THE BENEDICTION:
THE PRESENTATION: I now introduce to you… (the bride and
groom should decide and make know to the pastor, prior to
the rehearsal, how they would like to be called. This may also
include: “You may now kiss your bride.”

AND THE TWO
SHALL BECOME ONE

THE RECESSIONAL: Musical selections available from the Music
Director.

A FINAL NOTE: The enclosed form must be turned into the New
Hope church office as soon as possible, along with the $25
deposit to hold the date and time.

New Hope Lutheran Church
3232 Port Sheldon Street
Hudsonville, MI 49426
616-669-2790
www.nhlchurch.org
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AND THE TWO
SHALL BECOME ONE
Weddings at New Hope Lutheran Church

AN OPENING WORD ON WEDDINGS & MARRIAGE:
The wedding service which you are anticipating is different
from many other wedding services, in that it is a Christian
wedding. The very fact that you are reading this indicates your
concern is for a Christian wedding.
While the marital union of a man and a woman is a gift that the
LORD God gives to all of humanity, a Christian wedding and a
Christian marriage additionally asks for the blessing of the
church and the ongoing care of both the pastor and the
community of believers in the local church.
‘Marriage is an honorable estate, it is not to be entered into
lightly and unadvisedly, but reverently, deliberately, and in
accordance with the purposes for which it was instituted by
God.” It is therefore the responsibility of the pastor of New
Hope to take seriously the preparation and care of the couple
seeking to be married – that God may be glorified in their
engagement, in the wedding, and in the their marriage.
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day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in
sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until death parts
us, and I pledge you my faithfulness.
I take you, (name), to be my wife (husband), and I pledge
before God and these witnesses here present to be your faithful
husband (wife), to share with you in plenty and in want, in joy
and sorrow, in sickness and in health, to forgive and strengthen
you and to join with you that together we may serve God and
others as long as we both shall live.
I, (name), take you, (name), to be my wife (husband), and these
things I promise before God and these witnesses: I will be
faithful to you and honest with you, I will respect and trust you,
I will help and care for you, I will share my life with you, I will
forgive you as we have been forgiven by Christ Jesus, and I will
try with you to better understand ourselves, the world, and our
Lord; through the best and the worst of what is to come, as
long as we both shall live.
THE EXCHANGE OF RINGS
THE MARRIAGE BLESSING
THE DECLARATION
UNITY CANDLE OPTION #2: The bride and groom each take
their respective candles (lit by the moms/parents earlier) and
light the unity candle. Then they extinguish the individual
tapers. ( If the moms/parents have not earlier lit the tapers, the
bride and groom can first light them from the altar candles.)
THE MARRIAGE PRAYERS:
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UNITY CANDLE OPTION #1: Note: It there is a Unity Candle
ceremony in the service, one option would be to have the two
mothers (or four parents, etc.) light the two individual tapers
anchoring the unity candle, symbolizing both their gift of life to
the couple, and their blessing in the union of man and wife –
the two becoming one.
THE SCRIPTURE READINGS: Any appropriate Scripture may be
read. The most common are:
- The Old Testament: Genesis 2:18-24
- The Epistle: Ephesians 5:1-2,21-33
- The Gospel: Matthew 19:4-6
THE WEDDING MESSAGE:
THE DECLARATION OF INTENT:
- Pastor: (Groom) will you have this woman to be your
wife; to live with her in holy marriage according to the
Word of God? Will you love her, comfort her, honor
her, and keep her in sickness and in health and,
forsaking all others, be husband to her as long as you
both shall live?
- Groom: I will!
- Pastor: (Bride) will you have this man to bbe your
husband; to live with him in holy marriage according
to the Word of God? Will you love him, comfort him,
honor him, obey him, and keep him in sickness and in
health and, forsaking all others, be wife to him as long
as you both shall live?
- Bride: I will!
VOW OPTIONS: The three most common exchanges:
I, (name), in the presence of God and these witnesses, take you,
(name), to be my wife (husband), to have and to hold from this
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WEDDING PLANS & PASTORAL CARE:
A couple wanting to be married at New Hope Lutheran Church
must contact the pastor for a personal conversation before
making any firm arrangements concerning their wedding.
Dates and times for the wedding and the rehearsal should be
made well in advance and appropriate deposits and forms
must be completed before your date and times are secured.
Couples desiring to be married at New Hope are expected to:
1. Have an initial meeting with the pastor covering a
variety of topics, yet primary to it will be this question:
Are the couple’s lives & intentions and the church’s
theology & understanding of a Christian life in accord?
2. Attend adult instruction classes (If not members
already). Adult information classes are required so that
you might understand the theology of our life and
worship as the context of the Christian marriage. This
does not mean that you are required to join New Hope
Lutheran Church, but it is necessary that you
understand the Lutheran faith. This is very important
since you will be making your vows before the LORD,
and the wedding service reflects our theology.
3. Attend church weekly, receiving (if you become
members), the Lord’s Supper frequently.
4. Attend pre-marital counseling with pastor (6-12 hours
with the pastor in the months prior to the wedding).
Note: Though early on dates and times will be placed on the
calendar, it is living out the above 4 values that secures them.
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AN ACT OF WORSHIP:
The Christian wedding service is an act of worship. It is a
ceremony in which Christians come together, with the bride
and groom, to offer special thanks and praise, and to ask the
LORD’s blessings upon the bridal couple’s life together as
husband and wife.
As bride and groom, you have particular reason for
thanksgiving. It is God who will unite you as husband and wife.
And it is God who has give you an example of perfect marriage
in the relationship between His Son, Jesus, and His Church, us.
But the Christian congregation gathered with you on your
wedding day also has reason to thank and praise God on your
behalf. Here the congregation of the “saint on earth” joins with
you, asking the Lord’s blessings upon this new family. For both
of you and for those gathered with you, the Christian marriage
is, first of all, an act of worship.

