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 Dennis Okholm begins his book, Dangerous Passions, Deadly Sins: Learning from the Psychology 
of Ancient Monks, with this illustration: 

 In the 1995 movie, Seven, after killing six people who represent the first six of the seven deadly  
 sins, “John Doe” delivers a speech explaining his actions to the two detectives who have captured  
 him. After recounting the sin of each person he has murdered, he spills out his rationale: “We see  
 a deadly sin on every street corner, in every home, and we tolerate it. We tolerate it because it’s  
 common, it’s trivial. We tolerate it morning, noon, and night.”

 The truth is we do tolerate the deadly sins. Okholm believes that the seven sins have become 
virtuous in many people’s eyes. You may remember the character Gordon Gekko from the movie, Wall 
Street, and his famous quote:

 The point is, ladies and gentleman, that greed, for lack of a better word, is good, greed is right,  
 greed works. Greed clarifies, cuts through, and captures the essence of the evolutionary spirit.  
 Greed, in all of its forms; greed for life, for money, for love, knowledge has marked the upward   
 surge of mankind. And greed, you mark my words, will not only save Teldar Paper, but that other  
 malfunctioning corporations called USA. Thank you very much.

 There are many who have decided that gluttony, lust, greed, anger, envy, sloth, and pride are no 
longer sins but virtues to be accepted and even promoted. Since the early fourth century, thoughtful 
Christians have thought otherwise. The seven sins were of such a concern to St. Benedict who founded 
twelve monasteries, that he included them in The Rule of St. Benedict, a set of rules governing his monks. 
In the ensuing years, The Rule became on of the most influential documents in Western Civilization.
  Retired Bishop William H. Willimon says that “It is a sure sign of a compromised church—a church 
that has retired from doing battle with the principalities and powers, a church without prophets—when 
one finds a church that has ceased dealing with sin.” The Bible reminds us that sin and evil don’t come 
out of God’s creation of the world but from the human heart. People often asked the famous Dr. Jung, 
“Will we make it?” It’s a great question for today. Jung always replied, “If enough people will do their inner 
work.” Doing inner work, looking deep into our hearts is truly the most important thing. Realizing that we 
are all sinners who must constantly work on ourselves, is the only way out of the darkness.
 I hope you will join me on a seven-week inner journey as we explore the seven deadly sins. I 
strongly recommend that you purchase William H. Willimon’s book, Sinning Like a Christian: A New Look 
at the Seven Deadly Sins, and join us during preaching series:
 January 1 – Pride
 February 7 – Envy
 February 14 – Anger
 February 21 – Sloth
 February 28 – Greed
 March 7 – Gluttony



Take Note
Minister  on  Call  Schedule

Matthew: 704-750-9126  
Tripp: 704-477-7715
Avery: 704-559-9942

February 5-7 - Tripp

February 12-14 – Matthew

February 19-21 – Avery

February 26-28 – Tripp

Sunday Morning 
Views

Date:      Boxcast:    FB:
Jan 3         232   1,175
Jan 10       270  700
Jan 17       247             818
Jan 24       213  707

Joy  to
- Kellie and Andrew Reep on the birth of Graham Miller 

Sympathy  to
- Gloria Carpenter and Family on the death of Joe Carpenter.
- Libby Huskins and Family on the death of her father.
- Bob Latta and Family on the death of his brother.
- Brenda and Joe Pell, Mike Taylor and Family on the    
 death of Tammy Taylor.

Worship  Arts  Ministry



Worship  Arts  Ministry
Susan Lisle
Music Associate
704-864-4371 ext. 237
susan@fumcgastonia.org

Timothy Scruggs
Organist
timothy@fumcgastonia.org

Sunday worship online: 
Facebook.com/FUMCgastonia 

Facebook.com/162East 

Fumcgastonia.org/worship/view-services
SEARCH FOR:

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

We have located in storage 
about 40 copies of this album 
from 1967’s FUMC Chancel 

Choir!  Get yours today!  
First come, first served. 



Kristi McClellan
Director of Children’s Ministries 
& Weekday Preschool 
kristi@fumcgastonia.org

Children’s Ministry  

 Check us out via Social Media 

OOuuttrreeaacchh  --  FFrriieennddllyy  NNeeiigghhbboorr  BBaaggss  

@fumcumyf  @FUMCGastoniaYouth 

On January 17th our youth packed 120 Friendly Neighbor Bags for 
those surrounding our church who may be in need of some  

assistance.  The bags include a bottle of water, crackers, lip balm, 
mask, travel tissues, wet wipe, and notecard with a prayer & list 
of resources.  Feel free to pick up a few from our 
front desk to give to those you may encounter. 

