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“Christ and Him Crucified”
There is a Sunday Peanuts comic strip from the sixties that shows Charlie Brown and Linus standing at
the window, watching a torrential downpour. Charlie Brown says, “What if it rains and rains for days and
days, and there is a big flood all over the world, and we all drown!” Linus replies, “That will not happen.
God tells us in Genesis 9:11, “Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never
again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” Charlie Brown said, “Whew! That certainly puts my
mind at rest.” Linus then said, “Sound theology has a way of doing that.”
If you have listened to my sermons, you know that I make a reference the Christ and his cross in most of
them. Before I became a priest, I had determined to know nothing but Christ and his cross as the core of
my ministry. This idea, however, is far from original with me.
In his first letter to the Christians of Corinth, Paul speaks about his goal in ministering among them: “I
decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” (1 Cor 2:2) Paul knew that
the Christian faith touched all aspects of life and that the Christians of Corinth needed to be instructed
and corrected in many areas. If you read all of both letters to the Christians in Corinth, he does cover
many topics – he challenges the Corinthians on a sin that they are tolerating, he takes them to task on their
divisions, he tells them the proper way to worship and to celebrate the Eucharist, he instructs them on
marriage, he talks about the ministry of the Holy Spirit, he gives them the reality of the hope we have in
the resurrection, and he deals with other matters as well.
The Christian faith is a very broad thing. It is not simply a set of rituals that one practices on a regular
basis (or even an irregular basis). It can be tempting to consider Christianity as just one compartment
of life, detached from the rest, and that faith is to be used mainly to feel better, enhance a more positive
outlook on life, or appeal to some greater power for something we need or want – and then to be set aside
when the appropriate action or ritual has been made. To do so might be convenient, for we would get to
take God off the shelf, interact in the way we want, and then put him back. But a god small enough to be
“managed” would not be a god big enough truly to help us.
It was for this reason that Paul decided to “know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him
crucified.” Jesus Christ and his cross are the very heart of Christianity. When he dealt with the problems
in the church at Corinth, he did so by focusing on Christ and him crucified. They were beset by factions,
spiritual pride, and disorderly worship – and all these needed to be seen in the light of the cross of Christ.
The reason Paul focused on the cross – and that I do so – is that the cross is the basis of our relationship to
God. The cross is also the basis for good relationships among Christians. The cross is even the basis for
our relationships to our selves. It is for these reasons that Paul focused on Christ and him crucified. If the
Christians in Corinth could understand what God had done and was doing through the cross, they could
understand that the changes Paul asked them to make in their lives were not forced upon them by someone
who was hungry for power, but rather that the kind of relationships and activities Paul told them to take
were simply the proper unfolding of all that Jesus had done when he died and was raised again.
Christian behavior and values flow from the results of the cross. One can read the teachings of Jesus about
how a person should act, and choose to follow his directives, believing that obeying Christ’s teachings is
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the core of the Christian faith and the source of one’s relationship to God. While Christ’s teachings are
indeed the way we are to live, simply following them will not establish a relationship with God.
What is likely to do is to produce what one of my seminary professors called “white-knuckle Christianity,”
in which a person, by sheer willpower (“white knuckles,” like one gets from gripping too hard out of
anxiety) does his or her duty and avoids forbidden actions. This is done in an effort to please God and to
merit his favor and acceptance, and often such efforts are accompanied by a quiet anger at those who do
not appear to work as hard for God, or who do not seem to be so determined to be “good.”
While the behavior may be commendable, the heart is burdened and sour. Relationships tend to be limited
to other “white-knuckle Christians,” and new people must pass the test of effort to be accepted. Such
“white-knuckle Christians” also have a poor understanding of themselves – they already know that they
fall short of God’s standards; if they review their hearts to any extent, they are likely to find even more
areas to master, and they know they are not making much, if any, headway on the areas they already know
about. Self-examination is too frightening to do. Mere knowledge of God’s commands is no help.
On the other end of the spectrum are those who remember most of all the mercy of God. They mistake
mercy for indifference. If they feel like it, they may do something “for God.” But, since God does not
care that much, they do not think that they can get to know him. There is also the suspicion that God’s
mercy is not certain; it may be a passing mood of generosity, and if God’s mood changes, he may decide to
be very strict. A person who thinks in this way, unsure of acceptance by God because of God’s moodiness,
may well relate to others in similar way, with acceptance dependent no so much on their behavior as one’s
own feelings at a particular time.
That is why the cross of Christ is so important. It is an objective act with an objective result. We know, if
we have any insight into ourselves and our behavior, that we have broken God’s law. If we have a deeper
level of insight, we may recognize that we break God’s law in many cases because we want to, and we
