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The disciples asked, ‘Then 
who can be saved?!!’  But 
Jesus looked at them and 
said, ‘For mortals it is im-
possible, but for God all 
things are possible.’  
 - Matthew 19:25-26 

When Do We Re-open? 

First of all, remember that the church is not primarily a building and so the 
church itself is not “closed.”  I wonder if we are being forced to rethink 
what church is first and foremost.  Many of you have been keeping in 
great contact with each other and even doing real ministry as essential 
workers or praying for and supporting each other and our neighbors.  The 
church —you all — are connected and active and engaged in mission and 
ministry.    
 
Secondly, I want to say how troubling it is that religious and other leaders 
are not taking the safety requirements seriously.  Stay home whenever you 
can.  Cover your face when you go out.  Wash your hands frequently.  
When anyone resists this it sets us all back waiting longer for an end to 
this social distancing and risking more lives.   
 
In so far as our worship space goes, even after months of having church on
-line by video conference, mailings and phone calls, many of us still feel 
bewildered by this situation.  Also, at the outset we didn’t imagine it 
would last this long.  Now there is just the beginning of discussion in more 
detail about what is next.  We must all watch as each step is taken to-
wards a next phase of reopening to assess its impact.  There is still 
much that is unknown and, unfortunately there is some partisanship and 
divisiveness about how and when to restart.  The decision to stop or restart 
public gatherings is currently a matter of law under the emergency 
provisions; the initial decision to stop our usual in-person worship was 
made by our ccongregation council and as reopening begins it will be the 
council again that will need to discuss this for our worship.  Uppermost in 
our discernment will be advice from the medical community, our public 
health officials and their recommendations concerning the most vulnerable 
populations.  Also, the Bishop discusses all of this with us regularly as 
there are many details to customize to our situation.    
 
One thing is beginning to be clear, reopening will not be all at once 
and we will not be undoing all of the precautions we have been 
taking.  The virus will be around for a long time and while we hope to 
have new medical ways of addressing it on a broader scale, prevention 
measures will continue to be the best and most effective way of dealing 
with this public health crisis.  

Continued on page two   
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The Bible describes a world of tenuous 
arrangements and tumult.  Don't we sing 
about it?  Doesn't the Bible describe it 
again and again in so many 
ways?  Doesn't our Sunday worship talk 
about a savior who is seemingly undone 
while his followers watch helplessly? 
 

Faith, for some people, is a matter of 
being unconcerned with what harm 
might be in store.  There is truth in the 
idea that we must be ready for the 
world around us to come undone as it 
has so often in the past, but it is not 
true that we should then behave 
recklessly or that we should be 
careless with the safety of ourselves 
and others.  We are to take care of 
ourselves and our neighbors and all 
creation.  God has given us what we 
need to live a life that seeks health and 
wholeness.  "Is there no balm in 
Gilead?"  Is medicine and the means for 
wellness not a gift from a loving and 
freedom-bestowing God?  Healing and 
nurturing is our ministry and has been 
placed in our hands.  
 

These are the basic questions about how 
we are called to live and how we are to 
rely on God's promises.  Let's make sure 
that we continue to face them as a 
church, as a community of love, care, 
forgiveness, faith and hope.   

When do we reopen—continued 

If you have not joined us for video/ 
phone conference on Sunday morn-
ings, please do!  If you have ques-
tions about how it works please 
call! 
 
There will be a time when we can begin to 
gather with precautions.  These would in-
volve face masks, frequent hand sanitizing, 
no hymnals, no communion and no con-
tact.  We would need to have strict social 
distancing requirements and a record of 
who was present in the event we need to do 
tracing.  We also would have no fellowship 
or refreshments and, most disappointing 
perhaps, no singing.  These all spread the 
virus.  We might wonder if such a gathering 
would be of much use.  Would such a gath-
ering look and feel like church?  It would at 
least be one step up from video and phone 
but it would also be frustratingly limiting 
and, after so much waiting, another dis-
couraging thing to see.  It could also be dis-
continued at any time if the situation 
changes again.    
 
There are many questions and the 
beginnings of some options, such as I 
mentioned above.  We will all continue to 
stay in contact and look for ways to be 
together while we are apart.  That might 
seem like a contradiction but Lutherans are 
good at paradox and we prefer a world of 
"both /and" instead of "either /or."  We can 
find ways to be together and also still 
maintain our safety precautions by being at 
a distance. 
  
