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Richard Mouw, the president of Fuller Seminary, wrote in a column some time ago:
Browsing in a large bookstore recently, I made my way to the religion section. The shelves carried the 
usual sign: “Eastern Religions, Judaism, Occult, Christianity.” But a bottom shelf that was filled with tall 
books carried the label, “OVERSIZE RELIGION.” I like the idea of a religion that is oversize; it reminds us of 
the need to resist the tendency in our culture to keep religion in its place. The God of the Bible cannot be 
confined to limited spaces. We need an oversize God because we humans have an oversize problem: our 
sinfulness.

I Like that! We need an oversize God because in our sinfulness we make God small and insignificant. As 
someone suggested to me several years ago, we play at church. We forget the responsibility we have to the 
past as we stand on the shoulders of the saints. We forget we have an obligation to the generations who will 
come after us. 

Paul reminded his followers that as leaders in God’s young church they were responsible for teaching sound 
doctrine, purity of heart and mind, and that it is better to give than it is to receive. This was kingdom work 
and the early disciples of Jesus and the followers of Paul were challenged to be responsible stewards of it. 

Despite its negative connotation among some people, steward is a good label for Christians. Stewardship 
means responsibility or care for something we do not own. We are stewards of past faithfulness and ministry 
that was passed down to us. We are responsible stewards of people, the community, and ministry. They are 
things that do not belong to us. They belong to God.

As the Church, we are the steward, the caretaker, the conveyor, and the conduit of God’s Good News. If 
there is a shortage of Good News, then the church is not doing its job. The Good News is we have the 
capacity and resources to make a difference. In spite of the pandemic and other pressing issues of the 
state, country, and world, we have an abundance of things and as someone said, “the greater the number 
of things, the deeper our need for spiritual values.” We are the stewards of the values that impact people, 
the community, and the world.

I believe we have a responsibility to expand God’s Kingdom work. 
So, to get to the point—it takes more than a few dollars to maintain 
and expand the ministry of our faith community at First United 
Methodist Church. In fact, it will take $1.6 million dollars to be in 
mission and ministry at First United Methodist Church. At present, 
we only have $882,000 in pledges for 2022 (See graph).

We need to remember that we are stewards of a mission and ministry that 
impacts people’s lives. Will First United Methodist Church continue to be 
a beacon of light and hope to downtown Gastonia? Well, that is up to you. 
Think about it.

Matthew

first



2022 Stewardship
Help us reach our goal of 
being the hands and feet 
of Jesus to our church, 

community, and world by 
turning in your 

commitment cards! 

You can cut this one out, 
fill it out, and bring to the 

business office or visit 
our website to fill out a 

card and read the 
stewardship letter online. 

You will see these charts  
posted around the church 

and filling up until our 
path to ministry is 

completely filled in! 



Take Note
Minister  on  Call  Schedule

Matthew: 704-750-9126  

Tripp: 704-477-7715

Avery: 704-559-9942

March 4-6 – Avery

March 11-13 – Tripp

March 18-20 – Matthew

March 25-27 – Tripp

Sunday Morning Views & Attendance
Date:       162 E.         162 E.        9am        11am         11am    
                               Online                 In-person                                     Online         In-Person  

February 6     146                 45               38           399            104

February 13    84                  24               37           397            116

February 20   110                 38               41           370            114

February 27   109                 57               34           428            154

Join us for Worship on Sundays
8:45- Contemporary Worship in the Theatre 

(162 East) *Live-streamed
9:00- Traditional Worship in the Chapel 

10:00- Sunday School for all ages
11:00- Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

*Live-streamed

 Sympathy  to
- The Family of Kay Allen.
- Don Stacey on the death of his     
  brother.
- Sherry Stacy on the death of her       
  mother. 

Please email Lisa Wise to update 
any of your contact information in 

our systems.
lisawise@fumcgastonia.org

Joy  to
- Caroline & Claire Thompson and 
  their family on their baptism. 



Thank you to all of our 
tutors that participate in 
tutoring children from the 
Boys & Girls club 
here on 
Wednesday 
afternoons.

Kristi McClellan
Director of Children’s Ministries 
& Weekday Preschool 
kristi@fumcgastonia.org

Children's Ministry
Provide a meal 
at the Boys and 
Girls Club on the 
first Wednesday 

We have something for everyday! 
Make sure to sign up for the Children’s weekly email. 
Email Kristi to sign up! Email: kristi@fumcgastonia.org 
Text “@9bdc72k” to 81010 to sign up for the text 
messages reminders from the Children’s Ministry. 

Sunday- Join us online or 
in-person. Worship 8:45, 
9:00, or 11 am. 
Sunday School at 10 am.

