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THE DAY OF BAPTISM 
In making arrangements for your child’s baptism, you are 
following the command of Jesus to “go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them…”. You also trust his promise “he 
that believes and is baptized will be saved”. It is good that you 
have shown concern for the spiritual rebirth and growth of 
your child, for it is through baptism that he/she also becomes a 
child of God through faith. 

 
A few simple suggestions to make the day pleasant and 
meaningful to you: 
 

1. Try to arrive at least 15 minutes before the service. 
Together with the sponsors, please let the pastor know 
you have arrived. 

2. The baptism normally takes place after the prayer of 
the day, early in the service. 

3. Toward the end of a baptismal hymn verse, an elder will 
direct the sponsors and parents to the font. It is 
suggested that you take the worship insert with you so 
that you may follow along and know when to respond 
to the questions which will be asked. 

4. In the baptismal ceremony, a question will be asked of 
the parents and sponsors in which you indicate your 
willingness to follow the baptism by teaching the child 
God’s Word and bring him/her up as a Christian. 

5. The Rite of Holy Baptism is found on pages 121-125 in 
the front of the hymnal, Lutheran Book of Worship. 

6. The baptism itself consists of water being poured over 
the child’s head in the name of the Triune God. After 
the blessing and welcome, sponsors and parents may 
return to their seats. 

7. Before you leave, be sure you have the certificate, 
along with the mementos for the sponsors. 
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THE DAWN OF NEW LIFE 
WITH GOD 

 

Baptism at New Hope Lutheran Church 
 
 
 
GOD’S GIFTS IN YOUR FAMILY: 
 
God has been good to you as new parents, placing a precious 
life under your care. This child will be depending on you for 
many years to provide food, clothing, shelter, guidance, and a 
host of other things too numerous to list. 
 
We at New Hope would dearly like to help you as your child 
grows to meet your increased responsibilities for this new life. 
Your child is entirely dependent upon your help for him or her 
to come to know, receive, and live in the love of Christ Jesus. 
 
To help you with your Call to be Christian parents, New Hope 
stands ready as a worship family to pray for you and your child, 
to provide you with the spiritual nourishment you need, to 
nurture your faith in sound, Scriptural Bible studies, and to 
serve you in your child’s education. 
 
We understand our Call to be partners with you in bringing 
your child to a knowledge of forgiveness and salvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ. This care begins with Holy Baptism. 
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A CALL TO CHRISTIAN SPONSORS: 
 
During the Baptism, the sponsors will be required to respond 
to certain questions that confirm the common belief in the 
nature and purpose of Baptism (The ‘WHY’ and the ‘WHAT’ of 
Baptism found on p. 3-5). They will be expected to confess: 
 

1. Faith in the Triune God, who has revealed Himself as 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19-20). 
 

2. An understanding of Baptism as a way in which the Holy 
Spirit makes the blessings of forgiveness, life, and 
salvation our own (Means of Grace). 

 
3. That through Baptism the child receives and possesses 

saving faith (1 Peter 3:21; Acts 22:16; Acts 2:38-39; 
Mark 16:16). 
 

4. That through Baptism the child renounces the devil and 
all his wicked works (Gal. 3:26-27). 
 

5. A willingness to remind the child of his or her Baptism 
and remember your child in their prayers. 
 

6. A willingness that in the case of an emergency, they will 
insure the Christian training of your child on your 
behalf. 

 
Talk to those you consider mature enough to take on this 
responsibility soon, and may God bless you in this very 
important choice. 
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GOD’S CALL TO YOU AS A CHRISTIAN PARENT: 
 
Baptism is the beginning of God’s action in a person’s life. But 
what follows Baptism is just as important. God’s saving action 
is always to be followed by growth in the grace and knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18).  
 
New life is fed. And new life grows. 
 
The life giving Baptism of a child must be followed by Christian 
nourishment which then leads to growth in Christ (Col. 2:6-7).  

 
The Lord has provided for such nurture of infants primarily 
through parents, and especially under the spiritual leadership 
and direction of fathers (Ephesians 6:4). 
 