 

Special thanks to 
Dr. Trish Murray for  

joining us for a  
special zoom for 
youth & parents 

CELEBRATED YOUTH LEADERS 

 January 10th we had a great  
celebration on zoom to lift up our 

youth counselors & Sunday 
School teachers.  We specifically 
lifted up Caroline Haney & Cheryl 
Loggins as they retire from UMYF. 

Upcoming Dates 
March 28  Palm Sunday Hike 

May 23 Graduate Sunday 
July 11-17 Sr-Hi Mission Trip 

July 25-31 Mid-Hi Mission Trip  

Pride Envy Anger Sloth 

Greed Gluttony Lust 

Mark the date… Youth Sunday is March 14th!  
For the next couple weeks we’ll be getting ready writing 

and filming skits, picking out and practicing music,  
and getting sermons ready.   

We’re excited to bring the youth’s interpretation of the 
seven deadly sins to the congregation. 

7 7 

Check out the videos on our social 
media for the best pancake making      
  experience! 
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 I wanted to share with you an exciting testimony regarding the amazing ways God is using our small 
group ministry !
 Being the leader of a small group I chose a seven-week study on the life and ministry of Elijah, by Pris-
cilla Shirer. Those of you organizing and facilitating this ministry had worked hard to set up a system whereby 
people could view recorded video promos from each small group leader online through our church website.
The evening before our Elijah study was to begin I received an email notification that someone had signed 
up for this class whose name , email and phone number I did not recognize.  I looked up the area code and 
found that it was from PENNSYLVANIA !! I called the number and was astonished and thrilled to hear this 
lovely lady tell me her story! She said she had always appreciated the teachings of Priscilla Shirer, had heard 
she had published this new study on Elijah and very much wanted to participate in one. She searched the 
Internet and found several churches in the country who were offering it.  But she found OUR PROMO VIDEO 
ON FACEBOOK  and just "knew" this was the one she wanted to try.  The fact that it was being offered on 
Zoom made it possible for her to participate.
 We had our first class today .She joined us and expressed her profound gratitude for our being there, 
offering this class and welcoming her.  She shared her "story" to everyone's delight.
Ten minutes after class I received an email from her thanking us again for being there and for providing the 
kind of in-depth Bible study and warm fellowship she was feeling such a deep need for, especially in these 
difficult times.
 THAT is why we do what we do in small group ministries, isnt it?!  Not only are we ministering to 
those among our own "flock", but the unusual circumstances which have led us to online communications 
is touching lives as far away as Pennsylvania. Thank you to each one who works for, ministers through  and 
attends small groups!  May this ministry continue to bear much fruit for our good and His glory!

In His Grace,
Marti Sell

Small  Group  Ministry 





Lent  & Holy Week 
Preparing for Lent

Creating sacred spaces at home is important for our 
spiritual formation. It is a way of keeping the faith at 
the forefront of our daily lives.
I like to select a prominent place in our home like the 
dining table or coffee table. Items I usually include 
for Lent are a candle, cross, plate for fasting, church 
and Bible. They represent spiritual disciplines for the 
Lenten journey. The candle reminds us that God is 
always with us, the cross symbolizes the crucifixion 
and the resurrection, the empty plate is for fasting, 
the church reminds us to be in prayer for the body of 
Christ and the scriptures in the Bible should be read. 
You should make your Lenten space unique to your 
family. We often remember to decorate our home for 
Easter. Why not start early this year and celebrate 
the season of Lent.

Becky Greene
Director of Spiritual 
Formation
becky@fumcgastonia.org



Maundy Thursday Communion
April 1, 2021 
5:00 p.m.

Good Friday: Procession of the Cross
April 2
11:00 a.m.
Join us as we remember the true meaning of Easter by processing the stations of the 
cross on Good Friday.

Easter Sunday 
April 4 

Lenten Photo Challenge
Visit @RethinkChurch on Facebook and Instagram for a full list of the photo challenge. 
Use the hashtags #rethinkchurch and #fumclent so we can share your photos! 



Parish  Nurse  Ministry Lisa Marisiddaiah
Parish Nurse
nurse@fumcgastonia.org

Check out all other 
offerings at :
fumcgastonia.org/
ministries/parish-nurse
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update any of your contact
 information in our systems.
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There is still time to pledge to the  2021 
Budget here at FUMC!  Please visit 

www. fumcgastonia.org/2021-stewardship 
to submit your pledge via FUMC’s secure 

web form.


