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For the next week or two, the morning devotions will be a little different. Each day there will be 
a verse and a work of art to illustrate a Christian principle or truth.   
 
This morning the verse comes from Proverbs 4:2, which says (speaking about a father's 
instruction) "For I give you sound teaching; do not abandon my instruction."   
 
The work of art is a painting called "Cypress Trees" done in oil. It was one of the first works I 
did when I began painting about five years ago. It was for my father-in-law, Don, who had fond 

memories of fishing around the Cypress trees as a 
boy. He fished in Reelfoot Lake, in the northwest 
corner of Tennessee. I found a photo of the lake 
and used it as the reference material for the 
painting. But not being from the South, I had never 
seen cypress trees. They put out roots in the lakes 
and swamps where they grow. I painted them in like 
rhinoceros horns at the base of the tree trunks, 
which is NOT how they look. No, they look like 
stubby periscopes rising from the water next to the 
trunks. Every time I went to visit my father-in-law, he 
remarked on the roots being wrong. Eventually I 
took the painting home and repainted the roots as 
they should be. No more problems after that.   
 
Sometimes we have our own ideas about how things 
should be, not knowing some spiritual reality or our 

Heavenly Father's mind. If we are really His children, we pay attention to His instruction and 
make corrections. This requires humility and a teachable spirit. But the instruction is always 
sound and for our benefit as well as God's glory.  
 
Are there any "pictures" you need to correct today?   
 
PRAYER: "LORD, David wrote in Psalm 51 that You will not despise a contrite heart. Give us 
that heart today and let us show ourselves to be Your children by making the corrections to 
our thinking and living which You request. Amen." 