may well get a kick out of doing so. We are not righteous in our behavior or in our hearts. We may want
what God offers – his love and his help – but we know that we have failed him.
In 2 Corinthians 5:21, Paul writes, “For our sake he (God the Father) made him (Jesus Christ) to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” In other words, Jesus takes
upon himself our sins, so that as we depend upon him, our sins are justly punished. When we depend
upon Jesus, our sins cannot be charged to us, for he took them upon himself. God wants us to be perfectly
righteous – and when our faith is in Christ, we have his righteousness. Through our faith, when we go
before God, we have perfect confidence of being accepted, because are accounted as righteous.
A few years ago, I had a very overdue item at the library. When I finally brought it in, I did not have the
amount needed for the fine with me. It was not a small amount – but the librarian said, “I will pay it for
you.” When I told her I would pay her later, she said, “No, that will not be necessary.” When I walked out
of the library, I was in a perfectly legitimate relationship with the library. My “sin” was dealt with. It was
not as if the librarian said, “That’s OK,” and just ignored the fine.
Of course, with a library fine, I could have come back later with the full amount. It was not at all beyond
my capacity to pay. But with God, we are hopeless. His standard is perfection, and nothing less. We can
never attain his perfection, no matter how hard we try. If I were be perfectly obedient to God’s commands
from today on, I could not make up for the wrongs I have done in the past: how can one be better than
perfect? But with the cross, the death of Christ assures us that all our wrongdoing is accounted for, and we
are free. When Jesus died on the cross, he said, “It is finished” – and the Greek word that he used was an
accounting term that means “paid in full.”
The cross is an objective basis for our reconciliation with God. He loves us, and we can be confident
of that love and acceptance because he acted in such a way to be both merciful and just – for our sins
were justly punished on the cross, and mercy extended to us in Christ. The cross also serves to restore
relationships among human beings. Jesus tells a parable in Matthew about a man who owed his king an
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astonishing amount of money, several billion dollars in today’s money. He asked his king for additional
time to repay it, and the king forgave the entire debt. He did not have to go to debtors’ prison! On his
way out of the court, the forgiven man met someone who owed him about $100. When his fellow servant
could not repay him, he had the man thrown into debtor’s prison. The king soon heard of this harsh
response, and threw the man into prison. The king’s reasoning was that a forgiven person should in turn
be forgiving.
Given what God has had to forgive me of, the offenses made against me from other people are trifling.
I have no gratitude or sense of proportion if I cannot forgive others. When someone does something
to us, we can remember that, as dreadful as it might be (and it certainly can be utterly awful), it is
nothing compared to what God has forgiven each of us. Yet God in his love reached out and bridged
the gap. He offered us forgiveness while we were still in rebellion against him. Forgiving others is not
easy, but the cross lets us know that we have been forgiven and that the other person may also receive
God’s forgiveness. How can I be less forgiving than God, for far lesser offenses? (Of course, a restored
relationship between people requires discussion and honesty; forgiveness does not mean being a doormat.)
The cross makes our reconciliation to God the Father possible. It makes forgiving others possible. And it
brings us into a better relationship with ourselves as well. Everyone has things in their past of which they
are not proud; many people carry great burdens of guilt. It helps to some extent to remember that others
carry a burden as well. But the greatest relief is not that we are all guilty, but that God, in his astonishing
love, has done something about the guilt we carry: he has sent Jesus to bear the burden in our place and
to take it from us. I mentioned 2 Cor 5:21 above, where Paul proclaims that, on the cross, Jesus Christ
became sin for us so that we might become righteous. There is also Romans 5:8, “God shows his love
for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” God’s love for us does not depend us being
perfect, or even on us being reasonably decent people – God’s loves simply flows out of him because that
is his nature – he loves, and he loves deeply and well.
Because we cannot lose God’s love, and because God in his love has dealt with our sins at the cross, we
need not fear the guilt, deficiencies, and worries we have. We can be honest with ourselves, and admit
what we have done wrong. As we confess our sins, God “is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9) We can have the courage to explore our hearts,
because whatever we may find there cannot overwhelm us. God forgives the sins we have committed, and
he will be at work to cleanse us and to help us to grow.
There is an extra dimension to this, for if we seek to cover up our failings and our guilt, we also cover
up our strengths and gifts. When we can see and admit our failings, we can see and rejoice in our best
as well. The cross brings us freedom – freedom from guilt, and freedom to know and to do what is best
about us.
The cross of Christ is the key to fellowship with God. It is the way to be reconciled to those around us.
It is the way to accept ourselves as we are so that we can become more than we are. Because the cross is
the key to so much, I determined to make Christ and his cross the core of my ministry at Trinity. If you
have wondered why I speak about the cross so often in my sermons, this article tells you why. If you have
known, this article summarizes the “sound theology” that I hope and pray will continue to give you minds
and hearts at peace.

