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“Now	faith	is	the	assurance	of	things	hoped	for,	
the	conviction	of	things	not	yet	seen.”

Hebrews	11:1

CHRISTMAS	2016

Dear	Family	of	New	Hope,

You’ve	heard	it	said	before,	Faith	is	blind!	While	it	is	true	that	some	faith	is	blind,	this	is	not	a	good	descriptor	
of	the	Christian	faith,	or	you	as	disciples	of	Jesus.	The	writer	to	the	Hebrews	wrote:	Now	faith	is	the	assurance	
of	things	hoped	for,	the	conviction	of	things	not	yet	seen	(11:1).	It	is	true	that	the	hoped	for	things	are	still	out	
of	our	sight,	but	that	doesn’t	mean	that	we	are	blind.	For	the	Holy	Spirit	opens	our	eyes	to	see	Christ	fully!	And	
it	is	also	true	that	we	have	the	assurance	of	things	hoped	for	because	our	eyes	that	are	opened	see	God’s	
activity	in	the	past!

This	Advent,	on	both	Sundays	and	Wednesdays,	we	will	be	following	through	Hebrews	11	&	12.	These	are	the	
great	chapters	on	faith	and	through	it	we	will	be	invited	in	faith	to	see	again	God’s	gracious	actions	in	the	past,	
to	trust	his	promises	for	the	future,	and	to	follow	him	in	the	present.	

So	attend.	Let	us	be	devoted	together	to	this	season	we	enter.	Attend	worship	on	Sundays.	Attend	worship	on	
Wednesdays	(and	eat	dinner	before	hand	at	6p).	O	come	let	us	worship	the	Lord!									+	Pastor	David



calendars
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NOVEMBER:
•Sun.	11/20:	Education	Hour	@	9a.	Worship	@	10:15a

•Sun.	11/20:	Congregational	Meeting	@	11:30a	(p3)

•Sun.	11/20:	Youth	Bake	‘N	Rake	from	3-6:30p	@	NHL	(p4)

•Wed.	11/23:	7-7:40p	Thanksgiving	Eve	Worship.	7:40p	Pie	Fellowship!!!	(p4)

•Sun.	11/27:	10:15a	Worship	(NO	EDUCATION	HOUR	AT	9A)

•Sun.	11/27:	11:30a	Decoration	of	Sanctuary	for	Advent	&	Christmas!	Snacks	&	Beverages	provided	(p4)

•Mon.	11/28:	NHL	Elders	Meeting	@	7p

•Wed.	11/30:	Advent	Dinner	(Pastor’s	Pancakes	&	Sausage)	@	6-6:45.	Advent	Worship	@	7p	(p1)

DECEMBER:
•Thur.	12/1:	Mom’s	In	Prayer	(Georgetown	Elementary	Moms)	@	9:30a

•Sun.	12/4:	Education	Hour	@	9a.	Worship	@	10:15a

•Sun.	12/4:	College	Care	Kit	Packing!	11:30a	(p4)

•Wed.	12/7:	Men’s	Bible	Study	@	6:20a

•Wed.	12/7:	Advent	Dinner	(Italian	Food)	@	6-6:45.	Advent	Worship	@	7p	(p1)

•Thur.	12/8:	Women’s	Bible	Study	@	9:30a

•Sun.	12/11:	Education	Hour	@	9a.	Worship	@	10:15a	-	KIDS	CHRISTMAS	PROGRAM!

•Wed.	12/14:	Advent	Dinner	(Baked	Potato	&	Soup	Bar)	@	6-6:45.	Advent	Worship	@	7p	(p1)

•Thur.	12/15:	Mom’s	In	Prayer	(Georgetown	Elementary	Moms)	@	9:30a

•Thur.	12/15:	Retirees	&	Friends	Bible	Study	&	Lunch	@	11a	-	Bring	Food	to	Pass!

