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(914) 939-3079        

The disciples asked, ‘Then 
who can be saved?!!’  But 
Jesus looked at them and 
said, ‘For mortals it is im-
possible, but for God all 
things are possible.’  
 - Matthew 19:25-26 

What a Long Strange Trip It’s Been... and Will Be 
       - Pastor Jim 

 

I’ve never worked so hard and felt less effective at my work than I 
have these past six months.  I’ve had so much time taken up with 
learning things like video conferencing and video editing.  We’ve 
tried a bunch of different formats for worship and there’s been a lot 
of trial and error.  Like most of you it’s been topsy-turvy, scary and 
dizzying. As I think about how hard this has been for me and my 
family I also remember that some of us have lost people to this vi-
rus.  Many of us have had to deal with the added challenges of 
teaching or nursing or working in essential services like deliv-
ery.  Some of us have had the added concern of compromised 
health.  So many of us have been longing for some activity while 
others have been working themselves to exhaustion. 
  

A couple of reflections.  It’s been really hard to be out of regular 
contact with some congregants due to online worship.  I have been 
so proud of many members who have made great strides to get up to 
speed on the technology and to stay connected.  We have a member 
who had no interest in email or any other computer applications 
until this pause.  Now, with the help of their children, they have 
gotten right into Zooming every week and participating and leading 
in worship.   
 

I had hoped multiple congregations and organizations would use this 
technology, since we are all now employing it separately, to connect 
different congregations and groups, to do joint worship and joint 
educational programs, but that hasn’t happened much.  There has 
been less cooperation than I had hoped.  There could have been 
more opportunities like in May when we had visitors from a pro-
gram called 'Sacred Spaces,' (an event series sponsored by the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee) join us via Zoom for our worship.  They ob-
served and asked questions and we all enjoyed the opportunity.  Last 
year we had a group from KTI visit us which was also a very posi-
tive experience for everyone.  These opportunities help us to see 
ourselves from a new, larger perspective and to think about how we 
can connect to our diverse community.  
 
The thing that we need most right now is each other.  I certainly 
need you. Continued 
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Strange Trip  Continued  

   We have seen how we can do things with the protective measures we have.  So 
much of this pandemic is about prevention.  It's deceptively easy.  Even before this 
crisis, leading causes of death have been preventable: smoking, illegal drugs, gun 
violence, alcoholism, untreated mental illness and unacknowledged racial ani-
mus.  These all test our resolve and beg for unity and cooperation.    
  
With the arrival of October, we knew the political season would heat up and it has 
proven to be very concerning.  The addition of the pandemic could have brought 
us together but instead it has worsened our divisions by becoming another political 
football.  
 

We can do things together with the protective measures we 
have; we’ve done outdoor Knitting Group and Bible Study, 
a car wash for NephCure and outdoor worship.  We’ve heard 
that if everyone would just work together we could be in much better shape.  As a 
nation our lack of willingness to work together has been our biggest problem.  
  

Our church is a place where people of different racial and economic 
backgrounds, different ages and political stances come together in a way 
most of society does not.  Our congregation reaches out to our neighbor-
ing houses of worship and other community organizations to have fel-
lowship and to work on problems our community faces.   
  

This month we had our first celebration of Communion 
since March.  Like most of our redesigned virus worship, it was different and 
perhaps weird and awkward.  I was thinking though, does that make it less sacred, 
less like worship, less of a service if it’s awkward?  If we are not in a beautiful 
space set apart and adorned for worship, if we do not have our sacred music and 
sweet choir, if we are not calm, confident and composed, is it less like worship?  
 

Maybe worship is supposed to be awkward. If we see ourselves calling to our 
creator, the Lord of the universe, shouldn’t we feel a little awkward?  Or unwor-
thy?  Or, at the least, we shouldn’t feel that awkward or unconventional worship 
is any less sacred or any less precious to God; that is, if it’s awkward due to con-
ditions beyond our control, due to our human limitations.   
 
We had our non-contact Communion by walk-through.  It felt good to share 
Communion again but it also felt so different.  After six months many of us still 
find this new reality stressful.  Most of us recognize some good aspects, no more 
hour– long commutes, less running around, but the trade off is costly.   

