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	 I	believe	Mary	was	at	the	tomb	on	that	first	Easter	morning	because	she	had	experienced	the	
freeing	and	transformational	love	and	forgiveness	of	Jesus	in	her	life.	Scripture	tells	us	that	Mary	was	
the	one	for	whom	Jesus	cast	out	the	“seven	demons.”	I	don’t	know	what	Mary’s	“Seven	
demons”	were	but	Jesus	brought	them	out	of	her	life.	We	carry	the	burdens	of	guilt,	anger,	
self-loathing,	self-centeredness,	hate,	racism,	sexism,	and	so	many	others	with	us.	Only	Christ	can	
bring	forgiveness	and	healing.	Only	Christ	can	love	us	with	enough	love	to	bring	regeneration	and	
spiritual	wholeness	into	the	dark	corners	of	our	existence.
	 One	of	my	favorite	stories	comes	from	the	Catholic	Priest	Anthony	de	Mello’s,	The	Song	of	the	
Bird.	It	is	the	story	of	a	monk	who	finds	a	very	precious	stone	and	keeps	it	in	his	knapsack.	One	day	
he	meets	a	traveler	in	need	who	asks	the	monk	if	he	can	share	some	of	his	provision	with	him.	The	
monk	opens	his	knapsack	to	share	his	food	when	his	fingers	find	the	stone.	He	takes	the	precious	
stone	out	of	his	knapsack	and	gives	it	to	the	traveler.

John 20:1-18 (NRSV) 
1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2  So she ran and 
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him." 3  Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 
4  The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. 5  He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he 
did not go in. 6  Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 
saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7  and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, 
not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8  Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9  for as 
yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10  Then 
the disciples returned to their homes. 11  But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. 
As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12  and she saw two angels in white, 
sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the 
feet. 13  They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." 14  When she 
had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know 
that it was Jesus. 15  Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are 
you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away." 16  Jesus 
said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means 
Teacher). 17  Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 18  Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said 
these things to her. 



	 The	traveler	goes	on	his	way,	overjoyed	with	the	unexpected	gift	of	the	valuable	stone.
	However,	a	few	days	later,	the	traveler	catches	up	with	the	monk	again.	When	he	finds	him,	he	
returns	the	stone,	and	makes	a	request,	“Please give me something more precious than this 
stone. Please give me that which prompted you to give the stone to me.”	We	share	
something	more	valuable	than	any	precious	stone	when	we	offer	love	and	forgiveness	to	others.	
 
	 An	author	that	I	have	enjoyed	over	the	years	is	a	fellow	named	Donald	Miller.	He	tells	this	
story	in	his	book,	Blue Like Jazz:

 A long time ago I went to a concert with my friend Rebecca…The tickets were 
twenty bucks, which is a lot to pay if you’re not on a date. Between songs, though, 
he told a story that helped me resolve some things about God. The story was about 
his friend who is a Navy SEAL. He told it like it was true, so I guess it was true, 
although it could have been a lie.
 The folksinger said his friend was performing covert operations, freeing 
hostages from a building in some dark part of the world. His friend’s team flew in 
by helicopter, made their way to the compound and stormed into the room where 
the hostages had been imprisoned for months. The room, the folksinger said, was 
filthy and dark. The hostages were curled up in a corner, terrified. When the SEALs 
entered the room, they heard the gasps of the hostages. They stood at the door 
and called to the prisoners, telling them they were Americans. The SEALs asked the 
hostages to follow them, but the hostages wouldn’t. They sat there on the floor and 
hid their eyes in fear. They were not of healthy mind and didn’t believe their 
rescuers were really American.
 The SEALs stood there not knowing what to do. They couldn’t possibly carry 
everyone out. One of the SEALs, the folksinger’s friend, got an idea. He put down 
his weapon, took off his helmet, and curled up tightly next to the other hostages, 
getting so close his body was touching some of theirs. He softened the look on 
his face and put his arms around them. He was trying to show them he was one of 
them. None of the prison guards would have done this. He stayed there for a little 
while until some of the hostages started to look at him, finally meeting his eyes. The 
Navy SEAL whispered that they were Americans and were there to rescue them. 
Will you follow us? He said. The hero stood to his feet and one of the hostages did 
the same, then another, until all of them were willing to go. The story ends with all 
the hostages safe on an American aircraft carrier.
 I never liked it when the preachers said we had to follow Jesus. Sometimes 
they would make Him sound angry. But I liked the story the folksinger told. I liked 
the idea of Jesus becoming man, so that we would be able to trust Him, and I liked 
that He healed people and loved them and cared deeply about how people were 
feeling. 

