Halleen (doug.halleen@mentorakid.org). 
  
Feasting on the Word - Each week we will offer an in-depth study of the weekly bible verse from the lectionary used 
by the PCUSA.  The scripture studied each week is also read during worship and is the focus of Pastor Chris's sermon.  
Our class offers background information about the bible verse and is discussion-based as we explore together the 
meaning of God's word in our daily living. Contacts: Jim Skillen (jim@skillendad.com); 
Adam  Crunk  (adam.crunk@gmail.com; Clarke Oldham (oldhamfamily@bellsouth.net). 
 
Living Faith Class - We will be studying Breathing Room, which is a series with Andy Stanley from his on line series 
called Your Move.  In our busy and fast paced lives it is easy to lose sight of what’s important.   Stanley describes why 
life is better with “breathing room”.  Contact:  Steve Lewis (stevelewis22@comcast.net). 
  
Young Adult Class - Our class is studying "To Do Justice  A Guide for Progressive Christians"  It is a study of  complex 
domestic social problems and how to become involved in social action.  Contact:  Garry Collins 
(drgarry@bellsouth.net). 

mailto:William.Carver@HCAHealthcare.com
mailto:susan@raybowling.com
mailto:hughjdupree@gmail.com
mailto:familyellisd@bellsouth.net
mailto:bwhof@yahoo.com
mailto:doug.halleen@mentorakid.org
mailto:kim@skillendad.com
mailto:adam.crunk@gmail.com
mailto:oldhamfamily@bellsouth.net
mailto:stevelewis22@comcast.net
mailto:drgarry@bellsouth.net
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Over 25 women gathered at NaCoMe in early November for a time of spiritual renewal, fellowship and a whole lot of 

laughs! Programming was led by Rev. Lil Smith of Richardson, TX. She is an ordained Teaching Elder in the PCUSA 

church and the sister of Lissa Bradford. Lil guided our Saturday morning program by setting the table to be inviting and 

nourishing for all who were there. We were fed with Jesus’ story of the feeding of the 5,000.  

 

 

 

 

T h e  F r a n k l i n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

 

WNL Kids 

 

 

Have your experienced the Art Studio? WNL is the best time to do that! Our kids programs coincides with the adult 

program from 6:45 to 7:30 p.m. and allows the kids from 4 years old through 6th grade to enjoy being creative. If you 

are interested in helping out please contact Kelly Oldham (ekellyoldham@gmail.com ) or Kate Lasseter 

(katelasseter@yahoo.com). Your kids are welcome to come any Wednesday that WNL is meeting.  

 

Do you have a hobby or interest that you feel would interest the children of our congregation?  Are you a carpenter? 

Are you a potter?  Our multi age group is loving our new Art Studio. All PreK – 6th grade children are invited to join 

any WNL from 6:45 to 7:30. Many nights we offer “free-choice” in the Art Studio which has a mirage of supplies. 

Another way you can help our program is donate any “crafty” supplies you are not using! Contact Kelly 

(ekellyoldham@gmail.com ) or Kate (katelasseter@yahoo.com). 

mailto:katelasseter@yahoo.com
mailto:katelasseter@yahoo.com
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It’s fun to celebrate your birthday with a friend. How about 

celebrating with over 150 friends at our Wednesday Night 

Live (WNL) dinner?  If you come to WNL on your actual 

birthday week your meal is free! WNL dinner is served buffet 

style at 6:00. The meal is only $5 for adults, $3 for children 

and a $15 family max. We hope to see you at WNL.  

 

When Is Your Birthday? 

  

 

 

January 6 - Our speaker will be Chris Whitney, the pastor of Nashville Family Church and the Founder of One 

Generation Away both based in Franklin, TN. He has a passion to see churches and organizations come together to 

serve each other and to serve our neighbors in need. OneGenAway’s mission is to wipe hunger off the face of 

America by eliminating racism, denominationalism and poverty. Chris’s first book, “The Dirty Church”, is now released 

and available for purchase. Chris is married to Elaine for 29 years and has 3 daughters, 2 son in laws and 4 

grandchildren. 

