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Our mission is to see Christ in every person we 
encounter and demonstrate to them the love of God and 

the teachings of Jesus.

News  at  First
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Highlighted Events
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Dear Fellow Ministers,
	 	This	is	the	month!	We	get	to	celebrate	that	which	defines	us:	
Easter!	Our	Lenten	journey	has	begun	well,	and	we	are	thankful	for	the	
opportunity	to	worship	together	(in	person	or	on-line).	Please	join	us	in	
worship this month, and consider inviting others to come to worship 
with	you.	Here	is	our	plan:
•	 April	7	–	Lift	Up	The	Hurting-	John	12:1-8	
	 (Lay	Reading	Isaiah	43:16-21)
•	 April	14	–	Palm	Sunday;	Lift	Up	The	Healed-	Philippians	2:5-11				
											(Lay	Reading	Luke	19:28-40)
•	 Holy	Week	Services	(be	looking	for	more	detail):	
	 Maundy	Thursday,	Good	Friday,	and	Easter	Vigil
•	 April	21	–	EASTER:	Luke	24:1-12	
	 (Lay	Reading	I	Corinthians	15:19-26)
•	 April	28	–	NEW	SERIES:	Living	Empty	Handed:	Abram		
	 (Lay	Reading	Genesis	12:1-9	Matthew	28:16-20)
In	our	new	series	starting	on	April	28,	we	are	going	to	look	at	examples	
in	scripture	who	gave	up	whatever	they	were	spiritually	“holding	on	to”	
in	order	to	hold	on	to	God.
	 Thank	you	for	all	you	do	to	be	the	Kingdom	of	God	in	this	
community!	Let’s	keep	at	it…	I	look	forward	to	being	in	ministry	with	
you	in	April!
In	Christ’s	Service,
David

-April 14  I  2:00-4:00 pm
Easter Eggstravaganza

-April 14  I  7:00 am
Youth Palm Sunday Hike

-April 17  I  6:30 pm
Children’s Choirs Concert

-April 18  Maundy Thursday 

-April 19  Good Friday 

-April 20  Easter Vigil

-April 21  Easter Sunday
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Sympathy to:Minister on  call  Schedule
David: 828-400-4552
Juston: 704-951-4181  
Tripp: 704-477-7715

March 1-3:  David
March 8-10:  Tripp

March 15-17:  Juston
March 22-24:  David
March 29-31:  Tripp

Extra Mile Giving
 Our church is blessed to have a $1.7 million budget while investing in a $5 million+ 
new building and renovation! God is at work among us. Our 2019 budget projections, even 
after some serious expense reductions, have resulted in our revenue being about $96,000 
less than needed.
 Our church leaders are asking, if you are able, would you consider giving an extra 
$125 per quarter? We are choosing to give it on 5th Sundays (mostly because it is EASY to 
remember)! We are asking folks to give over and above what you may have already 
committed, if you are able. 
 Your church leaders take very seriously producing a balanced budget for our church. 
THANK YOU for considering this opportunity to give!  We are so thankful for the way you 
love this church through your generosity. This appeal will be in our bulletin, e-blast, and 
newsletter only one time as we attempt to bridge our 5.5% deficit, because we want to 
keep our emphasis on ministry. Thank you!

Would you mind indicating (only seen by the Finance Office) whether or not you would be 
willing to participate in this way? You may drop this form in the offering plate or call the 
church Finance Office. The 5th Sunday months are March, June, September, and 
December.

Name: _________________________________________

I/we plan to give $_______ over and above our pledge for 2019 in “extra mile giving.”

-Barbara	Tarlton	and	Family	on	the	death	of	Mike	Tarlton.
-Jennifer	Beal	and	Family	on	the	death	of	her	father.	

Thank you FUMC for collecting 
non-parishable items, and raising 

$3769.20 for Crisis Assistance Ministry 
in March!  -Outreach Ministry Team
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Dave Davis
Business Administrator
704-864-4371 ext. 225
ddavis@fumcgastonia.org

Lots of progress on our building project here at FUMC in March!   

 

 

 

Keep up with the latest information about this exciting project by visiting the Weaving 
web site https://weavingfumcg.com/ and reading the "Yellow Hat Report" each Friday via email 

and each month in the Newsletter.

Already busy at sunrise: 
pouring footings for the wall 

of the new building.

Some sunny, dry days in 
March allowed the first wall 
of the new building to be 

poured in the forms.