WORSHIP AS A PUBLIC ACT OF THE CONGREGATION:
The wedding service you are planning is a part of the public
ministry of the local congregation, and the pastor is functioning
in his role as pastor of the church.
As part of the public ministry, the church has a responsibility to
see that this service is carried out in a reverent and dignified
manner, and is in harmony with the principles of Christian
worship – focus on our loving God.
The wedding service, therefore, is more than simply the bride
and groom offering their worship. It is an opportunity for all
present to worship God, share in your joy, and offer prayer on
your behalf. The entire church shares in this joyful celebration.
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half way down aisle. Groomsman escorts bridesmaid to
altar.
4. Groomsman enters the sanctuary from side entrance,
processes down side aisle and pauses at aisle near altar.
Bridesmaid enters the sanctuary alone and processes
toward altar. Groomsman meets bridesmaid at altar
step.
THE GIVING OF THE BRIDE OPTION: (i.e. “Who gives this
woman to be married to this mand?) This is most appropriate
at this location; however, a PARENTAL BLESSING OPTION is
also available and is usually situated following the INTROIT
PSALM. You may also choose to include both.
THE INVOCATION/WELCOME:
THE PURPOSE: “We are gathered here in the sight of God and
of His Church to witness and bless the joining together of this
man and this woman in holy marriage…”
THE INTORIT PSALM: Typically Psalm 100
THE PARENTAL BLESSING OPTION: All parents rise together
and join in the blessing and commitment of the marriage:
- Pastor: Do you give your consent and approval to this
marriage?
- Parents: We do.
- Pastor: Will you, as parents, support, encourage, and
strengthen (groom and bride) in their marriage,
remembering at all times that God wants them to live
in obedience to His holy ordinance until death parts
them
- Parents: We will.
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THE WEDDING SERVICE
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC: Selections are available with the Minister
Director. Because this is a worship service to the Glory of God,
all music must be approved by the Music Director and/or the
pastor.
Music – instrumentals, solos, and/or hymns may appear, if
desired, at various locations throughout the service. Their
appropriateness and location are at the discretion of the pastor
and/or the Music Director.
PROCESSIONAL: This music covers the entrance of the wedding
party to the foot of the altar. Music selections are available
with the Church Music Director. A great variety of processional
music is appropriate and available. “The Wedding March”
(Here comes the bride…), however, is an inappropriate
selection for Christ-centered worship due to its history, lyrics,
and original intent as a mockery of Christ.
PROCESSIONAL OPTIONS:
1. Wedding party (bridesmaids and groomsmen) process
together from the narthex (church lobby).
2. Bridesmaid enters the sanctuary (church proper) alone,
and pauses at the rear of the sanctuary. Groomsman
enters side entrance and processes along back wall to
escort the bridesmaid down center aisle.
3. Groomsman enters the sanctuary from side entrance,
processes down side aisle and pauses at center aisle
near altar. Bridesmaid enters sanctuary alone and
processes toward altar. Groomsman meets bridesmaid
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THE FOCUS OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE:
The object of worship for Christians is always the LORD God.
He comes to us through the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ – who
gave His life for us, rose from the dead in victory over satan,
sin, and death. And He is with us in His Word and by His Holy
Spirit.
We therefore worship Him with our prayers and praise and join
with all believers in asking that He continue to bless us for the
sake of His Son, Jesus Christ. Thus, at the center of every
worship service, including the wedding service, we fix our eyes
on Jesus – the author and perfecter of our faith (Hebrews 2:2).
