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News  at  FirstNews  at  First

 The author Susan Beaumont reminds me that we are living in a liminal time. Liminal time or 
space is not a term that we use every day but is apropos for the time we are in. Liminal or liminality 
comes from the Latin limen; it is the bottom part of a doorway that must be crossed when entering a 
building. For those of you familiar with Greek mythology, you may remember that the god Janus 
represents the liminal experience. Janus is the God of beginnings, gates, transitions, time, doorways, 
passages, and endings. He is usually depicted as having two faces, one that looks to the future and 
one to the past.
 Liminal seasons are threshold experiences. It is a time when we cross over to something new. 
In a very real sense, we are being forced into the new. COVID 19 is forcing all of us to go about 
everyday life, socialization, work, play, and church in new and challenging ways. As hard as it is at 
times, it is pushing us towards new ways of thinking about how we live, love our world and those 
around us. Wearing a face mask is just one example. 
 Our Wesleyan theological heritage is one of grace. These are certainly days when we need to 
practice grace. John Wesley, said that God’s people should follow “three simple rules.” Wesley said 
that we should “Do no Harm, do Good, and Attend to the Ordinances of God.” Simply put, we are to 
stay in love with God and one of the ways that we do that is by following these rules.
 So, what does all of this mean during this time of liminality, this time when we are between what 
was and what will be? Well, it means that we continue to be the Body of Christ in this community. It 
means that we continue to be a people of grace each and every week. It means that we press forward 
with mission, ministry and worship. We lean on what has been but we also look to the future. It will be 
different but God will be in the midst of it as God is with us now.
 In the meantime, please keep the staff in your prayers as we lean into this new time together. 
Pray for me as I look towards my first Sunday as the new Senior Pastor of this great church.
 - July 5 – Rev. Avery White (Romans 7:15-25a)
 - July 12 – Rev. Dr. Matthew Burton (Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23)
 - July 19 – Rev. Dr. Matthew Burton (Psalm 139)
 - July 26 – Rev. Dr. Matthew Burton (Romans 8:26-39)

Grace,
Matthew



Take Note
Minister  on  Call  Schedule

Matthew: 704-750-9126  
Tripp: 704-477-7715
Avery: 704-559-9942

July 3-5 - Avery
July 10-12 - Tripp

July 17-19 - Matthew
July 24-26 - Avery

July 31-Aug. 2 – Tripp

Sympathy to
-Laura Albright and family on the death of her father.
-Vickey Shelton, Stephanie Elliott, and family on the 
death of Ken Shelton.
Loyd Rose and family on the death of Barbara Rose.
-Emily Graham, Emily Howell, and family on the death 
of their father/brother.

Joy to 
-Commander Rev. Dr. Crystal McPhail who was recently 
promoted to Commander of the Navy. 

Sunday Morning Views
Date:       FUMC views:    162 Views:
June 7      1,016                  440   
June 14      974                           526
June 21    1,177                         390
June 28      817          333

A Note from our Director of Spiritual Formation
 The mission of our church is to see Christ in every person we encounter and demonstrate to them 
the love of God and the teachings of Jesus. Within this statement are some action words and we have 
been challenged during this pandemic to accomplish deeds a bit differently. I am so impressed with the 
ways FUMC-Gastonia continues to encounter, demonstrate and teach the love of God.
 In this new and uncertain landscape, I have never been more proud of this community. We are 
encountering people through online worship and the use of technology, but we are also making more 
personal phone calls, sending cards, and sitting in the backyard with our neighbors. The ties that bind are 
strong. Thanks be to God.
 Together, we have demonstrated love for this community through food distribution to Camp 
Sunshine and the Weekend Backpack Program, collecting food for Crisis Assistance Ministry, serving 
breakfast at the Salvation Army, and dinners at the Boys and Girls Club. While at the same time you are 
caring for your family and loved ones who have been impacted in different ways.
 And finally, we are teaching one another that God is so good. “Whatever things are lovely...think on 
these things” (Philippians 4:8). Many of us, including Prayer Pause have been reading through the book 
of Philippians this month, some are using the personal scripture guide and Disciple Bible Study, others 
are engaged in small groups or the Upper Room devotion. This pandemic has in many ways caused us to 
re-order our personal and church life. I believe we will look different on the other side of this. God is making 
all things new!
Becky Greene
Director of Spiritual Formation

Drive-up, drop-off  items for Crisis Assistance 
Ministry or snacks for Robin Johnson House. 

