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Dear FUMC Family
On November 17th, Governor Cooper released a new COVID-19 County Alert System, which will allow local 
leaders to assess their county and make necessary decisions to protect their communities. According to these 
metrics, Gaston County falls into the red/critical tier, meaning that the increase in cases is serious and the 
effect on our local hospital is critical. In addition, we have also received an update from the Bishop of our 
Western North Carolina Annual Conference:
 

The Bishop and Cabinet urge pastors and church leaders to use this system to monitor their county and to 
reconsider their decision to hold indoor worship, particularly if their county is “red.” All local churches are 

asked to use extreme caution in response to the recent rapid spread of the virus.
 

In response to this news, our Reopening Task Force has made the difficult decision to postpone our return to 
in-person worship which was originally scheduled for Sunday December 6, 2020. We do long to worship 
together again on campus; however, even more so we long to be faithful to the call to love our neighbor. This is 
one way that we can protect one another, particularly those who are most vulnerable, and do all that we can to 
limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus. We will continue to monitor these metrics, and will once again consider 
in-person worship after the first of the year.

Stay tuned for an announcement about ways to worship with us on Christmas Eve. 

In the meantime, the season of Advent is upon us. A season of preparation, in which we acknowledge the 
miraculous way that God is With Us. Thanks be to God for this amazing gift of Emmanuel. There continue to 
be many opportunities for ministry and service at FUMC as we live out our mission statement: “To see Christ
 in every person we encounter and demonstrate to them the love of God and the teachings of Jesus.” During 
the Advent and Christmas seasons (November 30-January 6), the sanctuary will be open Monday through
 Friday from 9am–noon for up to five people at a time from the same household/pod. We invite you to visit 
for a time of prayer and meditation during this very sacred season.

-FUMC Reopening 
Task Force:

Rev. Dr. Matthew Burton
Dave Davis
Wayne Jenkins
David Poston
Lisa Marisiddaiah
Dr. Gary Schenk
Rev. Avery White



Take Note
Minister  on  Call  Schedule

Matthew: 704-750-9126  
Tripp: 704-477-7715
Avery: 704-559-9942

December 4-6 – Tripp

December 11-13 – Matthew

December 18-20 – Avery

December 25-27 - Tripp

Sunday Morning Views
Date:       FUMC views:    162 Views:
Oct. 4     723       263
Oct. 11           663       339
Oct. 18           496                       292
Oct. 25           636                223

Email Amanda to update any of your contact 
information in our systems.

Amanda@fumcgastonia.org

Check our social media and weekly 
E-blast for more updates. 

Facebook.com/FUMCgastonia

Joy  to
-Matt and Mary Barnes on the birth of Eden Caroline.
-Robin & Jacob Desvaux on the baptism of Pierce Michael 
(family pictured below:) 

Sympathy  to
-The Family and Friends of Mrs. Martha G. Caldwell.
-Katy Windell and Family on the death of her grandfather.

Small Groups Planning for 2021

Have an idea, but don’t want to lead?
Want to lead, but don’t have an idea?

Check out how you can help, either 
way!

Submit your ideas to 
becky@fumcgastonia.org



You can still send in your 2021 Commitment card by dropping 

it off at the business office or mailing it to: 

PO BOX 218, Gastonia NC, 28053 

Or you can fill it out online and see our stewardship videos at:

www.fumcgastonia.org/2021-stewardship



Rev. Angie Hollar will be leading a Zoom class on Monday nights @ 7 pm using the book 
Making Room. If you would like to be a part of this study, please notify 

stephanie.s@fumcgastonia.org so that she can order books and you can receive Zoom log in.

