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Take Note
Minister  on  Call  Schedule

August 5-7: Justin

August 12-14: Melissa

August 19-21: Justin

August 26-28: Melissa 

Sunday Morning Views & Attendance
Date:       162 E.         162 E.        9am        11am         11am    
                               Online                 In-person                                    Online          In-Person  

July 3              78                 17                33           445             99
July 10           174                53                55           602            191
July 17           206                50                64           602            159
July 24           215                45                66           663            126

Join us for Worship on Sundays
8:45- Contemporary Worship in the Theatre 

(162 East) *Live-streamed
9:00- Traditional Worship in the Chapel 

10:00- Sunday School for all ages
11:00- Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

*Live-streamed

 Sympathy to

Please email Lisa 
Wise to update 

any of your 
contact i

nformation in 
our systems.
lisawise@

fumcgasto-
nia.org

- Joy Owens and family on the 

death of her father.

- Cathryn Beasley and family on 

the death of her aunt.

The Next First 
Friday Hot Dog 
lunch will be on 

Friday, August 5. 

To reach a Pastor on nights or 
weekends, please call the church 

office 704-864-4371, it will 
direct you to the ext. 229 and you 
will be forwarded to the minister 

on call. 



Our wonderful FUMC Accountant, 
Laura Kendrick was recently recognized 
for earning a certificate in Church Treasury 

through the Western North Carolina 
Conference. Congratulaitons Laura!

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TO ALL WOMEN OF FUMC GASTONIA 

 
Please join us for a baby shower honoring 

 
AAllyyssssaa  

OOvveerrccaasshh  
  

  
 
 

First United Methodist Church 
Gunter Hall 

190 E. Franklin Boulevard  
Gastonia, NC 

 
Alyssa’s baby girl is registered at Babylist.com 

 

Saturday, August 27TH  2:00 – 4:00 PM ❤ 
	

Staff News

https://www.babylist.com/baby-overcash-22

A Note of thanks from 
the Burtons

Members and friends:

As we begin to settle into retirement at beautiful 
Lake Junaluska, Beverly and I want to take a 
moment to thank you for your support, 
encouragement, and prayers during our time in 
Gastonia. Also, thank you to everyone who 
responded to our request to direct all honorary gifts 
to UMCOR and Pass the Mantle.

It was an honor and privilege to serve a church like 
First United Methodist. We are also grateful for all 
you did for us during our final days and weeks. 
June 26, our last Sunday, was truly a blessing. 
Thanks to the SPRC, laity and staff for making it a 
memorable day. We will continue to follow and pray 
for you as you continue to be the presence and light 
of Christ in up-town Gastonia and the surrounding 
area. Until our paths cross again, may God’s 
guidance and blessings continue to be a part of 
your mission and ministry.

Grace,
Matthew and Beverly
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Worship Arts Ministry
Susan Lisle
Music Associate
704-864-4371 ext. 237
susan@fumcgastonia.org

Jim O’Dell
Director of Music Ministries
704-864-4371  ext. 233
jaodell@fumcgastonia.org

With the changing of seasons comes the faith and hope that God has a plan for each one of them. 
Enjoying the summer because its recreational opportunities allows us to step back and reacquaint 
ourselves with those times and friends that recharge us.

As Susan and I look to the Fall season, we are excited to be offering everything that has made First’s 
Music Ministries a vanguard for all church music programs. Two events of note coming up are the 
Concert/Ice Cream Social on Sunday, August 14th at 3:00 pm with soprano soloist, Rosa Marsh in 
the Chapel. On Sunday, August 28th we will have our Sunday service at the Gastonia Downtown 
Pavilion at 10:00 am. 

The Chancel Choir will begin meeting for regular Wednesday rehearsals starting August 24th with the 
7:30 pm start time. The 162 East band, Crossfire will continue to meet on Thursday evenings from 
6:30-8:30 pm in the theatre. First Brass will begin rehearsing on Sunday, September 4th at 5:15 PM 
in the sanctuary.

Youth, Children and Adult Handbells will also be starting up after labor day with times TBD. There is 
also a need for sound and video technicians to help us keep our quality broadcasts on the air. This is 
a vital ministry and one which would help you realize a calling you may have had. 

Please prayerfully consider what you might bring to the table. We are all imbued with talents and our 
praise of our God is vitally important to our way of worship.

God Bless you all, James.



Main Event
Community Worship Service 

Rotary Pavilion, Downtown Gastonia

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28 @ 10 AM 

ComeCome
as youas you

areare

Hosted by First United Methodist Church, Gastonia

Join us for music & worship 
followed by lunch

*Please bring your own lawn chairs  

www.fumcgastonia.org/main-event



Kristi McClellan
Director of Children’s Ministries 
& Weekday Preschool 
kristi@fumcgastonia.orgChildren's Ministry

For more photos and fun check out our 
Facebook page & weekly emails! 