 

January 13 - February 3 - The adults will embark upon an overview of the life and thoughts of Thomas Merton, a 

Cistercian monk at the Our Lady of Gethsemani Abbey in Kentucky, and a noted author, contemplative and student of 

comparative religion.  This study will be led by Bill Carver.  In the first session, we’ll review his life and times, relying 

on multiple accounts.  The remaining sessions we will consider his fascinating and somewhat controversial 

explorations of Zen Buddhism as reflected in his relatively short but densely packed work Zen and the Birds of 

Appetite.  Although Father Louis (as he was known at the Abbey) died in a freak accident in 1968, his work continues 

to inspire and excite Christians, non-Christians and even non-believers.  And he still generates controversy.  Pope 

Francis specifically recognized his influence during his recent visit to the US.  So please join us in our exploration of 

the thought of Thomas Merton beginning January 13 at Wednesday Night Live. 

Wednesday Night Live Adult Study 

January 6, 13, 20 and 27  

Room 211, 6:45 - 7:30 p.m. 
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Ruling Elders - Class of 2017 

David Bell is trained as an economist and worked as a Commodity Trading Advisor.  In the 

church he has served as a deacon, on multiple sessions, pastor nominating committees, capital 

campaigns, and has been involved in numerous areas of church activities including children and 

youth ministries, outreach and evangelism, congregational activities, theatrical programs, but 

has spent the bulk of his time teaching adult classes relating to living a Christian life in the 

secular world.  

Mark Blackburn is a Certified Public Accountant, has diversified experience in accounting, 

auditing, and tax matters relating to various commercial operations including insurance, 

construction, architecture/engineering, manufacturing, distribution, not for profit 

organizations, and employee benefit plans. He primarily works with privately owned business.  

Mark is a cum laude graduate of The University of Alabama, with a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Business Administration with a concentration in accounting. He also received a Master of 

Accountancy degree from The University of Alabama.  A native of Maryville, Tennessee, Mark, his 

wife and three children reside in Franklin. 

Sally Hill Bullock was born and raised in Arkansas.  Following in her father's footsteps,  

she pursued the profession of medicine. She  finished her medical degree in Little Rock 

in 1981. She met her husband Bill, an attorney,  in Memphis where she completed her 

residency in Internal Medicine. They started private practice in Murfreesboro and had 

two daughters, Kelly and Jamie, and have been married 35 years. She evolved into 

being a hospitalist and continues to work at St. Thomas Rutherford, although no longer 

full-time. She also works at NHC Franklin where she is Medical Director and attends at 

NHC Cool Springs. She enjoys spending time with the grandchildren, swimming and 

tennis. Bill and she have worshipped at FPC Franklin for 16 years. She is an elder in the 

Class of 2017 and serves on the Mission Committee. 

Becky Hunt  is a graduate of the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. She and husband, Steve, 

are the parents of two grown children and grandparents of four grandchildren. After working 

as an educator for over twenty-five  years, she became CFO for her husbands business until 

retiring 10 years later. She has taught Sunday School at First Presbyterian Franklin during 

which time she developed and wrote her own curriculum. She has served on the Christian 

Education Committee, the Wedding Committee, and is currently Chair of the Worship 

Committee along with heading up the Communion Guild.  
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Class of 2017 (Cont.) 

Susan Freeman Burns is a life-long Presbyterian who has been a member of First Presbyterian 

Church, Franklin for 15 years.  As a member at FPC, she serves on the Christian Education 

Committee, and works actively in several areas including confirmation, youth ministry, and elder 

training. Susan also serves on the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee’s Personnel Task Force. 
 

Many years ago, with persistent encouragement from a professor at Agnes Scoot College, Susan 

came to understand that learning and teaching are her calling.  To that end, she served for almost 

30 years as a teacher and principal in the Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools.  Today, she works 

at Vanderbilt University’s Peabody college managing an educational research and policy center and 

serving as Vanderbilt’s director of the Tennessee Governor’s Academy for School Leaders, a joint 

venture between Vanderbilt and the Tennessee Department of Education.  Susan is married to Dan 

Burns, parent to Jayme, and grandmother to Daniel.   
 

In her most recent statement of faith, Susan wrote, “I believe that being faithful to God can be a struggle, and that God 

knows and invites that struggle.  God does, after all, expect us to love him with all our hearts, our souls, and our minds. 

So God calls me to live out a prayerful, joyful, and thinking faith - wrestling with questions and with doubts in an effort 

to understand the world around me, and learn how to faithfully and courageously serve others ‘with energy, 

intelligence, imagination, and love.’ “ 

Steve Lewis was born in Casper WY, moved to Glasgow KY in 1959.  He 

attended Western Kentucky University and graduated in 1975.  Steve sold 

books with the Southwestern Co. from 1973-1976 to pay his way through 

school.  He has been married to Laura for 42 years, has two children Shane 

and Brooke and four grandchildren.  Steve worked for Southwestern/Great 

American, Inc. as a full time employee from 1976-2005.  Started as field 

representative and then moved to Franklin in 1983 to become a Regional 

Vice-President.  He began work with Habitat for Humanity in July of 2006 as 

the Associate Director. Retired in 2012. 

