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There is nothing more challenging than adopting the three-word lifestyle of Jesus as our own. Perhaps 
you have wondered why love seems to work for everyone else, but not for you. Or maybe you’ve done 
your best to love those around you, but it seems that life has drained your last drop of trust and 
affection. Nothing is better than love when it’s right; and nothing is more destructive than attempts at 
love that fail to follow the Jesus prescription for a healthy life.

 Jesus devoted his earthly life to saying these three words—“I love you”—and teaching us how 
to say them. As Jesus defined love, it takes everything you’ve got . . . and then even more, which only 
God can give. The lifestyle of love is not something you can master on your own, but Jesus is ready to 
show you how. (From the Book Jacket of The Three Hardest Words in the World to Get Right by 
Leonard Sweet)

 I look forward to you joining us for worship at First United Methodist Church for a three-part 
series based on Leonard Sweet’s book.

• May 1 – The Three Hardest Words in the World to Get Right, “I”
• May 8 – The Three Hardest Words in the World to Get Right, “Love”
• May 15 – The Three Hardest Words in the World to Get Right, “You”

Grace,

Matthew



Take Note
Minister  on  Call  Schedule

Matthew: 704-750-9126  

Tripp: 704-477-7715

Avery: 704-559-9942

May 6-8: Avery

May 13-15: Tripp

May 20-22: Matthew

May 27-29: Avery

Sunday Morning Views & Attendance
Date:       162 E.         162 E.        9am        11am         11am    
                               Online                 In-person                                    Online          In-Person  

April 3             70                  45               43           294            120
April 10          148                 36               31           291            238
April 17          65                   66               59           290            375
April 24          251                 41               44           442            162

Join us for Worship on Sundays
8:45- Contemporary Worship in the Theatre 

(162 East) *Live-streamed
9:00- Traditional Worship in the Chapel 

10:00- Sunday School for all ages
11:00- Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

*Live-streamed

 Sympathy  to
- Chuck Sexton on the death of his   
  father & mother.
- Eddie Dellinger on the death of his  
  father
- The family of Ken Kiser. 

Please email Lisa Wise to update 
any of your contact information in 

our systems.
lisawise@fumcgastonia.org

Joy  to
- Bill & Phyllis Kaser on their 65th       
   Wedding Aniversary. 



Sunday, April 24th we had a great service and a 
Commissioning of Parish 
Response Ministers:
Richard Abernethy
Charlene Angel
Ben Beasley
Sharon Eccles
Mary Lou Norcross
Davis Patton 
Libby Scieloff
Stephanie Witten

FUMC Gastonia is accepting 
applications for a full-time 

custodian to join our 
amazing facilities team! 

This team member plays 
an important role in helping 

us create and maintain a 
welcoming environment for 
all who attend or visit our 

church. We offer a 
wonderful work environment 

and a competitive pay 
package, including 

outstanding medical / dental 
benefits and paid time off. 

Visit fumcgastonia.org/jobs
to learn more about this role 

and how to apply.

Now Hiring:
Full-Time   

Custodian 



Kristi McClellan
Director of Children’s Ministries 
& Weekday Preschool 
kristi@fumcgastonia.org

Children's Ministry
We have something for everyday! 

Make sure to sign up for the Children’s weekly email. 
Email Kristi to sign up! Email: kristi@fumcgastonia.org 
Text “@9bdc72k” to 81010 to sign up for the text 
messages reminders from the Children’s Ministry. 

Sunday- Join us online or in-person. 
Worship 8:45, 9:00, or 11 am. 
Sunday School at 10 am.

Monday Mission - Mission 
projects & service 
opportunities. 

Time-to-Talk Tuesday- 
Discuss questions over the dinner 
table with your family. 

Wednesday Evening Fellowship- 
Join us in-person or activities online. 
Choirs- 5:00, Dinner- 5:30, 
Classes- 6:30 pm

Thankful Thursday- 
What are you thankful for? 

Friday Fun & Fellowship- 
Fun activities to do with 
your family! 

@ 10 AM

We had a blast at the 
Honey Hunters Game! 



SO much is happening in FUMC Kids 
this SUMMER!



Stephanie Jenkins
Director of Youth Ministries 
980-292-3182
sjenkins@fumcgastonia.org

Youth Ministry





Discipleship/Missions Ministry Becky Greene
Director of Spiritual Formation

704-864-4371 ext. 227
becky@fumcgastonia.org

It was a busy day! Hair appointment, visit to make, lunch plans and making phone calls between calendar 
items. But one of the last calls was just the voice I needed to hear. As I worked to line up shoe sizes for our 
blessing event, Ms. Gibby spoke to me. She said “Honey, God is going to honor this vision.” In other words, 
she reminded me that God was in charge, not me.

Later in the week, I visited one of our local agencies to collect shoe sizes and once again, I was stopped in 
my tracks. A gentleman said “Ma’m, I have one pair of good shoes, so I want to leave them for someone who 
needs them, but I am looking forward to the foot washing service.” WOW!

John 13:14-17 is the passage where Jesus washes his disciples’ feet. And he is very specific that we are to do 
this act of service. He says “if you do these things, you will be blessed.”
Indeed, we have been blessed to go and serve.

