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 Milestones 
Members who moved away:  
Dick and Virginia Case family, the 
Alli family.   
Members, former members and 
close relatives we lost this year:  
Doris Osterberg, George Dunphy, 
Mimi Kane, James Doran, Agnes 
Guarisco, Ann Marie Franz, 
Richard Schlosser. 
  

A visit from Sustainable Port Chester helped us to 
learn about housing and development issues.   

In January of 2017 we adopted a welcome statement: 
 
We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. 
We welcome all because God welcomes all. 

We encourage young children to participate and make their presence known. 
We are many races and cultures, different sexual orientations, gender identities 
and families of various configurations and single people. We come from a wide 
variety of places on earth and individual spiritual journeys. We are various stages 
of life, differing abilities and health, and economic circumstances. Our unity is in 
Christ who calls for us to reject division and discrimination.  

In our scripture it is written: "In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 
faith. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus."  - Galatians 3 



3 
 

  

Me and 
Pastor Tom 
at All Saints’ 
Service  
at the 
Cathedral of 
St. John the 
Divine 

Painting left: 

Martin Luther burns 
the Papal Bull calling 
for him to renounce 
his teachings.   
Painting by  
Paul Thumann, 1872 

“From Conflict to Communion” commemorating the 
Reformation as Protestants and Catholics praying together. 

Above:  
In these awful 
times with so 
much fear we 

send love ❤️ to 
our friends at 
Congregation  
Kneses Tifereth 
Israel.  (KTI) 
Photo: Us with 
card we signed 
after worship on 
August 27

th
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God’s Green Earth  

Culture  
in the 
Classroom 
with Rabbi 
Alpert 

 

Community Meal at St. Peter’s 

God’s Work.  Our Hands. Sunday 
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God’s Work. 
Our Hands. 

Easter Sunday 

Lutherans at  
Climate March 

in D.C. 
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Pastor’s Report 
 
2017 was a full and interesting year.  I'm very glad 
we had our budget meeting and if we are ready to 
suggest the revised constitution we might get 
ourselves fully up to date there too.  I'm very glad 
for new things we saw this year: three Sundays of 
preparing and serving the Community Meal at St. 
Peter's, lots of youth activity, a successful Sunday 
School transition and success from the campaign 
that we participated in to Raise the Age of criminal 
responsibility in New York State.   
 

It was also an awful year in some ways with the 
Hurricanes which still have recovery needs, the 
mass shootings especially in Vegas and the church 
in Texas and the White Supremacist demonstration 
at Charlottesville.  In the wake of the waving of 
Confederate flags and Nazi salutes I was never 
more glad for the way our community comes 
together to reject bias and hatred; I was very glad 
for a congregation such as ours that sent a poster 
to our friends at Congregation KTI expressing our 
love and concern.  

 
 2017  Official Acts – 
Weddings -   Lowell and Daisy & Frank and Lauren,  Ashely Boyers and Travis Bloodgood 
Funerals –     Agnes Guarisco, James Doran, George Dunphy, Doris Osterberg, Conrad Sewer, Karl Seumenicht 
Baptism –       Edward Denis McCarthy 
Confirmations – 4  Daphne, Connor, Edzani and Brandon 
First Holy Communion - 3  Orhan, Evan and Owen 
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Albany trip to state legislature for 
raising the age of criminal 
responsibility.   
With Westchester Children’s 
Association.   

Sustainable Port Chester 
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"Picking Up the Baton and Running With 

It" - Laura Chen-Schultz 

 
Patty Gawle, Lynn Patrizio, and Barbara 

Tormondsen have been my daughters' Sunday 

School teachers since our family joined St. Paul's 

back in 2004.  So suddenly being passed the baton 

in September was intimidating to say the least.  I 

wasn't raised Lutheran, so other than what my kids 

brought home with them every Sunday, I didn't 

know what Sunday School for Lutherans 

involved.  I'm terrible at arts and 

crafts.  I have no teacher training.  And 

I don't bake.  But don't be alarmed. 

 

Because what I do have is a love for 

nurturing children and teens. And a 

commitment to the parents to do my 

best to teach their awesome children 

about God's love, the community, and 

how it all fits together in this 

world.  And most of all, an incredible 

amount of support from the St. Paul's 

community like Patty (who has been so 

generous with her time, experience, and 

advice), Pastor and Lorna who provided 

a curriculum that follows the lectionary 

to make lessons and discussions relevant, and 

Barbara Cassese and Jasmine Stradford (both Child 

Care Center teachers) who have taken on Sunday 

School for the younger children while I have 

Middle and High School youth. 

 

The teachers and I are having a blast.  And we're 

running with it. 

 

Sunday School Highlights: 

October 2017: focus on serving God and serving 

those in need 

November 2017: focus on gratitude and God's grace 

December 2017: Living Nativity, Christmas 

Pageant, Christmas caroling, and (drum roll) ... 

baked cookies! 
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