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         Pastor Jim O’Hanlon   
 johanlon.stpauls@gmail.com    917 803-3974  
          Chip Gawle, Council President 
              Barbara Thistle, Deacon , Administrator   
              Philip Jenks, Deacon 

     Donna Smith, Secretary  914 939-8170   
    

The disciples asked, ‘Then 
who can be saved?!!’  But 
Jesus looked at them and 
said, ‘For mortals it is im-
possible, but for God all 
things are possible.’  
 - Matthew 19:25-26 

Spring 2021 

 

Child Care Center    
Medina Telesco, Director 

M-F 7:30am –5:30pm 
 Children 6 weeks to 5 years 

childcaredir@stpaulsryebrook.com  

(914) 939-3079        

Breathing Easier  
While we are all very eager to return to normal it’s clear that we 
will not be the same society we once were and our lives will contin-
ue to be shaped by what we have undergone these last fourteen 
months.   

Church will return to our sanctuary.  We now allow anyone 
who has not been participating on Zoom.  Just wear your 
mask and keep your distance etc.   

We will continue to use zoom and a prerecorded video every week.  
(All the worship we’ve had for the last year is available on 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/JimOHanlon/featured) 

This month we are starting in-person worship for most Sundays for 
people who can’t or haven't accessed zoom.  We also want to ac-
commodate people who will only attend outdoor worship.  This 
makes for a complicated schedule and we just have to do our best 
to communicate the schedule.  Believe me if it could be simpler no 
one would be happier than me.   

If you have not been vaccinated I hope you will do so soon.   

If you are vaccinated you can now breathe easier.  While those 
of us who are vaccinated feel safer we need to think about the 
safety of others.  That is what Christians do.  Coming to 
church, I wear my mask for you and ask you to wear your mask 
for others who need it for their safety.   

We also need to make our worship space safer.  We learned that the 
exhaust fan in our sanctuary attic was once connected to ducts; we 
can reconnect them again.  This will give us increased air-flow.  We 
are also getting estimates on replacing one or two or three of our 
windows so that we can open them.  We are also getting estimates 
for cooling the sanctuary, not the whole space but some air-
conditioning for the new open space we have created with the rear 
pews removed.   

Let’s breathe easier but also stay safe for our sake and for others.   

     Peace, PJ  
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Join us for phone call/ vid-
eo conference on Sunday 
at 9:45am 
 

Dial +1646 558 8656,,then enter 
4290709541# 
 

or Join on your computer or 
smart phone web browser 
  https://zoom.us/j/4290709541?
pwd=TXZrYjJIV3JEM2lWbG1yaWtB
NjlDUT09 
 

 Offering options:  

1) Venmo.com or the Venmo app 

on your smart phone   

              @stpauls-ryebrook  
                     (Laura Chen-Schultz)  
                      If it asks for last four: 0804 
 

2) Credit/Debit or Checks 
        In the weekly email and webpage  

        (or QR code on back page)  
 

3) Your bank’s Quickpay with 
Zelle  

      “St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church”  

        at spelch@msn.com  

4)  By mailing it or instructing 
your bank to send a check of whatever 
amount and frequency you choose.    
 

 

 

Altar Flowers 
Send checks  

made payable to “Altar Guild” 
Suggested donation is $30, any 

donation is greatly appreciated.  (Cost 
of flowers is $48 per week)  

 

Congregational Meeting 

May 23rdAfter worship on zoom 

-Voting to Call Philip as a 
Synodical Deacon.   

-Discussion on worship, edu-
cation, outreach.  

-Considering adopting the 
Welcome Statement ap-
proved by the Council in 
2017.   