Blessing of the Feet Service

Feet are generally considered a necessary, but unattractive part of our body, but they serve vital functions 
both physically and symbolically. They are our physical foundation as God is our spiritual foundation, and 
they are our mode of exploration of his infinite world. God elevated this lowly appendage when he said “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who follow the Lord.” Isaiah 52:7

On April 27 we shared a delicious meal prepared by our wonderful chef Bruce with our downtown neighbors 
at Wednesday night supper. Then we walked to the gym for a worship service which was generously funded 
by the Tres Robinson fund in memory of Tres, who loved to help others. During the service, there were around 
150 assembled & 40 received shoes. The recipients of the shoes came from many community agencies 
including Boys & Girls Clubs-Bradley Teen Center, Salvation Army, Gastonia Street Ministry, and Communi-
ty Kitchen. All were uplifted by words from our ministers Matthew, Avery, and Tripp, as well as our own Kelly 
Shelton. Reverend Houston Matthews, a close friend of the Robinson family, also spoke, paying tribute to 
Tres. Hannah Coleman shared her gift of music through songs about serving God by serving our neighbors. 
Stephanie Witten’s Kindergarten Class at Hawk’s Nest added to the evening by making non-perishable items 
available. 

Then Becky Greene, who spent months planning this event, explained the Blessing of the Feet as an act of 
humility and service given to us by Jesus when He washed the feet of His disciples. Becky invited volunteers 
to proceed to stations with our neighbors for the foot washing and presentation of the shoes and socks. 
During this part of the service, there was a bond between our church volunteers and our neighbors that could 
be heard in conversation throughout the room. One person said, “I was glad to get to talk to people I have 
never met.” Another person echoed the words of Peter to Christ when she said, ``I don't feel worthy to have 
my feet washed.” Also, many were expressing appreciation for the lovely new shoes.

After this moving experience we returned to our seats for closing songs, loving words about Tres, and prayers 
of thanks. Everyone felt blessed that we were able to share in this humbling and spiritual service where we 
had followed Jesus' example by breaking bread, washing feet, and sharing our love. We walked out among 
our downtown neighbors. They were leaving with new shoes on their feet and were standing a little taller. 
Thanks be to God for moments like these.



Worship Arts Ministry
Susan Lisle
Music Associate
704-864-4371 ext. 237
susan@fumcgastonia.org

Jim O’Dell
Director of Music Ministries
704-864-4371  ext. 233
jaodell@fumcgastonia.org

 What a year we have had! Our 
music department has been in full swing 
since March 2022, and it has brought many 
children, youth and adults back to FUMC.  
As a member here you know how valuable 
this community is for building relationships 
with God and each other.
 After two years of COVID, Music and 
Worship Arts Week is finally back at Lake 
Junaluska! We have a long tradition of taking 
youth and adults to this music and 
inspiration-filled event.
 You can help send a youth to music 
week. Your support is crucial in providing this 
opportunity for our youth to sing, ring, play 
instruments, worship and fellowship at Lake 
Junaluska with others from around the United 
States.
 The cost is $350 per youth for housing, 
meals, registration, worship and concerts.  

Below are ways you can give and make sure 
to designate “Music Week” on your gifts. 
Thank you in advanced for your contributions! 

REGISTRATION FOR 
CAMP VISTA IS OPEN! 



Lisa Marisiddaiah
Parish Nurse
nurse@fumcgastonia.org

See full booklet at
fumcgastonia.org/ministries/parish-nurse

Have you lost a loved one due to Covid? 

A group of  licensed professional counselors have created a 
FREE support group open to all Gaston County residents. If 
you have suffered a loss unrelated to Coronoavirus, you are 
also welcome. This is an open group, no RSVP needed.

Every other Thursday
June 2 - September 22
10:30-11:30 am
First United Methodist Church 
190 East Franklin Blvd. Gastonia, NC 
Room #218   Light refreshments provided

JUNE 2- Jeanne Alexander and Whitney Turner

JUNE 16- Taylor Gulley

JUNE 30- Russ Keeney

JULY 14- Carla Patterson

JULY 28- Robin McIntosh

AUGUST 11- Whitney Turner

AUGUST 25- Leslie Williams

SEPTEMBER 8- David Kneen 

SEPTEMBER 22- Kathy Gauger

Facilitators: 

Covid

Please join us In-Person OR Virtually on May 18 for a 
wonderful conference on Navigating the Path to 

Emotional Wellness...Resilience in a Post-Covid World.  
Please register today by visiting:

www.fpcgastonia.org/emotionalwellness   
You can attend any or all of the sessions offered.  

Lunch will be provided for those who register by May 11. 

There will be a COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic on Sunday 
May 15, 12 noon-3pm at First Presbyterian Church, Chapel 
entrance/hallway.  Second Boosters are now available if you 
got your first booster of Moderna or Pfizer 4+ months ago 
and are:



FUMC SUMMER HAPPENINGS

Wednesday, July 20
Meal, Makers Market, and Mission.

More details to come.

Lots of fun 
happening this 

summer! 
Mark your 
calendars 

to join us! 
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