
LETTER TO THE CONGREGATION ABOUT REOPENING 

Dear Friends at Harris Covenant, 

On Tuesday evening the Leadership Team met and determined to reopen on Sunday 
June 7, which is a Communion and Compassion Sunday.  We will use as our priorities, 
the same priorities being used by other churches, namely, to honor God, to keep people 
safe, and to have a good witness in the community. 

We expect the service to be simple, like the live-streamed services.  And we plan to 
continue live streaming, either at the same time as the in-house service, or at another 
time so that those who are not ready to congregate are still served. 

Those who attend the in-house service will find: 

1. Someone at the door to open it. 
2. A sign listing several precautions (like maintaining the social distance of six 

feet, wearing a mask [your own] if you wish, respecting the comfort levels of 
others, using the hand sanitizer provided at several stations, and staying 
home if you are at risk or not feeling well). 

3. The nursery will be closed for now, but the youth room will be available to 
families with small children.  Also, the “busy bags” are put away for now. 

4. Coffee will be served with appropriate cautions.  Sorry, no treats yet.  Tables 
are spread apart. 

5. Families may sit together in the sanctuary, and we will leave a pew between 
families. 

6. If we can procure them, Communion will be with individual pre-packaged 
elements. 

7. Offering plates will be on a table at the back of the sanctuary. 
8. Announcement sheets will also be on the back table. 
9. We may use the front door for entering and the side door for exiting (unless 

the elevator is needed). 
10. The rest rooms and all contact surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected before 

and after services.  Lights and fans in the restrooms will be left on during 
church. 

11. We may try to do some outdoor services with people bringing their own 
chairs. 

These are the plans we have made so far.  Things may change.  We appreciate your 
patience.  

If we reach capacity, we will institute some kind of rotation so everyone has a chance to 
come. 

Sincerely, 

Brad Jacobson (Chair), Jan Balfanz, Jill Deming, John Mohr, Jim Axberg and Pastor 
Steve 