 
                        Continued  
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Strange Trip Continued 
 

While we hope for a reduction in cases in our country, that's not what we see 
happening.  While we hope for a vaccination, that's not coming soon.  We 
can't change the situation as quickly as we want but we can help each oth-
er through it.  
 

In Philippians chapter four Paul says, "I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me."  This might sound like someone who is invincible but to read the whole 
letter is to read about a man who fears he is facing execution, who is evaluating his life and 
the work he may soon be leaving undone.  What does Paul mean by "all things"?  Does he 
mean "anything"?  Anything your heart desires?  Or does he mean all the challenges that be-
fall him?  The sentence leading up to this famous quote has Paul saying that he has known 
what it is to have plenty and what it is to be in need.  That's the "all things" he speaks of.  It's 
important to realize he is writing this from prison and he says that even there, or perhaps es-
pecially there, he will "proclaim Christ out of love, knowing that I have been put here for the 
defense of the gospel."  Would "I can do all things" include a jailbreak?  Or does it mean 
holding on to your faith and seeing your purpose even while behind bars.  Indeed, the book 
of Acts tells a story of Paul reassuring his jailer that he has not used an opportunity of his jail 
door being opened by an earthquake to leave his cell.  His time in prison sharpens his focus 
on what is important and strengthens his resilience: It is all a part of the life of faith: "And 
this is God’s doing." He writes to his church, "For God has graciously granted you the privi-
lege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well."    
 
By "all things" does Paul mean whatever one may dream of accomplishing or does he mean 
all the things that one must expect in life?  Like when Paul says 'God can bring all things to-
gether for good."  "I can do all things" means Paul continues his work whatever hardship 
comes his way.  He can withstand all that befalls him and know it has a purpose.  "It has be-
come known," Paul writes, "that my imprisonment is for Christ; and most of the sisters and 
brothers, having been made confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, dare to speak the 
word with greater boldness and without fear."   
 
Adversity strengthens Paul but not without assistance.  While socially distanced in jail, Paul 
still benefits from the unity of his church apart from him: "Whether I come and see you or 
am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving 
side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel." 
 
Please send your prayer requests, prayer celebrations and regular updates about how you are 
doing.  Let's stay connected and stay safe.  We must always build up the church, that is, build 
up our bonds and acts of affection.  This prison letter is also where Paul says, "Rejoice in the 
Lord always, again I say rejoice." But remember Paul's secret weapon during his confine-

ment, "Whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will 
know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one 
mind for the faith of the gospel." 

 

       In Christ’s Peace, Pastor Jim    
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Congregational Meetings  

Dear St. Paul's Congregation Members: 
 
This has been an unprecedented year for all of us in so many ways. For St. Paul’s, and 
every other church, the immense challenges posed by this horrible pandemic have caused 
us to rethink and recreate how we operate. 
 
We had to temporarily close the Child Care Center and develop a plan to possibly fur-
lough staff. But then, thanks to Barbara Thistle, a second Paycheck Protection Plan re-
quest was accepted. This was only one story for our Child Care Center. In the middle of 
all that, we removed and replaced the Director (thanks to Judy Hinsch, Laura, Pastor, and 
Philip). 
 
Throughout these challenges, the CCC Advisory Committee and the Church Council have 
worked very hard to make prayerful and proper decisions. 
 
Our weekly worship has been nothing short of inspirational thanks to Pastor Jim, Martha, 
and Philip, and many special guests including Bishop Eaton. However, for those of us that 
do not use Zoom or Internet technology, ‘regular’ church has been more of a memory, de-
spite the fine efforts to have knitting, Bible study, and the blessing of the animals out-
doors. You will hear more specifics in the next few weeks as we unfold a plan to have 
Temple Talks that lead us to an annual Budget presentation and finally, a Congregational 
Meeting. 
 