Oakland St. was 
partially closed for 2 days 

while crews installed 
under-street utility service.

Ceiling tiles were laid in the 
new ceiling grid in March.  Door 

moldings and chair rails 
received a primer coat of paint, 

as did all the walls.

PLEASE BE VERY CAREFUL walking in the main parking 
lot. The surface is very uneven due to all the site work 
being done. Please help us keep the parking lot lanes open 
by NOT parking in areas that will block the flow of traffic, 
especially near the new ramp. You will see traffic cones 
placed to help direct you through the parking lot. We have 
lost a significant amount of parking (temporarily) due to 
construction. Please use the Conference Center parking lot 
and Wells Fargo Bank lot for additional parking. There will 
be plenty of parking lot greeters to help direct you. Your 
patience and understanding are GREATLY APPRECIATED!



Children's  Ministry
Kristi McClellan
Director of Children’s Ministries 
& Weekday Preschool 
kristi@fumcgastonia.org

We had a GROOVY time at the Decade Dance! 



Kristi McClellan
Director of Children’s Ministries 
& Weekday Preschool 
kristi@fumcgastonia.org

Releasing Your Butterfly
You are invited to bring your butterfly with you to church on Easter Sunday, April 21st. We will 
celebrate Easter with several services that day. Around 10:40am, following a light breakfast in the 
FLC, we will release all the butterflies around the campus (weather permitting). Please make sure 
you label your habitat so that none are lost in the hustle and bustle of Easter morning celebrations. 
We anticipate having plenty of butterflies to release! Butterfly orders are ready for pick-up in the 
FLC. If you are unable to come to FUMC on Easter morning, release your butterflies wherever you 
might be! What a glorious way to celebrate our risen Lord!

Service Times
6:30 am Sunrise Service in the Memory Garden
8:45 am Traditional Service & 162East Service
9:45 am Butterfly Breakfast (light breakfast in the Gym)
11:00 am Worship Services in the Sanctuary
 
In order for a caterpillar to become what God created it to be -- a butterfly -- it must give up 
everything it knows. It must give up crawling, and it must give up eating leaves. Once the caterpillar 
becomes a butterfly, it will never look or feel like a caterpillar again; but being a butterfly is a million 
times better than being a caterpillar! Think about how beautiful and free the butterfly is! The story of 
the butterfly reminds us of the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection and our promise of eternal life. 
The butterfly is a symbol of that new life -- of God's love which lives in each of us and wants to fill 
every part of our life!

Faith Development Note:
The older child (elementary age) is just beginning to understand these concepts. The younger child 
(preschool age), by experiencing the butterfly’s story, is laying a foundation for later understanding. 
Let the child take from this experience what he/she is able to and be satisfied in knowing that 
his/ her faith is growing.



Stephanie Jenkins
Director of Student Ministries 
980-292-3182
sjenkins@fumcgastonia.org

UMYF ALL YOUTH— Youth Sunday 
Filming & Practice 
 

Middle School & High School  
Separate Activities 
 

High School Only 
 
Special Event 

 
Congregation Activity (Holy Week, 
multiple worship opportunities) 

Wed. Evening Programming 

Youth April Calendar 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

April 2  
   7am, Senior High Prayer Breakfast  
    at Bojangles 
April 14 
    2pm Youth help w/Children’s Easter Event 
April 25  
    Spring Break Daytime Movie @ Theatre  
    “Breakthrough” (Location & Time TBD) 

5:30pm Wednesday Meals in FLC  
6:30pm MS in Greene Cinema Room 
6:30pm HS in David C & Juston’s Office 
 

April  3: Handle with Care 
April 10: Questions for God 
   

Other Events 

YOUTH SUNDAY FILMING  
April 7 
April 28 
May 5 
May 19 

 
Dress Rehearsal 

Wednesday May 29 5:30-7:30 
 

Youth Sunday 
June 2— All 3 Services 

April 14th Palm Sunday Crowders Mountain Hike 
7:00am Meet & Board Buses for the Mountain 
       Includes Hike & Light Brunch 
10:45am Return 
11:00am Attend Palm Sunday Worship  

Youth  Ministry



Stephanie Jenkins
Director of Student Ministries 
980-292-3182
sjenkins@fumcgastonia.org Worship Arts Ministry

Rev. Saxon Scarborough
Minister of Music
704-864-4371 ext. 233
saxon@fumcgastonia.org

Susan Lisle
Music Associate
704-864-4371 ext. 237
susan@fumcgastonia.org

Aaron Prillaman
162 East Worship Leader
aaron@fumcgastonia.org

Timothy Scruggs
Organist
timothy@fumcgastonia.org

 
 

Visual Arts / Instruments / Singing / Theatre / Adoration & Worship 
Concluding with a performance of: 

 

 
 

June 17-21, 2019 
9:00 am -12:15 pm 
First UMC Gastonia 

Registration Now Open!  

