
 

Palm Sunday  
April 5, 2020 
 
 

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout 

aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your 

king comes to you; triumphant and 

victorious is he, humble and riding on a 

donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
  - Zechariah 9:9-12 

 

 

Today's liturgy begins with a palm procession, 

commemorating Jesus' triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem. Within the week is Jesus' passion and 

death. Though Jesus is obedient even unto death 

on the cross, he is exalted by God. We gather to 

remember his offering for the life of the world, 

and to be fed by his life-giving mercy. This holy 

week will culminate in the celebration of the 

Three Days of Jesus' suffering, death, and 

resurrection. 
 

 

 
We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. 
We welcome all because God welcomes all. 

We encourage young children to participate and make their 
presence known.  We come from a wide variety of places on earth 
and individual spiritual journeys.  We are many races and cultures, 
different sexual orientations, gender identities and families of 
various configurations and single people. We are various stages of 
life, differing abilities and health, and economic circumstances.  Our 
unity is in Christ who calls for us to reject division and 
discrimination.   

 

St. Thomas Lutheran Church, Central Nyack  and 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Rye Brook 

 

Rev. Dr. Martha M. Cruz, Interim Pastor, St. Thomas 

Rev. James P. O’Hanlon, Pastor, St. Paul’s 
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 A Tragic History of Blame for the Jews 
By Jim O’Hanlon 
 

For centuries there have been Christians who have said, “The Jews 
killed Jesus.”  There are a number of reasons why this is false.  It has 
also proven to be a dangerous distraction and a deadly departure from 
our central message.  It’s an ugly and hateful ideology; it’s also illogical.  
 
First, it’s wrong to say this because Jesus came 
in order to die.  It was his mission, to die on a 
cross and rise again; to show divine, sacrificial 
love and to show God’s ability to conquer death.  
It’s wrong to make it sound as if some nefarious 
group prevented Jesus from what he came to 
do.  No one diverted or defeated Jesus, he 
defeated sin and death.  The day he died is 
called Good Friday because we know, despite 
the tragedy, it was done for us.  There’s no 
reason to blame anyone for Jesus dying.  
 
Second, Jesus was sentenced to die by a Roman 
governor of a brutal, imperial, occupying force. 
Crucifixion was a Roman form of punishment. 
Rome’s ruthless tactics were freely and 
frequently employed.  Rome was in charge, it 
was a Roman cross.  Rome had an occupying 
army and used violence to rule.  The Temple 
authorities were chosen by Rome.   
        Part of the answer as to why Jesus was 
sentenced to death is that it wasn’t hard to get 
yourself crucified in a Roman occupied land and 
the unfairness of the punishment for all who 
suffered it is part of why Jesus submits to it.  
 
Third, to say the Jews killed Jesus, strongly 
implies that Jesus was not Jewish when he and 
all of his followers were completely Jewish and 
Jesus never broke from that faith nor did he say 
that he wanted a new religion or a new clergy 
and hierarchy.  Religions and denominations are 
shaped by people in response to God’s activity.  

When people say that the Jews are 
responsible for killing Jesus, they do 
this partly in ignorance but often in 
order to gain political power.  It 

shows ignorance for who Jesus was and 
what he was about, ignorance of why he 
came into the world.  The assertion by White 
Nationalist Nazis and others that Jews today 
should be held in suspicion and punished is 
wrong, because it’s mean and ignorant for 
the three above reasons, and also because 
the Jewish social structure and practices 
today are about as different from the Jews 
of Jesus’ day as ours are.  Shortly after Jesus’ 
death and Resurrection, Jews were forced 
from their land and their Temple was 
destroyed (for a second time);  Judaism then 
evolved. 
 
Jews transformed a temple based system of 
government which focused on animal 
sacrifices into a group for community and 
family based worship and study which 
focused on their sacred scrolls and seeking 
to love God and neighbor.  You might say 
Judaism also became a resistance 
movement.  A new approach to those 
ancient scrolls also inspired the first 
Christians and those texts became an 
essential foundation of our Holy Bible.  

 
Christians have been guilty of anti-Semitic (anti-Jewish) teachings and actions. In 
1994, The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) issued a “Declaration of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to the Jewish Community” in which 
our church repudiated Martin Luther’s hateful and violent anti-Semitic writings. 

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Declaration_Of_The_ELCA_To_The_Jewish_Community.pdf?_ga=2.81755344.655671576.1542225531-2011092029.1498597465&fbclid=IwAR3XuS6xm6T5gl6ZYYbOlabJE_OptSK66-rqASRmh-cl0Y3ULPaClRNlc4E
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Declaration_Of_The_ELCA_To_The_Jewish_Community.pdf?_ga=2.81755344.655671576.1542225531-2011092029.1498597465&fbclid=IwAR3XuS6xm6T5gl6ZYYbOlabJE_OptSK66-rqASRmh-cl0Y3ULPaClRNlc4E
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GATHERING -  The Holy Spirit calls us together to be one people of God.   

 

Prelude  (Please turn off Cell Phones) 

 

The Good news according to Mark, 

starting at the eleventh chapter. 