 As Advent approaches, we are nine months into a pandemic. Our season of waiting began 
a bit earlier this year. While we may think of God as being “far off”, he has already come near 
in Christ and is always present. So we can use this time to turn toward the God who is already 
near. God is with us in every place, person and moment we encounter. Perhaps during this 
Advent season, our goal should be to pay attention. I am writing a new book “Holy Hush” 
(coming soon) and in it I describe person, places and experiences where I stand in awe of the 
living Christ, but there is no divine encounter if you fail to pay attention. I think of Moses and 
the burning bush in Exodus 3:1-4. “Suddenly, the angel of the Lord appeared to Moses as a 
blazing fire in a bush. When the Lord saw that he had caught Moses’ attention, God called to 
him from the bush.”
  I would encourage as you wait this Advent season to pay attention to your burning bush. 
What people, places, and experiences is God calling you to notice?

Rebecca B. Greene
Director of Spiritual Forfmation

Smallgroup  Ministry



	 As	we	move	into	winter,	the	U.S.	is	now	firmly	in	the	midst	of	the	“third	wave”	of	COVID-19	
infections,	with	new	daily	case	counts	regularly	topping	120,000,	and	Gaston	County	appearing	on	a	list	
of	the	“Top	Ten”	worst	counties	for	infections	in	the	state.	While	many	have	suffered	hardship	and	loss,	
COVID-19	has	had	a	disproportionate	impact	on	people	of	color,	both	in	terms	of	health	and	economic	
stability.	Data	analyzed	by	NPR	show	that	African	Americans,	Hispanics,	Latinos,	Native	American,	and	
Alaskan	Native	populations	have	higher	rates	of	infection	and	death	than	their	share	of	the	population	
in most states, while White, non-Hispanics deaths are lower than their share of the population in most 
states.		The	consulting	firm,	McKinsey	&	Co.,	noted	that	unemployment	is	higher	in	the	African	American	
community,	and	African	Americans,	Hispanics,	and	Latinos	disproportionately	work	in	jobs	and	
industry sectors most vulnerable to economic impact, such as leisure, hospitality, and retail trade.

	 Last	spring,	when	early	data	showed	higher	death	rates	among	our	communities	of	color,	some	
said that was to be expected because these communities had high rates of health issues that cause 
complications, like obesity, diabetes, and heart disease and hypertension. But simply noting those things 
without	looking	deeper	avoids	acknowledging	the	systemic	issues	related	to	race,	health	care,	and	jobs	in	
our	country.	For	example,	people	of	color	are	more	likely	to	work	in	“essential	jobs”	that	put	them	in	direct	
contact with people (transportation, retail, hospitality, and food service) and that can’t be done remotely, 
and they rely more frequently on public transportation; these things make them more likely to be exposed 
to	the	virus.	Many	of	the	jobs	are	low-wage	or	do	not	provide	comprehensive	health	benefits,	which	
makes	it	more	difficult	for	them	to	access	health	care	services.	People	of	color	may	also	live	in	larger	
family groups, many of which are intergenerational, and in smaller apartments or homes that make 
isolation	of	family	members	who	are	sick	more	difficult.

 As we continue to move forward together through the pandemic, there are things we can do 
individually and as a church to use our gifts and resources to help address the disparate impact of the 
pandemic on people of color. For example, our own Kimm Santa has been using her skills as a 
seamstress	to	make	facemasks;	at	last	count,	she	had	donated	over	1700	to	Native	American	tribes	
across the United States (and, by the way, thousands more locally!)  St. Mark’s UMC in Charlotte, which is 
located in a predominately African American community, partnered with Atrium Health Care to conduct a 
mobile	COVID-19	testing	site	at	their	church	to	provide	their	community	easier	access	to	testing.

 As we think about our gifts and resources, how might God be calling us – individually and 
collectively -- to address these issues? 

