
The Final Test 
Genesis 44:1 – 45:3 

 
In the message, we looked intently at the repentant confession of Joseph’s brothers 
in Genesis 44:14-34. They were humbly submissive as they bowed before Joseph 
and referred to themselves and their father as his servants. Judah explained how he 
had offered himself as surety to their father regarding Benjamin’s safety. Finally, he 
offered himself as a sacrifice in Benjamin’s place. But realize this, it was not the gifts 
they had brought (43:11), their confession of guilt, or their promised sacrifices that 
brought about their salvation. It was the gracious forgiveness of Joseph, which he 
came to through his own suffering because of their actions and on their behalf. Jesus 
Christ has done the same for us! Your gifts, confessions, and promises to do better 
will not buy your forgiveness and salvation. As Paul declared, “For by grace you 
have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as 
a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Eph. 2:8-9 NASB). If you are saved, it is 
by God’s grace and His decision to love and forgive you even while you were a 
sinner, as you received His forgiveness through faith in Jesus Christ and repentance 
of sin (Rom. 5:8).  

• Have you received God’s gracious gift of salvation through Christ or do you 
think you have earned God’s favor through being a “good” person (according 
to your own standards)? 

• Are you currently trying to win God’s favor or barter for His attention with 
your gifts, confessions, and promised sacrifices? (Example: “Lord, if you will 
do this for me, I will…go to church more, give more, pray more, etc.) 

• Do you truly realize the severity of judgment that Jesus bore for you and do 
you live your life with evident appreciation for His grace? 