 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at 

Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 

Olives, he sent two of his disciples 
2
and said to 

them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and 

immediately as you enter it, you will find tied 

there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it 

and bring it. 
3
If anyone says to you, “Why are 

you doing this?” just say this, “The Lord needs it 

and will send it back here immediately.” ’ 
4
They 

went away and found a colt tied near a door, 

outside in the street. As they were untying 

it, 
5
some of the bystanders said to them, ‘What 

are you doing, untying the colt?’ 
6
They told them 

what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to 

take it. 
7
Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 

threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 
8
Many 

people spread their cloaks on the road, and others 

spread leafy branches that they had cut in the 

fields. 
9
Then those who went ahead and those 

who followed were shouting, 

‘Hosanna! 

   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 

the Lord! 
10

   Blessed is the coming kingdom of our 

ancestor David! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’11 Then he 

entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and 

when he had looked around at everything, as it 

was already late, he went out to Bethany with the 

twelve. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All:  Praise to You, O Christ.

 

 

 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name 

of the Lord.   

All:  Hosanna to the Son of David ! 

The Lord be with you.   

All:  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.   

Hosanna! Lord of all, you reign over all. 

Reign in our lives, triumph over evil, and 

teach us to follow in your footsteps.    

All:  Amen. 

We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed 

us through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  On this day he entered the holy city of 

Jerusalem in triumph, and was acclaimed Son of David and King of kings by those who 

scattered their garments and branches of palm in his path.  (Raise branches!)   

We ask that you bless these branches and those who bear them, and grant that we may 

ever hail him as our Lord and follow him with perfect confidence; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.   All:    Amen. 
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We Are Marching with Our Palms Held High 

Siyahamba 

 

 1)  We are mar-ching with our palms held high, 

  we are marching with our palms held high. 

  We are mar-ching with our palms held high, 

  we are marching with our palms held high. 

 

   We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

   we are marching with our palms held high. 

   We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

   we are marching with our palms held high. 

 
Siyahamba Text: South African traditional;  

tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984 

 

 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.   

All:  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the 

Philippians, the second chapter. 
 

Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us 

comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the 

cross and how God has made Christ lord over 

all reality. The perspective of the cross becomes 

the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our 

own lives, and fellowship within the community 

of Christ. 

 
5
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 

Jesus, 

 
6
who, although being in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 
7
but relinquished it all, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. And being 

found in human form, 

  
8
he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 
9
Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 
10

so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 
11

and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God, the Father. 

 

 

Holy wisdom, holy Word.   

All: Thanks be to God.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Good News according to Mark, the 

fourteenth chapter.  
 

 While Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon 

the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman came with 

an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and 

she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on 

his head. 
4
But some were there who said to one 

another in anger, ‘Why was the ointment wasted in 

this way? 
5
For this ointment could have been sold 

for more than three hundred denarii, and the money 

given to the poor.’ And they scolded her. 
6
But Jesus 

said, ‘Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She 

has performed a good service for me. 
7
For you 

always have the poor with you, and you can show 

kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will 

not always have me. 
8
She has done what she could; 

she has anointed my body beforehand for its 

burial. 
9
Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is 

proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done 

will be told in remembrance of her.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

 

 

 
 

Hymn of the Day:  “My Song is Love Unknown”  Appendix page 20   (ELW #343)  

 

Prayers of the People 

   
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and 

merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and 

all who are in need. 

 

   A brief silence. 

 

For all the people of the world as we face this 

public health crisis together.  Be with those who 

have lost loved ones, all who fear that their 

weakness makes them vulnerable and all who 

struggle with isolation.  During this time of 

cancellations when we cannot worship together, 

during this time of confinement when we must 

wait, calm our fears and strengthen our hope.  We 

pray for all health care workers and first 

responders.  We pray for all working in essential 

service jobs, delivery, janitorial, retail, groceries 

and pharmacies.  We pray for all teachers and 

students, parents and children.  We pray for those 

whose income is interrupted and whose 

livelihoods are at risk.  As we wait alone in our 

homes remind us that we are never alone by your 

grace and help us as we seek to care for and 

support each other and those in need.  Help us to 

hear the call to be your church in such a time as 

this.  God of Love, All: hear our prayer. 

 

For our nation of many peoples, O God, open our 

eyes when we fall prey to fear and intolerance.  

Let your justice flow through our governments 

and institutions.  Help us to respond to victims of 

violence and disaster and teach us to live in 

greater understanding and peace. Make us mindful 

of our impact on creation, the climate and our 

fellow creatures.    

God of Justice, All: hear our prayer. 

 

Holy God, bless our Bishops Elizabeth and Paul.  

Bless our council and its officers and all our 

leaders.  Bless our Child Care Center staff and 

families.  May we each discover how our talents 

can be used to your glory.     

God of Joy, All: hear our prayer. 

 

For peace to ring out in our hearts and in our 

homes; for mercy and forgiveness to reign in 

every community; for war to cease and hunger to 

end, O God. God of Hope, All: hear our prayer. 

 

God of our ancestors and of generations yet to 

come, bless families that mourn the loss of loved 

ones.   Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.   

 

O God, receive these prayers and the prayers of 

our hearts through the power of the Spirit, in Jesus' 

name.  Amen.  
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Let us pray together the prayer our Savior taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

SENDING  - God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

May the Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord 

look upon you with mercy and + grant you peace.    Amen.    

 

 

Go in peace. Share the good news.     

All: Thanks be to God.  
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