Saturday, July 11th, 9:00 to 11:00 

FUMC parking lot- Wells Fargo side
Our purpose remains strong “for such a time as this”.

All United Methodist Women have 
an opportunity to show your faith, 

hope and love with ACTION!



Below: The Family Life Center parking lot 
has been paved and the east side of the 

campus is nearly complete!

July 2020

Above: Before photo of the East side of campus.
Photo taken in May 2018. 

Below: After photo from the same vantage point. 

Below: When visiting the church, please use the west 
entrance, until further notice. There is plenty of 

parking in the main lot (west side of the Sanctuary). 

Below, Left: Here is a close up of the new west entrance. 
During COVID-19 Phase Two protocols, this exterior door is 

unlocked Monday through Friday, 8 AM to 5 PM.

Above, Right: Once you enter the exterior doors shown 
above, please ring the reception desk using the new 
two-way video intercom mounted next to the interior 
door. You will be buzzed in and you can then proceed 

to the new reception desk.

Left: There is 
no more ramp! 
Please use the 
entrance shown 
above when 
entering the 
church. 



Worship  Arts  Ministry

Rev. Saxon Scarborough
Minister of Music
704-864-4371 ext. 233
saxon@fumcgastonia.org

Susan Lisle
Music Associate
704-864-4371 ext. 237
susan@fumcgastonia.org

Aaron Prillaman
162 East Worship Leader
aaron@fumcgastonia.org

Timothy Scruggs
Organist
timothy@fumcgastonia.org

Sunday worship online: 
Facebook.com/FUMCgastonia I Facebook.com/162East I Fumcgastonia.org

#FUMCSINGS

Parish  Nurse  Ministry

Post a video of you singing, playing an 
instrument, or worshiping in any way 
to social media and use the hashtag 
#FUMCSINGS so we can all enjoy your 
many talents while worshiping! 

Ensembles for 11:00am worship
July 5     Handbell Quartet 

July 12   Susan Lisle & Timothy Scruggs, 
piano/organ duet 

July 19   TBA
July 26   Handbell Quartet



Timothy Scruggs
Organist
timothy@fumcgastonia.org

Parish  Nurse  Ministry Lisa Marisiddaiah
Parish Nurse
nurse@fumcgastonia.org

As you are cleaning your 
house and closets during 
your time-at-home, 
please consider donating:

- Old eyeglasses or sunglasses 
to the "Recycle for Sight" 
program. Your old glasses can 
bring a new view to someone 
else in a developing country.... 
Perhaps allowing them to read, 
go to school, gain employment.
  
- New or gently used purses, 
scarves, jewelry for the "Purses 
for a Purpose" fundraiser to 
benefit Alzheimer research.  
Date TBD.

- Jewelry with beads, that can be 
used for the Prayer Bead Ministry

Contact Lisa Marisiddaiah for 
more information. 

#Donate4Life

BE BOLD. BE BRAVE. 
SAVE LIVES.

DonateDonate
BLOODBLOOD
Donate
BLOOD

ID REQUIRED
Donors must be at least 16 years old. Those who are 16 years old need parental permission. 

See website for more details. *One offer per donor, per donation. No cash value.  
Not-transferable. If you have recently donated, thank you.  

Please visit us when you are eligible to donate again.

FREE COVID-19 Antibody Test for all successful donors.

Wednesday, July 29, 2020
12:00 PM - 8:00 PM

First Presbyterian
 Church of Gastonia

LOCATION: 1621 E. Garrison Blvd
All donors will receive a FREE OneBlood 

Totebag and a wellness checkup including 
blood pressure, temperature, iron count, 

pulse and cholesterol screening! 
To make an appointment, please visit

www.oneblood.org/donate-now and use sponsor code #47798

Volunteers needed...looking for a few 
individuals who enjoy writing, to help document 
details/ stories related to several parish nursing 
ministry events. Please contact 
Lisa Marisiddaiah, nurse@fumcgastonia.org 
or 704-750-5472

Writers 
Wanted



Children's  Ministry
Kristi McClellan
Director of Children’s Ministries 
& Weekday Preschool 
kristi@fumcgastonia.org

Follow the above 
instruction to join 
the “Remind App” 

to get all of the 
updates from the 

Children’s ministry. 