2017

There is much more to being a Christian than being reconciled to the Father through the work of the Son,
but that reconciliation is the starting point of all growth in prayer, relationships, and service to others.
Without the confidence of acceptance by God that flows from the cross, we engage in prayer, service, and
other spiritual activities because it is “our duty,” and these things become a burden. With the confidence
that the cross brings, however, all we do flows out of our relationship with God as a song of joyful
thanks.

page

May the peace of Christ, whose cross is the source of peace, be with you today and every day.
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The Rev. Charlie Sutton
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Thank you for making an impact this year!
Thank you for your support of ARDF relief appeals. We wanted to give you an update on ARDF’s relief efforts of 2017.

Over the last six months, we raised over $65,000, primarily to help those affected by the famine
in South Sudan. But you also donated to help those affected by the mudslides in Peru and to
help refugees in the Middle East.
“The money really is [only] the end, it is a means; our commitment is with our Lord and he will
provide their riches in glory.” - Fr. Misael Varillas, Huancayo, Peru

Dear Carol,
Did you receive an email detailing our relief efforts in South Sudan? In June, we received an update from
Archbishop Daniel Deng. Yes, the famine rages on and the images remain heartbreaking! But through
ARDF, many stepped up to provide needed food in an effective and appropriate manner. We are grateful
for our brothers and sisters on the ground who have the trust and respect of the people and can distribute
aid to where it is most needed. The church has an exciting opportunity to be part of the solution. Please
continue to pray for South Sudan!
Success Story
Meanwhile, villagers forced to leave their land to make way for a hydroelectric dam now have a (nearly)
completed church! It is so exciting to see an overflowing church in Malaysia.
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New Opportunity
At ARDF, we value effectiveness and sustainability. A newly approved project in Zambia is especially
creative in meeting two needs with one building project. A teacher training college will be expanded and
the facility used during school holidays to train farmers. If you or your church is interested in literacy or
agricultural improvements, you will want to read this.
And speaking of effectiveness and sustainability, we have a new video that highlights why we effectiveness
as one of our key values. Check it out here and share with your church! Did you know you can download
all of our videos on Vimeo?
As always, I love hearing from you with your ideas, updates, and stories of how God is working in your life!
Keep in touch.
In Christ,

Christine N. Jones

Director of Mobilization
Anglican Relief and Development Fund
On-Site Team Members:
• Craig Vickerman
• Ray Merigold
• Michael Brousseau
• Christine Brousseau
• Ben Litchfield
• Alana Ward
• Trish Brousseau
• Kelly MacDonald

