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The disciples asked, ‘Then 
who can be saved?!!’  But 
Jesus looked at them and 
said, ‘For mortals it is im-
possible, but for God all 
things are possible.’  
 - Matthew 19:25-26 

A Lost Year 

A year is a lot to lose and while some losses might seem less im-
portant, they all take a toll and they all need to be named, la-
mented and dealt with through compassion.  Those losses that 
are less official may be the ones that affect us more stubbornly.  

People have asked why we couldn’t have had Ashes distributed 
this year.  Just one of many things we’ve missed.  I know there 
have been churches that have been doing more in-person wor-
ship than we have at St. Paul’s.  Let me say a few things about 
our decision-making.   

First, the pastor does not make these decisions alone.  The Coun-
cil you elected makes these decisions together and we inform 
ourselves with all the resources we can assemble.  As Pastor, I 
am in communication with our Bishop and our national church 
and other churches and other faith leaders.  Most importantly, 
local clergy in Westchester are in contact with each other and 
our local county health department.  We need to be aware of 
what is happening in our surrounding community as we know 
different states and localities have handled this differently and 
have seen different rates of infection.  Our Bishop recommended 
that we not have Christmas services and that we not distribute 
ashes.  (The Bishop does not make these decisions for us and 
recommends that we always give greatest weight to local health 
officials.)    

Second, our own building needs to be evaluated for our own spe-
cific ability to handle the risks.  People have said, “It’s a big 
space; we can keep our distance.”  This is true but just because 
we have the ability to keep our distance doesn't mean people 
will.  Our plans must be realistic and more than just following 
what other churches may be doing.  Also, our sanctuary does not 
have windows that open or ducts that can filter the air.  This has 
been increasingly critical in all public buildings.  Our Child Care 
Center spent more than $3,000 on air purifiers.   

      Continued on page two   

Holy Week 2021 

 

Child Care Center    
Medina Telesco, Director 

M-F 7:30am –5:30pm 
 Children 6 weeks to 5 years 

childcaredir@stpaulsryebrook.com  

(914) 939-3079        
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Join us for phone call/ vid-
eo conference on Sunday 
at 9:45am 
 

Dial +1646 558 8656,,then enter 
4290709541# 
 

or Join on your computer or 
smart phone web browser 
  https://zoom.us/j/4290709541?
pwd=TXZrYjJIV3JEM2lWbG1yaWtB
NjlDUT09 
 

 Offering options:  

1) Venmo.com or the Venmo app 

on your smart phone   

              @stpauls-ryebrook  
                     (Laura Chen-Schultz)  
                      If it asks for last four: 0804 
 

2) Credit/Debit or Checks 
        In the weekly email and webpage  

        (or QR code on back page)  
 

3) Your bank’s Quickpay with 
Zelle  

      “St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church”  

        at spelch@msn.com  

4)  By mailing it or instructing 
your bank to send a check of whatever 
amount and frequency you choose.    
 

Church during the Pause and Distancing  

 

A Lost Year  

continued 

 

While virus protocols are different in different places, I 

do not really consider this a matter of opinion, it is a 

matter of science and I listen to science and medical 

experts.  Broadway theaters are not open, other activi-

ties have not resumed, we are not through this pandem-

ic yet.   
 

Even as we resume in person worship, worship on 

zoom will continue.   

We are keenly aware that many 

people have never participated in 

our zoom worship and we keep 

these people in our thoughts and 

prayers.  We want to make their 

return to worship our priority so 

long as we can do it safely.   

As members are becoming vaccinated, that will give us 

more options.  Being vaccinated does not mean you can 

do away with masks and distancing but it does mean 

we can do more.   

If you ever wish to enter the church for time to pray 

and reflect we would be happy to do that by appoint-

ment.   

As we take steps to returning to in person worship we 

will do this in phases.  The first steps will not include 

singing and will not have handshaking or other forms 

of contact.  With this first step we will see how our plan 

is working and evaluate changes and next steps.   

In order for us to worship together, we 
need to be in agreement about how we 
can keep everyone safe.  This cannot 
be everyone doing their own thing.  
Keeping each other safe is a very real 
mark of a congregation, a visible and 
vibrant faith community.  “See how 
they love each other.” 

 

Starting April 11 we will return to 

having flowers on the Altar. 

