
The 3 Circles: Sharing the Gospel - Diagram

The 3 Circles: Sharing the Gospel - Script



● We live in a world characterised by brokenness - we don’t have to look very far to see there
are things like disease, disasters, wars, abuse, conflict, a lot of pain.

● This is not God’s original design.  God’s design is perfect - without brokenness. (Genesis
1:26-31, 2:7-9, 15-18,24-25)

● The reason we find ourselves living in brokenness and separated from God, is something the
Bible calls sin.

● Sin is turning away from God’s design and pursuing our own way.  That leads us to
brokenness which eventually leads us to death - separating us from God forever. (Genesis 3,
Romans 3:23, Isaiah 64:6, Romans 5:12, Jeremiah 17:9)

● God doesn’t want us to stay in brokenness so he has made a way out. That way is Jesus.
Jesus comes and he enters into our brokenness.  The death we deserve for pursuing
brokenness Jesus takes our place and dies on a cross.  His body is broken for us. (John
3:16-17, 1 Timothy 1:15, 1 Timothy 2:3-4, Eph 2:8-9)

● Three days after he dies he rose from the dead….making a way out of brokenness. (Romans
5:6-8, 6:23)

● People try many things to get out of brokenness; religion, success, relationships, education,
drugs, alcohol, but none of these things gets us out of brokenness. The only way out is Jesus.
(John 14:6)

● If we turn from our sin and believe that Jesus died for us and rose from the dead we can leave
brokenness and follow the ways of Jesus and grow in a relationship with God. (John 5:24, 1
John 5:11-13)

● More than that we can go, be sent just like Jesus back into the brokenness around us to help
others come through Jesus to no longer be separated from God. (Matt 5:14-16, Mark 16:15,
Matt 28:19-20)

● Now there’s two types of people in the world; those who are no longer separated from God and
those who are still in brokenness. (1 John 4:4-5, John 12:34-36, Romans 8:5-6)

● We have to ask ourselves where are we? Where do you think you are?

Training Guide



Supplies:
● Large white board, markers and eraser
● For each student: Your Story is God’s Story - Preparing to Share, The 3 Circles Tool: Sharing

the Gospel (diagram and script), Your Story is God’s Story - The Three Circles Self Study
Guide, pen, 3-4 pieces of paper.

Purpose:
The purpose of the training is to help people already familiar with the Gospel to understand, become
familiar with and comfortable demonstrating The Three Circles Tool in order to better equip them to
share the Gospel and their own personal testimony. Anyone not having a basic understanding of the
Gospel should begin with the Self-Study Guide.

Training:

1. What is it? The Three Circles is simply a communication tool - it is not in itself the outcome.
2. It’s purpose:

a. Share the gospel in a simple and visual way at anytime, anywhere with anyone - we live
in a fast past visual culture and we need to speak the language.

b. A conversation starter.
c. Use as a reference point or a mental map as we share our story.
d. Is NOT the complete explanation or “theological dig” of the gospel. While it is complete,

it is simple, so much of the why and the how of the gospel is not included.
e. Is not the way of salvation or even what brings people to the point of salvation.  John

6:44 “No one can come to me (Jesus) unless the Father draws them….”  This is a
“harvest tool” for the harvesters (the people of God) to use whenever God gives us the
opportunity to share the Gospel with others.

3. Demonstrate sharing the tool in 2-3 minutes using the whiteboard in front of everyone - draw
the diagram while repeating the script. Ask for first thoughts and questions.

4. Read script together out loud as a group. Ask for thoughts and questions. (There are scripture
references along the way to support the Biblical truth of the diagram/script. There will be an
opportunity at the end for the group to dig deeper through the self-study together or
individually.  The purpose of this exercise is to help them have a basic understanding of,
become familiar and comfortable with demonstrating the tool.)

5. Have the group read the script out loud while you draw it on the whiteboard.  Give them time to
make notes.  Many will note what is being drawn after each line in the script.

6. Demonstrate the tool again, drawing the diagram on the whiteboard while repeating the script.
Have each person draw the diagram on a piece of paper during the demonstration. Repeat if
you feel it will be helpful.

7. Ask for thoughts and questions.
8. Break group up into small groups of 2-3 and have them practice demonstrating the tool one at

a time within their small group.  Give them a lot of encouragement and grace reminding them it
is expected that they will NOT do this perfectly.  It’s OK to have the diagram and script in front
of them to reference.  This is just the first steps and they will be practicing many more times



before it rolls off their tongues. This is D2/L2 of the Leadership Square.  They will be very
aware of what they DON’T know and CAN’T do.  Help them not be to discouraged.

9. Give enough time for each person in the group to practice at least once.  If time allows ask 2-3
brave people to practice in front of the group.  This will give you the opportunity to give
feedback to everyone as they watch the process.

10.Q&A.
11. Concepts to reinforce:

a. Words matter - don’t use religious language (sanctification, redemption).  The language
for the script was carefully chosen. While you don’t have to use it exactly and can make
it your own to some extent, try to stick to it as closely as possible.

b. The Bible is the authority for the definition of sin, not us or our culture
c. We are born separated from God, physical death makes that separation from God

permanent…..without Jesus.
12.Draw their attention the Preparing to Share handout. As you go over the handout, make the

connection between writing their story and The Circles Tool: Your Life Before Christ =
Brokenness; How You Came to Christ = Jesus; Your Life After Coming to Christ = God’s
Design.  This will help them see how their story is the story of the Gospel and start to envision
sharing their story hand-in-hand with the Gospel.

13. Draw their attention to the Self Study Guide. The purpose of the study guide is to help people
better understand the Biblical truth behind the Three Circles Tool and how that truth is/isn’t
reflected in their own story.  Encourage the group to work through this together or individually.
If you are speaking with a Life Group, work with the leaders on how best to use the guide as a
discipleship tool.

14.Final Q&A, ending in a time of prayer.


