
** An Unexpected Thanksgiving
------------------------------------------------------------

Dear Friends,

Our hearts are full of gratitude for the Lord’s faithfulness to us, His mercies that are new 
every morning, His patience, His sacrificial love and His indescribable Gift- His Son 
Jesus. We are thankful for the opportunities the Lord gives us to share Christ and His 
love. We have found that hospitality is a huge door opener for the Gospel.

This week, we had an unexpected opportunity to share our Thanksgiving dinner with 
some folks, some of whom we had never met. We had hoped to spend Thanksgiving 
with Nathan and Jackie and family, as they will be leaving for Thailand in December so 
this would be our last for a few years. However, they have been doing a lot of traveling 
and were frankly, weary. So, they decided to stay home, which we totally understood, 
and even though it saddened us we thought that was the best decision… plus it gave 
them the opportunity to spend some extra time with Jackie’s grandmother who is in her 
80’s and has had some health concerns and include another lady who was going to be 
alone for Thanksgiving.

Lois, Connor, and Claire spent Thanksgiving in Thailand with Micah and Misti and will 
be with them until baby arrives. :)

Jason and Laurelyn spent Thanksgiving in Pennsylvania and are on their way home 
right now and would appreciate your prayers for Benjamin as he has suddenly 
developed a cough and they are afraid he could end up in the ER again tonight. For 
those who don’t know, Benjamin has Tracheomalacia which causes his airway to 
collapse easily when he has a cold or cough. He has had respiratory failure many times 
in his young life.

** Well, on Sunday, we learned that Marquis, a new believer, and his Uncle Andy, who 
he has been bringing to church for several weeks, had no plans for Thanksgiving, so we 
invited them to join us. On Wednesday, Marquis texted and asked if he could bring two 
friends with him and then on Thursday he asked if his cousin could come, too. So we 
ended up with a full table. :)  Yesterday, as we celebrated Thanksgiving we had a long 
discussion with our guests about the difference between Christianity and all other 
religions. All other religions are man-made systems of rituals and good works that they 
hope will bring enough merit to earn Heaven. And yet, they still have no assurance that 
they have done enough good to get there. They hope that one day their good will 
outweigh their bad. But true Christianity is about how God the Father loved us so much 
that He provided redemption and forgiveness through the sacrifice of His son, Jesus 
Christ. It’s about a relationship with God, not rituals or keeping



a list of do’s and don’ts.

There were many other questions so we just had a great opportunity to explain the 
Scriptures and how that that was the foundation for all we believe because God is the 
source of truth and the Bible is His revelation to man.  During the discussion it also 
became very clear that Marquis’s uncle Andy knew the Lord and is a student of the 
Word. He got saved in prison and took Bible correspondence course’s during his 40 
years in prison. Pray for the other three individuals. We hope to have more opportunities 
with them to water the Seed that was planted yesterday.
------------------------------------------------------------
Andy said several times how honored he was and how he felt so special to arrive at our 
house and realize that they were our only guests. He thought they were invited along 
with everybody from church. He may have even thought it was at church.  And, Michael 
made the comment, ”I feel like I’m in a movie or something. Like, this is what real 
families do.”

You know we realize that we take a lot for granted… like the experience of a family 
sitting around a table together. This was a very unusual and special experience for 
them. Although we miss our family very much, we both realized we were supposed to 
be here ministering to these people who have never been to our home.

Thank you so much for your continued prayers not only for us, our children, and 
grandchildren, but also for our community here who so desperately need Jesus and the 
family of God!

Love,

Nate & Karol Watkins

“God sets the lonely in families, He leads out the prisoners with singing;” Psalm 68:6
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