Cockman Family Singers
in concert

Sat	May	4			I		7:00	pm		I		FUMC	Theatre
 

Children’s Choirs & Handbells

Wednesday	April	17,	2019		I		6:30	pm		I		Sanctuary

Bells + Brass      
concert
Sunday,	

May	5,	2019					
4:00	pm
Sanctuary



Parish Nurse Ministry Lisa Marisiddaiah
Parish Nurse
nurse@fumcgastonia.org 

tragedy to testimony 
April 28, 2019 

First Presbyterian
 Fellowship Hall

1621 East Garrison Blvd. 
Gastonia, NC 

5:00pm I Snack Supper  
5:30pm I Program 

RSVP by April 25 704-864-2651

Presented by:  
Gastonia Parish Nurse Ministry

Wednesday Evening
fellowship

MEALS & CLASSES

Provided by Piedmont Plastic Surgery and Dermatology 
(Sponsored by the Gastonia Parish Nurse Ministry)

 
May is Skin Cancer 
Awareness Month

take advantage of these free Screenings
 

Wednesday, May 8, 2019
First Presbyterian Church

1621 East Garrison Blvd., Gastonia
 

 Appointments available: 
8:00 am – 11:00 am     1:30pm – 4:00 pm

 Appointments can be made by calling 704-864-2651

FREE Skin 
Screening 

Event



Wednesday Evening
fellowship

MEALS & CLASSES
Join us for dinner every Wednesday night at 5:30 pm, followed by classes for all ages. 

Make dinner reservations with Lisa wise lisawise@fumcgastonia.org.

Chapel- 6:30 pm I Wednesdays
Rev. David Christy

Crafts- 
Share Christian fellowship as you use your God-given gifts of creativity 
to design a variety of crafts. I 6:30 pm in the Craft Room.

March 13- April 10

WEF MARCH MENU-  all meals served with salad, bread & dessert
April 3- Baked chicken tenderloins, herb mashed potatoes, & green beans.

April 10- Grilled pork chops, broccoli, & fried apples. 
April 17- Fried & baked chicken, mac & cheese, & green beans.

Last WEF of the 
season: April 10

April 17-Dinner 
+ Children’s  

Spring Concert



Quiet Fridays in the 
Memory Garden
Fridays	April	5,	12,	&	19			

Memory	Garden			12:00	pm
A	time	to	gather	for	prayer,
reflection,	quiet,	journaling,	

reading,	or	walking	the	labyrinthFriends on the Go Trip
Asheboro Zoo I May 1

SAVE the DATE 
for senior adults

Upcoming  Events
Are you looking for an exciting adventure or 
possibly a Christmas vacation, or are you wanting 
to share a Christmas experience as a gift? Then 
you are welcome to join me on this great planned 
trip through Gate1 Travel to the Christmas 
markets and historical sites of Germany and 
Austria. For around $2000 (double occupancy, 
and just a bit more for a single room), you can 
share in this wonderful Christmas experience and 
bring back magical and enchanting items to share 
with your family from a tradition that spans 
hundreds of years! If you are interested, you can 
talk with Pastor Juston or visit www.justonsmith.
com/trip for more information, itinerary, pricing, 
etc. Just remember, do not sign-up online. 
Rather, contact the Gate1 Office with the 
information from Pastor Juston to get the best 
price and the correct itinerary. All registration 
and down payments must be made by April 14th 
(around $1000), which secures your airline ticket 
and guided tour reservations. Join me this 
December for an awesome experience!  
-Pastor Juston

Festival of Wisdom and Grace
August 5-9, 2019



Tuesday, April 23, 2019
Application online or email to

stephanie.s@fumcgastonia.org

Attention all members of Shiloh Circle
You have TWO service opportunities during the month of April:

Pew Pockets ---putting envelopes and information in the sanctuary pews
Robin Johnson Hospice House---- providing snacks for Robin Johnson House.

If any of our UMW women are interested in the Spiritual Growth Retreat, 
please contact Bethe Rogers.
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