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So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of one 
another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not make room for the devil. 

Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as to have 
something to share with the needy. Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building 

up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and 
anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 

another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.    Ephesians 4:25-5:2 (NRSV)

Beverly and I went to lunch after church a couple of Sundays ago. As we were walking from our car to the 
restaurant, we overheard and witnessed a domestic dispute in the parking lot. There was a lot of yelling, 
screaming, and curse words. It was so bad that I thought about calling 911. Eventually, the male said a few 
choice words and walked off. The female with two crying children drove away.

Like many of you, I wonder what I can do as an individual in the face of war, political acrimony, and acting out by 
adults who should know better. The Apostle Paul saw kindness as an answer. “Be kind to one another,” he told 
the Ephesians. Being kind seems like such a simple thing but we don’t always practice kindness. Sometimes we 
need someone to come along and show us how it is done. I don’t have a reference for the following story. 
I found it in one of my sermon files.

Once upon a time, two brothers who lived on adjoining farms fell into conflict. It was the first serious rift in 40 
years in farming side by side, sharing machinery, and trading labor and goods as needed without a hitch. Then 
the long collaboration fell apart. It began with a small misunderstanding and it grew into a major difference, 
and finally, it exploded into an exchange of bitter words followed by weeks of silence. One morning there was a 
knock at John’s door. He opened it to find a man with a carpenter’s toolbox. “I’m looking for a few days’work,” 
he said. “Perhaps you would have a few small jobs that I could do. Can I help you in some way?” 

“Yes,” said the older brother.“I have a job for you. Look across the creek at that farm. That’s my neighbor; it’s 
my younger brother. Last week there was a meadow between us and he took his bulldozer to the river levee and 
now it is a creek. Well, he may have done this to spite me, but I’ll go one better. See that pile of lumber curing by 
the barn? I want you to build me a fence, an 8-foot fence so I won’t have to see his place anymore. That ought 
to cool him down. 

The carpenter said,“I think I understand the situation. Show me the nails and the post-hole digger and I’ll do 
a job that pleases you.” The older brother had to go to town for supplies, so he helped the carpenter get the 
materials ready, then he was off for the day. The carpenter worked hard all day measuring, sawing, nailing. When 
the farmer returned, the carpenter had finished the job. The farmer’s eyes opened wide; his jaw dropped. There 
was no fence. It was a bridge, a bridge stretching from one side of the creek to the other. It was a fine piece of 
work with handrails and all. His younger brother was coming across the newly constructed bridge with his hand 
outstretched. 

“You are quite a fellow to build this bridge after all I’ve said and done.” The two brothers stood at each end of 
the bridge and then they met in the middle and took each other’s hand. They turned to see the carpenter hoist 
his toolbox on his shoulder, “No wait, stay a few days. I have a lot of other projects for you,” said the older broth-
er. “I’d love to stay on,”the carpenter said, “but, I have many bridges to build.”

Jesus was the ultimate bridge builder. We can be bridge builders
—practice kindness—by moving beyond random acts of kindness 
to a life filled with kindness in everything we do and say. Think about it.

Matthew 



Take Note
Minister  on  Call  Schedule

Matthew: 704-750-9126  

Tripp: 704-477-7715

Avery: 704-559-9942

April 1-3: Avery

April  8-10: Matthew

April 15-17: Avery

April 22-24: Tripp

April 29-May 1: Matthew

Sunday Morning Views & Attendance
Date:       162 E.         162 E.        9am        11am         11am    
                               Online                 In-person                                    Online          In-Person  

March  6        106                47                47           295            140
March 13       121                32                32           365            130
*Youth Sunday*
March 20       238                63                62           467            148       
March 27       113                31                33           345            140

Join us for Worship on Sundays
8:45- Contemporary Worship in the Theatre 

(162 East) *Live-streamed
9:00- Traditional Worship in the Chapel 

10:00- Sunday School for all ages
11:00- Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

*Live-streamed

 Sympathy  to
- The Family of Elaine Roux 

Please email Lisa Wise to update 
any of your contact information in 

our systems.
lisawise@fumcgastonia.org

Joy  to
- Jennie Lewis and John Banks on the 
birth of Magnolia Jeanne. Grandparents 
are Mike and Karen Lewis.

- Patrick and Whitney Patton on the birth 
of Ellis Reinhardt. Grandparents are Beth 
and Davis Patton. 

An Anniversay Party
Celebrating 65 years of MarriageCelebrating 65 years of Marriage

Bill & Phyllis Kaser would like to 
invite everyone to join them in 
celebrating their 65th Wedding 
Anniversary. Saturday, April 23, 
3:00-5:00 PM, Family Life Center.
All are welcome for hors d’oeuvres, 
cake, and icecream. 



Worship Arts Ministry
Susan Lisle
Music Associate
704-864-4371 ext. 237
susan@fumcgastonia.org

Jim O’Dell
Director of Music Ministries
704-864-4371  ext. 233
jaodell@fumcgastonia.org



Kristi McClellan
Director of Children’s Ministries 
& Weekday Preschool 
kristi@fumcgastonia.org

Children's Ministry
We have something for everyday! 

