
Rev. Dr. J. Matthew Burton
Senior Minister
704-864-4371 ext. 229
mburton@fumcgastonia.org

Ephesians 4:11-16 (NRSV) 
11  “The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12  
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13  until all of us come to the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14  We must no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15  
But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16  from whom the whole 
body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the 
body's growth in building itself up in love.”
 
 I was carried to church as an infant in my mother’s arms and was baptized at Oak Ridge Methodist Church in 
Oak Ridge, North Carolina. Thus began my life-long dance with God’s church. I believe I could count on two hands the 
number of weeks in my 62 years of life that I have not been involved in the church. 
 I attended church regularly all through my grade school years, participated in worship, youth, music, and drama 
activities. In college, I sang in various church choirs, was a soloist at Christ and Grace United Methodist in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. Church work, youth groups, choirs, worship, mission work, and service formed me into 
the person I am today. Church is part of my DNA. I’m not sure what kind of person I would be without the church.
 As important as the church was and is in my life, I’ve come to understand very clearly that the church is not 
about you and me. Church is not about what I want or what you want. I cannot help but think of the story of the new 
family in town that went church shopping. On the way home after visiting one of the churches in town for the first time, 
they discussed their experience. The father thought the sermon was too long. The mother felt the choir sang poorly. 
The teenager commented that the whole thing was boring. As the discussion went on, the five-year-old spoke up and 
said, “I thought it was a pretty good show for a quarter,” which was the amount her father had given for the offering.
 In this age of hyper consumerism and choice, maybe we need to be reminded that the church is not about 
meeting my needs or yours. The church is about rearranging our needs to God’s purpose. It might not be a popular 
thought, but I think the Church—the Body of Christ—is more about pleasing God than pleasing people.
 That being said, the Church deserves some of its criticism. We’ve been called Old fashioned and unwilling to 
change. No doubt that is true. We’ve been labeled hypocritical, insincere, and judgmental. We’ve certainly been all of 
these things at times. My observation, though, is that these criticisms tend to place an impenetrable barrier in front of 
who we really are. The Catholic priest, writer, and professor Henri Nouwen wrote,
	 “We	are	unified	by	our	common	weakness,	common	failures,	common	disappointments,	common	
	 inconsistencies.	The	Church	is	not	perfect,	because	people	like	you	and	me	are	members	of	it.	That’s	why	
	 I	say	to	those	who	like	to	point	out	the	hypocrites	in	the	church—come	and	join,	you	should	feel	right	at		 	
	 home.	The	Church	is	not	a	museum	for	saints;	the	Church	is	a	hospital	for	sinners.	When	we	are	weak	and		
	 worn	and	broken	and	sinful,	struggling	to	make	it	to	tomorrow,	we	need	to	be	at	church	more	than	any	
	 other	time	in	our	lives,	where	we	find	the	presence	and	power	of	God.”
 The philosopher Schopenhauer once said the Church is like a group of porcupines trapped in an open field on 
a cold night trying to survive. The ground is frozen, the wind is fierce, and gradually the porcupines nudge closer 
together. That’s when their sharp quills begin to stick and hurt. Some draw apart and choose to sleep alone. They are 
the ones who freeze to death. Even when the church doesn’t feel God, we still need it. It is the best place to grow in 
faith and live in Christian fellowship. Think about it.

Matthew
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Take Note
Minister  on  Call  Schedule

Matthew: 704-750-9126  
Tripp: 704-477-7715
Avery: 704-559-9942

September 3-5 - Tripp
September 10-12 - Matthew

September 17-19 - Avery
September 24-26 – Tripp

Sympathy  to
- Daniel Gudelunas and family on the death of his father.
- Eric Kinstler and family on the death of his mother.
- Rev. Dr. J. Matthew Burton and family on the death of his mother.
- The family and friends of Lenna “Lyn” Houck.

Please email Amanda to 
update any of your contact
 information in our systems.