•Sun.	12/18:	Education	Hour	@	9a.	Worship	@	10:15a

•Sun.	12/18:	Youth	Christmas	Party	&	Servant	Project	@	3p	@	NHL	(p4)

•Wed.	12/21:	Men’s	Bible	Study	@	6:20a

Sat.	12/24:	Christmas	Eve	Worship	@	4p	&	6p

Sun.	12/25:	Brief	Christmas	Day	Worship		@	10:15a	
&	Christmas	Caroling	at	Nursing	Home	@	10:45a

FOR A COMPLETE AND ALWAYS UP-TO-DATE CALENDAR GO TO:
WWW.NHLCHURCH.ORG



life together
Building Expansion Update
New	Hope	Family,	it	is	the	hope	of	the	New	Hope	Council	&	Elders	that	at	our	congregational	meeting	on	
11/20/2016	we	will	have	everything	needed	to	make	a	decision	on	whether	to	move	forward,	and	if	so,	when.
Here	is	a	rundown	of	much	of	what	has	led	to	this	moment:

• In	early	2016	we	exceeded	our	fundraising	goal	of	$100,000	toward	the	cost	of	expansion	[25%	of	the	
estimated	building	cost	in	2012].

• Having	met	this	goal,	in	May	2016,	the	voters	approved	going	forward	with	having	blue	prints	prepared	
and	requesting	an	updated	building	cost	estimate.

• In	June	2016,	a	meeting	was	held	with	the	architect	to	outline	the	steps	necessary	for	getting	the	blue	
prints	and	cost	estimate	completed,	beginning	with	updating	the	2012	floor	plan.

• In	July	2016,	the	architect	presented	an	updated	rendering	of	the	floor	plan	for	review/approval.
• The	building	committee	reviewed	the	updated	floor	plan,	and	following	discussion	with	various	church	
boards,	revisions	were	proposed.

• The	revised	floor	plan	was	reviewed	by	the	committee	in	August	and	a	few	minor	revisions	were	
requested.

• On	September	29	the	committee	met,	reviewed,	and	approved	the	updated,	proposed	floor	plan.	
• The	next	step	was	to	meet	with	the	architect	and	engineer(s)	to	provide	more	detailed	information	for	
development	of	the	blue	prints.	This	also	took	place.

• It	is	our	hope	to	have	the	blueprints,	and	bring	the	estimated	construction	cost	to	the	11/20/2016	
congregational	meeting	(after	worship)	to	make	further	decisions	as	a	church.	So	please	do	come	to	this	
meeting!

Congregational Meeting
This	Sunday	(11/20/2016),	directly	after	worship,	we	will	be	having	one	of	our	two	annual	congregational	
meetings	called	for	by	our	constitution.	Along	with	a	normal	pastor’s	report	and	stewardship	report,	will	be	
the	proposed	2017	Budget.	Additionally,	as	stated	above,	we	have	a	report	on	the	Building	Expansion	plans,	
and	will	hopefully	have	in	our	hands	a	building	cost	estimate	with	which	we	can	make	further	decisions.	
Please	do	come	to	worship,	and	remain	for	the	meeting.	I	am	so	very	proud	at	how	we	carry	out	our	
congregational	meetings,	and	I	am	very	thankful	for	the	participation	of	God’s	people	at	New	Hope	in	those	
meetings.	Childcare	will	be	provided,	and	we	will	do	our	very	best	to	be	efficient	with	your	time.	+	Pastor

Thanksgiving Eve Worship & Pie Fellowship!!!
We	not	only	celebrate	Thanksgiving	with	our	families,	but	we	also	gather	together	the	night	before	to	give	our	
Lord	God	thanks.	Please	join	us	at	7p	on	Wednesday,	Nov.	23,	for	a	brief	40	minute	service.	And	then	stick	
around	for	our	first	ever	New	Hope	Thanksgiving	Eve	Worship	Pie	Fellowship!