Make sure to sign up for the Children’s weekly email. 
Email Kristi to sign up! Email: kristi@fumcgastonia.org 
Text “@9bdc72k” to 81010 to sign up for the text 
messages reminders from the Children’s Ministry. 

Sunday- Join us online or in-person. 
Worship 8:45, 9:00, or 11 am. 
Sunday School at 10 am.

Monday Mission - Mission 
projects & service 
opportunities. 

Time-to-Talk Tuesday- 
Discuss questions over the dinner 
table with your family. 

Wednesday Evening Fellowship- 
Join us in-person or activities online. 
Choirs- 5:00, Dinner- 5:30, 
Classes- 6:30 pm

Thankful Thursday- 
What are you thankful for? 

Friday Fun & Fellowship- 
Fun activities to do with 
your family! 

Share your butterfly 
release photos/
videos with us 

whether you release 
them as a family at 
church or at home. 



@ 10 AM

SAVE THE DATES
 

Church Summer Camps
 (tentative)

 

Camp Vista 
(Music, Theater, 

Arts Camp)
June 13-17

 
Very Big Sports

June 21-June 23
 

Cooking Camp
August 2-4



Stephanie Jenkins
Director of Youth Ministries 
980-292-3182
sjenkins@fumcgastonia.org

Youth Ministry





Lent & Holy Week 

One more Wednesday Lenten 
Lunch opportunity on Wednesday, 
April 6 at First ARP led by 
Brian Wood.  

Join us for Holy Week services 
throughout the week. Reminder, 
there are NO Wednesday Activities 
during Holy Week. 



There are 2 in-person 
options for Good Friday. Join us 
at 10:30 AM at the front steps 
for a procession of the cross 
around Downtown Gastonia 
with other churches in our 

community. 

In the evening at 7:30 pm we 
will have our tradtional Good 

Friday service in the Sanctuary.

Lent & Holy Week 



Discipleship/Missions Ministry Becky Greene
Director of Spiritual Formation

704-864-4371 ext. 227
becky@fumcgastonia.org

As Easter and springtime are upon us, the refreshed memory 
garden is a beautiful sanctuary for prayer and reflection. There 
are prayer tags in the mailbox for you to hang on the arbor and 
this will be prayed for weekly by our staff. We encourage you to 

utilize this space particularly in the season of Lent.

The Memory Garden is open for Prayer



The washing of feet ceremony replicates Jesus’ act of washing the disciples feet just before 
the Passover Feast (John 13:1-17). This blessing of the feet is an act of humility and service.

On the occasion of our last Wednesday Evening Fellowship of the season, April 27 we too 
will share a meal together in the Fellowship Hall followed by the washing of feet in the gym 
for our downtown neighbors. They will receive a free pair of socks and shoes.

The cost of this event has been generously donated from the Tres Robinson Fund, in 
remembrance of Tres’ love for the underserved in our community.

We hope all of you will come for Wednesday night dinner and stay for the tradition of the 
washing of feet as we humble ourselves to be more Christ-like.

Please make reservation for dinner by calling 704-864-4371 or sign up online or on the pew 
pads in worship.

Wednesday Nights in April 
April 6, 2022- Dinner at 5:30 PM- Fried & baked chicken breast, collard greens, 
rice & gravy, salad, & dinner roll. $6 a plate. 
Classes at 6:30 PM- Prayer Pause, Charitable Creations, 
Avery’s Class “How Not To Be Afraid,” and Pickleball 

** NO WEF April 13 (Holy Week) or April 20 (Spring Break) **

April 27, 2022- Dinner at 5:30 PM- Fish, shrimp, cole slaw, baked potato, 
hush puppies, & dessert



Parish Nurse Ministry Lisa Marisiddaiah
Parish Nurse
nurse@fumcgastonia.org

See full booklet at
fumcgastonia.org/ministries/parish-nurse



Bessemer City & Bethesda UMC
Partnership Report Rev. Trip Hord

Pastor at First UMC Bessemer 
City & Bethesda UMC
tripp@fumcgastonia.org

Lenten Season Events, Bethesda UMC

Bible Study- April 7th, 5:30 PM

Palm Sunday- April 10th, 11:00 AM

Maundy Thursday Service- April 14th
Sign up times 6:15, 6:35 and 6:50 PM

Cross Walk Reading- April 15th, 7:00 PM 
Fellowship Hall, Desserts and Coffee
 
Sunrise Service- April 17th, 6:45 AM
 
Easter Service- April 17th, 11:00 AM     
  

Things are going well at both First in Bessemer City and Bethesda United! 

We have started gathering more at both churches and enjoying fellowship meals. In Bessemer City we have 
played bingo and had dinner at the church the last two months. At Bethesda we are having lunch after the 
service on the last Sunday of each month. The food and fellowship as always is wonderful and we are 
excited that we are getting back to having this time of food and fun once again!

Bethesda has been working hard to invite visitors to worship. We set a goal to have at least 30 in attendance 
for worship by the end of January and we have had several Sundays where we have reached that goal and  
even exceeded it!