There	was	no	stone	big	enough	to	contain	the	love	of	God	in	Jesus	Christ.	There	is	no	hole	deep	
enough	or	death	strong	enough	to	keep	us	away	from	Christ’s	love.	Our	decision,	like	Mary’s	and	
the	hostages,	is	will	we	follow	our	rescuer?	Think	about	it.

Matthew Rev. Dr. Matthew Burton
Senior Minister
704-864-4371 ext. 229
mburton@fumcgastonia.org



Take Note
Minister  on  Call  Schedule

Matthew: 704-750-9126  
Tripp: 704-477-7715
Avery: 704-559-9942

April 2-4 - Avery
April 9-11 – Tripp

April 16-18 – Matthew
April 23-25 – Avery

April 30-May 2 – Tripp

Sunday Morning 
Views

Date:     162 E.     11am   
          Online            Online

  Mar. 7-         321          571

Mar. 14-       219          623

Mar. 21-       325          500
                 162 E.     11am   
                       In-Person    In-Person 

Mar. 28-       310          607          35          200

Joy  to
- Justin & Jackie White on the 
baptism of Lucas (Luke) Paul White. 

- Congratualations to Rev. Tripp Hord 
on his graduation from Union 
Presbyterian Seminary with his 
Masters of Divinity on April 17th. He 
is also the recipient of the Appleby 
Book Award. 

Sympathy  to
- Tim Towner and family on the death of his mother.
- The family and friends of Don Leonhardt.

Please	email	Amanda	to	
update	any	of	your	contact
	information	in	our	systems.

Amanda@fumcgastonia.org

Welcome New Members

Beverly 
Burton

John Matsik 
Pictured with: 
Wife, Linda & 

Daughter, Marie



A Place We Call Home
Article from Church member, Meredith Pendleton

	 While	First	Methodist	has	held	a	special	place	in	my	family’s	heart	for	over	60	years,	I	did	not	realize
the	impact	it	has	had	on	my	life	until	after	my	mother’s	death	in	October	2019.	Nothing	about	that	time	
of	my	life	seemed	fair.	At	times,	the	pain	weighed	so	heavily	on	my	heart	that	I	questioned	His	existence,	
because	I	could	not	believe	God	could	ever	impose	that	type	of	pain	on	purpose.	What	I	have	learned	is	
that	God	has	a	confusing	way	of	putting	people	in	our	lives	and	taking	us	on	detours	that	require	us	to	keep	
our	faith	in	Him	and	His	plan	for	us	to	live	a	life	that	ultimately	returns	us	back	to	Him.	The	day	my	mother	
passed	away,	my	family	gathered	in	shock	trying	to	understand	why	God	had	chosen	her	and	at	that	time	
in	her	life.	She	had	just	become	a	grandmother	to	my	daughter,	Coraleigh,	and	I’m	convinced	God	put	my	
mother	on	this	earth	to	care	for	children;	there	was	no	one	better	at	it	than	her.	It	did	not	seem	fair	that	my	
mother	was	taken	from	me	when	we	had	just	begun	bonding	as	mothers	and	when	I	was	at	a	point	in	my	
life	where	I	was	ready	to	hear	her	stories	and	listen	to	her	advice.	It	was	also	not	fair	to	Coraleigh.	Why	
would	God	rob	her	of	that	time	with	my	mother?	
	 As	we	planned	my	mother’s	funeral,	I	uncovered	boxes	of	family	memorabilia	that	she	kept	for	years	
under	lock	and	key.	In	going	through	these	priceless	items,	I	was	able	to	better	understand	the	life	she	lived	
and	the	legacy	she	built.	We	picked	on	her	for	saving	things	that	seemed	insignificant,	but	I'm	grateful	that	
she	did,	because	the	journey	through	that	closet	led	me	to	an	understanding	of	our	family	history	with	First	
Methodist	dating	back	to	the	1950s.	
           