Monday Mission - Mission 
projects & service 
opportunities. 

Time-to-Talk Tuesday- 
Discuss questions over 
the dinner table with your 
family. 

Wednesday Evening Fellowship- 
Join us in-person or activities online. 
Choirs- 5:00, Dinner- 5:30, 
Classes- 6:30 pm

Thankful Thursday- 
What are you thankful for? 

Friday Fun & Fellowship- 
Fun activities to do with 
your family! 

of each month for 150 children. 
Contact Melissa Buchanan to sign up. 
melissalbuchanan@gmail.com
April 6, 2022 & May 4, 2022



@ 10 AM



Stephanie Jenkins
Director of Youth Ministries 
980-292-3182
sjenkins@fumcgastonia.org

Youth Ministry





New Small Groups

Due to a death in the family of our leaders, the 
study of Just Mercy on Wednesday evenings 
will be postponed to a later date.

Wednesday Evening Fellowship 



Discipleship/Missions Ministry Becky Greene
Director of Spiritual Formation

704-864-4371 ext. 227
becky@fumcgastonia.org

 For college basketball fans, March Madness is one of the most anticipated times of the season. For the 
next few weeks, athletes will rededicate themselves to work on their craft, they will stay connected and teams 
will give their all.
 Likewise, in the life of a Christian, we should anticipate our season of Lent with the same fervor 
and discipline. Some will celebrate Mardi Gras, the French word for Fat Tuesday. It is also referred to as 
Shrovetide, meaning the last day before the liturgical period called Lent. Shrove means to confess or be 
absolved of sin. In the church, Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting and reflection. It also marks the first day 
of Lent.
  Much like the student-athletes pursuing March Madness, as Christians we take the next 40 days to 
contemplate the state of our souls and how to improve our spiritual practices. Just as important as giving 
up something for Lent, it is to rededicate our efforts to improve our craft of following Jesus through prayers, 
presence, gifts, service and witness. It’s important we stay connected to God and one another during this 
crucial period of faith development. We bring out the best in one another as “iron sharpens iron”. And just as 
Jesus gave his all for our sins through his death and resurrection, we, too, must make every effort to pour our 
heart and soul into God’s Kingdom here on earth.
 The basketball team who raises the championship trophy will be the one who is disciplined, unselfish 
and committed to the process. Likewise, the Christian who grows during Lent will be disciplined, unselfish 
and committed to the process.
 Come to find out that March Madness is not just for sports fans, but for all us! As iron sharpens iron, 
so one person sharpens another. Proverbs 27:17

In the Church

Love God with Heart, Soul, and Mind

“When I called you, you answered me; 
you greatly emboldened me.”  Psalm 138:3 NIV

 The February 13th Leadership Event was a wonderful opportunity to fellowship around festive tables, to 
worship together, and to hear from leaders of the United Methodist Church Western North Carolina Conference.  
All who attended were given opportunities for growth through Becky Greene’s vision for this event: that we 
“answer God’s call to increase the strength of our soul and to love God with our heart, soul, and mind.”   
 
 In the breakout sessions with the Conference leaders, we learned about caring for the body of Christ, 
how changes during these challenging times require finding a new normal, and how to bring the “sparkle of 
gold and the sweetness of honey” to our soul. We discussed ways to navigate the shift in leadership and giving 
at FUMC, to fulfil our vision, and to continue to grow our ministry. 
 
 We are making exciting plans for more learning opportunities to follow up on this event. Please stay 
tuned for information about ways First United Methodist Church of Gastonia can thrive in a post-pandemic 
world!

In His Peace,  Clara Harris



Parish Nurse Ministry Lisa Marisiddaiah
Parish Nurse
nurse@fumcgastonia.org

See full Parish Nurse Booklet online at: 
fumcgastonia.org/ministries/parish-nurse

If you are ever 
in need of 

counseling services, 
please contact: 



Save the DatesSave the Dates



Worship Arts Ministry
Susan Lisle
Music Associate
704-864-4371 ext. 237
susan@fumcgastonia.org

Jim O’Dell
Director of Music Ministries
704-864-4371  ext. 233
jaodell@fumcgastonia.orgFrom: Music Ministries 

March Newsletter 2022 
 
First UMC’s Music Ministries, with guidance from First’s Health Advisory Board, will be fully 
opening all groups to all participants beginning Wednesday, March 2nd with the Children’s 
Choirs and Children’s Handbells. The Chancel Choir and 162 East Band, Crossfire, will have no 
size restrictions. Although masks will be optional all participants in the adult groups must be up 
to date on their vaccines and boosters. Our prayer is that we continue to remain healthy while 
lifting up our praise to God. 
 