Jim Mahurin has been a member of this church since 1995 and actively involved in Choir 

and Sunday School programs, along with Christian Education, Facility Management and 

Budget & Finance committees.  He is a regular member of the incorrigibles who meet in the 

library for the Men's Bible Study on Saturday mornings.  Jim grew up in rural Kentucky and 

received a degree from Western Kentucky University.  He is self employed as a risk 

management and insurance consult working with both public and private organizations  - 

primarily those involved in high hazard operations - from Alaska to the Gulf of Mexico.  Jim 

and Sue, who has also served on our Session and involved in our meal ministry, have three 

children and seven grandchildren.   
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Class of 2017 (Cont.) 

Mike Moyers grew up in West Nashville and was nurtured by Brookhaven 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church.   In college,  he met the love of his life, 

Rhonda.  They have three children: Jonathan, Cara and Ashlyn. They moved 

to Franklin ten years ago and immediately began worshiping here at FPC.    
 

Mike has a love for liturgy, music and art. So far, he has served FPC with 

singing, ringing bells, leading worship as a liturgist, co-teaching 

Confirmation Class, and creating artwork for the church. As an active 

member of the Session, he is currently serving on the Worship Committee 

and chairing the Music and Arts Ministry Team. 
 

Mike graduated from Lipscomb University with a Bachelors of Commercial Art. Since then, he has illustrated, 

designed and directed many book covers, ads, logos, commercials and campaigns. He currently works from his 

home in Franklin, TN. His deeper side is the life of a fine artist. His greatest passion is to use fine art to 

communicate matters of faith. 
 

Mike firmly believes that art is a communion with the soul. Through his art, he strives to make known the beauty 

and wonder of life and faith. He paints genres ranging from plein-air and impressionism to abstract and 

conceptual. His hope is to successfully communicate that which inspires him in ways that might inspire you as 

well. 

Herb Nappier’s family has been members of FPC since 1987.  First ordained as 

an elder in 1989.  Retired two years ago after 43 years with the domestic steel 

industry.  Currently employed by Williamson County Schools as a teacher 

assistant and Varsity Pitching Coach at Centennial High School.  Married to Kathy 

and we have three children and two beautiful grandchildren. Presently serving 

on the Facilities Management Committee. 

Elizabeth Stivers grew up in Shreveport, Louisiana and Batesville, Arkansas. She is a 

graduate of The University of Texas and received her masters degree from The 

University of Chicago. Elizabeth is a clinical social worker with a private practice in 

Franklin. Elizabeth and her husband, Dave,  live in Spring Hill with their children, Braden 

and Madelyn.  They have attended FPC since 2007. Elizabeth is currently serving as chair 

of the Congregational Care Committee.  
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 Name Tags 

Sabbath is not dependent upon our readiness to stop. We do 

not stop when we are finished. We do not stop when we 

complete our phone calls, finish our project, get through this 

stack of messages, or get out this report. We stop because it is 

time to stop. Sabbath requires surrender. If we only stop 

when we are finished with all our work, we will never stop – 

because our work is never completely done. 

                                                                 Wayne Muller 

 

I am blessed beyond measure to be taking a 3 month 

Sabbatical. As I write this article I am on my last day in the 

church office. I am not finished! I have been working on a to-do list and of course it is not finished to my satisfaction. 

Yes, I do have a host of volunteers that will oversee the various Christian Education programs. I am very appreciative 

to all who have said yes to help! This is a main part of my job as Director of Christian Education – to empower people 

to carry out the CE work of our church.  

 

Another part of my job is the visioning and creating new opportunities for ministry. On my Sabbatical I will be 

reading, exploring and dreaming new plans for FPC. I am very excited about the possibilities that will emerge. I am 

not finished here! I look forward to our continued work together once I return on April 2.  

 

I will not be involved in the day-to-day work of the church.  I will miss the hugs and laughter of the children. I will 

miss the excitement of Sunday Night Summit. I will miss my weekly meetings with Janelle as she glows with reports 

and visions for the youth. I will miss our weekly staff prayer and devotion time. I will miss the Lenten Spirituality 

Center. I will miss YOU!  

 

I am appreciative to the Administration and Christian Education Committees for allotting Continued Education funds 

for this time away. I will be sharing my sabbatical “report” upon my return.  