My	sister	and	I	are	Preschool	alumni,	and	I	participated	in	sports	and	youth	programs	through	friends	who	
were	members	at	First	Methodist.	I	may	have	been	at	First	Methodist	more	than	I	was	at	First	A.R.P.!	
	 The	week	after	my	mother’s	funeral,	my	father	invited	me	to	join	him	for	the	Sunday	service.	
I	wondered	how	I	would	be	able	to	come	back	to	the	sanctuary	where	I	said	goodbye	to	my	mother	just	one	
week	earlier,	but	I	knew	my	father	was	hurting,	too-	we	needed	to	do	this	together.	A	few	weeks	later,	we	
made	the	decision	to	join	as	members,	and	in	December	2019,	my	husband	and	I	decided	to	begin	
Coraleigh’s	journey	with	Christ	in	that	same	sanctuary.	I	was	invested,	church	became	a	priority,	and	my	
relationship	with	God	was	at	the	top	of	my	list	instead	of	a	safety	net.	
 

	 Earlier	this	year,	a	friend	recommended	a	group	called	Prayer	Pause	
knowing	the	emotional	roller	coaster	I	had	experienced	over	the	last	year.	
After	our	first	Zoom	meeting,	I	recommended	Prayer	Pause	to	my	sister	who	
lives	in	Rhode	Island.	It	has	been	wonderful	for	both	of	us	to	be	surrounded

My	mother	grew	up	at	First	Methodist	as	her	family	were	active	members	and	her		
sister	Sandra	still	is	today.	She	was	baptized	in	the	sanctuary	and	also	attended		
Kindergarten.	Her	mother	taught	Sunday	School	for	over	20	years.	My	parents	were	
married	in	the	sanctuary	in	1978.	Because	my	father	was	Lutheran,	they	chose	
a	new	church	together,	and	my	sister	and	I	grew	up	at	First	A.R.P.	Church.	Even	
though	we	regularly	attended	First	A.R.P,	we	were	never	far	from	First	Methodist.	

On	Christmas	Eve	2020,	we	learned	that	Coraleigh	would	have	a	place	at	
Preschool,	and	she	is	living	her	best	life	with	Mrs.	Wendy,	Mrs.	Kristi,	and	
Mrs.	Rebecca.	She	reads	the	Bible	and	shows	me	with	her	hands	how	to	pray.

by	this	group,	even	virtually	and	from	a	distance.	I	immediately	felt	a	bond	with	
Becky	Greene,	who	leads	our	group,	and	I	have	never	been	more	convinced	that	
God	has	mapped	out	this	master	plan	and	continues	to	put	people	in	my	life	when	
I	need	them	the	most.	I	continue	to	explore	the	family	history	my	mother	so	lovingly	
preserved	and	am	grateful	for	where	it	has	led	me	in	my	spiritual	journey.	I	know	I	
am	doing	the	right	thing,	at	the	right	time,	for	the	right	reasons,	and	most	
importantly,	with	the	right	people.

-Meredith	Pendleton	(Bolin)
Seth, Meredith and Coraleigh Pendleton



Worship  Arts  Ministry
Susan Lisle
Music Associate
704-864-4371 ext. 237
susan@fumcgastonia.org

Timothy Scruggs
Organist
timothy@fumcgastonia.org

SEARCH FOR:
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Parish  Nurse  Ministry
Jim O’Dell
Director of Music Ministries
704-864-4371  ext. 233
jaodell@fumcgastonia.org

 
From Music Ministries Director, Jim O’Dell: 
 
As I look back on my (almost) first two months at First UMC, Gastonia, I am struck by what goes 
on behind the scenes as we prepare for Holy Week and the resurrection of our Lord. The 
preparation is exciting and filled with hope. Your Associate Director of Music, Susan Lisle, has 
been invaluable in assisting me with the transition from there (Central UMC, Monroe,) to here. 
My time at 162 East has lifted me, as I work with Michele Graham and the talented Praise team.  
I am so very grateful to the incredible staff at First and know that we will grow together. 
 
