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GUESTS:  NEW HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH is a congregation of the Lutheran Church -Missouri Synod.  We welcome 
you and yours in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who died on the cross for our sins and rose again on the 
third day.  We are glad you are here to receive Him and His Word with us today, and pray that you find a warm 
welcome and the spiritual nourishment you seek.  Someone on our staff would love to answer any questions you 
might have about our church’s understandings, beliefs and practices- either after the service today or by appointment 
at any time. 
 

+WORSHIP AT NEW HOPE+ 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HYMN:                                                  ‘O Worship The King’    

 

 

 

 

                                                     Text and tune: Public domain 
 
INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Silence for self-examination 



 

P Let us then confess our sins to God, our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have 

sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your temporal and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

  
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 

God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power 
to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, 
who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
   
SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 
C  Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that, 

receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have commanded; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

+WE HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD+ 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 7:6–9 
 “You are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a 
people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the 
earth. It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD 
set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is 
because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that 
the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of 
slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9Know therefore that the LORD your 
God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who 
love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.” 



  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  

EPISTLE Romans 8:28–39 
We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who 
are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among 
many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he 
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.  What then shall 
we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his 
own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 
things?  Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.  Who is 
to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is 
at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or danger, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:44-46 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
44[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man 
found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field. 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46who, 
on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

 
 
 



 
 
HYMN:                                                ‘I Love Your Kingdom, Lord’ 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

SERMON- Week #2 of Series: ‘The God Who Meets Our Deepest Needs’     Rev. Gary Kirschke 
(a copy of the sermon notes insert is included- beginning on page 7) 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                ‘The Bidding Prayer’ 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
   

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting 
in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 



temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN:                                     ‘Go, My Children, With My Blessing’ 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016179 

Tune: Public domain 
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(SERMON INSERT) 
The God who meets our deepest needs 

 
“What’s in a name?” wrote the playwright William Shakespeare.  In the Old Testament, God used a variety of names 
to reveal who He is and what He does.  For example, in Genesis 22:14, He calls Himself ה ְיהָו֖ה ִיְרֶא֑  – Yahweh (or 
Jehovah) Jireh – to remind us that He is “the God who meets all our needs”.   
 
During July and August, we will examine six Hebrew names of God to discover how He meets some of our deepest 
needs.  At the end of this series, may the claim of an ancient poet become our own: “Those who know Your name will 
trust in You” [Psalm 9:10]. 
 
 
 

How God meets our deepest needs: 
How God heals our hidden wounds 

 
 
In the beginning… 
 
We all have hidden wounds, but… 
 
God heals the broken-hearted and bandages their wounds. [Psalm 147:3 NCV] 
 
Yaweh Rapha: I am the Lord who heals you  [Exodus 15:26 NIV] 
 
 

Features of God’s healing process 
 
1) Revealing my hurt 
 
When I kept things to myself, I felt weak deep inside me.  I moaned all day long.  [Psalm 32:3 NCV] 
 
2)  Releasing those who hurt me 
 
Never pay back evil for evil…  Never avenge yourselves.  Leave that to God, for he has said that he will 
repay those who deserve it. [Romans 12:17,19 LB] 
 
O God, You keep track of all my sorrows. You have collected all my tears in a bottle. [Psalm 56:8 NLT] 
 
When Jesus suffered, he did not threaten to get even; he left his case in the hands of God.  [1 Peter 2:23 LB] 
 
3) Replacing old tapes with God’s truths 
 
Let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.  [Romans 12: NLT] 
 
Through what Christ does for us, God decided to make us holy in his eyes, without a single fault – we stand 
before him covered with his love.  [Ephesians 1:4 LB] 
 
4) Reaching out to help heal others  
 
God comforts us every time we have trouble, so when others have trouble, we can comfort them with the 
same comfort God gives us. [2 Corinthians 1:4 NCV] 
 
At the end… 



 
A poem... 
 