August 
2-4



Seeds of God’s love are 
being planted in Sunday school 

and on Mission Mondays.    



Stephanie Jenkins
Director of Youth Ministries 
980-292-3182
sjenkins@fumcgastonia.org

Youth Ministry





Discipleship/Missions Ministry Becky Greene
Director of Spiritual Formation

704-864-4371 ext. 227
becky@fumcgastonia.org

Retreats are community building, prayer reflections and a special kind of tired. An overnight retreat is 
worth multiple evenings of small group studies or 1-hour Sunday schools. Hearts are strangely warmed 
through the combination of games, music, small group discussions, shared meals and worship.
Our Embrace group held the first Women’s Retreat at FUMC fifteen years ago under the capable leader-
ship of Rev. Susan Heafner-Heun. We are grateful for these ladies and their vision to worship, study and 
pray in a non-traditional setting.

Please mark your calendars for September 9 - 10, 2022 for our next women’s retreat to be held in Hickory 
at the Catholic Conference Center. Our theme is a quote from Kate Bowler “Life is so beautiful, and life is 
so hard” (all at the same time). Our facilitator will be Rev. Ashley Anne Lloyd Sipe, Senior Pastor at Vista 
Ridge UMC in Lewisville, TX. She will be assisted by Rev. Melissa Lowe and Becky Greene. 

The Following Scripture describes the combinations of opposites in our life experiences:
 1 For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven 2 a time to be born 
and a time to die; a time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3 a time to kill and a time to heal; 
a time to break down and a time to build up; 4 a time to weep and a time to laugh; a time to mourn and a 
time to dance; 5 a time to throw away stones and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace and 
a time to refrain from embracing; 6 a time to seek and a time to lose; a time to keep and a time to throw 
away; 7 a time to tear and a time to sew; a time to keep silent and a time to speak; 8 a time to love and a 
time to hate; a time for war and a time for peace.

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

We look forward to exploring the inexplicable truth that there is no blue print for how to live in the ups, 
downs and in between times. What we do know is life is complicated and because of our faith in the living 
Christ we do not walk alone. Thanks be to God!

For more information contact Becky@fumcgastonia.org or clarawharris@gmail.com



Embrace  
brunch 

Monday, August 15 
at 11 am 

Backroom of 
Eggs Up grill 

Rev. Melissa Lowe 
will be our guest

Thank you for 
donating gift 
cards for our  

Frontline 
Workers!



Parish Nurse Ministry Lisa Marisiddaiah
Parish Nurse
nurse@fumcgastonia.org



We will have an Interest meeting on Wednesday, August 10 at 6pm 
in Room #218. A boxed dinner will be provided. 

Please sign up at fumcgastonia.org/friend-a-senior



Our Story
What is your first memory of FUMC?

What do you love about FUMC?
(Please include dates/year)

Name:

Our Story
What is your first memory of FUMC?

What do you love about FUMC?
(Please include dates/year)

Name:

Thank You!

Thank you to our vendors and all who volunteered, 
decorated, and shopped during our Christmas in July Event! 
Because of YOU we were able to donate $348.50 to 
House of Mercy. 
 
House of Mercy empowers those living with HIV or AIDS in 
their transformation toward a more independent life.
 



Our Story
What is your first memory of FUMC?

What do you love about FUMC?
(Please include dates/year)

Name:

Our Story
What is your first memory of FUMC?

What do you love about FUMC?
(Please include dates/year)

Name:

In Gunter Hall and 162 East Theatre there are timelines hung. On Sunday, July 31st the 
congregation got the chance to add their memories. If you didn’t get a chance to add one you 

can visit, fumcgastonia.org/story or fill out the card below, cut, and bring it to the church. 
These will all be kept and a great way for us to tell OUR FUMC STORY. 



First United 
Methodist 
Church of 

Gastonia, NC

FUMCGastonia

Connect with us...

Give Online! Sign up to receive 
Newsletters online

Website: www.fumcgastonia.org
Phone: 704.864.4371
Email: contact@fumcgastonia.org

First United Methodist Church 
PO Box 218
Gastonia, NC 28053

Published Monthly 
at 190 East Franklin 
Blvd. Gastonia, NC 
(USPS 198-720)
Periodicals postage 
paid at Gastonia, NC.
POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to 
Newsletter of First 
United Methodist 
Church, PO Box 218
Gastonia, NC 28053

E-blast
Sign up

Alyssa Overcash
Director of Communications
alyssa@fumcgastonia.org

For any additions to the newsletter, please contact 
Alyssa Overcash by the 15th of each month. 
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