Amanda@fumcgastonia.org

DISCIPLESHIP SERIES: Gifted and Called for Ministry
September 12 Gifted for Ministry: Helps and Administration   Dr. Matthew Burton
September 19 Gifted for Ministry: Mercy and Healing    Dr. Matthew Burton
September 26 Gifted for Ministry: Knowledge and Teaching   Dr. Matthew Burton
October 3  Gifted for Ministry: Communication & Craftmanship  Rev. Avery White
October 10  Gifted for Ministry: Discernment & Wisdom   Dr. Matthew Burton
October 17  Gifted for Ministry: Apostleship & Tongues   Dr. Matthew Burton
October 24  Gifted for Ministry: Prophecy and Intercession   Rev. Avery White
October 31  Gifted for Ministry: Hospitality and Generosity   Dr. Matthew Burton
November 7  Gifted for Ministry: Shepherding and Encouragement  Dr. Matthew Burton
November 14 Bearing Fruit for Ministry      Dr. Matthew Burton

Joy  to
- Jeff and Beth Cobb on the birth of their granddaughter, 
  Eve Elizabeth who was born to Britt and Kristen Cobb.
- Katy and Austin Windell on the birth of Spencer Orr.
- Chris and Hannah Skillestad on the birth of Waker Wright.
  Grandparents are Mark and Denise Skillestad. 
- Seth and Merritt Crawley on the birth of Anderson Wells.
  Grandparents are Robert and Melissa Anderson.



Sunday Morning Views & Attendance
Date:     162 E.    162 E.   9am   11am    11am    
                           Online          In-person                  Online    In-Person  

August 1     201            25         38       316      129

August 8     438            12         40       412      105

August 15   108            48         40       319      116

August 22    89             48         41       340      157

August 29   107            30         45       378      101

Join us for Worship on Sunday’s
8:45- Contemporary Worship in the Theatre 

(162 East) *Live-streamed
9:00- Traditional Worship in the Chapel 

11:00- Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 
*Live-streamed

It’s been so long since we’ve seen 
each other! If you have your FUMC 
name tag, wear it on Sundays so we 
can greet you by name! If you’d like a 
name tag, please email Amanda at, 
amanda@fumcgastonia.org

The Staff Parish Relations Committee is pleased to announce that Alyssa Overcash is now 
the full time Director of Communications at First United Methodist Church. Prior to the 
pandemic and the necessary increase in church communications, especially in the areas 
of online presence and live-steaming, communications was a part-time position sharing 
job responsibilities with other areas. Please congratulate Alyssa when you see her around 
campus. 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee is also pleased to announce the re-hiring of Laura 
Kendrick in the Accountant position at First United Methodist Church. Laura first worked 
for us as the accountant on an interim basis in 2019. Laura did an excellent job as inter-
im and we are excited to have her back on a more permanent basis. Laura is available in 
the office on Mondays and Tuesdays and remotely by email or telephone on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays. Her email address is lkendrick@fumcgastonia.org. Please welcome 
Laura when you see her around campus. 

Note from the SPRC



Kristi McClellan
Director of Children’s Ministries 
& Weekday Preschool 
kristi@fumcgastonia.org

Children's  Ministry

Supper 
Club

Sept. 26
drop off 

children at 
church at 
5:45 pm, 
pick up 
7:15 pm

Contact 
Kristi to 
sign up!

The start of school is an exciting time, you 
will see your children grow and develop 
new skills.  We all understand the 
importance of reading. We can 
strengthen this while fostering their faith.  
FUMC will have a special time with parents 
and children to celebrate this reading and 
faith milestone.  The Bibles will be 
presented during worship on September 
26th.  Reading the Bible is of great 
importance in our spiritual development 
and what better way to encourage that 
than to give a child an age-appropriate 
Bible. We have a Storybook Bible for 
parents to read to their Kindergartners and 
Following Jesus Bible for our 3rd Grade 
readers. Please contact 
kristi@fumcgastonia.org if you are 
interested. Please select a pick-up time 
and give us the spelling of your child’s 
name.   





