
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

New Hope Lutheran Church 
The first Sunday in Advent 

November 29, 2020 

Loved by God in Christ. Growing & Going. 
  



GUESTS:  NEW HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH is a congregation of the Lutheran Church -Missouri Synod.  We welcome you and yours in the name 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who died on the cross for our sins and rose again on the third day.  We are glad you are here to receive Him 
and His Word with us today, and pray that you find a warm welcome and the spiritual nourishment you seek.  Someone on our staff would love 
to answer any questions you might have about our church’s understandings, beliefs and practices- either after the service today or by 
appointment at any time 

+WORSHIP AT NEW HOPE+ 
 

The season of Advent ushers in the “festival half” of the Christian year.  The “festival half” (Dec-May) 
features the major holy days – or holidays – of Christianity.  We focus on what God does for us.  An 
Anglican bishop put it this way: “In the festival half of the Christian year, we look at God; in the other 
half, God looks at us”. 
 

During Advent (a Latin word that means “coming”), we celebrate the coming of God’s Son Jesus in 
three different “time zones”.  We celebrate his coming as a human being in the past, his coming today 
through his Spirit and his coming again as judge on the last day. 
 

During this Advent season, we will use some forms of Christian worship from East Asia, translated into 
English. Much of our Advent worship will be familiar.  However, some segments might seem strange, 
using concepts or language more familiar to people living in cultures influenced by Buddhism, 
Confucianism and Taoism, yet conveying Christian truths. May each of us – during this Advent season 
– strive to learn more about a God who indeed loves the world and whose family spans the globe. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Ringing of the Bell (3 rings signify we worship one God: Father, Son and Spirit) 
 

Contemplative Singing:                   ‘Wait for the Lord’ 
 

 
Source:  MUSIC FROM TAIZE, VOL 1, ©1978, 1980, 1981 Les Presses de Taizé (France), Int’l Copyright Secured, All Rights Reserved/Published 
through exclusive license agreement by GIA Publications Inc., Chicago, Illinois 60638 USA  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                 (From Psalm 96 NLT) 
P     Worship the Lord in all his holy splendor 
C     Let the earth tremble before him.  
 



P Tell all the nations, “The Lord reigns!” 
C     He will judge all people fairly. 
 

P     The Lord is coming to judge the earth, 
C     He will judge the world with justice and the nations with his truth. 
 
 

HYMN:                                                 ‘The Advent of Our King’ 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

AFFIRMING GOD’S GRACE 
 Affirming that God’s grace is Greater than our faults & failures 
P Sisters and brothers: as we come together before God, we are troubled and distressed by our 
 failure to love God and our neighbor.  So we are astounded that God continues to shower us 
 with his endless love. Therefore we affirm: 
 

P As we sin against God and our neighbor: 
C God’s grace is still poured out upon us. 
P As we walk in darkness: 
C The light of Christ shows us the way of truth. 
P As we live in fear: 
C The Holy Spirit teaches us to live with hope. 
P In the midst of our sin, darkness and fear: 
C We are forgiven, enlightened and encouraged. Thanks be to God! 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLE 
 

P Today we light the first candle of Advent: the candle of HOPE.  
 

 With Christians around the world, we use this light to help us prepare for the coming of God’s Son 
 Jesus, the hope of the world. 
 On this cold winter day, may our hearts be warmed as we hear the words of St Paul:  
 

  We look forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory of our great God and Savior  
 Jesus Christ will be revealed.  He gave his life to free us from every kind of sin and to make us  
 his very own people. [Titus 2:13-14 NLT] 



 

P Let us pray together: 
C Stir up Your power and come again, Lord Jesus.  Amid the darkness of this world, shine the light 
 of Your love.  Amid the despair of living, fill us with hope by the power of Your Holy Spirit.  
 Come, Lord Jesus. Come quickly.  Amen. 
 

