
Balanced in Crisis 
Genesis 41:25-37 

 
As we have been living through this COVID-19 crisis the last few weeks, I 

have constantly been reminded of the crisis Egypt faced in Genesis 41-47, a seven-
year famine. Have you ever considered how devastating this famine was to the 
people of Egypt? Yes, God warned Pharaoh through Joseph and He equipped Joseph 
with a plan to preserve Egypt and the rest of the world (41:57). But it wasn’t a 
simple or painless process. In fact, the Egyptians were so devastated during the 
famine that by the end of it they and their land were the property of Pharaoh 
(47:20-26). Certainly, many responded in the unbalanced extremes of flippancy or 
fear. We too, are tempted to respond with these unbalanced extremes in the midst 
of this or any other crisis. How can we react with a balanced response? 

• Don’t be flippant and jeopardize your neighbor’s health, but don’t be so 
fearful for your own health that you’re afraid to serve your neighbors. 

• Don’t be flippant by going about your public life as normal, but don’t isolate 
yourself from opportunities to minister to others. 

• Actively look for ways to show God’s love: make phone calls – write letters – 
prepare meals for others – offer to shop for those who are vulnerable – make 
facemasks for medical personnel – purchase and send gift cards to those who 
are having to go to work, or those who have lost their job – be a source of 
hope in conversations and on social-media – Be the Church, by being salt and 
light during these times of decay and darkness. 

If we merely “shelter-in-place,” neglecting all ministry, then Satan gets a win. We 
need to exhibit God’s love at all times, especially times like these! 