A Gr e at
Thank Y Big
o
t o u!
A
ll Saint

s Ang li
ca
Mary S n
ullivan

Other Support:
• Gerrie Amato-Youlden, food acquisition and team
• Lynn Litchfield, costumes & team
• Annie Hansen, publicity & team
• Ruby Brough, prayer
• Michael Young, publicity

Tablet • All Saints Anglican Church • Attleboro, MA • 508-222-2640 • allsaintsacna.org
the e-

AUGUST
2017
page
7 of 13

Good evening, praying friends and
family,

God is so good! The Attleboro
SuperKids® had 25 kids at their
first program. We had hot weather,
without rain, the whole week. Even
though we had predicted we would
have 50 kids, due to the huge amount
of publicity, I think it was a mercy
that we didn’t get overwhelmed with
large numbers while this new team
was still learning how to do the
program. Also, you can praise God
for all the people, especially from All
Saints’ Anglican Church, who came
in to pick up the pieces when our
visiting team canceled. Everyone
LOVES SuperKids® and some are
planning to “take off the entire week
next year so that they can be there
every day!”
I am more and more amazed at the
EXCELLENT content and delivery
of the Scripture Union SuperKids®
curriculum. Please keep this in
mind when you are thinking of your
outreach to children.
Once again, I want to express
gratitude to God and to you. Thank
you for your prayers. Without God
all the programs in the world are
meaningless and dead. There is no
way I could be doing this without
your prayer and financial support.

Mary Sutton

~ Photos of 2017 ~
SuperKids© by scriptureunion
Held at Balfour Riverwalk in
Attleboro, MA July 17-21, 2017
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Save This Date

Saturday

September 23rd
11:30 am

Square Dancing ~
Sunday- evenings: 7-9 pm

mer
m
u
S
r the all!
				
o
f
g
n
ci
eF
				
Weekly Square dance
andth
workshop
will be at All Saints Anglican
anlessons
D
n
i
e
r
k
c
a
				
Church, 1188
South
Main
St.,
Attleboro
on
Sundays
held 7:00-9:00 PM.
a
Squ is ithe
eb
b
l
l
No Mallon
				
Barney
caller/instructor
and
will
be
welcoming
beginner
w
e
W
				
and experienced dancers both singles and couples all are welcome.
				$3.00 is asked per dancer.
					
					
Any questions please call Carol Leonard 508-821-8990.
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Junior Warden Update

We are still in July as I write this but I hope all are enjoying the summer
weather. I want to thank Jack Duffy for his continued mowing of the lawn.
It is nice to see it mowed as we walk in on Sunday morning. As you know
Jack has brought it to our attention that the mower has problems so at
vestry tonight we asked Jack to weigh the differences of fixing the old mower or getting a new one.
The planet aid box has finally been moved after many attempts to do so and is now located behind the
church. Thank you for the gardeners Tracy and Robin caring for the plants around our sign. Thank you to
Ray Merigold for keeping the flag flying high at the front door of the church.
The sound system in the crying room hasn’t been working but Ray Merigold and Keith Brousseau are
tracking down the part that needs replacing to get it up and running again.
We are on a waiting list to get the plumber for the sink in the small bath and for the ceiling to be fixed over
the stairs leading to the sanctuary. Tradesmen are always busy.
Other property issues that are in process of getting estimates are the front lawn - roof repairs of missing
shingles and the metal doors that we use constantly. The doors are getting harder to close and lock by the
day. If you think it is locked be sure to give a pull to make certain as pushing down on the handle isn’t
enough.
Thank You to Annie Hansen who has taken the curtains down in the kitchen area to wash all the dirt out of
them. I can imagine it will be several washes since we have had so much construction going on with the
lift.
Mike Louis has found some wood that matches our floor in the parish hall to finish off the area in front of
the door. Please check with Mike to see if the alarm company has come as that is on the to do list.
Thank you again to all that contribute their time, talent and treasure in keeping the building and grounds
looking as good as they do. Enjoy the summer.