Youth  Ministry
Stephanie Jenkins
Director of Youth Ministries 
980-292-3182
sjenkins@fumcgastonia.org





Jim O’Dell
Director of Music Ministries
704-864-4371  ext. 233
jaodell@fumcgastonia.org

Lisa Jurs
Music Makers

Susan Lisle
Music Associate
704-864-4371 ext. 237
susan@fumcgastonia.org

Timothy Scruggs
Organist

Worship  Arts  Ministry

Laura Beatty
Ready Ringer & 
Wesley Chior

Rosa Marsh
Carol Choir

Worship Arts Ministry

Group / Leader Description Time & Location Start Date
Morning Song
Susan & Timothy

Sings for 9:00 worship
All are invited 8:15 1st & 2nd Sundays

Room 112
September 5

Youth Handbells
Susan & Jim

Music reading ability 
and/or experience in bells 
is helpful

4:30 – 5:15 Sundays
Room 113 September 19

First Brass
Jim

All ages, 2nd year +, 
youth and adults

5:15 – 6:00 Sundays
Room 112 September 19

Youth Vocal Ensemble
Susan & Melanie

6th – 12th grades
All invited, Sings 
monthly

5:15 – 6:00 Sundays
Chapel September 19

CrossFire
Jim & Michele

162 East worship band
Plays weekly

7:30 Thursdays
Theatre

Chancel Handbells
Jim & Susan

Adults
Rings monthly

6:30 – 7:30 Wednesdays
Room 113 September 15

Chancel Choir
Jim & Timothy

Adults
Sings weekly

7:30 – 9:00 Wednesdays
Room 112 August 4

Elementary Bells
Laura & Susan 

Beginning handbells

2nd grade - 5th grades

4:30 – 5:00 Wednesdays
Room 119 September 15

Music Makers
Lisa & Julie

3 – 4 year olds
5:15 – 5:45 Wednesdays
 FLC September 15

Carol Choir
Rosa & Charlene K – 1st grades

5:00 – 5:45 Wednesdays
FLC September 15

Wesley Choir
Laura & Melanie 2nd – 3rd grades

5:00 – 5:45 Wednesdays
Room 119 September 15

Asbury Choir
Susan & Katie 4th – 5th grades

5:00 – 5:45 Wednesdays
Room 112 September 15
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Parish  Nurse  Ministry

Check out the Gastonia Parish Nurse Fall 
Booklet for resources and upcoming events 

to help you “Fall Into Good Health”. 
Fumcgastonia.org/ministries/parish-nurse

Lisa Marisiddaiah
Parish Nurse
nurse@fumcgastonia.org

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) have approved booster 
shots for immunocompromised individuals 
who have:

- Been receiving active cancer treatment for 
tumors or cancers of the blood
- Received an organ transplant and are 
taking medicine to suppress the immune 
system
- Received a stem cell transplant within 
the last two years or are taking medicine to 
suppress the immune system
- Moderate or severe primary 
immunodeficiency (such as DiGeorge 
syndrome, Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome)
- Advanced or untreated HIV infection
- Active treatment with high-dose 
corticosteroids or other drugs that may 
suppress your immune response

The recommendation is for those 
immunocompromised individuals who have 
received the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines to 
get a third dose of the SAME vaccine. 

No booster is recommended for those who 
received the Johnson & Johnson vaccine at 
this time.



Bessemer  City & Bethesda UMC

Rev. Trip Hord
Pastor at First UMC Bessemer 
City & Bethesda UMC
tripp@fumcgastonia.org

 It has been a very busy summer! Adding Bethesda United Methodist to the partnership has been 
a blessing and I appreciate First United Methodist Bessemer City (FUMCBC) and Gastonia’s (FUMCG) 
prayers and support as we move into the fall.
 Currently we are worshiping at FUMCBC starting at 9:45 and then 11:00 at Bethesda. So far, we 
have found that these times work well for both churches. 
 We celebrated Graduation Sunday at FUMCBC. We had three graduates from college, two from high 
school and they even celebrated their preacher’s graduation from seminary.
 We held backpack Sunday, August 22nd at FUMCBC. We prayed over the backpacks and delivered 
them to our middle and primary schools, filled with supplies and wishes for a good year.
 We also collected school supplies at Bethesda. And I hope those of you who attended WNL at 
Bethesda enjoyed the fellowship food and mission. I appreciate the young women’s group from FUMCG for 
putting on the event. I also want to thank the staff from FUMCG. It was a great evening and look forward to 
how we may partner for future programs, worship and events.
 Bethesda will host its annual October Fest on the 23rd. Thank you to Alyssa for putting together the 
event poster. For more information, please contact Pastor Tripp.
 Friday, August 20th, we went to area schools in Bessemer City and prayed with the teachers, 
administrators and staff. I was amazed at the turnout we had this year. What a blessing it was to pray for 
not just the school staff but for the children and parents!
 I reported last month that I attended the Davidson Clergy Program in July. Thought this month I 
would share with you a picture of the equine therapy program that I participated in, up close and personal 
with the horses. 