The best time to plan your child’s baptism is the months before 
he or she is born. During this time, you many consider the 
importance of choosing mature, Christian sponsors to assist 
you in the Christian training of your child. This important 
responsibility is not commanded or called for in the Bible. Yet, 
it can be a great blessing to your child in his or her life of faith.  
 
Take time to choose the person or persons that share your 
faith in Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and who 
believe as you do about the nature and purpose of Baptism. 
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WHY BAPTIZE: 
 
Simply put: We are Baptized because Jesus has commanded it. 
After Jesus’ death on the cross to wash away our sin and His 
resurrection from the grave Jesus came to his disciples and 
said: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations; baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
WHAT BAPTISM GIVES TO US: 
 
In Romans 6:1-11, St. Paul graphically depicts the gift of 
baptism. God’s Word works in and through the water of 
Baptism and we are: 
 

1. “Crucified together with Christ Jesus” (v.6). Through 
our baptism, the penalty of our sins was paid by Jesus 
Christ (Isaiah 53:5). He took them all up to the cross, 
and delivered us (Matthew 20:28) from the wages of 
our sins (Romans 6:23). “For God made Him who had 
no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him, we might become 
the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
 

2. “Baptized into Christ’s death” (v. 3). He suffered the 
eternal death for us on the cross. Through our baptism, 
the eternal benefits of Christ’s death are credited to us. 
“Just as sin entered the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and in this way death came to all 
men, because all sinned… just as sin reigned in death, 
so also grace might reign through righteousness to 
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bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Romans 5:12, 21). 

 
3. “Buried with Christ into death” (v.4). Through our 

baptism, the sting of death is buried with Christ, for 
“death has been swallowed up in victory… ‘Where, O 
death, is your sting?’ The sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”  
(1 Corinthians 15:54-57). 
 

4. “Raised to New Life to the glory of God the Father” 
(v.4). Through baptism, God imparts the new life 
necessary for entrance into His kingdom (“No one can 
enter the Kingdom of God unless He is born of water 
and the Spirit”, John 3:5-6), “putting on the new man, 
created to be like God in true righteousness and 
holiness” (Ephesians 4:24). 
 

5. “United with Jesus in His Resurrection” (v.5). We are 
given the assurance that in the end we will see God 
face to face (Revelation 22:4) with our own eyes (Job 
19:27) and we are assured we will be with Him forever 
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 
 

6. “Freed from sin” (v.7). Although all have sinned and 
fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23), including 
infants (who too are sinful- Psalm 51:5; 58:3; Genesis 
8:21; Job 14:4), God has redeemed us from the curse of 
sin, by taking the curse of sin upon himself (Galatians 
3:13) and freeing us, through the faith given us in 
baptism, from the bondage to sin (John 8:31-36). 
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A LARGER PICTURE OF BAPTISM: 
 
Matthew 28 and Romans 6 tell us a great deal about Baptism.  
Yet several of the New Testament authors tell us a great deal 
more: 
 
Baptism Saves! (1 Peter 3:21) 
Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a 
removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a 
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
 
Baptism is a New Covering! (Galatians 3:27) 
When Adam and Eve first fell into sin several things happened. 
First, in the shame of their sins they covered themselves with 
fig-leaves (hardly a good covering). Second, they hid from God.  
And third, they refused to take responsibility for their sin. 
 
We continue to see this pattern at work in our world and at a 
personal level in our own lives: Guilt leads to shame. Shame 
leads to hiding. And when our hiding places are threatened we 
go on the offensive and blame others instead of taking 
responsibility ourselves. But Christ reverses this deadly pattern 
by his sacrifice on the cross and give us the benefits in Baptism! 
 
for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ (Galatians 3:27). 
 
Our guilt is covered over. The hiding and blame that lead to 
isolation and death stop, and all of it is a precious free gift to 
you and your child through Baptism! On account of this we at 
New Hope look forward to the upcoming Baptism as God’s 
great gift to your child and an ongoing witness of what the Lord 
has accomplished in our lives as well through this same gift of 
Baptism! 