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                                                                  Isaiah 64:1-4 NLT 
1 Oh, that you would burst from the heavens and come down! How the mountains would quake in 
your presence! 2 As fire causes wood to burn and water to boil, your coming would make the nations 
tremble. Then your enemies would learn the reason for your fame! 3 When you came down long ago, 
you did awesome deeds beyond our highest expectations. And oh, how the mountains quaked! 4 For 
since the world began, no ear has heard and no eye has seen a God like you, who works for those 
who wait for him! 
P This is the Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

EPISTLE                                                                                                                       1 Corinthians 1:3-9 NLT 
3 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. 4 I always thank my God for 
you and for the gracious gifts he has given you, now that you belong to Christ Jesus. 5 Through him, 
God has enriched your church in every way—with all of your eloquent words and all of your 
knowledge. 6 This confirms that what I told you about Christ is true. 7 Now you have every spiritual gift 
you need as you eagerly wait for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will keep you strong to the 
end so that you will be free from all blame on the day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns. 9 God will 
do this, for he is faithful to do what he says, and he has invited you into partnership with his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
P This is the Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL                                            Luke 1:26-45,56 NLT 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord.                                                               
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in 
Galilee, 27 to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of King David. 28 Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord 
is with you! ” 29 Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. 30 “Don’t be 
afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! 31 You will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be very great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 And he will reign over Israel 
forever; his Kingdom will never end!” 34 Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a 
virgin.” 35 The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God. 36 What’s 
more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People used to say she was barren, 
but she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth month. 37 For the word of God will never fail. ”  



38 Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” And 
then the angel left her. 39 A few days later Mary hurried to the hill country of Judea, to the town  
40 where Zechariah lived. She entered the house and greeted Elizabeth. 41 At the sound of Mary’s 
greeting, Elizabeth’s child leaped within her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 Elizabeth 
gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary, “God has blessed you above all women, and your child is 
blessed. 43 Why am I so honored, that the mother of my Lord should visit me? 44 When I heard your 
greeting, the baby in my womb jumped for joy.45 You are blessed because you believed that the Lord 
would do what he said.” 

P  This is the gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

SERMON HYMN:                            ‘See Amid the Winter’s Snow’ 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

SERMON:                                                                                                                         Pastor Gary Kirschke 
To experience “the Christmas you’ve always longed for”: 

                                    Slow down and reflect- 
 

(Following is content from the sermon insert) 
 

The Christmas you’ve always wanted: 
slow down and reflect 

[Luke 1:26-45,56] 
 
In the beginning… 
 
Away with the manger 
 
They didn’t get what they wanted for Christmas; do we? 
 



During Advent, we can prepare for 
       “the Christmas you’ve always wanted” 
 
How? 
 

Slow down…and reflect 
 
 Mary the model 
 

God sent the angel…to a virgin named Mary…  
The angel told her… 
Mary asked, “But how…?” 
 
Mary hurried to the hill country or Judea… 
Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months… 

 
 Modeling Mary 
 

A pre-Christmas retreat: 
 

o when? 
 

o what? 
 

o how? 
 

o why? 
 
At the end… 
 
The sermon in a sentence… 

the preaching in a prayer 

 
 

CONFESSING OUR FAITH: The “three refuges statement” 
P With the assurance of His love for us, let us take refuge in the Holy Trinity, who grants us 
 salvation. 
C With all my heart, I take refuge in God most high, who created all things; the source of all 
 goodness, the holy and merciful Father. With all my heart, I take refuge in Jesus Christ, the 
 redeemer from sin, who restores my true nature, the perfect and mysterious Word-made-flesh. 
 With all my heart, I take refuge in the Comforter, who at all times and places responds to my 
 deepest needs, the abiding and tranquil Holy Spirit. 
 

PRAYING AS GOD’S PEOPLE, AWAITING THE COMING OF CHRIST 
 

P Come, long-expected Jesus, Prince of Peace. 
 In this time of turmoil and trouble,  
 bring us the peace that passes all understanding. 
C Lord Jesus, be merciful and hear our prayer. 
 

P Come, Jesus, Wonderful Counselor. 
 In our moments of sadness and despair, 
 give us wisdom and hope. 



C Lord Jesus, be compassionate and hear our prayer. 
 

P Come, Jesus, Branch of Jesse and David’s son, 
 When discord damages our relationships, 

produce in us the will and way for reconciliation.  
C Lord Jesus, be gentle and hear our prayer. 
 

P Come, Jesus, our Immanuel (God with us), 
 As we seek to follow You in a complex and confusing world, 
 reveal Yourself to us and hold us close. 
C Lord Jesus, be present and hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord Jesus, our hearts cry out for Your advent now, 
 (Special petitions, each concluding with: Come, Lord Jesus.) 
C Come quickly. 
 

