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The Lord’s Supper is joyfully received here today- Welcome, visitors! We ask anyone who is unfamiliar with the 
beliefs of our congregation or the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod to seek answers prior to communing with us.  
If you call our church office (616) 669.2790, we will be happy to connect you with someone to show you where in 

God’s word these answers are given, so that you  may be confident in the gifts you receive with us at New Hope’s 
altar. 
 

+WORSHIP AT NEW HOPE+ 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
P God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him.  He desires that we listen to 
 His word.  He promises to hear our prayers.  He will not let us leave without a blessing. 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of our Father in Heaven, and the abiding 

 presence of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

HYMN:                                 ‘Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise’ 
 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

ACKNOWLEDGING OUR SIN AND AFFIRMING GOD’S GRACE 
P We have come into the presence of God, who created us to be holy and blameless in 

 His sight. 
C   If we say we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and refusing to accept the  
          truth. 
 



P But if we confess our sins to Him, He is faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse 
 us from every wrong. 
 

 Silence for reflection 
 

P Holy and merciful Father in Heaven, 
C Have mercy on us.  For the sake of Your son Jesus, forgive our sins: known and 

 unknown, things done and things left undone.  Uphold us by Hour Holy Spirit so  that 
we may live to serve You and bring honor to Your name.  
 

P Almighty God has had mercy on you, forgives you all your sins through our Lord  Jesus 

Christ, and strengthens you in all goodness by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
C  Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still You provide for  all our 

 needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may  acknowledge  Your 
gifts, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing  obedience;  through 
Jesus Christ, Your  Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

+WE HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD+ 
 OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                   Ezekiel 36:22–27 
“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house 
of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned 
among the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, 
which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And 
the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate 
my holiness before their eyes. I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the 
countries and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be 
clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you 
a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from 
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my just decrees. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 



EPISTLE                                                                                                  2 Peter 1:2–8 
May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.  His 
divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us 
his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 
For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with 
knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and 
steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection 
with love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being 
ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                         John 15:5-8 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 
disciples. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN:                                          ‘I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus’ 

 

         Text and tune: Public domain 



SERMON- Week #5 of Series: ‘The God Who Meets Our Deepest Needs’               Rev. Gary Kirschke 
ם   ֶֽ ְשכ  ָ֖הְמַקדִּ ְיהו   – Yahweh Mekoddishkem, “The Lord who sanctifies you” – Leviticus 20:8,  

A roadmap for change 
 

Our Creed in Song - Tune: LSB 677 ‘For All The Saints’ 

In God we trust, Lord of eternity 
By whose strong word creation came to be, 

Lord of all nations, clothed in majesty. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

In God we trust, the Father’s own true Son, 
By whose strong death redemption has been won, 

And by whose rising new life has begun. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

In God we trust, the Holy Spirit dear, 
Whose inspiration shines the gospel clear 

That all the world the saving word may hear. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy: 
C Hear our prayer. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Holy and gracious Father, we thank You that – from the beginning of time- You have 

always done what is good for Your children.  When we were lost and could not find our way 
back to You, You loved us more than ever.  You gave Your son Jesus – who lived, died and rose 
again- to restore us as members of Your family.  Before He stretched out His arms on a cross, 
Jesus prepared a feast for Your children On the night He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it, gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. Do this to remember Me.”  After supper, He took 
the cup, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you.  
This is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sin. 
Whenever you drink this, remember Me.” 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 



 
+WE RECEIVE THE LORD'S SUPPER+ 

 
RECEIVE THE BLESSING 
P Sisters and brothers: go out in peace.  And as you go, may the blessing of God almighty – 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit – be with you. 
C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                               ‘Take My Life and Let It Be’ 
 

 

 
                                                                         Text and tune: Public Domain 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV ® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.  
 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK                            FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR 

Scott Scruggs    8/20                     Jim & Linda Wilkerson’s 40th Anniversary  
Kristin Jost           8/20      Wilkenings’ grandson Pierce, turning 11  
Roger Groendyk   8/21    
Kendra Moelker   8/22 

