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HCC CALENDAR 
Sun 9:00 AM – Sunday School all ages 
Sun 10:00 AM – Coffee Fellowship 
Sun 10:30 AM – Worship Service 
Sun 7:00 PM – Prayer Service 
Wed 7:00 PM – B.L.A.S.T. and Bible Study 

Wed, May 12th – last day of BLAST and Bible Study 
Sun, May 23rd – last day of Sunday School 
Sun, Jun 6th – Graduation Sunday (Jordan Axberg) 
Sun, Jul 4th – HCC potluck picnic 
Mon, Jun 9th, 6:30 pm – LT Meeting 
Mon, Jul 26th – Red Cross Blood Drive at HCC 

2021 STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
General Fund  Apr   Year to Date  

Offering  8,326   30,833  
Expenses  5,524   22,300  

Net  2,802   8,533  

PASTOR UPDATE 
With the help of the Northwest Conference, the LT has arranged for pulpit fills through the end of May. 
Some of the guest speakers who will be coming are candidates to be our interim pastor. The LT will 
choose our interim pastor while the Pastoral Search Team continues the process of finding our new 
full time pastor. The Search Team has submitted our church profile to COV CONNECTS at the NWC. 
Pastor referrals will go to the NWC who will screen them before sending on to the Search Team. 
 

MISSIONARY SPOTLIGHT 
Roland and Barbro Silen founded the missionary organization “Mercy Air”. HCC 
has supported them for many years. They plan to come to MN later this 
summer or early fall and will visit us during that time! We look forward to 
hearing how God is working in their lives. 
 

 

 

EARLY PRAISE TEAM 
About 20 years ago someone found this picture 
while cleaning out a shelf in church. On the front 
of the photo is written:  

“I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL 
BE TO ALL PEOPLE.  REV. F. O. ABRAHAM FAMILY”.  

There is no date and no reference to Harris 
Covenant, so it was not clear to me if this family 
had a direct connection to our church until 
recently when I found a document with our 
Pastoral History and saw that Pastor F. O. 
Abraham served at HCC 1914-1916.  

So here’s a picture of the HCC Praise Team from 
over 100 years ago! 



 

OUR HCC STORY (complete story available at harriscovenant.org/about-us/story)  
A small group of Swedish immigrants began a new church as they gathered at John C. Nelson’s home 
on Feb 14, 1887. This group became known as the Swedish Mission Covenant Church of Harris, MN. 
During that summer they built the church by doing the construction themselves, even cutting the timber 
for the wood structure. This small group of stalwart Swedes began holding services as regularly as 
possible in their newly constructed building. 

During the first few years our church did not have a full time pastor. That was not unusual during this 
time as travel was not easy; even as late as 1888 there were no roads north of Harris to Rush City. 
Only logging trails existed. In 1900 Rev. Otto Bengston was called to be the first resident pastor of the 
church; he served for three years. Rev. A. P. Sjodahl was the second pastor and served nine years. 

In 1923 the church building was moved to its present location on Ginger street, away from Harris’ busy 
commercial activity of Stark’s General Store, Victor Johnson’s Saloon and Billiard Parlor, McPherson’s 
Blacksmith Shop and the passing trains on the railroad. As part of this move the church gained a 
basement and added two Sunday School rooms. 
The decade of 1930 to 1940 saw the change from all Swedish to the English language in worship 
services. Some pioneers were doubtful as to the wisdom of this step at first, “Could the gospel really 
be the same in English?” Even after transitioning to English, they would occasionally hold a service in 
Swedish. 

Church membership has never been large at HCC. But, down through the years, we have reason to 
believe this church has had a place in God’s program and by His grace, it has been a source of 
blessing and spiritual help to many who have come under its influence. The most important events and 
the greatest victories have been written “not with ink, but with the Spirit of the Living God; not on 
tablets of stone, but on tablets of human hearts.” 

THANK YOU 
The Curtis Carlson family want to thank everyone for your prayers, calls, cards and messages as we 
mourn the passing of our father and grandfather. Your kind words and support are greatly appreciated. 
Mon, May 17th 4:00 – 7:00 Visitation at Grandstrand.  Tue, May 18th 11:00 Memorial Service at HCC. 

INTRODUCING… 
Full Name: Jolena Axberg, née Puckett 
Where were you born? Farmington, MN 
What is your favorite place that you’ve visited? France 
Complete the sentence “I wish everyone could…” experience the love and salvation of Jesus. 
If you could give a piece of advice to your younger self, what would it be? Pray more. 
What do you think is the most important thing for a church to have? People who love and serve 
each other and the Lord. 
What was your favorite subject in school? French 
What is your favorite breakfast food? Omelettes 
What is your favorite hobby? Music 
Describe your dream holiday if money was no limit? Tour France 
Using just one word, name something that motivates you? Encouragement 
What three things would you like to accomplish this year? Spend time with God, family and 
friends. 
If you could immediately gain one skill, what would it be? Wisdom 
What do you admire most in a fellow Christian Holy Spirit kindness 
Share a verse: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding, in all 
your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5-6 