It would be nice if things never changed on 
us and if we were in control of our world 
but the world has a way of reminding us 
that we are not in control.  This is precisely 
what pastors preach about and, as one 
pastor recently said, it turns out that what 
we've been preaching is true. 
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Worship resources  

are being  
sent by  

mail and email.   
To receive  

one or both of these 
please call the office.  

Ask for more info.   

Join us for phone call/ video con-
ference on Sunday at 9:45am 

 

Dial +1646 558 8656,then enter 
4290709541# 

or Join on your computer or 

smart phone web browser 
                       https://zoom.us/j/4290709541 

 
Offering information options: 

 
1) By mail   2) Instruct your bank to send a check 
of whatever amount and frequency you choose.   

 
3) Quickpay with Zelle -  
 St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church at 
   Spelch@msn.com 
 
4) Venmo app - stpauls-ryebrook  
   (Laura Chen-Schultz) 
 

Church during the Pause and Distancing  

 

Bishop Eaton:  

“...In our longing to be church together, 

let us be even more intentional in shar-

ing with each other, easing each other’s 

burdens, consoling each other in our 

fear and grief, condemning what is con-

trary to the gospel and living out our 

baptismal covenant ‘to strive for justice 

and peace in all the earth.’”   

 

Jamie and Ryann 
tell the story of 
Noah and the Ark 
in their video.  
Sunday school has contin-
ued online during this 
time.   

On Sunday the 17th, we saw 
videos from our children tell-
ing Bible stories, recalling the 
things they did this year and 
helping us all reconnect to 
our mission and the message 
we are all entrusted with.  

 

Contact 
Lorna  
if you’d 
like to help 
with mate-
rials or 
with sew-
ing face-
masks.   

Making Masks 

https://zoom.us/j/4290709541
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Our Child Care Center 

Our Child Care Center remains closed; 
we are not charging tuition during this 
closure but we are continuing to support 
our staff financially.  After using contin-
gency funds for a month we received a 
Federal loan for payroll.  It is a difficult 
time for many, including our child care 
community, our families and our staff.  
Hold them in prayer during this time. 
Our staff is staying in touch with our 
families remotely during this time and 
brightening everyone’s day with a re-
minder of the great community we have.    

Advisory Committee 

At left you see the most recent training of the Child 

Care Center Advisory Committee.  Fortunately, with 

many recent transitions the committee had already 

contracted with a consultant to help the committee in 

its work of oversite and support.   

Others not pictured here who attended Winter and 

Spring trainings, Ken Satate and John Tormondsen.  

In April the Committee recommended the appoint-

ment of a new acting director, Medina Telesco, and 

the Congregation Council approved.    

 

Hello,  

My name is Medina Telesco and I have been 

working at St. Paul’s for 7 years. I have worked in 

3 out of 4 of the rooms before earning my CDA 

certification to become the preschool 3's head 

teacher. I also coach girls and boys basketball for 

Rye Recreation. My husband and I have been 

married for 6 years and we have two amazing 

girls. Payton (4 years old) and Paris (2 years old) 

both started at St. Paul's at 3 months old. We now 

live in Brewster, NY for the past year and half. I 

love creating custom clothing, decals and other 

items.  

Jackie 

Philip Jenks began his Deacon Intern-

ship in January.  With plans for preaching, 

helping with worship and pastoral care we have 

watched as Philip has an-

swered the call to suddenly 

help with online worship and 

the Child Care Advisory 

Committee.  Philip’s intern-

ship comes after two years 

of study in courses in Bible, 

worship, church history, eth-

ics, visitation and more.   