For bible stories, Sunday School 
lessons, and more, like us on 

facebook! 

Monday Mission & Memo- Get your weekly Children’s ministry 
email to know what’s coming up & mission project!
Time-to-Talk Tuesday- Discussion questions for your family. 
Wacky games and Wonder Wednesday- Games to play as a 
family and thoughts about this week’s lesson. 
Thankful Thursday- What are you thankful for? Spend time 
discussing with your family. 
Friday Fun & Fellowship- We’ve been playing the Quarantine 
Olympics. Join us! 
Sunday- Join us for Sunday School on Facebook at 9am and 
Worship at 10am.

Something for Everyday! 

Be on the lookout 
for Summer Virtual 
Interest Camp and 

Parks & Prayers 
information in your 

weekly emails. 



Stephanie Jenkins
Director of Student Ministries 
980-292-3182
sjenkins@fumcgastonia.orgYouth  Ministry

UUMMYYFF  

 UMYF continues to be online only.   
 Updates will be sent out via remind & email.   

 

 

 

Summer Mission Trip Update 
SSrr--HHii  MMiissssiioonn  TTrriipp  

July 20-24 (M-F) 
Current 8th-12th grade 

MMiidd--HHii  MMiissssiioonn  TTrriipp  
July 20-24 (M-F) 

Current 6th-8th grade 

WWhhaatt:   We will be partnering with Carolina Cross Connection in  
             serving the greatest need.  This may include home repair,  
             urban outreach & more. 
 

WWhheerree: Due to Covid-19, All mission trips will now be local and we  
             will serve in Gaston County. 
   

CCoosstt::     $150 (Scholarships are available upon request) 
 

DDeeaaddlliinnee  ttoo  SSiiggnn  UUpp: May 31st  
 

NNeexxtt  MMeeeettiinngg  ((SSRR--HHii  OOnnllyy))::   May 17th @ 7pm via Zoom 

2020 Senior High Graduates 
20 FUMC Graduates will be recognized in worship June 7th 

 
Class of 2020 Dinner is May 31st  Due to gathering size 

restrictions, dinner will be delivered to graduates’ homes 
by special messengers along with surprises.  The  

graduates & their parents/guardians will join on a zoom 
grad party at 6:30, where more surprises are in store.  

The Youth are working hard to bring a fun, 
moving and memorable worship service to you 

May 17th.  Each worship service will feature  
different youth serving in different roles. 

 Music, scripture and more are led by the youth.  
Kyla Farmer, Clark Styers and Sophie Jurs will be 

delivering the message on “Choosing Wisely.”     

@fumcumyf  

It is with a heavy heart that we have to cancel both 
our Mid-Hi Mission week for July 13-17, and our 
Sr-Hi Mission week for July 20-24.  Carolina Cross 
Connection canceled all their mission weeks for the 
summer of 2020. This was not a decision they took 
lightly, but is necessary due to the new restrictions by 
our state and Bishop. The money used for the mission 
trips can still be used to help our community. 
Contact Stephanie Jenkins for more information. 

The youth will continue to have Sunday night Zoom calls at 7pm and 
Wednesday calls at 11:00am with fun activities and fellowship. 
Check your weekly emails for more updates. 

“Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever.” 

Hebrews 13:8
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First United 
Methodist 
Church of 

Gastonia, NC

FUMCGastonia @FUMCGastonia

Connect with us...

Give Online! Sign up to receive 
Newsletters online

Website: www.fumcgastonia.org
Phone: 704.864.4371
Email: contact@fumcgastonia.org

First United Methodist Church 
PO Box 218
Gastonia, NC 28053

Published Monthly 
at 190 East Franklin 
Blvd. Gastonia, NC 
(USPS 198-720)
Periodicals postage 
paid at Gastonia, NC.
POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to 
Newsletter of First 
United Methodist 
Church, PO Box 218
Gastonia, NC 28053

E-blast
Sign up

Our mission is to see Christ in every person we 
encounter and demonstrate to them the love of 

God and the teachings of Jesus.

Email Amanda to update any of your contact 
information in our systems.

Amanda@fumcgastonia.org

Check our social media and weekly 
E-blast for more updates. 

Facebook.com/FUMCgastonia