Carol Leonard
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The Blue Screen of Death

A new iteration of the tech support scam takes over your whole screen
by Doug Shadel, AARP Bulletin (/bulletin/), July/August

Experts say pop-up screens that warn a computer user of a malware or infection is never legitimate.

Sue Sirotti, a 66-year-old retired teacher from western Michigan, was browsing websites when her
computer screen suddenly turned blue. A loud voice came through the speakers, telling her to call the
provided number to speak to a Microsoft technician.
It was a terrifying moment. No matter what she tried, she couldn›t quiet the blaring electronic voice or get
past what looked like the «blue screen of death» — a term from the early days of the Windows operating
system, when a crash led to a blue error screen telling you to shut down. But in this case, the screen said
the opposite — do not shut down.
Out of desperation, Sirotti finally called the toll-free number and spoke to a pleasant-sounding technician.
He said her computer had been infected with malware; she should shut it down and take it to a certified
Microsoft technician for repair. It would take a week to fix and would cost roughly $350.
Sirotti’s reaction: I can’t be without a computer for a whole week! No problem, replied the technician;
we can repair your machine today, remotely, for $250. Reluctantly she agreed and gave her credit card
number. Hours later, the blue screen was removed.
Throughout the transaction, Sirotti said, a small voice in her head warned that this was a scam, but she
couldn’t see any other way out. She even asked the technician if she was being scammed. “No, but you are
asking all the right questions,” he replied.
She may have been asking the right questions, but the technician was lying about the answers. Sirotti paid
$250 to repair a computer that had nothing wrong with it.

Anatomy of a Tech Scam

Sirotti became a victim of the latest version of a time-tested ploy: the tech support scam. In the more
familiar version, a stranger claiming to be from Microsoft calls on the phone. He tells you there is a virus
on your computer and instructs you to log on to a website that will allow him to take control of your
computer and run a series of bogus diagnostic exercises. Often he installs malware on your computer, then
charges you to remove it.
While such calls still happen, most computer users today know to hang up when they receive them. But as
is true for all effective scams, the pitch has evolved to work around the increased awareness.
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Enter companies like Client Care Experts and more than a dozen others, many located in Florida, that
have figured out how to get customers to call them. How? By installing bogus pop-up warnings on your
machine.
Client Care Experts, at its peak, had hundreds of salespeople working in an inbound call center in Boynton
Beach, Fla. An AARP investigation reveals that many of the employees had had run-ins with the law, and
that they were not trained technicians.
Tape recordings of sales calls obtained by the Florida attorney general’s office showed how salespeople
were instructed to gain the caller’s trust by claiming they were affiliated with Microsoft, and that they
could diagnose the problem for free. Then, when they inevitably “found a problem,” they were instructed
to suggest sending the consumer to a retail outlet like Staples, Best Buy or Office Depot that had onsite
technicians. This helped to reduce consumers’ suspicions.
Sirotti was skeptical at first. But when the technician said he wasn’t going to charge her for a diagnosis, that
put her mind at ease, she said. But sales scripts obtained by AARP show how salespeople persuade their
victims to sign on for their “services.”
One part of the script instructs the technicians to say: “A far more convenient option is what’s called a
remote session. Instead of bringing your computer somewhere, paying $300 to $350 and waiting three to
five business days, with a remote session, it will be serviced today.”
Salespeople then explain that the remote session will take four to six hours and cost just $250. The script
also calls for offering an ongoing protection service for $24.99 a month.

Preventing Tech Fraud
Legitimate computer companies will never contact computer users via pop-up screens or telephone calls.
“Any communication we have with you must be initiated by you,” says Courtney Gregoire, assistant general
counsel in Microsoft’s Digital Crimes Unit.

If you get a pop-up warning:
1. Never call the toll-free phone number provided.
2. Do not click anywhere in the pop-up window
3. Close the browser from the task bar or the task manager.
4. Reboot your computer by turning it off and back on.
5. If all else fails, take the computer to an authorized computer store.