Being a musician in the service of God is extraordinarily challenging and rewarding. We live in 
the age of a pandemic and social media. But our God has our future in His hands. The creativity 
of your Music Ministry staff is boundless - from the virtual videos at Palm Sunday and Easter, to 
the behind – the - scenes rehearsals of the Handbell Choir every Wednesday afternoon, to the 
weekly Zoom meetings of the Chancel Choir. 
 
We live in a complicated, and challenging time. We experienced the power of in house worship 
this past Palm Sunday. We were together! We are emerging from the dark into the light. And 
what a light it is. Keep the faith and keep listening. God speaks to us through our music. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Jim 

The General Budget is our first funding priority as a 
congregation. It represents the base of our ministry. 

Thank you for making it the first priority in your giving.



Parish  Nurse  Ministry Lisa Marisiddaiah
Parish Nurse
nurse@fumcgastonia.org

Do	you	know	if	YOU	are	eligible	to	receive	the	COVID-19	Vaccine?
To	date....the	following	individuals	are	eligible	to	receive	the	vaccine,	
based	on	state	guidelines:
Group	1-	Health	Care	Workers	and	Long-term	Care	Staff	&	Residents
Group	2-	Anyone	65	years	or	older
Group	3-	March	10-	NC	will	move	to	additional	frontline	essential	
workers	(see	illustration)

Register	online
https://donor.oneblood.org/donor/schedules/drive_
schedule/1040018

The	Gastonia	Parish	Nurse	Ministry	fully	relies	on	donations	in	order	to	offer	all	of	the	community
	outreach	events	that	are	organized.	Funds	raised	are	used	in	support	of,	but	not	limited	to,	health	
education	programs,	speaker	fees	&	honorariums,	medical	supplies,	community	giveaways,	etc.		
If	you	would	like	to	consider	making	a	donation	of	any	amount,	please	consider	donating	online	
through	the	Community	Foundation	Run	2021	campaign	(a	percentage	of	your	donation	will	be	
matched!)	until	April	23,	2021.	Donate	online:	https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/2021cfrun			
**Please	be	sure	to	designate	gift	to	Gastonia	Parish	Nurse	Ministry	**



Kristi McClellan
Director of Children’s Ministries 
& Weekday Preschool 
kristi@fumcgastonia.org

Children's  Ministry

Sign up at 
fumcgastonia.org/
family-day

Sign up at 
fumcgastonia.org/

retreat

Our Children’s 
ministry had such a 
great Lent and Easter 
season! Check out 
our Facebook page 
for more photos.  

 

 Check us out via Social Media 

AAtttteennttiioonn  FFUUMMCC  CCllaassss  ooff  22002211  

@fumcumyf  @FUMCGastoniaYouth 

  

 IIMMAAGGEESS  

FUMC Scholarship  
Applications Due  

Tuesday April 6, 2021 @ 5:00pm 
 

Applications & requirements are  
available on our church website: 

fumcgastonia.org/ministries/college 

 
     
 

Graduate Sunday  
  May 23rd 

Graduation is right around the corner.  Please turn in 
items for the senior book (info & senior portrait).   

Parents/Guardians, please check your email for an email 
from Stephanie Jenkins with more instructions  

regarding May 23rd’s worship & Graduate Dinner. 