 

I will be in prayer for you and I covet your prayers for me. My guiding scripture is from Psalm 46:10:  

Be Still and Know that I am God!  

Peace and blessings,  

Kim  

Sabbath Requires Surrender 

As the new year 

arrives, please 

make a New Year’s 

resolution to wear 

your name tag 

since it is a sign of 

hospitality to both 

guests and 

members.  We 

would like everyone 

of all ages to wear 

their name tags on 

Sundays and for 

WNL.  If you have 

misplaced your 

name tag, please 

email Jerry 

Houston at 

jerrybhouston@gm

ail.com and he is 

happy to print a 

new one for 

you.  Thank you 

doing your part to 

make First 

Presbyterian a 

warm and 

welcoming place to 

worship. 

mailto:jerrybhouston@gmail.com
mailto:jerrybhouston@gmail.com
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Path 34 and Trek 56 Accept the Mission Challenge 

We will study the story of the last week of Jesus’ life as told by Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John alongside the book, “Unapologetic: Why, Despite Everything Christianity Can Still Make 

Surprising Emotional Sense,” by Francis Spufford. 

 

Francis Spufford writes, “You can easily look up what Christians believe in. You can read any 

number of defenses of Christian ideas. This, however, is a defense of Christian emotions – of 

their intelligibility, of their grown-up dignity. This is book is called “Unapologetic” because it 

isn’t giving an ‘apologia,’ the technical term for a defense of the ideas. And also because I’m 

not sorry.” 

 

We will explore the ideas in this book alongside the emotional center of the Christian faith, the death and 

resurrection of Christ. We will be reading the accounts of Christ’s last week from all four gospels, looking for the 

ways these stories help us make emotional sense of our faith and our lives. 

January 13 – Trek 56 is hosting Room In The Inn. We will be making the beds and setting up the rooms 

and bathrooms. We will make the lunches and provide the breakfast. Claire Crunk and Heather Reimer 

will be innkeepers for the night with the women. Sign up HERE. The students helping with the beds will 

need to arrive by 5:00 p.m.  Lunch and breakfast items will need to be left in the kitchen marked for 

RITI. We will assemble the lunches at 5:30 p.m.  Contact Susan Oldham for more information 

oldhamfamily@bellsouth.net.   

February 24 -  Path 34 is hosting Room In The Inn. We will be making the beds and setting up the rooms 

and bathrooms. We will make the lunches and provide the breakfast. We also need two adults to be 

innkeepers for the night with the women. Sign up HERE. The students helping with the beds will need to 

arrive by 5:00 p.m.  Lunch and breakfast items will need to be left in the kitchen marked for RITI. We will 

assemble the lunches at 5:30 p.m.  Contact Kim Lewis for more information kimlewis@comcast.net.   

New Wednesday Morning Bible Study Begins January 27 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044aa8aa29a5f94-trek
mailto:oldhamfamily@bellsouth.net
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044aa8aa29a5f94-path1
mailto:kimlewis@comcast.net
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 Confirmation Retreat 

January 29 and 30: NOTE 

THE DATE CHANGE! Retreat 

at the church for students 

and Covenant Partners.   

 

 

Christian Education January Upcoming Events 

 

January 10  – Youth Adult Participants will have a mid-year training event, 3 – 5 p.m.   

January 10 – Sunday Night Summit (SNS) for Hwy 912, MM 78, Path 34 and Trek 56, 5:30 p.m.  

January 15-18 – High School Youth Ski Trip  

January 24 – Course III Sexuality (High School), 12 noon to 5 p.m.  

January 24 – SNS for Hwy 912, MM 78, Path 34 and Trek 56 AND Parent vs. Youth Night  

January 29-30 – Confirmation Retreat at the church  

 

Mark your calendars for these important events:  

Sexuality Course II for Middle School – Feb. 19-20  

Sexuality Course I for 5th and 6th graders – Feb. 19-20  

Youth NaCome Winter Retreat – Feb. 26-28 

NaCoMe Congregational Retreat – April 30 - May 1 

Our church will host an 

overnight retreat at Camp 

NaCoMe on April 30 and 

May 1. Come for the day 

or for an overnight play 

date. NaCoMe offers a 

serene outdoor location for 

you to escape the hustle and 

bustle of Williamson County 

life. Mark your calendars 

now to join your church 

family. More information 

coming soon!  

Come and Play...NaCoMe Style! 
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Youth 

Highlights from last month:  

This December the youth at WNL served with Room In the Inn and each week talked 

about the advent themes, we even did a “Finding Joy” scavenger hunt in which the 

youth took pictures of things that bring joy around the building!   

