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The disciples asked, ‘Then 
who can be saved?!!’  But 
Jesus looked at them and 
said, ‘For mortals it is im-
possible, but for God all 
things are possible.’  
 - Matthew 19:25-26 

Conspiracies, Cults and Chaos 

You probably know that, like many of you, I’m a big proponent 
of ecumenism, of cooperation between leaders of different faiths 
and collaboration between diverse congregations and community 
groups.  While I spend a great deal of time in teaching and 
preaching and programming from this affinity of mine, I do 
NOT believe that all beliefs, ideas and practices are good.  I 
think that Christians and Muslims and Hindus and Jews and hu-
manists, etc., all have great gifts to share but I don’t think that 
ANY religion is automatically good.  There are, in fact, certain 
beliefs and practices and faith groups that are quite danger-
ous.  And every faith group, ours no less than any other, have an 
offshoot of perversion that takes the trappings of a tradition and 
twists it to its opposite.   
 

Many of us are old enough to remember where the phrase, 
"Don’t drink the Kool-Aid" originated.  Maybe you remember 
the mass suicide of thirty-nine members of a cult called 
Heaven’s Gate.  It’s not just fringe groups that can lead members 
into murder and suicide.  Christianity will always need to re-
member and atone for the legacy of the Crusades and the Inqui-
sition, of conquest, colonization, slavery and the witch trials that 
whole nations and communities participated in.  
  
The delusional thugs who stormed the Capitol last month in-
voked the name of Christ and celebrated their transgression of 
our government with a prayer.  Such vile extremists are definite-
ly not following Christ’s teachings or our faith practice. 
 
We live in the great Information Age but the underside of this 
leap in human advancement is all the people who spread con-
spiracies, people who say that the mass shooting at a school in 
Newtown, Connecticut was fake news, that the shooting at a 
High School in Parkland, Florida was staged.  Conspiracy 
groups might seem like an amusing sideshow oddity but we  
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Join us for phone call/ vid-
eo conference on Sunday 
at 9:45am 
 

Dial +1646 558 8656,,then enter 
4290709541# 
 

or Join on your computer or 
smart phone web browser 
  https://zoom.us/j/4290709541?
pwd=TXZrYjJIV3JEM2lWbG1yaWtB
NjlDUT09 
 

 Offering options:  

1) Venmo.com or the Venmo 
app on your smart phone   

              @stpauls-ryebrook  
                     (Laura Chen-Schultz)  
                      If it asks for last four: 0804 
 

2) Credit/Debit or Checks 

        In the weekly email and webpage  

        (or QR code on back page)  

 

3) Your bank’s Quickpay with 
Zelle  

      “St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church”  

        at spelch@msn.com  

 
4)  By mailing it or instructing 
your bank to send a check of whatever 
amount and frequency you choose.    

Church during the Pause and Distancing  

 

Chaos Continued from page one 

must all now work to protect the fragile effort to seek 
truth.  Many people are unaware of the destabilizing 
effect of spreading baseless lies and dizzy specula-
tion.  Protecting institutions and collective accumulated 
knowledge requires us to behave responsibly and to see 
the lives and stability that depend on it.  There is no 
institution that deserves blind trust but we cannot have 
a society of any degree of success if we have no institu-
tions endowed with our collec-
tive, earned and informed 
trust.   
 
Our institutions let us down at one 
time or another and we should 
always have guardrails and 
checks.  For one institution to be 
honest and trustworthy requires 
other institutions to also have the 
will and the strength to call others 
to accountability.   
  
All of this begins with the life les-
sons we pass on, the narrative of 
who we are as a nation, as a 
church, as a society of any 
kind.  Are we good?  Are we 
humble?  Where have we 
erred?  Where have we come from 
and where are we going?  It's not 
enough to believe that there is 
right and wrong, good and bad, 
we must be agents of moral dis-
cernment navigating turbulent wa-
ters of truth and lies, complexity 
and contradiction.   
 
The words we share and the ideas we give credence to have 
real-life impact.  A society that treats truth and lies reckless-
ly did not win the Second World War or conduct a dozen 
successful lunar missions.  A society that doesn’t systemati-
cally test theories and methodically validate findings would-
n’t have beat Polio and AIDS.  We need freedom of speech 
and the free exchange of ideas but we can’t allow malicious 
and careless behavior to go unchecked.  Dangerous ideas 
can do massive damage in subtle and concrete ways and 
making information go viral is an easy way to get rich quick 
and become influential and powerful.     
 