We thank the Internship sup-

port team: Barbara Thistle, 

Laurie Palastro, Ron Schultz 

and Cecilia Kelapile.   
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June 
2 Henry Powers 
2 Helen Beljean 
5 Michael Miller 
6 Ron Schultz 
10 Aurora Garguilo 
11 Tyler Dehardt 
12 Genice Mark  
15 Ryann Onofrio Franceschini 
15 Jamie Onofrio Franceschini 
15 Anke Sulimma 
16 Nancy Jenkins 
17 Kim Guinta 
18 Laura Chen-Schultz 
19 Ian Fulton 
22 Toni Marie Birittieri 
25 Kate Jaffee 
25 Linda Kausas 
27 Casey Schultz 
27 Russell Fulmore 
29 Andrew Schlosser 
30 Elaine Makowski 

July 

 
1 Lauren Disbennett 
2 Wendy Thorenz 
6 Heather Paul 
6 Ben Gawle 
7 Eileen Parker 
7 Patty Gawle 
8 Nicole Schlosser 
10 Andrew Palovchek 
11 Lindsey Jenkins 
13 Darcy Roche 
13 Theo Makowski 
15 Julia Wolff 
17 Suzanne Newcomb 
19 Charles Severance  
23 Donna Smith 
23        Jack Tormondsen  
28 Joe Supp 

 

 

August 
1 Olivia Birittieri 
2 Trevor Disbennett 
3 Ross Disbennett 
5 Veronica Scullion 
5  Andy Richardson 
6  Medina Telesco  
8 Chip Gawle 
9 Rob Trenck 
9 Anita Charleswell 
12 David Ridberg 
14 Debra Ernst 
15 Lillian Johnson 
18 Edzani Kelapile  
18 George Powers 
21 Ally Mark 
21 Klara Severance  
22 Cecilia Kelapile 
23 Noki Masuku 
23 Thomas Miller 
26 William Schlosser 
28 Erin Powers 
29 Lorna O'Hanlon 
31 Linda Armstrong 

Prayers for  
the families who have 

lost loved ones:   
Winifred Kelly,  

Sharon Nearby,  

Danny Gonzalez,  

Georgiana Church Broadway,  

Walter Korntheuer,  

Kathleen Rattigan.   

 

 

Thanks to Callie,  
Lorna and Liam 
for technical help 
with videos.   

Congratulations to all our graduates espe-

cially those going on to a new school! 

Send names to the office.   

Birthdays 
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The Continuing Crisis:  
Bishop Egensteiner's Response  
to the Persistence of Racism 
 
Grace to you from God our Father and Our Lord and 
Savior Jesus the Christ in the power of the Spirit. 
Amen 

COVID-19 is non-discriminatory. This may seem so obvious 
as to be self-evident. After all, aren’t people in all communi-
ties, throughout the world, in every demographic coming 
down with this disease? And aren’t people in all communities, 
throughout the world, in every demographic dying from this 
disease!? Thus, COVID-19– in this way, at least– functions 
like any other disease but destroys worse than most of them. 

Why, then, do we see a much higher incidence of the dis-
ease among Native Americans, Latinx people and people 
of African descent? And, not surprisingly, a much higher mortality rate! 

As your pastor and the one charged with the responsibility to “interpret and advocate the mission and 
theology of the whole church” (Synod Constitution S8.12.g), I believe these are questions the Church, 
our Church, needs to be asking. I am aware that there are other deep concerns around the implications 
of this disease for our communal life. But for this article, I want to engage you in grappling with the ques-
tion that forms the paragraph above. Please walk with me in this for a little while. 

Actually, we know the answer to the question about higher incidence and mortality: Native American, 
Latinx and African descent people generally live in more densely populated areas, have less access to 
adequate health care, tend to have a higher incidence of medical conditions known to increase the se-
verity of the infection (comorbidities, which are themselves a result of systemic oppression and marginal-
ization) and their depressed economic situation makes it less likely that members of these groups can 
self-isolate, i.e. not work from the relative safety of their homes. In other words, while COVID-19 is non-
discriminatory its effects are not. As I have said before, this disease is exposing deep and long-
standing fault lines in our world and in the United States in particular that we, as followers of 
Christ, must find intolerable and contradictory to the kingdom Jesus announced and established 
in his life, death and resurrection. Or, to put it more plainly, the fact that the consequences of this 
disease fall more heavily on certain predictable groups are manifestations of the persistence of 
racism and white privilege in our society. 