Please join us on Friday, March 11th at 7:30 PM for a choral concert with the Gardner-Webb 
University Concert Choir as they perform during their 2022 Spring Tour. The group is directed 
by Dr. Joshua Cheney, Director of Choral activities, and accompanied by our organist, Timothy 
Scruggs, Collaborative Artist and University Organist. 
 
The is no admission charge, but a free will offering will be taken to help defray the group’s 
expenses. 
 
God Bless All of us! 
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SUNDAY,
MARCH 06

First Baptist Church 

of Shelby, NC 

6:30 pm

THURSDAY,
MARCH 10 

Dover Chapel, 

Gardner-Webb University

 8:00 pm

FRIDAY,
MARCH 11 

First United Methodist Church 

of Gastonia, NC 
7:30 pm

SUNDAY,
MARCH 13 

First Baptist Church 

of Raleigh, NC 
11:00 am worship service 

TUESDAY,
MARCH 15 

First Baptist Church

of Winston-Salem, NC 
6:30 pm 

GARDNER-WEBB UNIVERSITY
BOILING SPRINGS, NORTH CAROLINA

For information please contact: 

Dr. Joshua Cheney, Director of Choral Activities

704-406-3992 | jcheney1@gardner-webb.edu

Children’s Choirs and 
Children’s handbells will resume 

Wednesday, March 2. 



Bessemer City & Bethesda UMC

Rev. Trip Hord
Pastor at First UMC Bessemer 
City & Bethesda UMC
tripp@fumcgastonia.org

Partnership Report

 I really enjoyed the Leadership Event that was held at our Church a couple of weeks 
ago! I attended the, “Leading through Change” workshop with Chris Westmoreland. One 
of the things that I took from the session, was as change takes place we need to embrace 
the opportunities that come with that change that leads to success.

 When I think of someone who had great success in life, I think of Joshua. He found 
success because he was faithful to God. Several others thoughts come to mind as to why 
Joshua found success. One, was he did not quit. Joshua was a true warrior for God.  He 
understood his purpose and his calling.  He focused on his relationship with God, he 
focused on the Words of God and faithfully obeyed every command. So God rewarded 
him with victory.

 Are we taking time to be true warrior for God? Are we focused on our faith, our 
relationship with God, faithfully, trusting the words of the God, faithfully obeying and 
serving? Next, Joshua did not fight his battles alone. Joshua was the leader of his troops 
and had thousands of men who were faithfully fighting alongside him. The people did as 
he commanded because of his confidence in God. Are we trying to handle our battles 
alone or do we depend on family, friends and God? Joshua knew God intimately. He 
meditated on God’s Word day and night and that probably was the secret to his success.

 I say all this because we have a wonderful opportunity to reach out and serve this 
entire county. Between First in Bessemer City, First in Gastonia and now Bethesda we can 
continue to do the great things we are doing, but in this time of change, what might God 
be calling us to do? I certainly don’t have all the answers and I welcome any input and I 
look forward to where God might be leading us!

Rev. Tripp Hord

Imposition of Ashes
Wednesday, March 2nd 

First United Methodist Bessemer City
11:30 – 1:00

Bethesda United Methodist Church 
5:00 – 6:30

Please drive through at the above times and 
receive the ashes as we celebrate the start of 

the Easter Season!



Lent & Holy Week 

Holy Week:  Palm Sunday, April 10
Maundy Thursday Communion, April 14, 5:30-7:30 pm

Good Friday Procession of the Cross, April 15, 10:30 am
Easter Sunday, April 17, Sunrise at 7 AM, 162 at 8:45 AM, 

Chapel 9 AM, & Sanctuary  at 11 AM



Thank You 

A Thank you 
from Linda 

McConnell with 
the Gaston 

Literacy Council 
for your 

Generosity on 
Christmas Eve. 

Thank you for your donations to 
CAM during February. We collected 
35 bags BEFORE the photo on the 

right was taken. Thank you for being 
the hands and feet of Jesus! 



First United 
Methodist 
Church of 

Gastonia, NC

FUMCGastonia

Connect with us...

Give Online! Sign up to receive 
Newsletters online

Website: www.fumcgastonia.org
Phone: 704.864.4371
Email: contact@fumcgastonia.org

First United Methodist Church 
PO Box 218
Gastonia, NC 28053

Published Monthly 
at 190 East Franklin 
Blvd. Gastonia, NC 
(USPS 198-720)
Periodicals postage 
paid at Gastonia, NC.
POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to 
Newsletter of First 
United Methodist 
Church, PO Box 218
Gastonia, NC 28053

E-blast
Sign up

Register at:  https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/MethodismSpring2022