2021 Summer Mission Trips  
 

MMiidd--HHii  MMiissssiioonn  TTrriipp  
July 25-31 (Sun-Sat) 

Current 6th-8th grade 

WWhhaatt:  We are excited to be partnering with Carolina Cross Connection in 
serving the greatest need in western NC.  This may include home repair,  
Yard work & more.  We are staying in-state due to the pandemic.  The class of 
2020 is invited to join us since they missed last year’s trip. 
 

WWhheerree:   SR-HI: Central Wilkes Middle School - Moravian Falls, NC 
              MID-HI: West Wilkes Middle School - Wilkesboro, NC 
   

CCoosstt  ppeerr  ppeerrssoonn::     $300 (Scholarships are available upon request) 
     First $150 Deposit Due April 28           Second $150 Deposit Due June 7 
 

DDeeaaddlliinnee  ttoo  SSiiggnn  UUpp: April 28th ((MMiissssiioonn  TTrriipp  MMeeeettiinngg  AApprriill  1188  @@  66ppmm)) 
 

Carolina Cross Connection and First United Methodist Church is complying with CDC, state &  
conference guidelines.  These trips are approved by the FUMC reopening task force. 

SSrr--HHii  MMiissssiioonn  TTrriipp  
July 11-17 (Sun-Sat) 

Current 8th-12th grade + Class of 2020 

April 4   EASTER!  *No UMYF 
April 11  Field Day @ 4:30pm 
April 18  Mission Trip Meeting 
April 25  To Be Determined  
May 2    Family Day Camp!! 
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Check out our new 
Children & Youth display. 
Each of the shadow boxes 
hold pieces that represent 
how many weeks you have 
with your children before 
graduation. 

Kristi (Children’s Director) & 
Stephanie (Youth Director) 
want to partner with you to 
make the most of your child’s 
faith development.  

Thank you to Ted Lisle for giving of your time to 
support our mission in encouraging family faith 
development. 

When you see how much time you have left, you 
tend to do more with the time you have now. 

Children  &  Youth  Ministries



Many	thanks	to	the	lay	servants	who	shared	their	heart	with	those	who	gathered	for	the	Lenten	
Breakfast.	Those	persons	included:	Rev.	Tripp	Hord,	Judge	Jesse	Caldwell,	Mark	Skillestad,	Mary	
Massey,	Harry	Petrey	and	Rev.	Angela	Hollar.	Special	appreciation	to	our	Staff	Bruce	Tindall	and	
Juanita	Burris	for	providing	the	delicious	meals.	It	was	good	to	gather	again!

Thank you ! 

We	appreciate	the	generosity	of	the	Sacred	Echo	study	group	who	provided	funds	for	the	FUMC	
masks	that	are	available	when	you	come	to	Worship.	Thank	you	to	our	Parish	Nurse,	Lisa	
Marisiddaiah	for	making	arrangements	for	purchase	and	production.	

Thank you for stepping forward in faith.	It	has	been	one	year	since	an	unfamiliar	silence	fell	on	First	United	
Methodist	Church	in	the	wake	of	COVID-19.	Events	were	cancelled,	services	moved	online,	sickness	
and	death	fell	on	our	community	at	an	alarming	rate	during	the	pandemic.	From	creativity,	
compassion	and	flexibility,	the	dedication	of	staff	and	laity	is	propelling	FUMC	forward	one	year	later.	
The	sheer	volume	of	work	that	has	transpired	is	amazing.	That	work	includes	continued	financial	
giving	options,	technology	transformations,	mission	moments,	worship,	growing	numbers	of	disciples	
in	small	groups,	more	card	and	phone	call	exchanges.	Well	done,	good	and	faithful	servants!
-Becky	Greene

Special	thanks	to	Juta	Carpenter,	Bee	Poston,	Clara	Harris,	Julie	Heath	and	Theresa	McIntosh	for	
creating	the	labyrinth	experience	during	Holy	Week.	

EXTRA	–	APRIL	6	@	6:30	pm	in	FLC
Discipleship/Mission	–	April	26	@	6:30	pm	in	FLC

Education Meetings

Becky Greene
Director of Spiritual Formation

704-864-4371 ext. 227
becky@fumcgastonia.org
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