            The youth also celebrated Christmas together at their Ugly Sweater Christmas 

Parties! The Lahey’s hosted Middle School for lunch and the Grisham’s hosted High 

School for dinner. They all shared a meal, played hilarious Christmas themed games, 

and made memories together.  
 

What’s coming up in January:  

This month the High School Youth are looking forward to a Ski Trip to Paoli Peaks, Indiana over MLK weekend. We 

are excited to hit the slopes and enjoy each other’s company on a weekend full of fun!  

            We are also looking forward to the High School Sexuality course III that will be held Sunday, Jan. 24 at 3pm. 

This will be a great opportunity for our youth to gain wisdom and a healthy perspective on sexuality.  We strongly 

encourage all high school youth to participate.  

            That same Sunday (Jan. 24), at SNS we will be hosting PARENT V. YOUTH NIGHT! All parents of youth are 

welcome to come at 5:30 for dinner, and then stay as parents and youth battle for bragging rights! After the 

games parents will have the opportunity to hear from our youth leadership about upcoming youth events like 

retreats and mission trips. We look forward to seeing all of our parents and youth there. It’s going to be tons of 

fun! 
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Another Year is Dawning  
 

Another year is dawning; Dear Father, let it be, 

In working or in waiting, another year with Thee; 

Another year of progress, another year of praise; 

Another year of proving thy presence all the days. 

 

Another year of mercies, of faithfulness and grace, 

Another year of gladness in the shining of Thy face; 

Another year of leaning upon Thy loving breast; 

Another year of trusting, of quiet, happy rest. 

 

Another year of service, of witness for Thy love; 

Another year of training for holier work above. 

Another year is dawning: Dear Father, let it be, 

On earth or else in heaven, another year for Thee.   

Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879) 

 

It is said that Frances Havergal enjoyed the New Year!  It was a day of promise in which she looked forward in 

faith to God’s blessing in the coming months.  She had a positive spirit, so much so that when she entered a room, 

it was said she brought with her a “bit of sunshine.” 

 

One New Year’s Eve Frances found such inspiration that she created the hymn, Another Year is Dawning. Though 

Frances died as a young woman she remained steadfast in the faith through the end of her journey, celebrating 

God’s mercies each new day as well as each New Year.  

 

Another year is dawning: Dear Father, let it be!  Wishing all a Happy and Blessed New Year, know that the God of 

Hosts born in Bethlehem is with us!   

 

Rise up singing praise! 

 

Michael  

A Message from Our  

Director of Music, Michael Snoddy 
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UPCOMING Acolyte Training:  
Sunday, January 10, 2016 (3:30 – 4:30) – Sanctuary 

(for all Fifth Graders and above) 
 

The word acolyte is taken from the ancient Greek meaning 

companion, attendant, or helper.   Our acolytes  

take part in worship by bringing in the baptismal waters 

 weekly and by lighting the candles on Sundays 

in which Holy Communion is celebrated.  

 

Interested?  Make plans now to join 

 us for new acolyte training in January. 

There may only be 9 
people traveling to 
Greece but we will all be 
there with them in spirit 
through our prayers. 
Please pray that God will 
continue to prepare their 
hearts and the hearts of 
all those they will 
encounter.  The team will 
be posting updates 
through Chris’ blog as 
they are able.  You may 
follow along by clicking 
here https://
christopherjoiner.wordpr
ess.com/ or you may also 
go to the church website 
www.fpcfranklin.org and 
click on the W icon at the 
bottom of the screen for a 
link to his blog.   

Please join us in prayer 
for the Greece Mission 
Team who are in Lesvos, 
Greece serving refugees 
with medical and 
humanitarian aid.  The 
team of Clarie Crunk, 
Tony Inglis, Chris and Kim 
Joiner, Cathy and Harding 
McCall, Robin and Lexie 
Pulliam and Elizabeth 
Stivers would like to thank 
the church for their 
support and prayers. They 
left on December 28 and 
will return on January 5 to 
eager families and an 
eager church family 
excited to hear how God 
has worked through 
them.   