We will have the transcripts of the Temple Talks and the Budget and Stewardship presen-
tations mailed to those who are not attending virtually by November 22nd. The plan to 
provide specifics will be rolled out as follows: 
 
November 15 - Stewardship Presentation, Budget Presentation, and putting Philip 
Jenks forward for Deaconship - Zoom after service at 10:30 
 We will send mail-in ballots on the budget for those who do not attend the Zoom 
 
November 29 - Pledge Cards or Pledge Google Forms due 
December 6 - Congregational Meeting to approve the budget, elect council members and 
 vote on Philip Jenks’ Deaconship - Zoom after service at 10:30 and mail-in votes 
 
I am looking forward to either seeing you or hearing from you during these important 
events!  In order to respond to the challenges we face, it is critical that we come together 
in the spirit of unity and faith for the future of our church as we defeat this virus! 
 
       Sincerely, 
       Chip Gawle 
       Council President 
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From the Child Care Center  

Advisory Committee  
 

As most of you know, Medina Telesco has been serving 

as interim director since April 2020.  She is now, we are 

happy to announce, our permanent director.  St. Paul's 

Church Council unanimously accepted the enthusiastic 

recommendation of the Center’s Advisory Committee. 

 

Medina has been a head teacher, she is also the mother 

of two daughters who are former students. Medina took 

on the role of interim director in April during a challeng-

ing transition period complicated by the COVID-19 pan-

demic.  She piloted the center through these storms with 

great skill and all on an even keel.   

 

The Center’s advisory committee has been very im-

pressed with how Medina held the Center together dur-

ing the shutdown and careful reopening. She kept in 

close contact with parents, students and teachers, work-

ing together with staff to organize Zoom teaching ses-

sions and joining with teachers in conducting safely-

distanced visits to children.   

 

When on-site classes resumed, Medina oversaw the up-

graded cleaning routine and instituted daily procedures 

for check-in.  She worked tirelessly to learn about the 

new regulations and to stay on top of developments.  She 

directed a review of classroom planning for maximum 

safety.  Medina also worked closely with outside con-

tractors and church members with profession-

al experience to identify new air purification units for 

the Center. 

  

Medina has proven herself to be an excellent manager, 

especially in challenging times.  Even more important, 

it’s clear she has a love for all the children and works 

hard to keep them safe and happy as they learn. Her 

greatest skills are seen in creating a team spirit among 

our staff and working with the families of our center.  

We are delighted she has accepted this position. 
 

 

Mission focus: Our Child Care Center 

Two new air purifiers  

arrived last month.   
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All Saint’s Sunday 

Our Next outdoor worship will be No-

vember 1st, All Saint’s Sunday.  Please 

send names of people you want us to re-

member to the office: 

spelch@msn.com 

We will have our usual Zoom worship at 

9:45 followed by outdoor worship on the 

church steps at 11:30.  

 

Christmas 

As of now, Christmas Eve plans are con-

sidering two options.  Option one is for a 

30 minute indoor worship limited to 50 

people who will be required to wear 

masks and keep six feet distance at all 

times.  We would need to have our 

screening as we did this month.   

The more likely option is a short gather-

ing on the church steps.  We will gather 

in silence to hear Silent Night and other 

favorite Christmas songs.  We will gather 

by candlelight.   

God’s Work. Our Hands. 

Creation Sunday  

A Prayer for an Election Season  

Let us pray.  Loving God, we give thanks for a demo-

cratic society that seeks consent and consensus and pro-

tects the individual and minority populations. Bless our 

nation as we have the opportunity to vote for president 

and legislators. Send your healing for the inevitable 

disagreements.  Comfort those who are disappointed 

with the results, make those who prevail humble. Give 

us all patience and perseverance, compassion for others 

and faith in your care for us. May we all see the needs 

of the least among us as the highest mission, providing 

for their needs and enabling fair opportunities. Bless us 

with attentiveness and compassion. Help us to be inter-

ested and involved citizens every day, seeking the wis-

dom of Scripture, availing ourselves of communities of 

prayer and supporting siblings who work in solidarity. 

May we each see the gifts you have given us and the 

work we are to do as your messengers of hope and 

agents of healing. Amen.  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/vote?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXxCaQC7cz3ryNN2MKCrUmDY_bT7L4B5K2MMeiydAeIKw9gsVKWjvHIVHR78s1p6hWs_eGNgiX33iIouqErhWRKpSn7hicnp_PC7rIwjfqVagxmwKh-u88n8m6fJleHEFo&__tn__=*NK-R
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This is Church 

Much thanks to Philip for his original artwork for our 

worship bulletin.  Especially good was his series for the Lord’s 

Prayer: Holiness (hallowed be thy name), Social Justice (OUR daily 

bread) and Forgiveness (forgive as we forgive others.)  Thanks to Don 

for help with yard work.  Thanks to Liam for tech help.  Thanks to 

Heather and Helga and friends for all the blankets and facemasks.  

