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St. Paul’s Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

761 King Street Rye Brook, NY 

2021 Annual Review  
 

 

One of Deacon Philip’s 

fabulous illustrations.   
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2021 Milestones  

 

COVID Worship: online, outdoors, in-person  

      In Memoriam  

Kay Al 

Deacon Philip Jenks officially “set apart”, Rev. 

Dr. Martha Cruz added to the Lutheran clergy 

roster after 38 years of ministry.  Bishop Paul 

Egensteiner presided over the ordinations and 

consecrations of pastors and deacons respectively.   

Laura Chen-Schultz oversees education and 

youth activities.  In June four youths were 

confirmed after a fifteen-month pandemic 

postponement.  Scott, Casey, Jessie and Faith.   

Carl 
Lillian 

Events like the knitting circle and 

council meetings moved to zoom.   
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Baptisms  
Alexander, Thabo, Thulani 

 
Confirmations  
Faith, Scott, Jessie, Casey 

 
 
 

 
Funerals & Memorials 
Kay Lawless, Lillian Johnson, Audrey Thime, Alice 
Thalheimer, Walter and Barbara Korntheuer, 
Harriet J. Berg, Rev. J. Bruce Baker 

 
Wedding  
Akriti Kumar & Bobby Kober 

 

 

 

 

   

2021 Milestones  

Weekly delivery resumed 

for “Food 2 Grow On,” our 

Interfaith project serving 

local school children 

Annual Gay Straight Alliance & Interfaith Carwash. This 

year with Port Chester, Rye and BB High Schools.  We 

raised over $1,000 for the Ali Forney Shelter.   

 

Thank you to all of our 

clothing shed 
volunteers who handle 

the sorting twice a 

week.  We are 

providing a service to 

our neighbors and 

reducing the amount of 

waste that goes into 

landfills.   
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Women’s Self Defense Class 

Blood Drive 

Confirmation hike 

Six Westchester congregations are doing 

joint confirmation programs each month.  

Left: Preschoolers learned about 

Aztec culture from Fabian 

Frias and Xochitl Blanca.  Like the 

movie “Coco,” we enjoyed the candles 

and bright gold marigolds.   

 

Pews removed: Worship space made flexible 

 

All Saints Sunday Memorial Service 
Removing several pews opened 

up space for new worship 

options and other activities.   

 

With a dozen 

Lutheran 

congregations across 

Westchester we can 

do joint programs 

and offer mutual 

support in prayer and 

learning.   

Día de los Muertos 
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Outreach and Social Concerns   

 

 We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. 

We welcome all because God welcomes all.   
   We encourage young children to participate and make their 

presence known.  We come from a wide variety of places on 
earth and individual spiritual journeys.  We are many races and 
cultures, different sexual orientations, gender identities and 
families of various configurations and single people. We are 
various stages of life, differing abilities and health, and economic 
circumstances.   

Our unity is in Christ who calls for us to reject division and 
discrimination.   

 

 

Our four-year-old welcome statement 

was unanimously affirmed at our  

Spring Congregational meeting. 

 

 "In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 

faith.  There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 

slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of 

you are one in Christ Jesus." – Paul’s letter to the Galatians ch3 

In recent years we 

have faced many 

concerning social 

problems and the 

increasing 

violence of racial 

animosity and 

religious 

intolerance 

continues to call 

out for our 

attention and our 

response.   
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Sunday School  

Highlights of our remote Sunday School included our first ever “Virtual Christmas Pageant 2020,” interspersed 
with the beautiful vocal and instrumental musical contributions provided by our current and past Sunday 
School students, this was a truly memorable and heartwarming project, and we couldn’t have done it without 
the help of our teachers and parents!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To commemorate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, our youth and teens made a video of his iconic “I Have a Dream” 
speech.  And for our end of year Children’s Service, Miss Barbara’s class featured Ava and Audrey Gallego 
singing “Jesus Loves Me” and the children talked about the theme of exile, examining the circumstances since 
Moses’s time of how and why people are forced to migrate, and the importance of Welcoming the Stranger.  
 
St. Paul’s Youth 
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, we engaged in community service safely and substantively. Some youth 
crocheted baby caps for newborns at White Plains Hospital; others made meals and gathered and distributed 
clothing for Midnight Run, helping the homeless in New York City; and all of our youth help with our Clothing 

Shed every week which keeps tons of textiles out of garbage dumps and 
into the hands of those in need. 

 
As we slowly and 
carefully emerge from the 
pandemic, we look 
forward to more in-person 
community service, such 
as the recent 
Thanksgiving community 
prep and cook and 
interfaith service through 
Westchester Youth 
Alliance in November. 
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Child Care Center 

 

While the pandemic continues in many ways, 2021 was a big improvement over 2020 with 

no closings due to the virus and no serious virus cases for staff or our families. Much 

thanks is due to our awesome staff for following safety guidelines.  In place of that, 

however, we had to close for a week to dry out after tropical storm Ida.  Aside from the 

playroom rug there was little damage but the entire center needed to be 

disinfected.  Thanks to everyone who helped out, especially volunteer Ron Schultz.   

 

The restriction on classroom size has ended and we have full classrooms most days.  We 

have resumed three of the four extra curricular programs: Music, Spanish and 

chapel.  Soon we will likely resume soccer or another physical activity.  Teachers have 

been wearing masks throughout this entire period.  Screening continues each morning with 

temperature and health questionnaire although runny noses are no longer 

prohibited.  Parents are still not allowed in for drop 

off or pick up but after-hours tours have been 

conducted.    

 
Last year we had an outdoor graduation.  This year we 

had a scaled-down indoor graduation.  We also returned 

to our Trike-a-thon and Trunk-o-Treat.   

 

Kristin Texiere did a great job as Acting Director and we 

are so glad to have Medina Telesco back from Maternity 

leave with little Prince.  We are so grateful for these 

faithful, skillful leaders.  Judy Hinsch has continued to be 

an enormous support for our Director and Acting 

Director and for the Advisory Committee.   

 

These last two years Chip Gawle was an enormous help.  

We thank him for his time and for his wisdom serving on 

the Advisory Committee during the transitions.   

Rabbi Goldberg talks to the 

preschoolers about Hanukkah 
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Blue Christmas  
Tues December 21 at 7:30pm 

A solemn service including 

prayers for  

grief, anxiety and uncertainty.   

In-person or on Zoom 

 
 

 

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight services 4pm & 7pm 

Christmas Day   
10am Simple spoken service 

This schedule is subject to change  

with an increase in virus cases 

 

 

Blessed Christmas to all and peace, 
health and gladness for the new year! 

Get vaccinated. 

Stop the Spread 
Please get your booster 

as soon as you are eligible. 

 

All events 

require  

a mask and  

keeping 

distance 
 

St. Paul’s 
761 King Street  
Rye Brook, New York 10573 
 