Put in this way, we see the answer to what at first appears to be a riddle: What has COVID-19 got to do 
with Ahmaud Arbery? Just as COVID-19 is not “just” a disease but an exposure of racism in our commu-
nities so Ahmaud Arbery is not “just” a jogger but a young black man pursued and murdered by two 
white men for the “crime” (in their estimation) of being black, an occurrence (the exploitation and killing of 
black and brown and, while we’re at it, female and queer bodies) tragically common throughout our histo-
ry. In other words, Ahmaud Arbery’s death is –or ought to be– a shocking and repulsive manifestation of 
the persistence of racism that, like COVID-19, disproportionately takes the lives of African descent, 
Latinx and Native American people in our so-called “egalitarian” country. This is the continuing crisis. 
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Bishop Egensteiner continued 

If you’re still reading this far (and I pray you are), you may be asking, “Why are you bringing this 
up? What’s your point?” Partly to follow the lead of our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton in calling 
out the sin of racism and white supremacy in her pastoral message of May 13th. But, more im-
portantly, this pandemic is forcing us to reevaluate what it means to be Church, the Body of 
Christ in the world. Personally and pastorally, I am looking at this from two points of view, one 
negative and the other positive. The negative is that some are saying this is the end of churches 
and the Church since we, at least for the foreseeable future, cannot worship and gather as we want 
to and have for centuries. I do not believe this assertion for a minute because the existence (or non
-existence) of the Church is totally dependent upon the Holy Spirit: “[The Holy Spirit] calls, gathers, 
enlightens, and makes holy the Christian church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one 
common, true faith.” (Small Catechism, Explanation of the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed) But 
this pandemic is causing deep questions of identity: What does it mean to be Church? Who are 
members/worshipers? If I can’t visit people in person or preside at the altar, am I less of a 
pastor? What is our mission in these times? Etc. And it is in pondering these deep questions 
that I believe the positive comes in. Given that so much of what we have known and taken for 
granted about our identity has been called in to question, we have an opportunity – a rare and, I 
believe, God-given opportunity – to rediscover and reinterpret for our time what it means to be dis-
ciples of this radical and radically loving Jesus, individually and communally. In other words, busi-
ness as usual is not possible and, thank God in some respects, shouldn’t be. If what we are yearn-
ing for is a return to what was, to the predictable and comfortable, that is, in my humble opinion, a 
missed opportunity. Put another way, if the Church or even just the Lutheran Church or even just 
the ELCA or even just our synod or even just your congregation is dying (but see above), how do 
you want to spend your last breath? I might suggest Jesus here as a model for dying in forgiving, 
self-emptying love (Philippians 2) in which we die for the sake of “whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commenda-
ble.” (Philippians 4) 

And if the Church, in any of its manifestations mentioned in the previous paragraph, is being reborn –and it 
is fundamental to our Christian theology that death and rebirth are not mutually exclusive but rather go hand
-in-hand– then what kind of Church do we want to be or, more crucially, what kind of Church does 
God want us to be? 

This is a huge and evolving question. Minimally, however, especially given the diverse context we 
find ourselves here in the Metropolitan New York area, to be the Church means to confront the sin of 
racism and any sin that demeans and denies the equally valid and persistent image of God in any of 
God’s children (saints). It means to reject white supremacy, in others and ourselves, so that no one 
is privileged over another based on what we, in our narrow and self-centered way (sinners) consider 
determinative and consequential, which is idolatry. “What God has made clean you must not call 
profane.” (Acts 10) 

Finally (and I know you thought I’d never get here!), we can take our renewed vision for Church from Paul’s 
first letter to the Corinthians where he compares the Church to (appropriately for these thoughts) a body. He 
writes, “If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.” (1 Corin-
thians 12)  With this vision, we can find our way forward in these challenging times to a stronger sense of 
who we are called to be as pastoral and prophetic, loving and justice-oriented, transformed and 
transformative for the sake of the world God so loves… 
…together. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
Bishop Egensteiner 
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St. Paul’s  
761 King Street at Comly Ave. 
Rye Brook, New York  10573 
(914) 939-8170 
 

Sent with a prayer to: 

 

    We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. 
       We welcome all because God welcomes all. 
We encourage young children to participate and make their presence known. We are many rac-
es and cultures, different sexual orientations, gender identities and families of various configu-
rations and single people. We come from a wide variety of places on earth and individual spir-
itual journeys. We are various stages of life, differing abilities and health, and economic cir-
cumstances. Our unity is in Christ who calls for us to reject division and discrimination.  

This year’s Children’s Service was a series of videos with Bible stories and a sum-
mary of lessons learned, service projects completed and confirmation activities.   


