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Harrisburg, PA 
 
Things Harrisburg is Known For:  

Harrisburg is the capitol city of Pennsylvania and home to 
Hershey’s Chocolate, Pennsylvania Farm Show, City 
Island, the National Civil War Museum, Cow Parade, and 

Broad Street Market. 

 

Harrisburg History: 
Harrisburg has played a major role in history from the 
Civil War to the Industrial Revolution. Located 35 miles 

from Gettysburg, Harrisburg played a significant role in 
transporting supplies and materials for the Union armies 
during the Civil War. During the Industrial Revolution, the 
city became a large intersection point for railroads and a 
major player in the steel industry. In the mid-1900s the 
steel industry was on the decline and suburban migration 
was on the rise, leaving the city of Harrisburg in economic 

distress.  
 
The city has made many attempts to recover from its 
economic struggles, but the overall efforts have not 

helped to reduce the city’s immense debt. In 2011, the 
City of Harrisburg ran out of options and filed for 

bankruptcy. Since filing for bankruptcy, the city has made 
strides to bring resources back to the community. 
Although there are noticeable improvements, there are 
still neighborhoods within Harrisburg that remain under-
resourced.    

 
History of YouthWorks in Harrisburg: 
YouthWorks started serving in Harrisburg in 2010. A 

former county commissioner, Nick DiFrancisco, extended 
the invitation to YouthWorks after going on YouthWorks 
trips with his church. He connected YouthWorks with 
Swatara Church of God as a housing location and the 
church graciously welcomed us. YouthWorks has been 

able to connect with many incredible organizations 

providing resources and care for their community. 
Currently, we are working to focus more of our efforts to 
the Camp Curtin and Allison Hill neighborhoods, two of 
the neighborhoods with the most need.  

 

Why is Youthworks in Harrisburg? 
Though Harrisburg seems to be a flourishing city, there 

are still significant challenges facing this small urban 
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Harrisburg Census Stats 

 

 

HARRISBURG POPULATION: 50,099 

 

RACE: 

• White (Non-Hispanic) – 34.9% 

• Hispanic or Latino 21.8% 

• Asian – 4.6% 

• Black or African American – 51.5% 

 

 

POVERTY RATE – 26.2% 

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME - $39,685 

HOMEOWNERSHIP RATE – 35.6% 

MEDIAN HOME VALUE – $80,000 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE – 79.6% 

 

 

 

Typical Weather in Harrisburg 

 

During the summer months, Harrisburg 
enjoys warmer temperatures in the low 80s. 
Alongside of the heat, Harrisburg can get 
quite humid, making it feel hotter. 
Participants should pack for hot and humid 

temperatures. 
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community. After filing for bankruptcy in 2011, a variety of stressors impacted the city negatively, including 

corrupt government leadership, unevenly distributed resources, and a diminishing infrastructure. The 

community is still on the rise after this significant event in its story. Although there are noticeable 

improvements to the city since 2011, there are still neighborhoods within the community that remain 

significantly under-resourced. YouthWorks invests its resources in the Allison Hill neighborhoods, considered 

to be the most under-resourced neighborhoods in Harrisburg. We work with organizations within the 

community, including neighborhood associations, summer camps for children, and community gardens. We 

also partner with organizations outside Allison Hill that help resource the neighborhood, such as food banks 

and other local ministries. 

Issues in Harrisburg: 

 

POVERTY 

Camp Curtin and Allison Hill are full of culture and people from many different countries. In these 
neighborhoods, 75% of people are living below the poverty line. Other challenges facing this community 

include high vacancy rates and housing costs. This neighborhood was affected the most when wealthy whites 
started to abandon the city in the 1960s & 70s; it consequently still has a reputation of being poor and having 
higher crime rates.  

 

CRIME 

In 2013, Harrisburg was ranked in the top 25 most dangerous cities in the United States. Non-profit 

organizations, agencies, and ministries are bringing new initiatives to resource the neighborhood including 
tutoring programs, urban gardens, employment counseling, and medical clinics. Camp Curtin and Allison Hill 
have created a culture of collaboration amongst these organizations. 
 
Positive Opportunities & Why Serving in Harrisburg Matters: 

 

RELATIONSHIPS 

Children in Harrisburg thrive with one-on-one attention and have an endless supply of energy to play games 

with you. Senior citizens that you’ll meet have a chance to share their knowledge & life stories or simply have 

fun. Knowing groups have come to Harrisburg to meet them is so beneficial in helping individuals see they 

have value. 

 

BREAKDOWN STEREOTYPES  

The aesthetics of Allison Hill often lead outsiders to dismiss the neighborhood as a “dangerous” place, but you 

will quickly learn this part of Harrisburg is so much more than its appearance. The people of this community 

bring life and warmth to what would seem to be a desolate place.  Visitors quickly fall in love with this 

neighborhood and its people. 

 

 

 