To	Learn	More:

	 •	 “In	U.S.	Cities,	The	Health	Effects	Of	Past	Housing	Discrimination	Are	Plain	To	See”.	https://
www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/11/19/911909187/in-u-s-cities-the-health-effects-of-past-hous-
ing-discrimination-are-plain-to-see
	 •	 “As	Pandemic	Deaths	Add	Up,	Racial	Disparities	Persist	—	And	In	Some	Cases	Worsen.”	
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/09/23/914427907/as-pandemic-deaths-add-up-racial-
disparities-persist-and-in-some-cases-worsen
	 •	 'My	Family	Needs	Me':	Latinas	Drop	Out	Of	Workforce	At	Alarming	Rates.	https://www.npr.
org/2020/10/27/927793195/something-has-to-give-latinas-leaving-workforce-at-faster-rate-than-other-
groups
	 •	 “Church	parking	lots	fill	for	COVID-19	testing.”	https://www.umnews.org/en/news/church-
parking-lots-fill-for-covid-19-testing

Written by: John Crane, FUMC Church Member



Children's  Ministry
Kristi McClellan
Director of Children’s Ministries 
& Weekday Preschool 
kristi@fumcgastonia.org



Your child can 
be a part of 

worship! 

Send Mrs. 
Kristi your 

videos! 



Stephanie Jenkins
Director of Student Ministries 
980-292-3182
sjenkins@fumcgastonia.orgYouth  Ministry

 

 Check us out via Social Media 

int 

TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  MMeeaall  BBuunnddlleess  

@fumcumyf  @FUMCGastoniaYouth 

Nov. 29 NO UMYF Holiday Weekend 
Dec. 6  US National Whitewater Center Outing 
Dec. 13 Christmas Cookies in Small Groups 
Dec. 20 NO UMYF* Winter Break 
Dec. 27 NO UMYF* Winter Break 

On November 22nd, youth and adult  
volunteers from First United Methodist 
Church and First Presbyterian Church 

packed 70 Thanksgiving Meal Bundles  for 
Boys & Girls Club Families & Crisis  

Assistance Ministry . Thank you for your 
generosity both financially and physically.   

SSmmaallll  ggrroouuppss    
                                                SStteepp  11: Download the VOKE app (phone/tablet) 
                            SStteepp  22: Join your small group via the code you 

will receive in your email/text 
                SStteepp  33: Fellowship on your own time 
                  SStteepp  44: Meet in person once a month 

 
Each week watch a new video & interact as you are able.  We are in need 

of some adults to help shepherd the smaller groups—please contact 
Stephanie if you are able to help out! 

Participate in  worship @ 162E &  Sanctuary
  
 Looking for Youth Readers for Apostles 

Creed for Worship Services (Nov. 29, & 
Dec 6, 13, 20) 

 You and your family will attend in-person  

Preparations for 
Advent 

 
 

Mid-Hi 1:30-3:30 
Ropes Course 
 
Sr-Hi 7:00pm –8:30pm  
Illuminated Walking Trail & Ice Skating 
 
Cost: 
$20 Activity (equipment included) 
$6 Parking Fee 
 
SIGN UP HERE: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050D4FAEA729A7F94-umyf2 

Dec. 13th— Small Groups &  
Baking Zoom Party 

 
 
 
 

Small groups are encouraged to get together 
on this day at whatever time works best for 

them.  We will be doing a baking zoom party 
making Christmas cookies at 4pm for any 

groups that want to join!   

Due to the pandemic there is  
no Camp Sunshine Christmas Party.  

Volunteers will be delivering  
packets to the families.  



Worship  Arts  Ministry

Susan Lisle
Music Associate
704-864-4371 ext. 237
susan@fumcgastonia.org

Aaron Prillaman
162 East Worship Leader
aaron@fumcgastonia.org

Timothy Scruggs
Organist
timothy@fumcgastonia.org

Sunday worship online: 

Facebook.com/FUMCgastonia 

Facebook.com/162East 

Fumcgastonia.org/worship/view-services
#FUMCSINGS

:

SEARCH FOR:
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH



Parish  Nurse  Ministry Lisa Marisiddaiah
Parish Nurse
nurse@fumcgastonia.org

Wishing you a 
Merry	&	Safe	

Christmas season!

*Check our 
website for the 
zoom	link	or	call	
the	church	officee! 
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Our mission is to see Christ in every person we 
encounter and demonstrate to them the love of 

God and the teachings of Jesus.


