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In 1919, Rev. JW Van Arnsdale traveled from Texas to Conway, Arkansas 
to plant a church, and Conway First was born in a “tent meeting” with 
10 charter members.  The world has changed a lot over the last 100 
years, and Conway has become a thriving and dynamic community.  
Throughout the life of our church, dedicated lay people and gifted pas-
tors have sacrificed and served to make sure Conway First adapted to 
our changing world and served the Kingdom in ways that were fruitful 
and effective.

Men like JW Hendrickson, Jack Dell, and Tim Kellerman have helped our church find ways to reach 
our community in every season of the life of Conway First.  Today, we stand with a strong legacy 
and a rich heritage because of the way countless men and women have invested in the work of God 
through this church. 

2019 will prove to be a defining moment in the life of our congregation.  This year we will celebrate 
all that God has done and dream together about all He could do in the future.  This year we will 
make sure that we have 20/20 vision for ministry in our second century.  We will consider where God 
is leading us and what He is calling us to.  We will prayerfully seek Him together in prayer and con-
tinue to strive to participate in the vision He has given us to “Close the Gap Between Heaven and 
Earth.”

This is a season in which we believe God is calling us to action.  He is calling us to move from 
VISION TO VICTORY as we close the gap together.  We want to invite you to participate as we ex-
amine everything we have done and determine what He might be calling us to do next.  The future 
will require faith, the future will require sacrifice, the future will require flexibility and it will require 
unity.  It will require us to trust Him like never before so we can see Him do things we’ve never ex-
perienced.  I am grateful to be on this journey with you.  There is no place I’d rather be than on this 
adventure of pursuing the will of God with you at Conway First.  

The Best is Yet to Come,
Pastor Tim

Dear Church Family,
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A Rich History & Enduring Legacy

Since 1919, we have been 
making disciples and loving 

our community.  God has done 
some remarkable things over 
the last century.  We want to 
build upon this strong foun-

dation to assure that Conway 
First continues to thrive for 

generations to come!
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Closing the gap together

VISION 
We exist to close the gap 

between Heaven and Earth in 
Central, AR. 

MISSION
Prayerfully connecting people 

with Christ in community.

STRATEGY
ENGAGE in worship and on 
mission.  CONNECT with the 
body and grow.  INVEST what 
God’s given you in what He’s 

called you to.

DID YOU KNOW...

• February worship attendance was up 21 in 2019 from 2018 and 32 additional people participated in groups. 
• We regularly have over 15 children in our preschool class on Sunday morning and over 30 in kids’ church. 
• Every week, we minister to over 60 children through CN Kids.
• We are experiencing growth in youth ministry and reaching more junior high and high school students than 

anytime in recent history. 

God continues to work in new and exciting ways as we:

• Reach new families
• Reach our community in love
• Experience stories of life 
•    change & transformation
• Connect people in relationship 

   with Christ and one another
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The Best is yet to come

We continue to believe that God 
wants to do greater things in the 
future than He has done in the past.  
We believe we are at an essential 
crossroads in the life of our church.  
Now is the time to trust in Him, 
move by faith, and give sacrificially 
to ensure Conway First Church of 
the Nazarene continues to carry the 
mission of God and share the love 
of Christ for generations to come.  
Ultimately, the church is not a build-
ing, it is people filled with His Spirit 
sent on His mission into the world.  
But people need a place.  We are 
dreaming of a facility that serves the people of our church and community well.  We 
envision a facility that is an asset for ministry; not a liability.  

  We are dreaming of and praying for a place where  
  men and women can encounter God and worship  
  Him; a place from which disciples of Jesus can be 
  equipped and unleashed to transform the world  
  around them; a place where we can invite our  
  friends, family, neighbors and co-workers to hear  
  the good news of God’s love for them; a place  
  where they can be rescued from sin and filled with  
  His Spirit.
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current facility CHALLENGES

As you may know, we have been dealing with complex 
facility issues for many years.  This led to the congre-
gation moving into the Family Life Center in 2005 and 
the demolition of our historic sanctuary and education 
building in January of 2017.  While the Family Life Cen-
ter has served our congregation well, we are incredibly 
limited on space for ministry and are using this building 
to do many things it was never intended to do.  

The following challenges were identified by church 
leadership, as we have been seeking God’s will for 
the future of our church. 
 