This means that in the wedding service the attention of all
present is to be focused on Jesus. As important as the bride
and groom are, all planning for the wedding service must be
made so that nothing detracts from that central focus.
It is easy for other things to assume the most important place
in the ceremony; it may be the music, flowers, wedding gown,
or the actions of the wedding party or even guests.
Where does this leave us? It leaves us with the knowledge and
commitment that the pastor and the bride and groom will
jointly commit to keep Christ the focus.
By extension, the reading of Scripture, the wedding message,
any music that is used, and the prayers that are offered to God
in this service will all be centered on the Love that Jesus has
shown to His people and their response to His love.
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MUSIC FOR THE WEDDING:
In thinking through the music for the wedding, keep in mind
that Christian worship is Jesus-centered. You are coming into
the house of God to ask His blessing on you and your life
together as husband and wife. All of the music in your wedding
should reflect this theme. Whether you choose to use organ
music, piano, soloists, hymns, or instrumentalists, it should be
remembered that the purpose of the music is to praise God
and to ask His blessings upon all who are gathered in His
house.
Most couples select specific music to be used during the
processional and recessional, and specific hymns or solos to be
sung at different times during the ceremony.
The pastor requests that you set up an appointment with the
Music Director so that together you can select music that will
be in keeping with the service in God’s house. At this meeting
you will determine what forms of music you want to use in
your ceremony. Then together you will select the particular
pieces that you desire and place them in the service. You may
choose music which will be performed at this meeting. If a
guest organist or musician is desired, this should also be
cleared through the pastor at your earliest convenience.
Finally, it should also be stated here that certain music, often
heard at weddings, is not appropriate for a wedding in the
house of God. While a great variety of music may be used,
music that draws attention away from God and simply toward
the couple, or music simply designed to show off the virtuosity
of the musician, and the like, are out of place. The organist will
work with you so that the music will give glory to God. Final
questions and determinations will be made by the pastor.
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MISCELLANEOUS DETAILS:
-

If there are some aspects of your wedding service that
you are interested in doing differently, by all means, ask
the pastor. It is possible to change a variety of aspects
without changing the Christ-centered focus.

-

The bride and her attendants may dress at home or in
the church’s south room. If not dressing at the church,
you should all gather in the south room upon arrival.

-

Photographers and videographers should check with
the pastor prior to the beginning of the service. There
are to be no flash pictures taken from the time the
pastor begins the ceremony with the Invocation,
through to the Benediction.

-

Concerning worship folders: New Hope will gladly print
your wedding worship folders. You will be responsible
to purchase appropriate covers or cover paper. Please
bring the folders to the church office one week prior to
the wedding, along with pertinent information that you
would desire to include. Most couples prefer to include
the names of parents, attendants, and participants on
the back page. A list of those names, printed exactly
how you would wish them to appear is needed.

-

All wedding fees and compensations are to be paid in
cash. Please use separate envelopes indicating the
name/title of the recipient. Envelopes must be
submitted to the church office, along with the
marriage license, on the Monday prior to the wedding.
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