Thanks Linda for help in the office.  Thanks Laura for proofreading 

(any mistakes are therefore hers). Thanks to our in-person worship 

team and our hard working council.  Thanks to Donna Smith for work-

ing hard and always being friendly, helpful and welcoming.   

Breonna Taylor and John Lewis  
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Our Council:  
Chip Gawle, President 
Cecilia Kelapile, Vice President  
Claudia McQueeney, Secretary 
Laura Chen-Schultz 
Barbara Thistle 
Karine Larsen 
Rob Trenck 
Pam Jaffee 
Rev. Dr. Martha Cruz 
Pastor Jim O’Hanlon  

Please join us immediately 
after Zoom service on  
December 6

th
 for our  

Congregational Meeting. 

Photo left: Philip Jenks complet-

ed two years of course work with 

Diakonia and is now finishing his 

internship for becoming a Dea-

con in our Synod.  He has been 

helping with preaching and mak-

ing art for bulletins, making pas-

toral visits, serving on the Child 

Care Advisory Committee and 

helping with adult education.   

December 
2   Kim Salvatore 
3   John Tormondsen 
5   Alison Messener 
6   Scott Guinta 
8   Peter Kausas 
9   Richard Ciminelli 
17  Missy Trenck 
21  Brian Ernst 
22  Gary Sullivan 
27  Kaitlyn Armstrong 

January 
4   Bill Fakundiny 
7   Jack Richardson 
9   Lynn Patrizio 
12  Margrit Fakundiny 
13  Sarah Gawle 
15  Bob Larsen 
16  Chris Mark 
16  Victoria Cruz-Griffith 
26  Sydney Sullivan 
27  Michael Garguilo 
 

Birthdays 

Above:  
Laurie and Dave Palastro at the Bless-
ing of the Animals.  Laurie has begun  
taking classes with Diakonia.   

God’s Work.  Our Hands.   

Thanks to all who 
helped with our  

Car Wash  
for NephCure 
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Church in a time of pandemic 

Join us for phone call/ 
video conference on 
Sunday at 9:45am 
 

Dial +1646 558 
8656,then enter 
4290709541# 
or Join on your computer or smart 
phone web browser 

     https://zoom.us/

 

Prayers for  
the families who have 

lost loved ones:   
 

Virginia Case 
Joe Supp 

Josephine Marsella 
Elizabeth DeLisi  

Paula Blanco 
Barbara Korntheuer 

Offering information options: 

1) By mail   2) Instruct your bank 
to send a check of whatever 
amount and frequency you 
choose.   
 
3) Quickpay with Zelle -  
 St. Paul's Evangelical  
 Lutheran Church at  
 spelch@msn.com 
 
4) Venmo app - stpauls-ryebrook  
 (Laura Chen-Schultz) 
 

Outdoor worship— 

October 4th 

Creation Sunday  

https://zoom.us/j/4290709541
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St. Paul’s  
761 King Street at Comly Ave. 
Rye Brook, New York  10573 
(914) 939-8170 
 

Sent with a prayer to: 

 

  We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. 

     We welcome all because God welcomes all. 

We encourage young children to participate and make their presence known. We are many rac-
es and cultures, different sexual orientations, gender identities and families of various configu-
rations and single people. We come from a wide variety of places on earth and individual spir-
itual journeys. We are various stages of life, differing abilities and health, and economic cir-
cumstances. Our unity is in Christ who calls for us to reject division and discrimination.  

We pray for the people in states that are 
experiencing an increase in COVID cases.  
 
The updated travel advisory list as of October 13, 2020 
Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Minneso-
ta, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, Nevada, 
North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, Rhode Is-
land, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, 
West Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming. 

Stay informed, check for updates:  https://health.ny.gov/  

Anyone who comes to New York from any of 
these states must stay in quarantine 14 days.   

Thanks to all who helped with our 

NephCure fundraiser.   

https://health.ny.gov/