    Continued on page four  
 

 

Ash Wednesday  
Services will be on-line. 
Use Sunday link below  

12:15pm and 6pm 
Feb. 17th  

 

A conspiracy that 

the 2020 election 

was stolen has 

become a mass 

hysteria unlike 

anything since 

the McCarthy-

ism of the 

1950s.  While we 

were all shocked 

at the attack on 

the Capitol, too 

many people de-

fend it or deflect 

accountability by 

pointing to other 

social unrest of 

late.   
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    Our Child Care Center 

Since July St. Paul’s Child Care Center has 

made some big adjustments due to covid-19. 

Our classroom sizes were reduced to at least 

half of enrollment. We purchased two big air 

purification units for our center. Every family 

signs a waiver and is COIVD tested before 

their start date. We also purchase art supply 

boxes for each child. We supplied trays in 

every classroom fridge for each child’s lunch 

and snacks. We have a mask policy for pre-k 

3 & pre-k 4 classrooms. All staff and children 

complete a daily survey and temperature 

check before entry. To help limit the amount 

of people who enter the building, parents 

drop off and pick up the children outside.  

The staff wear masks, Aprons, face shields if 

desired and a change of shoes. All staff are 

COVID tested monthly. Our staff cleans all 

surfaces and toys daily. We use a water and 

soap spray bottle and a bleach and water so-

lution secondly.  

To help maintain social distancing we don’t 

mix the classes together.  This has made cov-

ering shifts a bit difficult. However, we have 

learned to adjust to so much since March 

from in-person to remote learning, policy 

changes, evolving state guidelines, wearing 

proper protective equipment and now pre-

paring for vaccinations. The most rewarding 

part of all of this is seeing all the children 

here at St. Paul's smile, laugh, play and 

grow. Those simple things make everything 

worth it.  

   - Medina Telesco 

       Director  

 2020 Year in Review 

 

2020 was a strange year but we had two 
wonderful opportunities to worship in 
person with outdoor services for Creation 
Sunday in October and All Saints in No-
vember.  Each of these had the option for 
a non-contact sharing of Holy Commun-
ion.  We also had one in-person project 
for “God’s Work. Our Hands.” day of ser-
vice with our Car Wash raising money for 
NephCure.  While weather permitted we 
had outdoor knitting and Bible Study.  
These moved online when it became too 
cold and as virus rates skyrocketed.   

We accepted eight new official members 
last year: five adults and two children by 
transfer and one infant by Baptism.   

Helga and Lorna headed up mask making 
and we donated hundreds of masks local-
ly and abroad.  We also are selling masks 
as a fundraiser for our Child Care Center.    

The Child Care Center was closed for 
about three months and reopened gradual-
ly and still has a limit on the number of 
children per classroom.  We pray for our 
children, their families and our wonder-
ful, dedicated staff.   

We saw a big increase in turnout for our 
PCHS Gay Straight Alliance luncheon for 
a second year in a row.  Close to 100 peo-
ple showed up at All Souls and about 25 
of those were High Schoolers.  They 
made pancakes and raised over $1500, 
much more than last year.  Also, a big 
step, there were two students from the 
Blind Brook High School GSA. 

We miss so many people who aren’t on 
zoom with us each Sunday and I miss sit-
ting and doing chapel with our preschool-
ers.   Returning will be sweet comfort.   
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February  
 1    Nick Palastro 

 6    Katie Cruz-Griffith 

 8    Fred Quell 

14   Kristin Quell Garguilo 

14    Bryan Salvatore 

16    Jonathan Mark 

20    Kay Lawless 

27    Tina Franceschini 

27    Will Jaffee 

27    Birte Wistinghausen 

28    Daphne Sullivan 

         March 
3    Hannah Brady 

6    Phabion Wilson 

18  Heather Tietjen 

19  Rev. Sharon Isreal Pike 

21  Emma Severance Sulimma 

22  Jordan Ernst 

26  Max Charleswell 

28  John Santoro 

29  Shannon Marie Beadle 

29  Jillian Dehardt 

29  Daniel Pilke 

30  Liisa Hibbard 

30  Scott Sullivan 

 

         April 
1   Cynthia Quell 

2    Adrienne Perito 

4    Orhan Eski 

7    Heidi Disbennett 

7     Mark Palovchek 

8     Lucas Tobiasen Franceschini 

11   Brett Guinta 

11   Brandon Mark 

11    Barbara Thistle 

14    Charlotte Balsome 

19    Wayne Masna 

20    Isabella Rios 

28    Kathy Franceschini 

30    Connor Salvatore 

Chaos Continued  

 
Slavery was the result of a conspiracy.  A 
conspiracy that people in Africa were inferi-
or mentally, emotionally, 
morally and spiritual-
ly.  When that idea took 
hold a whole continent 
of people was dehuman-
ized and then brutaliza-
tion and enslavement 
and genocide followed 
quickly.  The Nazi’s 
came to power on the an-
cient conspiracies sur-
rounding those who were 
erroneously said to be 
responsible for Jesus’ 
death; Christendom was 
responsible for a con-
spiracy that Jews were 
an evil, subhuman ca-
bal.  The Nazi’s de-
ployed a new rumor that 
Jews were responsible for the German de-
feat in World War I and that idea grew into 
the worst genocide in history and a global, 

Birthdays 

massive loss of life.  Nationalists could not 
accept defeat and they needed a scapegoat, a 
conspiracy theory and a big lie. 