P Into Your hands, Lord Jesus, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
 great mercy.  We thank You for teaching us to pray: 
 

 Our Father in heaven, Holy be your name. 
 Your kingdom come; Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread… 
 Forgive us our sin as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us in the time of trial; and deliver us from the Evil One. 
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
RECEIVING GOD’S BLESSING 

P Because of his great mercy God gave us new life by raising Jesus Christ from death. This fills us  
 with a living hope, and so we look forward to possessing the rich blessings that God keeps for his 
 people.. [1 Peter 1:3-4 CEV] 
 

P  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  And as you go, may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, 
 Son and Holy Spirit, be with you. 
C  Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN:                     ‘O Come,  O Come, Emmanuel’ 

 

 



 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS - DO NOT REMOVE A portion of this service was taken from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 3. Copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing 
House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 
Concordia Publishing House. 
 

BAPTISM TODAY:  Following today’s service, Tim & Stephanie Monje’s daughter Silease Hope – born 
to them on 10/08/20, will be baptized in a private ceremony.  Let’s welcome her into the Lord’s family 
and the congregation of New Hope Lutheran Church the next time we see the Monje family! 
 

NEWS & NOTES 
PASTOR GARY PLANS TO OFFER A 15/15 (Small group, COVID-safe, brief communion service) ON SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 6 @ 9:00a in the fellowship hall.  Look for an email to sign up this coming week! 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE BLUE ADVENT SERVICE ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9 @ 7p… see the back page of this 
week’s sermon insert for details.     

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK                                        ALTAR FLOWERS:   
11/29    BRIANNA MOELKER 
11/30    STEVE WILKENING 
12/03    HELEN BRAMER 
 
WILLING WORKERS… 
 Elder on Duty:  Mr. Paul Bybee                                        Teller Team: Mr. Trevor Moelker & Mr. Kurt Heringhausen   
 
ONGOING PRAYERS for HEALING:   
º Diana Schultz, Sandra F’s mother, facing the return of her cancer 
º Paul H. Facing critical surgery to repair a torn retina on 12/1 
º Debra, and Bill- Anna B's daughter & son-in-law, for safe & successful surgeries 
º Alan St Louis, & Family- Katie Moelker’s stepfather, in hospice care 
º Ken & Char Hough, Carole Engelsman’s parents, both have COVID- 19, Ken is still hospitalized as of 11/25 
º Mark Abbie, family friend of Ancinecs, battling cancer 
º Pastor Sherrill’s daughter-in-law, Karen, for healing  

º Laura H, Paul H's sister, whose cancer has spread to her spine & vital organs   
º Arlene W – praying for a full recovery from surgery 
º Karin A- undergoing cancer treatments (Bybee’s niece) 
º Cathy L- in Hospice care, per news from the Butler family 
º Bert T. (Ann & Ralph H’s uncle) receiving treatment for colon cancer 
º Julie B (return of cancer) Barb B’s daughter in-law 
º Don V (health & cancer concerns) Jeff M's boss & friend 
º Becky C (recovering from surgery), aunt of Missy M 

TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS ARE IN 
LOVING MEMORY OF HARRISON 
TIEMANN'S WIFE JULIA, & SON FRED.  



º Karen P- final cancer treatment 10/5 (yay!), recovering from knee replacement 10/8 
º Kristen (cancer) Katie M’s friend 
º Anyone suffering due to a fragile mind, body or spirit, and their families/caregivers 
for SAFETY: 
º We pray  that all traveling for the Thanksgiving holiday have safe travels and remain in good health in the 
days that follow 
º We continue to pray for  the health and safety of all  who work to protect & heal 24/7/365 
for COMFORT: 
º The family of  Kathy Lambers, friends of the Butlers, who passed away on  11/16 
º The family of Alexa T. -12-year-old friend of Dunbar family- called home to the Lord the morning of 11/08 
º Tim Hillson, Jr. & family following the death of his mother-in-law & grandmother- grant wisdom & 
strength for the related caregiver decisions  
NOTE:   
TO ADD, REMOVE OR UPDATE THE STATUS OF A PRAYER REQUEST, PLEASE EMAIL PAM pmhart@NHLchurch.org  
OR MAKE A NOTE ON THE PRAYER REQUEST PORTION OF THE ATTENDANCE SLIP IN YOUR BULLETIN. (ITEMS ARE ONLY 
REMOVED BY REQUEST) 
 

 
Loved by God in Christ. Growing & Going. 
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