
 
 
SERMON NOTES   07/05/20 

‘DECLARING OUR IN DEPENDENCE’ 

A DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE … & DEPENDENCE 
 
    
 
 
 

AFTER ALMOST 250 YEARS, HOW ARE WE DOING?  
 
    
 
 
 

ONE NATION UNDER GOD?  
 
    
 
 

 

UNLESS YOU REPENT… 
 
    
 
 

UNLESS GOD INTERVENES… 
 
    
 
 

PLEDGING OUR ALLEGIANCE… 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

New Hope Lutheran Church 
July 5, 2020 

Loved by God in Christ. Growing & Going. 
 

 

 



    +WORSHIP AT NEW HOPE+ 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

                                      +DECLARING OUR IN-DEPENDANCE+ 
 

P All over this land, Your family gathers to worship You. 
C We acknowledge You as God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

P O God, our Creator: 
C Be present to bless us. 
 

P O God, our Redeemer: 
C Be present to forgive us. 
 

P O God, our Helper: 
C Be present to inspire and comfort us. 
 

                ‘In God We Trust’          (Tune: ‘Eternal Father Strong To Save’) 
 

In God we trust! Oh, may it be 
Throughout this land of liberty! 

Lord, turn our hearts from guilt and shame 
To bear with joy Your sacred name. 

In every need, as well they must, 
Our hearts cry out: “In God we trust!” 

 

P We have come together in God's presence to acknowledge our sin and His grace. 
  

Silence for reflection 
P  Merciful God, 
C we sin – in our thoughts, words and deeds – through ignorance, weakness and our 
own deliberate fault.  We adore ourselves rather than love You and others made in Your 
image.  We have failed to walk humbly with You and to act justly in our community.  We 
wound rather than heal.  We neglect rather than nurture.  We live in fear rather than 
hope.  We have grieved You, harmed our neighbor and diminished ourselves.  Lord, have 
mercy! 
 

P In our distress, our Lord reaches out to us and promises: “Come to Me, all who are 
weary.  I will give rest for your souls.”  And so, even as we fail God, our neighbors and 
ourselves, the unmerited grace of God is poured out upon us. Therefore, we declare to 
ourselves and to all who will listen: 
C For Jesus’ sake, our Father in heaven forgives our sin and heals our wounds.  The Holy 
Spirit helps us live in hope, and our fears are calmed.  We are made whole again so that we 

NEWS UPDATES_______________ 
 

 THIS WEEK THURSDAY:  A Congregational Meeting with our Michigan District President, Rev. 
Dr. David Maier, is scheduled for Thursday evening, July 9 @ 7p, here at New Hope.  This meeting will be the 
first step in beginning the call process for our new pastor. If you are interested in being a member of the 
call committee please contact Paul Bybee bybeepaul@gmail.com or Scott Eisen 
scott.ike.eisen@gmail.com soon. 

 

 GUEST PASTORS & MUSICIANS 
JULY 13:  Rev Frank Graves will lead us in worship and Nancy Hopper will be at the piano 
JULY 20:  Rev. Gary Kirschner will be our guest pastor and Adam Pringle will lead us in music 

 

 
 

ONGOING PRAYERS    
For HEALING:  
o   Bert T. (Ann & Ralph H.’s uncle) receiving 
treatment for colon cancer 
o   Steven D. (cancer) co-worker of Rob H. 
o   Deb J. (home after a prolonged hospital 
treatments) 
o   Andy R. (recovering from surgery) 
o   Julie B. (return of cancer) Barb’s daughter-
in-law 
o   Don Van E. (health & cancer concerns) Jeff 
M.’s boss & friend 
o   Robert (experiencing frequent falls) Deb J.’s 
father 
o   Tom D. (cancer) 
o   Becky C. (recovering from surgery) Aunt of 
Missy M. 
o   Karen P of our congregation (undergoing 
cancer treatments) 
o   Kristen (cancer) Katie M.’s friend  
o   Sandra E. of our congregation (in a nursing 
facility) 
o   Those suffering with depression  
For SAFETY: We pray for all who work in areas of 
public service, including police officers, 
firefighters, first responders, doctors, nurses, and 

all the countless people who support their crucial 
efforts! 
 

For COMFORT: 
o  Jessica & Alex A. and family, mourning both her 
grandmother and uncle who have passed in 
recent weeks.   
o  The Kathy A family, mourning the death of 
her mother, Betty H on June 11   
o  Jon T and family due to the death of his 
father Bill, who had an inoperable type of 
cancer 
o   Larry W's family, mourning the loss of his 
father from complications due to Covid-19 
o   The Rog & Judy G. family - at the death of 
Rog’s mother, Arlene 
o   The M. family (Friends of the Eric & Cindy 
M. family) at the sudden death of Vern   
o   The Bryan W. family at the death of his 
dear mother, Lois W. of our congregation  
o Nancy S. - (friend of Bill and Carole E.) who 
is grieving both her husband and a close friend 
 

A Prayer of THANKS: 
Anna B of our congregation was spared serious 
injury following a recent automobile accident. 

