2018 Year in Review
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family baptisms
for
Charlie and Chloe
Preschool Chapel
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2018
This was the year youth ministry
took off with fundraising events
and a trip to Houston. Much
thanks to everyone who supported
this including the Port Chester Fire
Department and, of course, the
parents and Rev. Martha and
Philip for their leadership on the
trip. We also had two youth attend
Pinecrest in August.
Our own Rev. Dr. Martha Cruz is
back in parish ministry as part of a
nine month internship at St.
Matthew’s; We will miss her
during this interim but we are glad
she is doing important ministry in
the community of White Plains.

Edzani and Liam in
Houston. They also
attended Pinecrest.
Thanks to Barbara, Rob and Don for
joining a series of Financial Management
Workshops. Thanks to Don for the
significant tree pruning that was much
needed; it looks great. Thanks Lorna for
working on the garden, a knitting group
and volunteers for hunger
projects. Thanks to Laura for Sunday
School, youth projects leadership,
administrative help like the grant
application and much more. Thanks to
Anita and Max for fellowship, to the
youth for managing the clothing shed.
Scouts – Pack 19: In one day our Scout
Troop collected 13 shopping carts of food
and over $200 cash in a few hours at Stop
N Shop. Also, the Pack is now accepting
boys and girls.

Theo, Kate and Philip on our service day in Houston

Youth - The Clothing Shed run by our
teens raised over $600 in six months.

Administration - A new constitution was adopted in April with a provision for two
congregational meetings, Spring and Fall. We had our Fall meeting on December 9th and
adopted a budget for the coming year. Previously, we were a month into a new year before
having this meeting. This makes for more timely planning and hopefully less likelihood of snow
interfering with our meeting.
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The Year That Was
Shootings continue to be a national plague and it grows more horrific. I participated
in a Pittsburgh Vigil at Rye Community Synagogue on October 27th and Rabbi Goldberg, Joan
Grangenois-Thomas and I organized a vigil at Congregation KTI on the 30th. Joan continues to
organize the Interfaith book club, READ TALK ACT, that began in the wake of the Charleston
shootings in 2015; our books have focused on
racism and social justice.
In January, I represented Westchester United at
the US Conference of Mayors event organized
by Do Not Stand Idly By. This was in
Washington DC and continues the effort to bring
law enforcement into a partnership with faith
leaders to address gun violence. I participated in
the Lutheran Advocacy Day in Albany; we
learned about environmental issues, the budget
process and criminal justice reform.

Callie and Rev.
Martha help out
at community
garden in
Houston

We had another installment of Culture in the
Classroom, for our preschool. Shahana Hyder
talked about the holy month of Ramadan.

Theo:
The ELCA Youth Gathering
consisted of 30,000 people all with
one common goal to spread the love of God.
And as we were there each day we did
activities such as Synod Day where we met
with groups of people from our Metro NY
Synod and Service Day which we helped out
in the garden. We helped these gardeners,
older people who we wanted to help them try
to keep their gardens going which was hard
for them so we helped out.
This gathering was put in place to spread the
love of God and the motto of this gathering
was “This Changes Everything” to show how
God’s love and God’s support changed
everything.
I feel that as a group the “Houston 5,” myself,
Liam, Edzani, Kate and Callie, were brought
closer to God. And we were really taught
how God loves everyone and that’s why he
gave his only son and we really were able to
come together and really experience that love
first hand in this gathering. So it was a really
big success. We had a lot of fun.

We also had our first Baptism in a river.
Funerals
Rev. Dr. Richard Jeske
Julie Kassas
- nonmember Funerals Patricia Smith
David Stramiello
Dom Mecca

Baptisms
Laurel Puches
Savanah Miller
Noki Masuku
Charles Kasko
Chloe Kasko

Confirmation
Beatriz Rios

New families
- Harrold,
Elly & Doykos, Pete
- Tobiasen, Kate & Tina, Lucas and Faith
- Onofrio/Franceschini, Kathy & Chrissie
Jessica, Ryann & Jamie
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Youth Raise money for World Hunger

Carolers visit some of our seniors

December is always fun with all the
animals at the “Live Nativity,” the
Christmas Pageant with the Shepherds
and another pageant in January on
Little Christmas with the Star and the
Magi.
Also, caroling is a great
intergenerational activity and a heartwarming time to be a community sent
for the sake of the world.
The youth also raised money for
Lutheran World Hunger on Sunday
mornings and at a concert by “The
Village Singers.”

November - Remembering our Veterans

One of five stops for our Carolers before getting some Hot Chocolate.
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Martha’s graduation
from Fordham U’s
Doctoral Program

Houston service projects

Photo: Philip, Julia, Will holding Beny,
Rev. Martha and Katie

Rev. Dr. Martha M. Cruz
After enough accomplishments to cap a very
full career, Rev. Martha continues her
education and the broadening and sharing of
her experience.
In October, just as she was completing 35
years of ministry in the Baptist and United
Church of Christ traditions, Martha entered
the process for joining the roster as minister in
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
She will participate in independent study on
the roots of Lutheranism and will be the
interim Pastor at St. Matthew’s Lutheran
Church in White Plains. She does all this
while she continues her work with the head
quarters of the United Church of Christ as a
full time job. She’s also looking forward to
many events including the wedding of her
daughter Victoria at St. Paul’s this year.
Philip also keeps busy with helping out at St.
Paul’s and St. Matthew’s and will soon be
completing two years of study with the
Diakonia program in church leadership. If
you are interested in this program it is
Monday nights at Emanuel Lutheran Church
in Pleasantville.
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Bring your old palms;
we will be burning
them before Ash
Wednesday.

www.stpaulsryebrook.com

Coming Up
Mardi Gras Luncheon
March 3rd after worship
Ash Wednesday
March 6th with Services at
Noon and 6:30pm

Dinner and Auction
Benefitting our
Child Care Center
March 15th 7pm
Please click below to purchase your tickets.
https://stpaulsccc.ticketleap.com/dinnerauction2019/

Check out our updated website

St. Paul’s

761 King Street
Rye Brook, NY 10573
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