Lesvos, Greece Mission Trip 

https://christopherjoiner.wordpress.com/
https://christopherjoiner.wordpress.com/
https://christopherjoiner.wordpress.com/
http://www.fpcfranklin.org
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January 3, 2016 
2nd Sunday after Christmas Day 

 

Scripture:   Ephesians 1:3-14 

 

Sermon:     “A New Day of Belonging”  

                  - Anne Keener 
 

Liturgists: 

 8:30: Bill Carver 

 11:00: Steve Lewis 

 

Children’s Worship: 

 8:30: Rhonda Moyers; Cara Moyers 

 11:00: Christine Grisham; Libbey Roumen 
 

Acolytes: 

 8:30: Hailee Carollo 
  

Hospitality Team 1: 

 8:30:  Fred and Sue Banner; Tammy and  

   Anna Marie Love; Ruthie Moulton;  

   Margaret, Phillip, Harrison, Sanders  

   and Shelby Whiteside 

 11:00: Jean Acklin; J. Edward and Brenda  

  Campbell; Kay Hartman; Michelle  

  Hatcher; Leanne, Steve, Molly and  

  Jack Hoeffler 

January 10, 2016 
Baptism of the Lord 

Installation/Ordination of Elders 
 

 

Scripture:   Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

 

Sermon:     “Not Me” - Chris Joiner 

 

Liturgists: 

 8:30: Bill Carver 

 11:00: Steve Lewis 
     

 

Children’s Worship: 

 8:30: Melina Stevens; Ava Fitzgerald 

 11:00: Casey Pianta; Molly Hoeffler 
 

   

Hospitality Team 2: 

 8:30:  Duke Ellis; Jenn and Chad, Ava and  

   Harper Fitzgerald; Myers Parsons;  

   Bruce and Betty Waterman; Susan  

   Williams 

 11:00: Roberta Chamberlain; Troy, Eva,  

  Noah and Luke Dover; Larry and  

  Blair Reynolds; Ken, Ann, Josh and  

  Madison Zander 

 

Communion Preparation 
 Becky Hunt and Jane Plumley 
 

Communion Clean-up 

 Jeannette Crosswhite and Jan Rhodes 
 

Communion for Shut-ins 

 Mike Moyers and Herb Nappier 

January 17, 2016 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

 Scripture:   John 2:1-11 

 

Sermon:     Warner Durnell 

 

Liturgists: 

 8:30: Hugh DuPree 

 11:00: Sue Mahurin 

 

Children’s Worship: 

 8:30: Lindsey Ball; Hailey Story 
  

Hospitality Team 3: 

 8:30:  Betsy Adgent; Priscilla Duarte;  

   Jennifer, Chris, Meryl, Brooks and  

   Hollis Godwin Godwin; Arleen Munk 

 11:00: Michael and Reagan Gentile; Vance  

  and Jessica Lahey; Bruce, Jaclyn, and 

  Sammy Tarkington; Paul, Rebecca,  

  Hannah, Emma and Jake Wilson 

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service. 

January 31, 2016 
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Scripture:   Luke 4:21-30 
 

Sermon:     “Today”  - Chris Joiner 
 

Liturgists: 

 8:30: Duke Ellis 

 11:00: Greg Lessley 
   
Children’s Worship: 

 8:30: Jana Roberts; Libby Loftin 

 11:00: Anne Snow; Casey Pianta 

January 24, 2016 
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Scripture:   Luke 4:14-21 
 

Sermon:     “Anointed”  - Chris Joiner 
 

Liturgists: 

 4:00: Hugh DuPree 

 6:00: Sue Mahurin 
   
Children’s Worship: 

 8:30: Karen Sartin; Nora Henderson 

 11:00: Rhonda Moyers; Parkes Grisham 
 

Hospitality Team 4: 

 8:30:  Sally Bullock; Jimmy, Jana, Tyler  

   and Lauren Roberts; Don Savage; 

   Troy, Kelly, Lucy, Myers, and  

   Amelia Tschantz 

 11:00: David, Michelle, John and Mac  

  Boyette; Barbara Lee; Keith, Vicky  

  and Kory Stiles; Jay and Kathy  

  Strunk 

Thank all of the WNL diners 

for the very generous Kroger 

gift card. Nancy, Lucy and I 

really enjoy cooking for all of 

you each Wednesday and 

appreciate your being a big 

part of our lives.  Merry 

Christmas, Margaret Roberts 

Chris Joiner has preached 

about how difficult 

receiving gifts can be - but 

saying thank you is also 

tough to do.  All my words 

of thanks seem so 

inadequate. 
 