Pop-up Technology
But how do scammers get the targets’ computers to freeze up and display the blue screen of death?
There are a few ways:
Software download. When computer users click on an ad for free software, such as “Free PC Cleaner,”
they might also be sent malware. “The software can be programmed so that every two hours, a pop-up
will appear telling you how badly infected your computer is,” says Jeffrey (a fake name), a boiler-room
technician who provided testimony to the government about tech scams.
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«Malvertising». Malware sometimes gets built into ads that may look benign but actually contain “cloaker»
programs — «a piece of software that hides your true ad,» Jeffrey says. Scammers apply to an online
platform with a legitimate-sounding ad. However, «they use a cloaker to cover up the real ad,» Jeffrey says.
So unbeknownst to the online platform or the user, a fake blue screen shows up on the computer.
Bogus websites. Scammers also will purchase thousands of domain names that are misspellings of common
websites (for example, Twwitter.com). This is called domain squatting or typo squatting. When you
inadvertently misspell the web address, you are taken to a scam site that will redirect you to a tech support
scam.

A Shockingly Pervasive Problem
Nick Nikiforakis, assistant professor of computer science at Stony Brook University in New York, recently
co-published a study that found close to 9,000 domain names that were affiliated with tech scams on the
web. “This approach of luring people in with fake domain names and pop-ups is one of the hottest scams
on the web right now,” he says.
The Client Care Experts case was one of a dozen actions brought during the past three years by the Florida
attorney general’s office. Officials say Client Care took in more than $25 million from 100,000 victims
before it was shut down. Law enforcement officials say that shutting these companies down is like playing
a game of whack-a-mole — one bogus firm closes, and many of the employees just go to work for another
company.
A recent Microsoft study showed that a whopping 4 out of 5 Americans reported having had some contact
with a tech-support scam. More than a third continued interacting with the fraudulent organization, and
about 1 in 5 lost money.

Altar Flowers
Please look at the Flower Calendar at the top of the main staircase and choose a date that
you would like to place flowers on the Altar. Fill in your name and give me a call so that I
can notate the details of what you want. As the Spring progresses and you have flowers in
your garden please contact me if you want to bring fresh flowers for the Altar.

Celebration and Remembrance Flowers
$15

Loose Seasonal Bouquet

$25

Professional Arrangement

Fresh Flowers from your garden
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Please call Lori Taylor at 508-643-0705
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CLASSIFIDES		

CLASSIFIDES

WANTED

CLASSIFIDES

CLASSIFIDES

HELP WANTED

Have you noticed a property issue here at All Saints or
FLAT SCREEN TV WELCOMED. To be used
do you feel something is not being taken care of as well
for Christian Education programs and for our
as it should be? If you do please let our Jr. Warden,
younger youth during worship times. A diagonal
Carol Leonard know. Drop her a note of call her with
measurement of at least 43
your thoughts. If we don’t know about what is needed,
inches and no larger than 55
it can’t be addresssed. Thank you for your assistance.
inches would be best for our
PRINTER NEEDED
space. For more information
or donation of, please see Do you have a printer hanging around that you or your
Carol Leonard.
child no longer needs ? Well then, a fellow parishioner
is in need of one. Please bring it to the church any
~ THANK YOU ~
Sunday and call the office phone number to let us
know it is there. Be sure to put a note on it telling us
Thank You !
what operating system you used it with. Thank you.
Helpers for the 2017 SuperKids© at Balfour

Riverwalk in Attleboro...
On-Site Team Members:
Craig Vickerman, Ray Merigold, Michael Brousseau,
Christine Brousseau, Ben Litchfield, Alana Ward, Trish
Brousseau and Kelly MacDonald
Other Support:
Gerrie Amato-Youlden - food acquisition and team,
Lynn Litchfield - costumes & team, Annie Hansen publicity & team, Ruby Brough - prayer and Michael
Young - publicity posters & flyers

FOR SALE
1999
GMC
Suburban:
Runs Good, great first time
vehicle for neewer driver.
200K miles, tires are in
good shape. $1500. or B/O
Condition as is. please
contact Mike Young or the
Church Office.

