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     Donna Smith, Secretary  (914) 939-8170  

The disciples asked, ‘Then 
who can be saved?!!’  But 
Jesus looked at them and 
said, ‘For mortals it is im-
possible, but for God all 
things are possible.’  
 - Matthew 19:25-26 

Child Care Center    
Medina Telesco, Director 

M-F 7:30am –5:30pm 
 Children 6 weeks to 5 years 

childcaredir@stpaulsryebrook.com  

(914) 939-3079        

Spring 2023 

Too Much Lent  

Too much Lent is not good for you.  How much is too much?  How 
much is too little?   

Lent should have some elements of an effort to get to know God.  
This will not be the same for everyone.  If you have a plan for Lent 
you may still end up changing it if it’s not meeting your needs.   

I think for some people Lent has memories of finding ways to be mis-
erable, punishing ourselves before a judgmental God.  Certainly peo-
ple can and have gone too far in that direction, for themselves or im-
posing a rigor on others regardless of what they do themselves.  To 
have an ethical code and a system of accountability is important, it is 
necessary for social order and progress.  Too often, too easily it can 
be corrupted to the advantage of one person or one group.  The best 
idea would be for a Lenten discipline that is kind to you, your body 
and your mind.  But what would be too much Lent for one person 
might be too little for another.    

Back in 2020 some clergy were saying that, due to COVID, it was the 
“lentiest” Lent they had ever “lented.”  COVID was a difficult time 
for all of us, giving up certain things like gatherings with friends and 
family, interacting causally in public with strangers, traveling and so-
cializing.  For some people COVID restrictions were over and done 
altogether never to be considered again.  For most of us the COVID 
protocols have evolved, sometimes easing and then tightening again.  
Some restrictions have been forgotten while others have remained.   

This Lent can be a time to step back and ask what pre-pandemic prac-
tices we had given up and forgotten which we might want to return to 
now.  Lent should not just be miserable deprivation and certainly with 
so much uncertainty and hardship that may be the last thing we need.  
Lent should flow into Easter in a way that works for us in getting 
closer to God.  God does not want us to punish ourselves in order to 
appreciate God’s love.  Lent should not be the opposite of Easter but 
a preparation, an exploration of God’s love that unfolds into an 
awareness of the miracle of God’s power over sin and death and any-
thing else that would get in the way of our growing closer to God.    

      Pastor Jim     
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Offering options:  
 
1)   Venmo.com or the Venmo app on your  
          smart phone:   
    @stpauls-ryebrook  (Laura Chen-Schultz) 
                          If it asks for last four: 0804 
 

2)  Credit/Debit or Checks 
        In the weekly email and webpage  
        (or QR code above)  
 
3)  Your bank’s Quickpay with Zelle  
      “St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran 
Church”  at spelch@msn.com  
 
4)   By mailing it or instructing your bank to  
 send a check of whatever amount  
            and frequency you choose.    

Thanks for all your  
generous donations! 

You can use 

your smart 

phone to 

scan this QR 

code and 

make a do-

nation by 

credit card 

(below).   

2nd/ 4th  

Journey Through the Old Testament  

continues on Thursdays once a month.   

  

Another wonderful study offered by Laurie Palastro, our 
Deacon intern. 
 
Come along for a journey through the Old Testament.  Be-
come familiar with the overall timeline of the many stories 
and characters in the earliest Bible stories.  Meet some 
new Old Testament characters and hear some stories you 
may not be familiar with yet.  We will meet once a month 
in person at St. Paul's.  We can set up a zoom if anyone 
cannot make it in person but would like to join us.  This 
first meeting will start with an overview of the OT time-
line and then we will dig a bit deeper in the Creation sto-
ries, Adam & Eve and their sons, Noah and the Flood, and 
the Tower of Babel.   

 
Each month will be a stand-alone lesson so feel free to join 
in at any point.  7pm on Thursday March 16th, April 20th, 
and May 18th. In person or zoom.   

 

Activities 
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Congregational Meeting 

This meeting is about Mission and 

Ministry, Sunday May 7th, 11am  

What to Drop-off:  

Used Clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, linens, pillowcases, 

blankets, curtains, and stuffed animals. 

 
What Not to Drop-off:  
Food, Furniture, electronics, household items, books, toys, gar-
bage, pillows, rags, and fabric scraps. 

Clothing Shed.                                        

Church Council  
Laurie Palastro, President 
Russell Fulmore, VP 
Evan Jeske, VP  
Claudia McQueeney, Secretary  
Chip Gawle 
Pam Jaffee 
Cecilia Kelapile 
Pastor Jim O’Hanlon 
Don Weber 
Kate Tobiasen, Assistant Treasurer 
and  
Laura Chen-Schultz, Treasurer  
Barbara Thistle, Financial Secretary  

Photo Directory 

Our photo directory is six 

years old and needs an up-

date!  Please send photos to 

the church office.  Photos 

should be well-lit without 

sunglasses or hats.  Photos 

should include the whole 

family.   