Even so, please accept my 

thanks and gratitude for 

the meals you all sent me, 

as well as the flowers, and 

cards you shared. But 

most of all, I was blessed 

and upheld by your 

prayers.  Thank you, 

Priscilla Duarte 

Dear WNL family, 

Many thanks for your 

Christmas gift cards for the 

kitchen crew.  It is a pleasure 

to feed hungry people so we 

look forward to Wednesday 

nights.  Love, Nancy 

Dear WNL family, 

Thanks so much for the 

generous Kroger gift card 

you gave me for Christmas.  

It certainly came in handy 

over the holidays!  Best 

wishes to all of you for a 

prosperous and healthy 

2016!  Lucy Battle 
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Church Family News 

The family of Shirley 

Bolich who died 

December 18. 

 

John Sakich on the 

death of his mother, 

Margie Ray Sakich, 

who died December 4. 

The First Presbyterian Church 

family extends prayers and 

sympathy to the following 

people and to other members 

of their family during their 

time of loss: 

 

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service. 

Service of Light 

Deaths 

 

  

Those who attended the 

Service of Light were greeted 

by these beautiful luminaries 

guiding their path as they 

entered the building.  These 

luminaries were made by the 

children of our church during 

WNL.  Thank you to those 

who lovingly made 

them.  They lighten our 

darkness which was the 

message of the 

service.  Those who attended 

were invited to reflect on 

Psalm 139 and write prayers 

for themselves, for those 

they love and for a world 

which is desperately in need 

of light in the midst of 

darkness. If you weren’t able 

to join us, please consider 

adding this special service to 

your Advent journey next 

year. 

This poem was included in the 

Advent Reflections booklet that each 

person received as they entered the 

sanctuary. 

 

Praying 

It doesn’t have to be 
the blue iris, it could be 
weeds in a vacant lot, or a few 
small stones; just 
pay attention, then patch 
 
a few words together and don’t try 
to make them elaborate, this isn’t  
a contest but a doorway 
 
into thanks, and a silence in which  
another voice may speak. 

- Mary Oliver 
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These Scripture readings are from the two-year daily lectionary of the Presbyterian Book of Common Worship (Westminster John 

Knox Press 1993). 

Friday, January 1 
Morning: Pss. 98; 148 
Evening: Pss. 99; 8 
Isa. 62:1–5, 10–12 
Rev. 19:11–16 
Matt. 1:18–25 
 
Saturday, January 2 
Morning: Pss. 48; 149 
Evening: Pss. 9; 29 
1 Kings 19:1–8 
Eph. 4:1–16 
John 6:1–14 
 
Sunday, January 3 
Morning: Pss. 111; 150 
Evening: Pss. 107; 15 
1 Kgs. 3:5–14 
Col. 3:12–17 
John 6:41–47 
 
Monday, January 4 
Morning: Pss. 20; 145 
Evening: Pss. 93; 97 
Josh. 3:14—4:7 
Eph. 5:1–20 
John 9:1–12, 35–38 
 
Tuesday, January 5 
Morning: Pss. 99; 146 
Evening: Pss. 96; 110 
Jonah 2:2–9 
Eph. 6:10–20 
John 11:17–27, 38–44 
 
Wednesday, January 6 
Morning: Pss. 72; 147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 100; 67 
Isa. 49:1–7 
Rev. 21:22–27 
Matt. 12:14–21 
 
Thursday, January 7 
Morning: Pss. 46 or 97; 
147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 27; 93 or 114 
Deut. 8:1–3 
Col. 1:1–14 
John 6:30–33, 48–51 
 
Friday, January 8 
Morning: Pss. 46 or 47; 148 
Evening: Pss. 27; 93 or 114 
Exod. 17:1–7 
Col. 1:15–23 
John 7:37–52 

Saturday, January 9 
Morning: Pss. 46 or 47; 149 
Evening: Pss. 27; 93 or 114 
Isa. 45:14–19 
Col. 1:24—2:7 
John 8:12–19 
 
Sunday, January 10 
Morning: Pss. 104; 150 
Evening: Ps. 29 
Gen. 1:1—2:3 
Eph. 1:3–14 
John 1:29–34 
 
Monday, January 11 
Morning: Pss. 5; 145 
Evening: Pss. 82; 29 
Gen. 2:4–9 (10–15) 16–25 
Heb. 1:1–14 
John 1:1–18 
 
Tuesday, January 12 
Morning: Pss. 42; 146 
Evening: Pss. 102; 133 
Gen. 3:1–24 
Heb. 2:1–10 
John 1:19–28 
 
Wednesday, January 13 
Morning: Pss. 89:1–18; 
147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 1; 33 
Gen. 4:1–16 
Heb. 2:11–18 
John 1:(29–34) 35–42 
 