Send checks  
made payable to “Altar Guild” 

Suggested donation is $30, any dona-
tion is greatly appreciated.  (Cost of 

flowers is $48 per week)  
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May 
 Sarah Eileen Harrold 
 Pam Jaffee 
 Kate Tobiasen 
 Chrissie Onofrio 
 Nicole Balsome 
 Lowell Johnson 
 Annelise Ernst 
 Thabo Boateng 
 Judy Hinsch 
 Tony Wynne 
 Ken Schlosser 
 Floann Rolleri 
 Eric Brady 
 Carole DeNigris 
 Callie Schultz 
 Jack Wynne 
 Rev. Hy Mordey Imhof  
 Lisa Brady 
 Michael Gozdieski 
 Adriana Paulucci 
 Christina Mutz-Carello 
 Hans-Jakob Wilhelm  

         June 
 Henry Powers 
 Helen Beljean 
 Michael Miller 
 Ron Schultz 
 Daisy Luna Johnson  
 Aurora Joy Garguilo 
 Genice Mark  
 Ryann Onofrio-Franceschini 
 Jamie Onofrio-Franceschini 
 Anke Sulimma 
 Nancy Jenkins 
 Laura Chen-Schultz 
 Toni Marie Birittieri 
 Kate Jaffee 
 Linda Kausas 
 Casey Schultz 
 Russell Fulmore 
 Elaine Makowski 

         July 
 Lauren Disbennett 
 Wendy Thorenzl  
 Heather Paul 
 Ben Gawle 
 Eileen Parker 
 Patty Gawle 
 Nicole Schlosser 
 Andrew Palovchek 
 Lindsey Jenkins 
 Darcey Roche 
 Theo Makowski 
 Suzanne Newcomb 
 Charles Severance-Sulimma 
 Donna Smith 
 John Tormondsen Jr 
  

Birthdays 

 
Safety is first 

 

As we gradually return to worship, please consid-
er the safety of others.  Follow health department 
regulations each day.   

Worship will not involve singing or corporate 
prayers and no handshaking.  Hand sanitizer will 
be available.  Please do not congregate in the 
parking lot.  When you show up to church we will 
need to ask if you have been traveling, if you have 
been in contact with anyone who has contracted 
the virus and if you have had any symptoms.   We 
cannot expect people to return if they are not con-
fident in our plan to keep them safe and we cannot 
keep our worshippers safe if we don’t have coop-
eration from everyone.    

Please consider the safety of others as a matter of 
faithfulness, of devotion to Christ and our desire 
to follow God’s command to love one another and 
to do nothing to harm or endanger anyone, at 
church or anywhere else.   

Our Council 

President -  Chip Gawle 

VP -   Cecilia Kelapile 

Scretary -  Claudia Conway 

Treasurer -  Laura Chen-Schultz 

Financial Secretary - Barbara Thistle 

  Karine Larsen 

  Rev. Dr. Martha Cruz 

  Pam Jaffee 

  Laurie Palastro 

 Pastor Jim O’Hanlon 
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St. Paul’s  
761 King Street at Comly Ave. 
Rye Brook, New York  10573 
(914) 939-8170 
 

Sent with a prayer to: 

 

    We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. 
       We welcome all because God welcomes all. 
We encourage young children to participate and make their presence known. We are many rac-
es and cultures, different sexual orientations, gender identities and families of various configu-
rations and single people. We come from a wide variety of places on earth and individual spir-
itual journeys. We are various stages of life, differing abilities and health, and economic cir-
cumstances. Our unity is in Christ who calls for us to reject division and discrimination.  

To make a donation to 
St. Paul’s by Credit/Debit 
card or check point your 
smart phone camera at the 
QR code above  

Holy Week 

Palms will be available on Saturday March 27th.  Palms will be blessed on 

both Saturday and Sunday at noon with an outdoor prayer.  

Palm Sunday 3/28 9:45am zoom service, Palms blessed outside at noon.            

Good Friday  4/2    Noon and 7pm. Limited seating at noon with zoom 

option, zoom only at 7pm.   

  

Easter - Everyone will be screened: asked about any symptoms or contact 

with anyone who has symptoms or anyone who tested positive for the 

virus.  We will have limited seating at 9:45am followed by an outdoor gospel 

reading and prayer at 10:30am for all (who have also been screened.)  

  Easter Sunday  April 4th   9:45am limited seating (Zoom), 10:30am outside. 