and a prayer 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 
This message might seem to treat a sensitive and serious subject: what I call a “brain disease”; what others term as “mental 
illness” – a sickness which 1 in 4 people on this planet contract in varying degrees during their lifetimes.  My wife Karen and I have 
dear friends and family members who are afflicted.  Even though I am actively involved in NAMI (the National Alliance on Mental 
Illness) and have been trained as well as certified by NAMI to serve as a facilitator for support groups of people who daily deal 
with this issue, I am not a professional therapist.  In this message, then, I attempt to focus only on what our merciful God says 
about our emotional scars and his process for recovery.  The Lord reveals that he has special place in his heart for individuals 
whose are hearts and minds are broken…and that he wants to heal them. – Pr Gary Kirschke 

 

NOTES, NEWS & PRAYERS 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK         
Jon Hart        7/26 
Bryce Dunbar          7/27 
Shelley Chambers   7/28 
Trevor Moelker   7/28 
Lily Retberg     7/28 
Katie Berg     7/29 
Kurt Heringhausen  7/31 
 

Flowers on the Altar today… 
Courtesy of the Dunbars in celebration of Bryce Dunbar & Lily Retberg’s birthdays! 
 

Worship Service & Music Leaders  

TODAY- JULY 26: Rev. Gary Kirschke is our guest pastor,  

& Nancy Hopper is leading us in music 
COMING UP… 

AUGUST 2: Pastor Gary will lead worship                                                                                     
  & Adam Pringle will be at the piano 
AUGUST 9: Pastor Gary will lead our worship service  
   & Nancy Hopper will share her musical talents 

 
NEWS 
The Rufner family should be making their way west to Big Bear City, CA following a stop at Megan’s 
parents early this past week. Please remember them in your prayers for safe travels and continued 
good health during their travels. And…whether you are a “snail-mail/greeting card” type or e-
mail/social media oriented, I heard that they would love to hear from us in a couple of weeks once 
they are settled into their new home.  Contact Pam Hart for more information on how to do that:  
pmhart@nhlchurch.org 

ONGOING PRAYERS for HEALING:   
o 2 ½ year old Rowan, grandson of Carole & Bill E– diagnosed w/ an acute muscular disorder 
o Richard M, father of Paul H’s lifelong best friend Dave, in Hospice care final stage 

We’ve been temporarily adopted by Pastor Gary & Karen (at 
least until Labor Day!) We are blessed to have Pastor Gary Kirschke and 
Karen at New Hope through the end of August.  During this time, if you 
have a situation where only a pastor can help, please contact him on his 
cell (616) 206.1838.       Less urgent matters should be discussed with your 
assigned elder- don’t know who that is?  Email Pam:  
pmhart@nhlchurch.org  

Attendance: 
July 19                   51 
July 12    42 
July 5        37 

 



o Bert T. (Ann & Ralph H.’s uncle) receiving treatment for colon cancer 
o Steven D. (cancer) co-worker of Rob Hertenstein 
o Deb J (home after a prolonged hospital treatments) 
o Andy R (recovering from surgery) 
o Julie B (return of cancer) Barb B’s daughter in-law 
o Don V (health & cancer concerns) Jeff M boss & friend 
o Robert (experiencing frequent falls) Deb J’s father 
o Tom D (cancer) 
o Becky C (recovering from surgery), aunt of Missy M 
o Karen P of our congregation (undergoing cancer treatments) 
o Kristen (cancer) Katie M’s friend  
o Sandra E of our congregation (in a nursing facility)  
o Those suffering with depression 
 

For SAFETY:    
We pray for all who work in areas of public service, including police officers, firefighters, first 
responders, doctors, nurses, and all the countless people who support their crucial efforts! 
 

For COMFORT: 
o Jessica & Alex A and family, mourning Jessica’s grandmother and an uncle  
o The Kathy A family, mourning the death of her mother  
o Jon T and family due to the death of his father Bill 
o Larry W's family, mourning the loss of his father from complications due to Covid-19 
o The Rog & Judy G family - at the death of Rog’s mother, Arlene 
o Friends of the Eric & Cindy M family at the sudden death of Vern 
o The Bryan W family at the death of his dear mother, Lois W of our congregation 
o Nancy, a friend of Bill and Carole E who is grieving both her husband and a close friend 
 

A Note of THANKS from the : 
 

I am thankful for all who serve on our behalf – both visibly and behind the scenes.  Those who are willing to 
contribute their time and talents so that we may continue to be secure in the love and care God has for us during this 
time of transition.  Without your selfless contributions, New Hope would simply be a building.  You give it a loving 
heart.        

 