Also at Bethesda, our day school (The Flock) presented a proposal to the Administrative Council last month, 
to turn the church parlor into another classroom. Our program currently has a wait list in each class and 
need more room. This is a great problem to have and I am happy that the church is willing to accommodate 
their needs.

In Bessemer City we received a gift of over $170,000 last fall. The gift was given by a former member who 
wanted it to be spent on putting a new roof on the education building. The last week of April, work will begin 
and I would ask that you all would pray that God will lead us as we decide how we will us this building in the 
future.

We are currently reading and discussing “Easter from the Backside” as our Lenten Bible Study each week 
and have plenty of events coming up during Holy Week. Take time to look over the activities planned and 
join us!

Thanks to FUMCG for all the support and prayers!
Love God, Love Neighbor,
Pastor, Tripp

Lenten Season Events, First UMC Bessemer City

Bible Study- April 5th, 5:30 PM

Palm Sunday- April 10th, 9:45 AM

Maundy Thursday Service- April 14th
Sign up times 5:00, 5:15 and 5:30 PM

Cross Walk- April 15th, 12:00 PM
Downtown Bessemer City   

Sunrise Service-  April 17th, 6:45 AM  @ the 
Bessemer City Cemetery
 
Easter Service-  April 17th, 9:45 AM               



Exciting News for  
Camp Sunshine 2022

We have some exciting news to share about Camp Sunshine. For the past several years the camp was held 
over the July 4th weekend at Crowders Ridge and Retreat Center. This year the facility will be closed that 
weekend to allow the employees a mid-summer break.  However, because of their belief in our unique mission, 
Crowders Camp (Jay Oliver, Founder/Exec Director) wants to partner with FUMC and has offered exclusive 
weeklong use of their brand-new camp at “Crowder Springs”.  This new day camp is just 1 mile from Crowders 
Ridge.  Camp Sunshine week will be Monday, June 27 through Friday, July1 from 9:00- 3:00 each day (prayers 
for no change in Covid-19 limitations.

The opportunity to return to a five-day camp model and to partner with Crowders Springs will allow our 
volunteers more one-on-one time with our campers so that we focus more on our mission to serve the 
children.  Crowder Springs will have full outdoor camp experiences • Waterfront games • Creek Gem Mining 
• Slip n’ Slide Kickball • Aerial Park • Xtreme Zip • Rec Field Games • Archery • Mini Golf • Scavenger Hunt • 
Crafts

Please visit the website to learn more about Crowders Springs at https://www.crowderscamps.com/day-camp
An excerpt from the website:  “Our mission is to provide an accessible camp experience that fosters growth 
mentally, socially, emotionally, and spiritually. We do this by creating spaces for discipleship, moments of
 worship, and activities that break down barriers.
The focus at Crowders Camps is all about making sure your kid hears the Gospel in a way they can 
understand it, from people they trust.”   

If you would like to know more about Camp Sunshine 2022, please contact our co-directors: 
Ginger Penegar Rowe or Merry Penegar Deely, or anyone on our CSS Leadership Team. 

On behalf of the Camp Sunshine Leadership Team, we would like to ask for your help again this year so that 
we can continue our “over 40 year tradition” of helping underprivileged children in our community experience a 
little extra “SUNSHINE” in their lives.

HOW YOU CAN HELP:
Please consider making a tax deductible donation between now and April 15th. 
The cost to fund one camper is approximately $150 but contributions of ANY 
amount will be greatly appreciated. Checks should be made payable to the 
Community Foundation and accompanied by a DONOR FORM designated 
for Camp Sunshine.  Please mail your check to: Community Foundation, 
1201 East Garrison Blvd., Gastonia, NC  28054 (check must be postmarked 
by April 15th in order for us to receive a match from the Community Foundation) 
or you can go online to www.cfgaston.org and make a donation – just click on 
Community Foundation Run and designate for Camp Sunshine. 
The Community Foundation Run is on April 9th if you would like to participate in the actual run. 

Sincerely, 

The Camp Sunshine Leadership Team of 2022



We have much to be thankful for at York Chester Middle School and are blessed that God continues to lift us 
up. We can celebrate that God also continues to bless us with the faithful partnership of First United 
Methodist Church. 

Spring is “March”-ing in, signaling that the end of the school year is near and just like Novelyn’s beautiful 
camellias we are survivors. With your continued encouragement, support and prayer, we can smile!

In Christ, Tammy A. Hubbard

Thank You, from York Chester Middle School!
Smile. It’s a showing of happiness that blooms deep within. 
The simplest things can trigger that happiness. Not only does 
that smile represent happiness but it is contagious. The sheer act 
of smiling can transform you and the world around you. Today’s 
lesson? When we smile the world smiles back.

I want you to know, the meal provided by First United Methodist 
Church and the United Methodist Men was not only delightful but 
was a gift of time. That time allowed us as a staff to come together 
and to fellowship. The special extra touch of Novelyn’s handpicked 
camellias brought a smile to my face and to my heart. 
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E-blast
Sign up

Come As You Are
To the Main Event

August 28, 2022
ONE Service @ 10:00 AM 

Rotary Pavillion in Downtown Gastonia
followed by Lunch

Mark your Calendars! 