Register for 

Zoom 



 3 

 

Our Council 

President -  Chip Gawle 

VP -   Cecilia Kelapile 

Scretary -  Claudia Conway 

Treasurer -  Laura Chen-Schultz 

Financial Secretary - Barbara Thistle 

  Karine Larsen 

  Rev. Dr. Martha Cruz 

  Pam Jaffee 

  Laurie Palastro 

  Pastor Jim O’Hanlon 

 
Safety is first 

As we gradually return to worship, please 
consider the safety of others.  Please follow 
local health department regulations every 
day.   

Worship will not involve singing or corpo-
rate prayers and no handshaking.  Hand 
sanitizer will be available.  Please do not 
congregate in the parking lot.  When you 
show up to church we will need to ask if 
you have been traveling, if you have been in 
contact with anyone who has contracted the 
virus and if you have had any symptoms.   
We cannot expect people to return if they 
are not confident in our plan to keep them 
safe and we cannot keep our worshippers 
safe if we don’t have cooperation from eve-
ryone.    

Please consider the safety of others as a 
matter of faithfulness, of devotion to Christ 
and our desire to follow God’s command to 
love one another and to do nothing to harm 
or endanger anyone, at church or anywhere 
else.   

Blood Drive 
May 26th 12-5pm 

Here at St. Paul’s 

Register online  

 

Car Wash 
to benefit  

Homeless LGBTQIA youth. 

June 6th 1- 3pm at St. Paul’s 
Donate by  

Venmo, Vanco or check  

with note: “PCHS GSA”  

Child Care Center  
 
There have been so many changes since our 
last update in February. The child care center’s 
enrollment is almost at capacity. We are wel-
coming new students monthly. We are still main-
taining daily health checks and daily surveys. 
We are now completing our daily health survey 
through a smart phone app.  We have been us-
ing this app to communicate with parents and 
give daily updates. All staff and preschool class-
rooms are continuing to wear masks. We are 
very happy to announce that at least half of our 
staff have received their covid vaccination. The 
staff who haven't  been vaccinated are tested 
monthly. We almost have a full staff now which 
has made coverage a lot easier. We are happy 
to have our team. 
 
With the warmer weather approaching we have 
been spending more time outside and doing 
more outside activities. The children are so ex-
cited to go outside and play and collect items on 
nature walks. The infant class goes outside for a 
stroll around the parking lot or playtime in the 
grassy area. Morning and afternoon snack time 
outside is becoming more favorable. In the next 
couple of weeks the preschool classrooms will 
have a project with caterpillars. The children are 
looking forward to watching them grow and 
transform into butterflies. I am so glad that we 
are able to provide a safe and fun learning envi-
ronment throughout this pandemic. 
 
Medina Telesco 
Director 
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St. Paul’s  
761 King Street at Comly Ave. 
Rye Brook, New York  10573 
(914) 939-8170 
 

Sent with a prayer to: 

 

First item at congregational meeting: approval of Welcome statement:  
    We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. 
       We welcome all because God welcomes all. 
We encourage young children to participate and make their presence known. We are many rac-
es and cultures, different sexual orientations, gender identities and families of various configu-
rations and single people. We come from a wide variety of places on earth and individual spir-
itual journeys. We are various stages of life, differing abilities and health, and economic cir-
cumstances. Our unity is in Christ who calls for us to reject division and discrimination.  

To make a donation to 
St. Paul’s by Credit/Debit 
card or check point your 
smart phone camera at the 
QR code above  

 
Dear St. Paul's Congregation Members:   
 I hope this finds you well, vaccinated, and looking forward to all of 
the human contact with family, friends and fellow congregants that we have 
so sorely missed.  It is nice to see us gradually returning to a state of normalcy 
in terms of in-person worship. There is much going on with our CCC, our com-
munity outreach and education. In keeping with our constitution, we  have a 
Spring Congregational meeting. 

May 23- Congregational Meeting (Read more on page 3) - On 
Zoom after service at 10:30 (and mail-in votes by request.)    
I am looking forward to either seeing you or hearing from you on the 23rd! 
 Sincerely,   
Chip Gawle -Council President 
Council President  