Thursday, January 14 
Morning: Pss. 97; 147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 16; 62 
Gen. 4:17–26 
Heb. 3:1–11 
John 1:43–51 
 
Friday, January 15 
Morning: Pss. 51; 148 
Evening: Pss. 142; 65 
Gen. 6:1–8 
Heb. 3:12–19 
John 2:1–12 
 
Saturday, January 16 
Morning: Pss. 104; 149 
Evening: Pss. 138; 98 
Gen. 6:9–22 
Heb. 4:1–13 
John 2:13–22 

Sunday, January 17 
Morning: Pss. 19; 150 
Evening: Pss. 81; 113 
Gen. 7:1–10, 17–23 
Eph. 4:1–16 
Mark 3:7–19 
 
Monday, January 18 
Morning: Pss. 135; 145 
Evening: Pss. 97; 112 
Gen. 8:6–22 
Heb. 4:14—5:6 
John 2:23—3:15 
 
Tuesday, January 19 
Morning: Pss. 123; 146 
Evening: Pss. 30; 86 
Gen. 9:1–17 
Heb. 5:7–14 
John 3:16–21 
 
Wednesday, January 20 
Morning: Pss. 15; 147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 48; 4 
Gen. 9:18–29 
Heb. 6:1–12 
John 3:22–36 
 
Thursday, January 21 
Morning: Pss. 36; 147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 80; 27 
Gen. 11:1–9 
Heb. 6:13–20 
John 4:1–15 
 
Friday, January 22 
Morning: Pss. 130; 148 
Evening: Pss. 32; 139 
Gen. 11:27—12:8 
Heb. 7:1–17 
John 4:16–26 
 
Saturday, January 23 
Morning: Pss. 56; 149 
Evening: Pss. 118; 111 
Gen. 12:9—13:1 
Heb. 7:18–28 
John 4:27–42 
 
Sunday, January 24 
Morning: Pss. 67; 150 
Evening: Pss. 46; 93 
Gen. 13:2–18 
Gal. 2:1–10 
Mark 7:31–37 
 

Monday, January 25 
Morning: Pss. 57; 145 
Evening: Pss. 85; 47 
Gen. 14:(1–7) 8–24 
Heb. 8:1–13 
John 4:43–54 
 
Tuesday, January 26 
Morning: Pss. 54; 146 
Evening: Pss. 28; 99 
Gen. 15:1–11, 17–21 
Heb. 9:1–14 
John 5:1–18 
 
Wednesday, January 27 
Morning: Pss. 65; 147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 125; 91 
Gen. 16:1–14 
Heb. 9:15–28 
John 5:19–29 
 
Thursday, January 28 
Morning: Pss. 143; 
147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 81; 116 
Gen. 16:15—17:14 
Heb. 10:1–10 
John 5:30–47 
 
Friday, January 29 
Morning: Pss. 88; 148 
Evening: Pss. 6; 20 
Gen. 17:15–27 
Heb. 10:11–25 
John 6:1–15 
 
Saturday, January 30 
Morning: Pss. 122; 149 
Evening: Pss. 100; 63 
Gen. 18:1–16 
Heb. 10:26–39 
John 6:16–27 
 
Sunday, January 31 
Morning: Pss 108; 150 
Evening: Pss. 66; 23 
Gen. 18:16–33 
Gal. 5:13–25 
Mark 8:22–30 

January 2016 Daily Lectionary 

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service. 
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Inquirers Luncheon 

Do you have 

questions about 

First Presbyterian 

Church, 

Franklin?  It is 

difficult to have all 

your questions 

answered from just 

attending our 

worship 

services.  The 

Inquirers Luncheon 

is a wonder 

opportunity to ask 

questions about 

our congregation 

or the Presbyterian 

Church in 

general.  Whether 

you have been 

visiting for a week 

or over a year, you 

are invited to join 

us in the Barr 

Conference Room 

on Sunday, January 

24 following the 

11:00 service.  After 

some fellowship over 

lunch, Chris Joiner 

and a few other 

members of the staff 

and congregation 

will lead a discussion 

on the history, 

vision, and ministries 

of First Presbyterian 

Church.  The only 

commitment is a 

couple of hours of 

your time.  Please 

contact Jerry 

Houston at 

jerrybhouston@gmai

l.com or cell phone 

615-473-4128 to 

reserve your spot by 

Monday, January 

18.  Childcare is 

available upon 

request.  We hope 

you can join us! 

mailto:jerrybhouston@gmail.com
mailto:jerrybhouston@gmail.com

