
IMITATING GOD 
Ephesians 5:1-17 

 
As noted in the sermon, our text reveals four ways in which God’s children are to imitate our 
heavenly Father. We are to walk in love, purity, Light, and wisdom. A full sermon, or even series 
of sermons, could have been devoted to each one of these ways of walking (living). Therefore, I 
want to spend a little more time in considering how we are to walk in the Light (verses 8-14). 
Walking in the Light means we are called to exalt God, exhibit righteous fruit, and expose the 
deeds of darkness. How well are we as a church walking in the Light of our Lord? I think Dr. 
Donald G. Barnhouse, a great illustrator of biblical truth, explained it well: 

When Christ was in the world, He was like the shining sun. When the sun sets, the moon 
comes up. The moon is a picture of believers, the Church. The Church shines, but not 
with its own light. It shines with reflected light. At times the Church has been a full 
moon dazzling the world with an almost daytime light. Those were times of great 
enlightenment – for example, in the days of Paul and Luther and Wesley. At other times 
the Church has been only a thumbnail moon, and in those days very little light shone on 
the earth. But whether the Church is a full or thumbnail moon, whether waxing or 
waning, it reflects the light of Christ. Our light does not originate with us. 

So, how bright does the light of Christ shine through Macedonia Baptist Church? Are we 
displaying a full harvest moon or are we a tiny thumbnail sliver moon? Unlike the ordered 
phases of the moon, we determine the degree to which we reflect the light of Christ. As a 
church, our brightness is diminished by the least reflective members. In what ways can you 
start reflecting the light of Christ brighter in your life in order to exalt God, exhibit righteous 
fruit, and expose the deeds of darkness? 