A Night Out 
benefiting St. Paul’s Child Care Center 

 

Friday March 24th 7:00pm 

 

Dinner, Auction, Dancing & Karaoke 

Coveleigh Club, Rye  

$85 per person - RSVP by March 10th.   
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From Medina Telesco, Director 

I just celebrated my 10 year working anniver-
sary here at St. Paul’s. We also celebrated Ms. 
Marissa S. and Ms. Rhonda’s 5 year anniver-
sary and Ms. Joyce celebrating 15 years, Ms. 
Carol celebrating 10 years and Ms. Kristin cel-
ebrating 20 years. 

Our center and church contributed to the toy 
drive in December. We celebrated Dr. Seuss 
week in March.  We have our Auction dinner 
fundraiser coming up on March 24th. All the 
money we raise will help the center purchase 
new items we need.  

Our center has been having a lot of fun learn-
ing through play. It’s a joy to watch each day. 

Infants 

We have been working on fine motor skills  
such as coloring, painting and using a fork. We 
have a new activity center that’s mounted to 
the wall for some fun.  We worked on Black 
History Month projects, and enjoyed daily 
dance parties. 

Preschool 3’s 

In the month of February, our classroom 
enjoyed our Valentine’s Day Bake Sale. We 
loved ending our week wearing a variety of 
Valentine’s colors (red, pink and purple) 
for Pajama Day.  We also learned about our 
Presidents and coin sorting, how we can 
apply numbers and counting concepts to 
our daily life. We look forward to welcom-
ing springtime and exploring new activities 
in the months ahead. 

 

Preschool 4’s 

Here we encourage children to make their 
own choices with guidance.  We’ve been 
learning about weather.  During February 
we learned about winter animals and ex-
plored science building an Arctic Animal 
home using ice cubes. We made a bear 
cave to hibernate. We enjoyed writing 
notes for our mail box. We worked on  fine 
motor skills using playdough, beads, and 
more.  The children are learning from the 
teachers, from each other, and the teachers 
are learning from them. 

Child Care Center 

Toddlers 

Every day we work on 
learning our numbers, 
colors, ABC’s, and how 
to express our emotions. 
We also work on our lis-
tening skills. We have 
activities such as a 
handprint craft, a water-
color pipette activity and 
group games where we 
learn cooperation!  Soc-
cer, music and Spanish 
are fun activities every 
week. 
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Birthdays 
  
April 
1 Cynthia Quell 

2 Adrienne Perito 

4 Orhan Eski 

7 Heidi Disbennett 

7 Mark Palovchek 

8 Lucas Tobiasen Franceschini 

11 Brett Guinta 

11 Brandon Mark 

11 Barbara Thistle 

14 Charlotte Balsome 

19 Wayne Masna 

20 Isabella Rios 

28 Kathy Franceschini 

30 Connor Salvatore 

May 

2 Sarah Harrold 

7 Pam Jaffee 

8 Chrissie Onofrio  

8 Kate Tobiasen 

9 Nicole Balsome 

16 Anneliese Ernst 

17 Thabo Boateng 

18 Tony Wynne 

19 Ken Schlosser 

19 Floann Rolleri 

23 Eric Brady 

24 Gaelen Higgins  

26 Carole DeNigris 

26 Callie  Schultz 

27 Jack Wynne 

27 Hy Mordey Imhof  

28 Lisa Brady 

29 Adrienne Paulucci 

29 Michael Gozdieski 

30 Kate Palastro 

30 Christina Mutz-Carello 

31 Hans-Jakob Wilhelm 

   Easter Lilies 
Mail your request in by April 3rd.  

Suggested donation $30.    

Checks payable to “St. Paul’s”  

or electronic payment.   

 

 I (We) wish to contribute lilies: 

 Name:  ______________________________ 

 In Loving memory of:____________________________________ 

 Amount enclosed:________ 

March   

3 Hannah Brady 

6 Phabion Wilson 

11 David Palastro 

18 Chris Kassas 

18 Heather Tietjen 

19 Rev. Sharon Israel Pike 

21 Emma Severance  

22 Jordan Ernst 

24 Sam Witt 

25 Jurema Pavini 

26 Max Charleswell 

28 John Santoro 

29 Laurie Palastro  

29 Shannon Marie Beadle 

29 Daniel Pilke 

29 Cathy Garcia 

30 Scott Sullivan 

Milestones 

Welcome to our new members Carolyn,  

Melissa, Julia, Rebeca, Sarah and Linda! 

Congratulations Courtney and Curtis: Calvin 

will soon have a little sibling!   
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St. Paul’s  
761 King Street at Comly Ave. 
Rye Brook, New York  10573 
(914) 939-8170 
 

Sent with a prayer to: 

 

            We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.   
             We welcome all because God welcomes all. 
We encourage young children to participate and make their presence known. We are many 
races and cultures, different sexual orientations, gender identities and families of various 
configurations and single people. We come from a wide variety of places on earth and indi-
vidual spiritual journeys. We are various stages of life, differing abilities and health, and eco-
nomic circumstances.  

Our unity is in Christ who calls for us to reject division and discrimination.  

Holy Week 
Palm Sunday—April 2nd 10:00am 

Maundy Thursday—April 6th 7:00pm 

Good Friday—April 7th 11:30am and 7:00pm 

Easter Sunday  - April 9th 10:00am 
The Annual Interfaith Gay 
Straight Alliance Fundraiser 
brought the community together 
to support LGBTQ youth.   