 
There are many venerable, beauti-
ful faith traditions in the 
world.  There are also perennial 
conspiracies about the end of the 
world that use fear and anger to 
propel people to act, to buy, to 
vote, to hand over money, riot, kill 
or even give up their own life.  We 
live in a world rife with cults and 
kooks; times of uncertainty and 
ground shifting change like ours 
create opportunities and give more 
oxygen to desperate attempts to 
cast suspicion and assign 
blame.  While I believe there are 
many, many inspiring religions 
and philosophies in our world, 
there are also cranks and con men 
who create novel and beguiling 
groups for needy and lost peo-
ple.  There are also people who 

hijack the symbols and sacraments of Christiani-
ty and other ancient traditions to dress up their 
deadly ideology and conceal their greedy aims.   
 

 
We must demand that our 
elected officials be un-
flinching in their disavow-
al of the attack on our 
Capitol and relentless in 
rooting out the infection of 
disinformation that caused 
it.  The attack will become 
a cause célèbre among the 
degenerates who seek to 
raise the flag of White Na-
tionalism and Christian 
Nationalism in all its vile 
hatred, a banner for do-
mestic terrorists.   
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Chaos continued 
 
The people who broke down the doors and 
smashed the windows of our Capitol claim 
to be following some unholy notion of 
Christianity.  They also tried to dress them-
selves in patriotism but they are an affront to 
America’s ideals and traditions.  We cannot 
allow ourselves to be fooled by this de-
ranged dress up game.  We cannot be silent 
and allow these lies to be spread without ad-
dressing the obvious falsehoods and silly 
speculations that spread like a virus and kill 
social cohesion and efforts to advance the 
common good.   
 
We must remember the message we re-
ceived and which we in turn pass on, that 
Christ died for us, for our sins and for the 
salvation of the world and not for a hierar-
chy of domination, oppression and exploita-
tion.   
 
Being born in a manger and fleeing from 
King Herod’s psychopathic rage and brutal 
soldiers were God’s way of showing pro-
found solidarity with the least among us.  
Dying on a cross, then as with today’s death 
penalty, was a fate for the poor and dispos-
sessed.   
 
We have been entrusted with a message 
about the grace in which we stand, the hope 
in which we strive and the love in which we 
live.  Ours is a mission of healing and liber-
ation and to stand for the larger concerns of 
truth and justice in our society is a vital ex-
tension of that mission.   
 

We must remember that our Christian 
Church has wielded great power.  We 
have used this power for good and for ill, 
for compassion and for destruction.  We 
cannot take our mission and our message 
lightly.  The image of Christ on the Cross 
must always remind us of who we are to 
care for and what God is willing to sacri-
fice for us.   

Reopening 
We are watching the virus rates closely 

as we look to see and understand when 

it is safe to reopen.   

As with the Child Care Center, we will 

have a gradual reopening beginning 

with worship outdoors and continued 

use of masks and distancing.  If we 

have any in-person service this Easter 

it will be limited to people who have 

made reservations.    

We will continue to offer on-line wor-

ship for the foreseeable future even as 

in-person worship gradually returns.    

Palm Sunday  
March 28th  

 

Easter Sunday 
April 4th 

 

Watch for information  

and instructions.    



 6 

 

St. Paul’s  
761 King Street at Comly Ave. 
Rye Brook, New York  10573 
(914) 939-8170 
 

Sent with a prayer to: 

 

    We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. 
       We welcome all because God welcomes all. 
We encourage young children to participate and make their presence known. We are many rac-
es and cultures, different sexual orientations, gender identities and families of various configu-
rations and single people. We come from a wide variety of places on earth and individual spir-
itual journeys. We are various stages of life, differing abilities and health, and economic cir-
cumstances. Our unity is in Christ who calls for us to reject division and discrimination.  

To make a donation to 
St. Paul’s by Credit/Debit 
card or check point your 
smart phone camera at the 
QR code above  

A Prayer for a Nation in Distress 

Holy Spirit, bring your people into loving community even as 

we are physically separate.  Send us your grace and protec-

tion in a time of domestic terror and global pandemic.  Pro-

tect us from those who seek to do harm to us and our civic 

values of democratic decision making and freedom for all.  

Give us wisdom in a time of conspiracy and the loss of shared 

facts and truths.  Give us patience and compassion, justice 

and love.  Amen.   