 

TODAY- August 16: Rev. Gary Kirschke is our guest pastor,  

& Adam Pringle is leading us in music    

COMING UP… 

AUGUST 23 : Pastor Gary will lead our worship                                                                                     

& Kolleen Barnhill will be at the piano 
 

NEWS, NOTES & PRAYERS 
 

Call Process  Watch for a survey to come your way soon- Please complete & return it 
promptly to help the call committee in the first phase of the search for New Hope’s new 

Attendance: 
August 9        51 
August 2  39 
July 26    35 



pastor. Although the end result of this process is in God’s hands, we can help keep the paper 

moving! 
 

Scott Eisen, Council Chairman, asks that we continue to pray for God’s guidance 

throughout the call process, and for each of the committee members as they serve in 

this important role.    
 

Do you wish to recommend a pastor for consideration on NHLC’s call list?  The form 

from the district is available in hard copy on the table in the narthex, or electronic 

format by emailing a request to Pam Hart in the office. 
  

Across the Miles… 

The Rufner family’s Big Bear City, CA mailing address, as well as David’s new email address at 

1517 Organization, are available upon request:  pmhart@nhlchurch.org 
 

Today’s Willing Workers: 

Reader:  Jessica Ancinec             Altar Guild:  Barb Bultema 

Elder on Duty:  Andy Retberg  Teller Team: Andy Retberg & Troy Dunbar 
 

ONGOING PRAYERS:   

o Stacey and Paul Bybee’s niece Karin is scheduled to begin chemotherapy treatments this 
week 

o The Butlers have asked that we resume praying for Cathy Lambers and her family, as she 
is now in Hospice care 

o  2 ½ year old Rowan, grandson of Carole & Bill Engelsman– diagnosed w/an acute 

 muscular disorder 

o Bert T. (Ann & Ralph Hoppe’s uncle) receiving treatment for colon cancer 
o  Steven D. (cancer) co-worker of Rob Hertenstein 
o  Deb Johnson (home after a prolonged hospital treatments) 
o  Andy Retberg (recovering from surgery) 
o  Julie Bultema (return of cancer) Barb Bultema’s daughter in -law 
o  Don Van Eck (health & cancer concerns) Jeff Meitz boss & friend 
o  Robert (experiencing frequent falls) Deb Johnson’s father  
o Tom Datema (cancer) 
o  Becky Chorny (recovering from surgery), aunt of Missy Meitz 
o  Karen Palmitier of our congregation (undergoing cancer treatments) 
o  Kristen (cancer) Katie Moelker’s friend  
o  Those suffering due to a broken mind, body or spirit 
 

 



For SAFETY:    
We pray for all police officers, firefighters, first responders, doctors, nurses,  
and all of the countless people who support their work!  
 

For COMFORT: 
o  The family of Sandra Elgersma of our congregation, who passed away at her home on 
 Monday, August 10 due to multiple serious health conditions 
o  Jessica & Alex Ancinec & family, mourning Jessica’s grandmother and an uncle  
o  Jon Torreson and family due to the death of his father Bill  
o  Larry Weber's family, mourning the loss of his father due to Covid-19 
o  The Rog & Judy Groendyk family - at the death of Rog’s mother, Arlene 
o  The Bryan Wright family at the death of his dear mother, Lois Wright  
o  Nancy, a friend of Bill and Carole Engelsman, grieving husband and a close friend 
_____________________________________________________________ 
TO ADD, REMOVE OR CHANGE INFORMATION ON THE PRAYER LIST, EMAIL PAM HART IN 
THE OFFICE:  pmhart@nhlchurch.org  (Prayer list items are only removed by request) 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO FILL OUT THE ATTENDANCE FORM /PRAYER REQUEST INSERT AND 
DROP IT INTO THE BASKET IN THE NARTHEX ON YOUR WAY OUT.  Thank you! 
  

 
Loved by God in Christ. Growing & Going.   

www.nhlchurch.org   
616.669.2790 / office@nhlchurch.org 