Love God, Love Neighbor! 
Tripp

Partnership Report



Discipleship/Missions Ministry

Becky Greene
Director of Spiritual Formation

704-864-4371 ext. 227
becky@fumcgastonia.org

 As young Christians we feel and embrace God’s love. As adult 
learners, we work on our habits through in-depth study and practice. 
We assume leadership opportunities that compliment the body of Christ. 
As mature and seasoned persons of faith, we are more able to embrace 
holy surrender.
 It is my desire that each member of First United Methodist Church 
begins to be transformed by the renewing of your mind and heart in faithful 
obedience to God. Determine what is required of you to take the next step 
toward transformational faith.

We value reaching outside our church walls in Jesus’ name. This is the way we share God’s 
love with others in our community and beyond. God is constatnly giving us “divine 
assignments”. We encourage you to seek an opportunity that best matches your heart. 

Service opportunities:

Tutoring for Boys & Girls Club kids.
Contact Kristi McClellan or 

David Poston if you’re interesting 
in tutoring. 

Wednesday’s 4:00-4:45
kristi@fumcgastonia.org 

Boys and Girls Club 
Provide a meal at the Boys and Girls 

Club on the first Wednesday each 
month for 150 children. Contact 

Melissa Buchanan for available dates 

melissalbuchanan@gmail.com

School Supplies for our Partner Schools
Please consider giving a monetary donation to offset the cost 

of the bookbags and supplies that have already been 
purchased and delivered to pleasant Ridge Elementary on 

behalf of FUMC. Give by dropbox, to the business office, or 
online by going to Give/pay>One time gift & write in memo 

“school partnership”



This Fall through Sunday School, WEF, and small groups, we will 
focus on equipping the laity for ministry. Small groups are 
designed to disciple people for mission by paying attention to:
 - Loving God
 - Loving Others 
 - Making Disciples
We are intentional about being an inclusive community. 
Relationships are built in small groups by praying, caring, 
learning, and serving together. Please check out the Fall 2021 
Small Group booklet by visiting our website 
fumcgastonia.org/get-involved/small-groups, there you will fiind 
ways to sign up for your favorite group and videos from each 
leader introducing their study. 

All Adult Sunday School Classes will be in session by September 12, Sunday’s @ 10am

*NEW CLASS- Young Adults- 20 and 30 somethings gathering together to talk about how God is using them in 
their studies, workplace, and beyond. Leaders: Walt and Anne Mallonee



Wednesday Evening Fellowship  
kicks off September 15

Cost for dinner: Adult Plates- $8, Child Plates- $4

Season passes can be purchased by calling the 
business office at 704-864-4371 and ask for 

Laura Kendrick, or Dave Davis. 

        Chapel
Beginning September 15 @ 6:30 pmBeginning September 15 @ 6:30 pm  

A service of singing, prayer, 
and devotion.



Learn more about our 
small groups and 
upcoming events in our 
Fall 2021 Small Group 
Booklet. Pick one up 
at various locations 
around the church or 
visit our website: 
fumcgastonia.org/
small-groups



F.E.E.D.
Feeding, Educating, Enriching, 

and Developing.

Wednesday’s at 10am 
in the Greene House 

We will prepare meals and 
deliver them to the houseless 
population in our community. 

Contact Kelly Ray Shelton

Supper Club
Adults (20-40 years old) gather 
together in homes or restaurants 

for food and fellowship. 
6:00 – 7:00 pm 

(drop off children at church at 
5:45 pm, pick up 7:15 pm)

September 26, October 17, 
November 14, December 12

Contact Dr. Ashley Whitesell
anwhites@ncsu.edu

If you’ve missed 
our Ministry/ 
Mission Moments 
during worship a 
few times a month 
or on our social 
media, you can 
watch all the 
videos by visiting:
fumcgastonia/
ministry/
ministrymission

Ministry
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E-blast
Sign up

Trunk or treat, games and 
dessert in the main parking lot 
beginning at 12:30 pm