Christmas Decorating
It’s	about	lme	to	decorate	your	homes	for	Christmas.	And,	its	nearly	lme	to	do	the	same	here	at	Church.	So,	
slck	around	amer	worship	on	Sunday,	November	27	to	give	a	hand.	Together	we	can	get	the	work	done	
quickly	as	we	enjoy	fellowship	with	each	other.	Snacks	and	beverages	will	be	provided. p. 5



christmas day

NEW HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
3232	Port	Sheldon	Street
Hudsonville,	MI	49426

Yes it’s true! We do have Christmas Eve Worship at both 4p & 6p on Dec. 24.

And, yes it’s also true that we have worship on Christmas Day - Sunday - also!

But hear this. It will be different. We will gather at 10:15a. We will sing some 
Christmas songs, hear a Christmas Day reading, hear a quick reflection, and 
pray - 25 minutes max! And then...

And then we will get in our cars and head 2 miles down the road to the Laurels 
Nursing Home of Hudsonville. There we will read the story for them of the birth 
of Jesus and we will sing Christmas Carols. So come on out. For we will worship...

And on Christmas Day we will serve our neighbors 
with the Good News of Jesus on Christmas Day!



youth & family
Bake ‘N Rake
This	Sunday	(11/20/2016),	we	have	our	next	youth	event,	starting	at	3p.	But	all	of	New	Hope	is	invited	to	
participate	before	hand!	How	so?

New	Hope	members	are	invited	to	bake	cookies	over	the	weekend,	and	bring	them	to	
worship	on	Sunday.	In	particular,	we	are	asking	for	sugar	cookies,	chocolate	chip	cookies,	
and	oatmeal-raisin	cookies.		In	all	cases	we	are	asking	that	you	do	not	include	nuts.	What	
will	we	be	doing	with	these	cookies?

On	Sunday	afternoon	all	youth,	and	their	families,	are	invited	to	come	to	church	at	3p	and	
bring	as	many	rakes	as	you	have.	Together	we	will	be	visiting	our	neighbors	right	here	next	
to	church.	We	will	be	taking	them	plates	of	cookies,	and	will	be	offering	to	rake	their	
leaves.	After	all,	it’s	a	good	old	fashioned	‘Bake	‘N	Rake’!

Afterward	we	will	come	back	here	to	church	and	enjoy	a	baked-potato-bar	dinner.	Again,	this	is	for	youth,	and	
all	of	their	family	members	who	participate.	We	thank	you	in	advance	for	your	participation!

College Student Care Packages
On	Sunday,	December	4,	after	worship,	our	youth	will	be	leading	a	‘College	Student	Care	Package’	packing	

party.	What	does	this	entail?

Basically	we	are	setting	out	to	fill	9	shoeboxes	full	of	goodies	and	notes	for	our	9	college	
students	here	at	New	Hope.	Again,	we	are	inviting	you	to	participate	with	us.

Please	consider	bringing	some	goodies	(home-made	or	store	bought)	to	be	split	up	
between	the	care	packages.	On	that	Sunday,	we	hope	you	will	also	consider	writing	a	

personal	note	to,	or	signing	the	card	provided	for,	each	of	the	students.

Youth Christmas Party
The	youth	Christmas	party	will	be	on	Sunday,	December	18,	at	3p	here	at	
NHL.	We’ve	got	three	attractions	in	one	event.	First	off,	we	will	be	
performing	a	service	project	for	New	Hope.	We	will	be	making	luminaries	
that	will	be	used	down	the	drive	and	along	Port	Sheldon	on	Christmas	
Eve!	This	is	going	to	be	a	fun	project!

Second,	we	will	be	having	a	pizza	party	together!	What’s	a	youth	
gathering	without	some	great	food?

