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INVOCATION 
 P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins  
  unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our dear Lord Jesus Christ  
  to grant us forgiveness  
P  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

 C Who made heaven and earth. 
 

 P I said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord 
 C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

 P Oh almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with  which 
 I  have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
 punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
 pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
 sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
 merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  
 

P  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant  
 of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by   
 the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the  
  Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C Amen.   

 
+WE HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD+ 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 44:6–8 

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the first 
and I am the last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let 
him declare and set it before me, since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare 
what is to come, and what will happen. Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from 
of old and declared it? And you are my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no 
Rock; I know not any.” 



A This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE Romans 8:18–27 
 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we 
know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until 
now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we 
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he 
who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 
for the saints according to the will of God. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL 
 Matthew 28:16–20 
PThe Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18And Jesus 
came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 



HYMN:                                      ‘My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less’ 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
 things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
 God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
 of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom 
 all things were made;  who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
 heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried. And 
 the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 
 both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the 
 Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by  
 the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
 acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection 
 of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen  

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy: 
C Hear our prayer. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Holy and gracious Father, we thank You that – from the beginning of time- You have 
always done what is good for Your children.  When we were lost and could not find 
our way back to You, You loved us more than ever.  You gave Your son Jesus – who 
lived, died and rose again- to restore us as members of Your family.  Before He 
stretched out His arms on a cross, Jesus prepared a feast for Your children  

 

 On the night He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it, gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. Do this to remember Me.” 
  

After supper, He took the cup, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
and said: “Drink this, all of you.  This is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sin. Whenever you drink this, remember Me.” 
 
 



THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

  
+WE RECEIVE THE LORD'S SUPPER+ 

 
P Sisters and brothers: go out in peace.  And as you go, may the blessing of God 

almighty – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – be with you. 
C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN:               ‘Almighty Father, Bless The Word’ 
 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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