 
 
 
 



LORD'S PRAYER (Our family prayer before the family meal) 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

BLESSING 
P Sisters & brothers: go out in peace.  And as you go, may the blessing of God Almighty- 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit- be with you. 
C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN:               (Tune: ‘God Bless Our Native Land’) 
 

Let alleluias rise; to God above the skies- anthems be raised. 
Grateful for everything, come, blessed nation sing 
High hymns to God our King:  The Lord be praised! 

 

To Christ, our Savior true, unending hymns are due; his grace proclaim! 
All who on earth do dwell, let gladsome anthems swell; 

The love of Jesus tell:  Praise to His name! 
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can serve God and His creation. In God we trust! For we have heard 
 

                                     ‘In God We Trust’   (cont’d)  
         

In God we trust! For we have heard  
The news of Your forgiving word, 
The peace for which our Savior died, 
The Spirit’s favors multiplied. 
For ev’ry blessing, true and just, 
Thankful we cry, “In God we trust!” 

P Let us pray: 
C Almighty God, You have given us this good land.  Grant that we, who came from many 

nations with different languages, may become a united people.  Save us from discord and 
violence, from pride and arrogance, from every course of evil. Give wisdom to our leaders 
that there may be justice and peace in this land. When times are prosperous, may we be 
thankful; in times of trouble, may we never fail to trust in You, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

                                ‘In God We Trust’   (cont’d)     
   

In God we trust! O, give us grace  
In You our confidence to place; 
To set our hearts on things above, 
To live as agents of Your love,  
To conquer death, to rise from dust, 
To cry anew “In God we trust!” 

 

+WE HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD+ 
1st Lesson:                                                                   Psalm 33:8-22  
P   Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 
C   For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. 
 

P   The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates the plans of the  
         peoples. 
C   The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of his heart to all generations. 
 

P   Blessèd is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen as his  
         heritage! 
C   The LORD looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of man; 

 

P   from where he sits enthroned he looks out on all the inhabitants of the earth, 
C   he who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all their deeds. 

 

P   The king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 



C   The war horse is a false hope for salvation, and by its great might it cannot rescue. 

 

P   Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his  
  steadfast  love, 
C   that he may deliver their soul from death and keep them alive in famine. 

 

P   Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. 
C   For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name. 

 

P   Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you. 
 

2nd Lesson -EPISTLE                Mrs. Karen Lo             Romans 7:14–25a 
14We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15I do not 
understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 
16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no longer 
I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that 
is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 
19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20Now if 
I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 21So I find it 
to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of 
God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of 
my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched 
man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

3rd Lesson - HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:25–30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have 
hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 
26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by 
my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all who 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN:   (tune: ‘Christ Is Our Cornerstone’) 
 

O nation, join to raise- from sea to shining sea 
Your great Creator’s praise, Author of liberty! 

Alleluia! With joy prolong your grateful song. Alleluia! 
 

O nation, join to sing- from sea to shining sea 
The praise of Christ the King, whose blood has set you free! 

Alleluia!  Redeemed, restored, come, praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
 
 

SERMON                 ‘Declaring Our Dependence’             Rev. Gary Kirschke 
Godliness makes a nation great, but sin is a disgrace to any people.- Proverbs 14:34 

 
 Declaring Our Faith……………………………….……….’Three Refuges’ 
 

P With the assurance of His love for us, let us take refuge in the Holy Trinity. 
C With all my heart, I take refuge in God most high, who created all things; the source of 
all goodness, the holy and merciful Father. 
  

 With all my heart, I take refuge in Jesus Christ, the redeemer from sin, who restores 
my true nature, the perfect and mysterious Word-made-flesh. 
 

 With all my heart, I take refuge in the Comforter, who at all times and places responds 
to my needs, the abiding and tranquil Holy Spirit. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy: 
C hear our prayer. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Holy and gracious Father, we thank You that – from the beginning of time – You have 
always done what is good for Your children.  When we were lost and could not find our way 
back to You, You loved us more than ever.  You gave Your Son Jesus – who lived, died and 
rose again – to restore us as members of Your family.  Before He stretched out His arms on a 
cross, Jesus prepared a feast for Your children.  
 

 On the night He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it, gave it to His disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is 
given for you. Do this to remember Me.”  
  

After supper, He took the cup of wine; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
and said: “Drink this, all of you. This is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you 
for the forgiveness of sin.  Whenever you drink this, remember Me.” 
 