• OUR CURRENT SPACE WAS BUILT TO BE A GYM NOT A WORSHIP CENTER 
• WE ARE OUT OF ROOM FOR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
• CHILDREN’S MINISTRY SPACE IS NOT SECURE AND POSES SAFETY ISSUES 
• WE DO NOT HAVE ADEQUATE RESTROOM FACILITIES 
• OUR LOBBY IS SMALL AND DOES NOT GIVE PEOPLE ROOM FOR FELLOWSHIP
• WE DO NOT HAVE SPACE FOR OUR CURRENT ADULT GROUPS AND NO ROOM 

FOR NEW GROUPS 
• THE CURRENT FACILITY IS NOT HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE
• WE HAVE LITTLE ROOM FOR STUDENT MINISTRY AND NO ROOM FOR 

GROWTH 
• OUR BUILDING BADLY LACKS CURB APPEAL 
 

WITH THESE THINGS IN MIND WE HAVE WORKED ON A DESIGN TO MAXIMIZE OUR 
CURRENT FACILITIES AND ADD ON 9,000 S.F. OF NEW MINISTRY SPACE. 6



Floor plan
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9,000 square feet of space for children’s ministry and gathering 
Updated, inviting exterior connecting our new building to our current facility

Covered, pull-through drop-off area 
Fresh landscaping 

Playground for kids

BUILDING EXTERIOR HIGHLIGHTS
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Modern, open space to gather before/after services
Room for fellowship events up to 150 people 

Ample restroom space 
Café area for coffee and conversations with outdoor patio 

Elevator access to the second floor 
Secure check-in point for children’s ministry 

LOBBY INTERIOR HIGHLIGHTS
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Room for growth with early childhood and elementary ages 
Secure safe space for our children 

Easy first floor accessibility 
Ample restroom space in each classroom 

Children’s worship space with room for 75 children 
Flexible classroom spaces to allow for growth 

Clear focal point to check-in children and welcome new families

interior Kids’ Space HIGHLIGHTS
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Space is built and designed for worship 
Seating for over 400 people 

State of the art sound and projection 
Built-in baptistry 

Choir room connected to the platform  
Handicap accessibility to the platform and all additional spaces 

Updated kitchen and increased storage spaces 
“Cry Room” for new and nursing moms 

interior Worship Space HIGHLIGHTS
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Creative giving
Want to be involved, but not sure how?  Are you enthusiastic about giving to this vi-
sion, but not sure where to start?  Here are some creative ways to help allocate or free 
up resources so you can be a part of our legacy. 

DECREASE:  Are there things in our life you can take advantage of less frequently?  Maybe 
it’s fewer Starbucks runs or one less dinner out each week.  By decreasing a weekly expense, 
regardless of what it might be, you can save a significant amount to contribute. 

DELAY:  Are there plans you might 
be making that involve a financial 
commitment?  If so, prayerfully ask 
God about delaying those plans and 
using the extra income to contribute. 

DO MORE:  Often, there are creative 
ways to save money.  Maybe it’s been 
a while since you got a quote for an 
existing service.  Perhaps you could 
do some extra comparison or bargain 
shopping to save funds.  For your 
kids, it could be as easy as saving 
extra change to give. 

DONATE:  A great way to contribute 
is to give existing assets.  Giving your 
assets to Conway Nazarene and let-
ting us sell them eliminates potential 
capital gains taxes and may increase 
after-tax proceeds.  Please contact 
Pastor Tim for more guidance before 
committing an asset gift in order to 
determine its viability for liquidation.

moving from vision to victory together
The chart below illustrates the type of financial commitments we 

believe it will take to raise our “V2: Vision to Victory” goal.

Goal:  $800,000

Financial gifts to the “V2: Vision to Victory” pledge effort
 are “over and above” your regular giving to to our church.
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Commitment sunday

Commitment Sunday
Our commitment Sunday will take place on

 April 7, 2019 at 10:30 a.m.  
Please prayerfully consider how God would lead you to 

give sacrificially beyond your regular tithes and offerings.

Typical Commitments Over 3 Years

Do you still have questions?

We know there are a lot of 
questions that come along with 
a project of this magnitude. As a 

starting point, please refer to the 
“FAQ” sheet, which is available as a 

separate handout.
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1501 Scott St., Conway, AR 72034
www.conwaynazarene.com