Third,	we	will	be	having	a	‘White	Elephant	Gift	Exchange.’	Basically	you	will	be	bringing	a	funny	gift	all	
wrapped	up,	and	the	craziness	will	only	begin	there!	(More	info	to	come!).	So	put	it	all	on	the	calendar	and	
we’ll	plan	to	see	you	then!

p. 3



life together
Children’s Christmas Program
The	Kids’	Christmas	program	will	be	Sunday,	December	11,	during	the	10:15a	worship	service!	Preschool	
through	8th	graders	will	be	singing,	sharing	speaking	parts,	performing	musically,	and	ushering.	Every	role	is	
important!	We	will	be	having	group	practices	during	the	entire	Sunday	School	time	(9-10a)	on	December	4	
and	11	to	make	sure	we	are	ready!	All	children	are	invited	to	participate	-	that	means	newcomers	too!
Please	see	Megan	Rufner	with	any	questions	you	may	have.

Nursery News
There	are	two	items	to	share	with	you	about	the	nursery.	First,	as	is	often	the	case,	we	are	eager	to	get	new	
help	in	the	nursery	on	Sunday	mornings	during	worship.	Whether	you	are	a	parent	looking	to	take	a	turn	
helping,	or	you	just	want	to	help,	we	want	to	receive	your	help!	You	can	see	the	sign-up	board	at	the	back	of	
church	for	available	Sundays.	Second,	the	nursery	is	looking	for	some	toy	donations.	If	you	have	any	toys	in	
excellent	condition	and	your	are	looking	for	them	to	find	a	new	home,	please	consider	donating	them	to	the	
New	Hope	nursery!

Sunday School Offerings
Sunday	school	offerings	are	again	being	collected	by	our	Sunday	school	children.	If	your	family	is	in	need	of	
envelopes	please	contact	Suzanne	in	the	officer	during	the	week,	or	let	Kelly	Nichols	know.	Our	Sunday	school	
offering	goes	toward	helping	our	friends	in	Lestage,	Haiti.	Since	the	hurricane,	needs	are	increasing	and	we	
would	like	to	help.	New	Hope	has	a	mission	team	leaving	at	the	end	of	this	year	and	we	would	love	to	help	
with	some	of	the	needed	supplies	that	they	will	be	taking.

Haiti
On	Thursday,	December	29,	a	team	of	11	people	is	headed	again	to	Haiti.	The	team	is	made	
up	of	4	people	from	New	Hope	(including	pastor),	2	people	from	St.	Matthew	-	
Grand	Rapids	(including	Rev.	Rob	Appold),	and	5	people	from	St.	Paul	-	Caro,	MI.	
Together	we	will	again	visit	Lestage,	Haiti	and	return	on	Saturday,	January	7.	

What	exactly	will	we	be	doing?	In	actuality,	we	are	headed	there	with	a	handful	of	goals:

• 	We	go	to	take	supplies!	11	people	can	take	22	suitcases,	most	of	which	will	contain	needed	things	by	
our	friends	there;	from	seeds,	to	health	kits,	to	medication,	to	tarps,	etc.

• 	We	go	to	be	an	encouragement	to	Pastor	Touloute,	and	the	people	of	Lestage
• 	We	go	to	show	the	two	participants	from	St.	Matthew	-	Grand	Rapids	what	we	have	been	able	to	
accomplish	with	St.	Paul	-	Caro,	and	with	Pastor	Touloute,	in	Lestage.	Namely,	our	long-term	partnership	
with	them	has	led	to	the	construction	of	the	new	church	in	Lestage.	Presently	that	includes	the	
foundation	and	walls.	It	is	hopeful	that	they	will	begin	to	support	another	nearby	congregation.

• We	go	to	take	more	funds	for	the	construction,	and	hopefully	to	see	the	beginning	of	the	construction	of	
the	roof	of	the	church	in	Lestage.

• We	go	to	encourage	the	people	of	Lestage,	to	lead	further	training	for	their	elders,	and	to	both	lead	and	
participate	in	daily	worship.

Please	keep	our	team	in	your	prayers.	Thank	you	for	all	support.	We	can’t	wait	to	share	more	upon	our	return!
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